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ON UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA ACTIVITIES DURING TEE NATIONWIDE CAMPUS ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT

June 8, 1970

Two previous fact sheets summarized the three weeks of responses on University
of Minnesota campuses to President Nixon's decision to send U.S. forces into Cam-
bodia. This summary is intended to describe the situation during the two weeks
since the second fact sheet was prepared. Activities on University of Minnesota
campuses have remained non-violent throughout this two-week period, as they have
throughout the five weeks since strike activities began.

1., ALL-UNIVERSITY OFFICIAL ACTIONS

--The All-University Senate was recessed shortly after its scheduled May 28
neeting began, after President Moos determined that a heated and noisy dis-
agreement over the presence of the Viet Cong flag had created an atmosphere
in which the business of the Senate could not be conducted.

~-On June 4 the All-University Senate approved a report of the Senate Committee
on Educational Policy concerning Reserve Officer Training Programs. The
report constitutes an amendment of a previous report to the President by an
ad hoc committee on the status of ROTC programs. The Senate action
recommends to the Board of Regents that the University join other univer-
sities in negotiations with the Department of Defense which would seek to
regularize approval of courses and instructors for ROTC programs in
appropriate academic units of the University and move military training
aspects of the program off University campuses; and it urges the creation of
an academic unit devoted to the study of the resolution of social and
political conflict. The Senate defeated a motion to abolish the ROTC pro-
grams at the University. The Board of Regents is expected to consider the
recommendations during the summer,

--On June 5, the All-University Senate authorized special study programs, -
special events, and special arrangements between instructors and students
for Fall Quarter 1970 to allow students to participate actively in campaign
activities leading up to the November 1970 elections. The Senate defeated
motions to begin Fall Quarter classes one week early and cancel classes for
the week preceding the election, and to carry on Fall Quarter classes with
no speclal arrangements.

=-0On June 5 the All-University Senate created a special committee to consider
the general policy question of threats to the integrity of the Senate, after
the Twin Cities campus chapter of the American Association of University Pro-
fessors censured Professor Frederick Adelman of the Aerospace Studies Depart-
ment for allegedly warning a Reserve officer who is also a student that he
might be subject to court martial for his statements about ROTC at an open
hearing of the Senate Committee on Educational Policy. The special committee
was instructed to investigate and report on the specific question of the
appropriateness of Professor Adelman's statements to the student, as well as
steps that might be necessary to protect the integrity of deliberations by
the Senate and its committees.
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TWIN CITIES CAMPUS EVENTS

--The campus continued in operation, and all buildings remained open.

--Previously reported "Peace College" and other events developing from the
activities of the original strike committee and Campus Assembly resolutions
continued throughout the period.

--Campus days of reflection centered on community involvement May 27 and
decentralized college and department events June 3.

-—-A report compiled by University administrators estimated that class atten-
dance was lowest during the first week of the strike and had returned to
approximately normal in most colleges and courses by May 22; greatest impact
of the strike was on the College of Liberal Arts; the strike generated sub-
stantial educational innovation, including registration by 700 students in a
course on the national crisis; approximately 6,000 Twin Cities campus students
were granted one or more of the grading options previously reported, with 95
percent of these changing from a letter grade to a pass/no credit system;
several formal complaints have been registered by students concerning
grading practices or instruction and most of these are now being considered
under departmental or collegiate grievance procedures; faculty judgments on
the effects of the strike are both positive and negative.

-~A total of 17 persons, five of them University students, were charged with
unlawful assembly May 27 after a group of about 30 persons demonstrated
against ROTC at Morrill Hall. President Moos reported that the group was
warned it might be in violation of the law after access to the building was
partially blocked, and individual complaints were filed against those who
could be identified.

--A group of five faculty members distributed a statement May 30 in which they
charged that the arrests related to the Morrill Hall demonstration as well
as the recessing of the May 28 All-University Senate meeting were unjustified.

--A group of 13 University Regents' Professors traveled to Washington to meet
with Vice President Agnew and discuss the reactions of the academic community
to the Cambodian situation and to statements of the Vice President and
others in the national administration.

~-Strike-related activities and all-night occupation of Coffman Memorial Union
declined steadily during the period. On June 3, the Union Board of Governors
issued a resolution declaring that overnight occupancy of the Union was no
longer justified by the needs of protest activities and must cease, but that
student, faculty, and staff carrying on activities would remain eligible to
use Union facilities during normal building hours. On June 5, University
officials closed the Union for the night and about 20 uniformed policemen
escorted the 20 to 30 remaining occupants from the building. There were no
arrests, and the group left peacefully after objecting to the action. Normal
Union hours were observed during the weekend. Scheduled activities in the
Union returned nearly to normal during the two-week period.

-~A group of anti-ROTC demonstrators who attended the June 4 meeting of the All-
University Senate posed as dead and wounded war victims outside the doors of
the meeting in order to indicate their objection to the Senate action.

DULUTH CAMPUS

--Class attendance was normal. There were no incidents on the campusy and
activities continued as reported previously. The Faculty Assembly voted
unanimously to keep the present organizational arrangement for Air Force ROTC,
and established .a special faculty-student task force to examine the UMD
program and report back next year. ' ; ' ‘
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4, MORRIS AND CROOKSTON CAMPUSES

-~Class attendance was normal. There were no incidents on the campus and
activities continued as reported previously.

NOTE: Circulation of fact sheets has increased since the first one was
prepared May 11. Coples of previous fact sheets are available from
the Department of University Relations, 20 Johnston Hall, Univer-
sity of Minnesota, Minneapolis 55455 (Carolyn Young, 612-373-2126).
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