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ACROSS THE EDITOR'S DESK 
It's open house all during extension 

conference in the Info. Service. Drop in, 
tell us your problems, give us your 
ideas, tell us how we can improve our 
services to you, or just say hello. 

Earl Brigham Joins Staff 
Earl Brigham, who for the past five 

years has been extension bulletin edi­
tor at Michigan State University has 
joined our staff as agricultural bulle­
tin editor. Earl will be in charge of 
all regular printing for the Institute 
of Agriculture. This includes all exten­
sion and experiment station publications 
including Farm and Home Science, short 
course programs, and many publications 
for the College of Agro, Forestry, and 
Home Ee. and School of Vet. Med. 

Earl has his BoA. and M.A. from Michl.­
gan State. He worked on a daily news­
paper and a small radio station, served 
in the public relations department of 
an auto manufacturing company and 
taught journalism before becoming bul­
letin editor at MSU five years ago.--

Harold B. Swanson 
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~- MEN'S SPECIAL~-FREE COFFEE COUPON * 
-:~This coupon or a facsimile thereof -i<-

-ltenti tles any male county extension ?<-

*worker to a freecup of coffee from -it 

*any member of the information staff * 
*during annual conference. * 
* * 
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TO THE H.A.tS --

Ideas for December Radio Programs 
IJooking for ideas for December radio 

programs? Here are scme: 
o Meats for the holidays. (Why not 

have a local meat dealer give tips on 
buying meats?) 

• Foreign foods for Christmas, · (A 
homemaker in the community might discuss 
some traditional nationality foods.) 

• Recreation ideas for winter parties 
• Decorating the home for Christmas 
, Better management for more holiday 

leisure. 
Some of these ideas could be adapted 

for TV, too. 

Starting in Radio or TV? 
If you 1re a beginner in radio or TV, 

you probably feel as though you're grop­
ing in the dark. In your files there 
should be a copy of the USDA handbooks, 
11Making Radio Work for You" and "Televi­
sion for You, 11 both of which are very 
helpful. The first gives tips on the 
kind of questions to ask in an intervie~ 
how to ad-lib from an outline, how to 
write a script, etc. I've prepared some 
mimeographed material, too, on radio and 
TV for home agents. I 111 be glad to 
send it upon request. 

See you at conference.- Jo Nelson 

* WOMEN'S SPECIAL--FREE COFFEE COUPON * 
* This cou~on or a facsimile thereof * 
* entitles any female county extension * 
1<- worker to a free cup of coffee from .. ~ 
* any member of the information staff * 
* during annual conference. -it 
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THE NEWS ANGLE -- ACROSS THE MIKE --

An idea of the 
kind of success 
you may expect 
from columns comes 
from Redwood Coun­
ty Agent J. I. 
11 Jap 11 Swedberg. A 
readership study 

by the Redwood Ga~ette which found that 
67 per cent of the rural men and 59 per 
c.ent of ··the .t-ural women read his column. 
The : paper • has a rural readership of 
about 3,000, which means about 2,000 
families are reached. Add to .this · the 
31 per cent of the town men and 20 per 
cent of · the town women--for another ; .·540 
f.am:i,l,ies. :reached. 

H~w. Does He Get Facts?--With readership 
SU;Ch as that--and knowing 11 Jap 11 as most. 
of you -do--you' 11 be interested in know~· 
ing where he gets fac~s for.this ~idely­
read column ·. Jap says his' best SOUrC,e. 
is the farm people, whom he sees ~t farm 
and . home visits, at meetmgs · .. an:d ~rom 
whom he hears by 'phone or , letter. He 
writes it down on the spot, then .ndress­
es" it up later when it must go :lntq 
the colun:m. Here's part of the ... Swedberg 
presc.tiption: "People will r~ad·:· a _col~ 
if they can expect to see names of 
others they know and news of what tho.s,e 
~r.ien.9;s .and neighbors are doing~ 1~ 

Shor.t, M~aningful Items--Ever see Jap' s 
colµmn7 ... It seldom has over 30 words per 
item! · ·. ~ample: nEvery pig's mama on the 
Harvey · · ~a4lson farm in Brookville must 
have 12 -~iriner plates. Harvey has rais­
ed .hi~ lit~er average--did it by brood 
sqw selection. That's why the 12 plates 
are needed. 11 

" --Harry R. Johnson 

FREE COFFEE COUPON * 
* -Ir See other . side ·for details. Present * 

-ii- this .to any info. staff worker for ir 
* your free cup •••• Frankly we want to -lr 

