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Institute Staff Work With Cypriots
to Improve Disability Services

This year, the U.S. Embassy in Cyprus,
through its annual Bicommunal Support
Program, focused on the vocational
education and job placement of people
with intellectual and other developmental
disabilities. As part of this Bicommunal
Support Program, Mary Hayden of the
Institute’s Research and Training Center
on Community Living and Laura
Bloomberg of the University’s Department
of Educational Policy and Administration
conducted a needs assessment of disability
services in Cyprus. Based on the
assessment’s findings, the two evaluators,
staff from Rise, Inc., Joan Purrington from
Metro School District 916, and two special
education teachers from the Minneapolis
Public Schools developed and provided a
three-week training session for a small
group of Cypriots, held in the Twin Cities.

Through face-to-face interviews, focus
groups, and informal discussions with
major stakeholders from the public and
private sectors, the needs assessment
sought to determine the Greek Cypriot
and Turkish Cypriot communities’
capacities to include people with disabili-
ties in society and to identify meaningful
and relevant employment opportunities
for them. While they were in Cyprus
conducting the needs assessment, Mary
and Laura identified seven Greek Cypriots
and Turkish Cypriots to attend the
training program in Minnesota. These
individuals included parents, profession-
als, and disability advocates.

The training program, which took place
in July and August, covered four themes:
« the importance of including vocational
education in the primary special
education curriculum,

» the importance of including vocational
education in the secondary special
education curriculum,

o the importance of vocational education
and job placement of adults with
intellectual and other developmental
disabilities, and

o the importance of community organiza-
tion at the grassroots level through
parent advocacy and self-advocacy.

Program participants visited area class-
rooms and colleges as well as Courage
Center and Gillette Children’s Hospital.
They also heard lectures and panel dis-
cussions and were given time to reflect on
how they could apply what they were learn-
ing to their communities back in Cyprus.

The training was well received. One
participant said, “The America trip has
widened my vision and my view of thinking.
Thank you.”

To learn more about this project or its
forthcoming published report, contact
Mary Hayden at hayde001@umn.edu or
(612)625-6046.

Study on the Adapnve and Challengmg
Behaviors of Deinstitutionalized Adults
With Mental Retardation.”

Dates to Remember ...

« September 16: ICI Council, 10-
11:30 a.m., 118 Pattee.

* September 25: Certificate Reflec-
tion Group, 12-1 p.m., 118 Pattee.

¢ September 27: Pizza Forum, 12-1
p-m., 118 Pattee.

¢ October 3: Strategic Planning
Committee Meeting, 3-4:30 p.m.,
118 Pattee.

¢ October 14: ICI Council, 10-11:30
a.m., 118 Pattee.



From the Front Office

News from ICI’s Administrative Staff

» Attention Graduate Research
Assistant Supervisors. Fall appointment
letters will be disseminated shortly. Please
review them with your GRAs and obtain
signatures, then return them to Beth
Nelson in 107 Pattee.

Updated Phone List, Mailboxes.
Phone list and mailbox updates should
be in place by the end of the month.
Please let Amy in 102 Pattee (4-6300;
kuro0008@tc.umn.edu) know of any
phone, office, mailbox, email, Web
address, etc. changes ASAP.

o P&A Staff Vacation Records. P&A
vacation records are due at the end of
the month. Please turn yours in to Beth
in 107 Pattee.

ICI Kickoff Coming Soon. Mark your
calendars! ICI's Annual Kickoff has been
scheduled for Wednesday, November
13 at the McNamara Alumni Center

(tentative time: 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.).
The Kickoff Planning Team is working
hard to plan this important event. Look
for more details soon!

¢ Certificate Reflection Groups.
ICI GRAs and students enrolled or
interested in the Certificate on Disabil-
ity Policy and Services are invited to
attend the upcoming Reflection Group
(part of the certificate program):
- Sept. 25, 12-1 p.m., 118 Pattee. Traci
Laliberte will talk about deaf education
and current disability issues in China.

