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Short Stor y The spri ng sun beamed dmm on the farmers 1-Ja tching the tree -

pl anting machine as it left a neat l i ne of young trees . Herman Paquin, Elbow Lake , 

pointed to a bunch of sleek steers and sc:id, 11 Last winter the northwest vJind blew a 

hundred pounds off every steer I m-mec.l. 11 Says l·'Iarvin Smith, Extension forester at 

the Uni versity of Hinnesota , in telling the stor y : 11 Livestock exposed to freezing 

winter blasts in unsheltered feE:Jd lots often lose instead of gain vreigh t . But the 

s heltered animal uses less feed t o 1 lceep his mm ftrrnace 1 going and puts more of it 

into f lesh . Stocks of young trees are no1;.r more complete than later, so orL_er now 

for spring de l ivery. Your count y agent hc:.s full information . 

Crops Returns Double Through Livestock - - 11 Income from crops is increased, often 
doubled, uhen they are fed livestock and mar keted as dairy and livestock products. 
But t he fE:Jeding has to be efficient. Eieh yi elds in livestock feeding as 1,rell as 
high crop yields are both essential i f a fa r m operator is to earn high income . Low 
yields can t hus be a serious handicap to even the most skillful dairy or stockman . 11 

That's S. B. Cleland speaking . He ' s a farm management specialist at the University 
of Ni nnesota . He points out that uhen crop yields on a livestock or dairy farm drop 
one per cent , pot ent ial earninr; poHer of that f ,-.rm is lilcely to drop three times as 
much--t hree per cent. And uhere yields drop lower than 30 per cent below normal, 
t hen the v-rhole f 2rli1 is likely to l ose money--regardless of high farm prices . 

Growi ng lfor e Interested -- l'Iinnesota fo.r mer s shovr great interest in their 
soil s-.-So says Alex Hooertson of SCS . In 1954, 6 , 000 farmers i n our nearly 70 soil 
conservat ion dis t ricts requested a soil survey. They1 ve learned that just as you 
can ' t judge a book by its cover, you can ' t judge a soil by just looking at it . When 
a soil sc~entist makes a soil map , it is based on examination of the soil four feet 
deep -- a "3- D vi ew". 

Soil Test a l1ust - - T.n1en you ' re hungry , you lmmil' what you want to eat--your 
body tells you that. But, how about ;:,rour soil? It can 1 t talk--except at harvest­
time . Only a soil test ~,rill tell you the nutrients it ' s hungry for . County agents 
have information on the University of Hinnesota ' s soil testing program. The infor­
mation--f r ee , of course . The soil tests--remarkably inexpensive . 
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