* get to know all. ·of you better. Pay -!!< 

* us a visit during conference, * 
* * 
ir We' 11 be seeing youl * 
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Twenty county ex­
tension agents 
sent 29 tapes to 
the information 
contest. Most com­
mon .criticism of 
the judge~-tas lack 
of expr~saion and 

enthusiasm. and. poor. quet'lti-ons for the 
guast. Unusual on-the-spot il)tel''riews 
~Pe~ madtl in an airplane, .neqir a · saw 
milJ: and ·on . a:· turkey farm. In ·getting 
background sounds, be careful to ge·t a 
good balance between voice and noise·. · 
.: Poor quality comes from poor mike 
placement and recordings ·1n 11hdllow 11 

rooms. So watch volume and hang a fevt 
drapes or blankets to reduce the echo. · 

Deke Grussendorf (S. St. Louis) really 
~as . radio working for him--not vice ver­
sa. He's been at . it 18 years (doe~ .4j 

·~ours · .of progr~ per year) so know~ 
some short ,.cuts. . He has a special \iraw• 
er .where .he puts al~ possible . radio ma­
terial. ' When · r·ecordirlg time comes (he 
records 6 shows, .a week 1.s supply, at ·one 
sitting.) he spends 30 minutes sorting 
(}.nd organizing and an hour recording. T.q 
get informality, 11 Deke 11 imagines that he 
is · sitting across .·the table from the 
listener, chatting over a cup of coffee.: 
J:Ie dqesn •.t use s.cript--only notes. 

' . ' 
· Television: Ideas on how to get your 

TV program "of.f the ground 11 can be f ourid 
in Nov. 155 issue of County Agent-Vo-Ag 
Teacher, page 29. "How to Make TV Visu"". 
als 11 and 11Wanted--Bold Ideas 11 are dis­
CuS'sed on page 14. Other ide.as on TV 
and radio are · found ·on page ·18 of Nov. 
155 Better Farming Methods. 

I 

Radio-TV Topics for December 
National 4-H Club winners 
Farm and Home Week - January 10-13 
Recommended Grain Varieties for 156 
Farm Record Keeping --Ray Wolf 

*lHHHHH~-lh't~~~-lHHHH'.-lHl-7HHHHHHHH'.-lP.H~·)HHH!-?HHHHHI-

* * * · · ·FREE 'COFFEE COUPON · * 
*See other · side for details. Present* 
*this to ·any info. ·staff worker for * 
*your free cup •••• Frankly we want to * 
-ii- get to lmow all of you better. Pay * 
-i~ us a visit during conference * 
* * 
* We 111 be seeing yout * 



REVISED 

VARIETIES OF FARM CROPS, 1956 -- Ext. F. 22. 24 pp. E. H. Jensen, Extension 
Agronomist, is now compiling the revised list of recommended varieties with re­
presentatives of the branch experiment stations and the Minnesota Crop Improvement 
association and other staff members attending the annual Experiment Station Crops 
Conference. A news release covering major recommendations will be in next Monday's 
mailing (Dec. 5). We hope to have delivery of the printed folder by early January. 

REPRINTED 

Ext, Bul, 266 THE ROAD TO BETTER MEETINGS 

FOR THE IDEA FILE 

11Through the Years, 1912-195511 is the title of a neatly printed booklet re­
cently issued by the Vocational Agriculture Department of Owatonna High School. 
A history of the department from its beginning in 1912, and of the local F.F.A. 
chapter (chartered 1934), the booklet sets forth in concise form, with names, 
group and individual accomplishments over the years. 

The material, according to the text, was largely compiled by Thomas W, Raine, 
vo-ag instructor at Owatonna from 1946 to 1955. Purpose of the history is to offer 
inspiration to future Owatonna students and F. F. A, members, Carefully organized 
and well-designed in a 51211 x 7~11 format, the booklet runs 16 pages plus an at±rcl.ct­
ive cover. Local business organizations helped the high school finance the print­
ing. 

Our compliments to Owatonna High School . And we can suggest that here is an 
idea a county Extension group -- perhaps your County 4-H Council, for example -­
might consider adapting to its own use. (Sorry, but we can't tell you whether 
copies are available, or can be purchased, from Owatonna or not. Ours came on loan.) 

FEED SERVICE FOR DECEMBER 

Here are some of the topics slated for the coming issue of Minnesota Feed 
Service which is due off the press late in December: 

A re-cap on 11Corn--Yesterday and Today, 11 Harold Jones and E. H. Jensen, 
The use of salt in feeding livestock and poultry -- with L. E, Hanson discuss­

ing pigs; T. w. Gullickson, dairy cattle; R. M. Jordan, sheep; A. L. Harvey, beef 
cattle; and Elton Johnson, poultry. 

New recommendations and developments in fertilizers, c. A. Simkins and A, C, 
Caldwell. 

Further studies of 3-week weaning of pigs vs. 8-week weaning, L. E. Hanson. 
Crop recommendations and new varieti~~' E. H. Jensen. 

tl1t1f -Earl Brigham-
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