¢ ICI's Community Advisory Council.
ICT's Community Advisory Council will
meet on Thursday, September 19. The
meeting will focus on federal updates
and youth development and leadership
opportunities across the state of
Minnesota. FFI contact Julia Socha at
(612)624-2008 or washe004@umn.edu.

Miscellaneous

« Upcoming “Assessments, Account-
ability, and English Language
Learners” Workshop. Martha Thurlow,
Rachel Quenemoen, Kristi Liu, and Mike
Anderson from the Institute’s National
Center on Educational Outcomes will
present the pre-conference workshop,
“Standards-Based Assessment, Statewide
Accountability, and English Language
Learners: A Primer,” at the upcoming
Midwest Regional TESOL (Teachers of
English to Speakers of Other Languages)
Conference in Bloomington, November 7.
FFI or to register, visit minnetesol.org.

¢ Arc Changes Mission Statement.
The Arc, a national advocacy group for
people with mental and developmental
disabilities has dropped “mental
retardation” from its mission statement,
saying the term has negative connota-
tions. The 24-member board of direc-
tors of The Arc voted in early summer to
make the change. (In 1992, the group
changed its name from ARC, an
acronym for the Association for

Retarded Children.) The group’s
previous mission statement, which
dated to the early 1990s, said the
organization worked for “children and
adults with mental retardation and their
families.” The new language reads: “The
Arc of the United States works to
include all children and adults with
cognitive, intellectual, and developmen-
tal disabilities in every community.”

« CFL Special Ed Advisory Council
Meeting. The Special Education Advisory
Council of the MN Department of Chil-
dren, Families, & Learning will meet Oct.
29 and 30. FFI about the Council, or to at-
tend this meeting as a guest, contact Mary
McDevitt-Kraljic at (612)638-1553.

+ Birthdays. Ann Clapper (9/22),
Christopher Watson (9/23), Jennifer
Hall (9/26), Robin Spanier (10/2),
Kristin Liu (10/7), Mary Hayden (10/9),
Julie Davis (9/12), Ana Pratt (10/14).
Did we miss your birthday? Let us know!
Call 4-6300 or email kuro0008@umn.edu.

Bits & Pieces

Information from the Institute’s Web
Development Team (110 Pattee, 6-8649)
and Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512)

From the Publications Office

o AAUAP Data Reporting. Attention
project directors/coordinators: it's time
once again to complete the annual on-
line AUCD (AAUAP) reporting of accom-
plishments. This reporting request covers
the period from July 1, 2001-June 30,
2002. To access the online reporting Web
site, go to http://ici.umn.edu/
aauapdata. This reporting generates
important information that we need in
order to create our annual report and to
help guarantee core funding. If you need a
refresher course on how or what to enter,
or if you are unsure as to whether you
need to enter data, or if you have forgot-
ten your password or need one, please
contact Jon Goldman at 6-1515. Also,
contact Jon if you don't have a copy of the
AUCD Data Collection Manual. Data re-
porting must be completed by Sept. 30.

o Alternative Schools Project Web
Site Launched. The Alternative Schools
project, a three-year project designed to
gather and synthesize information about
the policies and practices of alternative
schools across the nation (especially in
relation to students with disabilities),
has just launched its Web site at http://
ici.umn.edu/alternativeschools/.

o New Publications.

The Institute’s Research and Training
Center on Community Living (RTC) has
a new publication available:

- DD Data Brief: Children with Disabilities:
Social Roles and Family Impacts in the
NHIS-D (vol. 4, no. 1)

The Institute’s National Center on
Educational Outcomes (NCEO) has a
new publication available:

- 2001 State Policies on Assessment
Participation and Accommodations
(Synthesis Report 46)

o FYIDeadline. Items for the next FYI
should be submitted to Chris in 109
Pattee or e-mailed to opsal00] @
tc.umn.edu by Friday, October 11.
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