
EXTERNAL RESEARCH AWARDS
The University of Minnesota successfully competed for $1.15 billion 
in external research funding in fiscal year (FY) 2021, a 31 percent 
jump that pushed it well past the $1 billion mark for the first time 
in the University’s history. The record research awards total was 
fueled in part by $256 million in COVID-related projects.

RESEARCH AWARDS BY SOURCE (FY2017-2021) 
  

Year NIH NSF D0D USDA B&I Foundations State

2017 $244.0 $71.6 $26.1 $25.6 $83.9 $28.3 $70.4

2018 $265.5 $80.6 $26.2 $32.1 $64.1 $27.6 $82.9

2019 $312.8 $77.7 $32.8 $32.0 $80.4 $32.4 $72.5

2020 $303.8 $85.6 $29.2 $37.2 $81.6 $27.0 $102.5

2021 $355.3 $82.5 $38.0 $45.7 $255.5 $46.6 $100.5

Dollar amounts in millions
Acronyms:  National Institutes of Health (NIH), National Science Foundation (NSF), Dept. 
of Defense (DOD), Dept. of Agriculture (USDA), and Business and Industry (B&I)

AT-A-GLANCE: 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA RESEARCH
University of Minnesota is a leading American research university and a key driver of economic growth 
in the state.
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RESEARCH EXCELLENCE

	^ Top 10 among US public research universities

	^ Ranked 9th among US public research 
universities by Academic Ranking of World 
Universities (ARWU)

	^ $1.15B in sponsored research awards—a 
record number—in FY2021 

ECONOMIC IMPACT

	^ $1.07B in systemwide research expenditures 
(FY2020)

	^ Estimated $1.3B annual economic impact 
from UMN research in FY2021*

	^ $271M in revenue generated from UMN 
inventions over 10 years (FY2012-2021)

INNOVATION

	^ 22nd globally and 2nd among Big Ten public 
institutions (Reuters Innovative Universities)

	^ 8th in the US for “innovation impact” & 2nd 
among Big Ten public institutions (G.W. Bush 
Institute)

	^ Top 20 among universities for gaining US 
Utility Patents & 4th among Big Ten public 
institutions (NAI)

* Economic Impact of University of Minnesota FY17 (Tripp 
Umbach): research impact of $1.2B for FY17 adjusted with 7% 
yearly increases

https://research.umn.edu/about-us/umn-research-statistics
https://www.reuters.com/innovative-universities-2019
https://www.bushcenter.org/publications/resources-reports/reports/universities-innovation-impact.html
https://www.bushcenter.org/publications/resources-reports/reports/universities-innovation-impact.html
https://academyofinventors.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/NAI-IPO-Top-100-Universities-Granted-U.S.-Utility-Patents-2020.pdf
https://government-relations.umn.edu/Economic-Impact-of-University-of-Minnesota-FY17


In FY2021, the University’s School of Public Health 
(SPH) and Medical School saw significant increases, 
with awards growing by $201.9 million (306.6 percent) 
and $51.9 million (18.6 percent), respectively. SPH’s 
portfolio was buoyed significantly by $189.8 million 
in awards for its Coordinating Centers for Biometric 
Research, which was able to quickly and nimbly meet 
the needs of agencies like the National Institutes of 
Health to test possible COVID-19 treatments in clinical 
trials across the nation and the globe.   

TECHNOLOGY 
COMMERCIALIZATION
UMN Technology Commercialization (Tech Comm), 
part of the Office of the Vice President for Research, 
facilitates the transfer of University research to licensee 
companies for the development of new products 
and services that benefit the public good, foster 
economic growth, and generate revenue to support 
the University’s mission. The University has spun out 
more than 195 startup companies since 2006, with 10 
companies acquired or gone public since 2017.

FY2021 HIGHLIGHTS

	^ Record number of startups launched (20) and 
licensing deals executed (236)

	^ Ranked 18th on the NAI list of Worldwide 
Universities Granted US Utility Patents (2020)

	^ Expanded corporate engagement across the 
University, including a master research agreement 
and 12+ projects with Cisco Systems

	^ Tech Comm received a Tekne Award for COVID-19 
Community Response

	^ Discovery Launchpad mentored/coached 11 UMN 
startups, and via a Launch Minnesota grant, 
opened the incubator to 10 startups outside the University

	^ MNBridge, a new commercialization gap-funding program, received $700K in new external funding and helped 
coordinate funding for 36 UMN technologies

	^ Two UMN fruit varieties, the apple Triumph™ and pear Juicy Jewel™, were named with the help of the UMN 
community
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Key Tech Comm MetricsKey Tech Comm Metrics FY2021FY2021

New LicensesNew Licenses 236236

Revenue Generating AgreementsRevenue Generating Agreements 575575

Sponsored Research Commitments (MN-IP)Sponsored Research Commitments (MN-IP) $15.3M$15.3M

Startup CompaniesStartup Companies 2020

* Includes $152M Leidos/NIH clinical trials contract
Dollar amounts in millions • Charts by the Office of the Vice President for 
Research Data Services • Acronyms: College of Science & Engineering 
(CSE), Food, Agricultural & Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS), Veterinary 
Medicine (Vet Med), Education & Human Dev. (CEHD), Twin Cities (TC), 
Biological Sciences (CBS), Liberal Arts (CLA), UMN Crookston (UMC), UMN 
Morris (UMM), and UMN Rochester (UMR)
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RESEARCH AWARDS BY COLLEGE & CAMPUS 
(FY2021)

Learn more at: research.umn.edu/statistics

https://research.umn.edu/units/techcomm
https://research.umn.edu/about-us/umn-research-statistics

