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camp was only half a mile north of the School and was fully 
staffed at that time. The main Park road ran through the campus 
area and was rerouted to bypass the School entirely, accomplished 
by the CCC's. In addition, part of the original road was torn 
up and a loop road constructed, with parking places on three 
sides of the loop. An additional parking lot was constructed 
east of the bunk house, encompassing part of the original road. 
The old road going north from the School was obliterated and 
planted to trees. 

SWIMMING AREA IMPROVED 

In the winter of 1937/1938, 1500 yards of sand was placed on 
the ice in front of the station by the CCCs. This sand sunk 
to the lake bottom in the spring and improved the swimming area 
greatly. 

LANDSCAPING CHANGES 

The CCC's also did several landscaping jobs during the 1938/1939 
period on the campus. The faculty cabins road was reconstructed, 
several footpaths were built, guard rails installed at parking 
lots, a recreational field leveled south of the cook shack, 
and rustic log signs were built and installed. Trees and shrubs 
were also planted on the campus. 

REA POWER 

Later, in early 1941, the power lines to the station were rebuilt 
and improved in preparation for the addition of REA power to 
Itasca Park. Late in 1941, REA came in and for the first time 
there was adequate power on the campus. The early days of REA 
power were difficult however, with many long power outages. 
The lines were run through the timber without adequate clearance 
so many outages were caused by blowing and falling trees. This 
deficiency was gradually corrected as time went on. 

DR. GRANOVSKY ''S ARRIVAL 

When Dr. Granovsky first arrived in Itasca Park, it was late 
at night and his car was disabled by stalling (or accident) 
about a mile south of the forestry station. He walked until 
he saw the first sign of civilization, the resident manager's 
house. There he knocked at the back door, which was adjacent 
to Nelsons' bedroom window. The Nelsons had retired but Walter 
heard the commotion and started talking to Granovsky through 
the screened bedroom window. Granovsky had a large, powerful 
flashlight which he immediately shone directly in Walter's face 
as he told his story. As the conversation continued, he pers ­
isted shining the light in the bedroom window, lighting up the 
whole room. Mrs. Nelson dared not get up since she was not 
dressed and the powerful light left no room for modesty! This 
went on for some time before Walter was able · to satisfy 
Granbvsky's problem and get the spotlight out of his bedroom! 
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PROGRESS WAS INTERMITTENT 

As can be seen by the attached table, the development of 
facilities was nearly stagnant from the building period of 
1911-1912 up until 1935. The original ten major log buildings 
for the school existed for some 23 years during that period 
with few changes. The exceptions are the enlargement on the 
bunk house in 1926, and the addition of washroom facilities. 
Also, the resident manager's house was enlarged with the addition 
of a small eating area and probably the back entry room, prior 
to 1928. The school had the partial use of the Green house 
and another state building near the lakeshore, for at least 
part of the period. The maintenance shop at the manager's 
residence was added in about 1930. There was actually the loss 
of one building in about 1931 when the nursery building burned 
down. 

The start of the Biology sessions in 1935 brought four new 
student cabins into usage. Presumably the nursery building 
was rebuilt in that same time period. These five buildings 
still exist today in modified form, but they are among the the 
oldest buildings on the campus currently, and they look very 
similar to their original appearance. Of course, hidden under 
a new exterior, the original logs of faculty cabin No. 4 still 
exist. Professor Cheyney would still recognize the familiar 
interior if he were alive to see it. 

The greatest change in buildings came after 1939, when Thor 
Schantz-Hansen was assigned directorship of the Itasca station 
in addition to his previously held directorship of the Cloquet 
station. Schantz was able to obtain funds for many new, badly 
needed buildings and improvements to the campus until he retired 
in 1959. He also scrounged material from both the twin cities 
campuses as well as Cloquet to supplemebt these funds. With 
the full cooperation of Walter Nelson and his right hand man, 
Erick Wallin, a great deal of improvements were made with a 
comparatively low cost. The labor rate in the Itasca area was 
around 75¢ to a dollar per hour for skilled carpenters at that 
time. Walter and Erick worked in the shop all winter building 
door and window frames and other parts needed for the following 
summer's building construction. 
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ORIGINAL LOG BUILDINGS AT ITASCA FORESTRY SCHOOL 

BUILDING YEARS IN USE 

Library (Bat House) 1911-1951 

Dining Hall (Cook Shack) 1911-1952 

Class Room (Horse Barn) 1910-1946 

Faculty Cabin #3 1911-1945 

Faculty Cabin #4 1911-1945 

Faculty Cabin #1 1912-1944 

Faculty Cabin #2 1912-1944 

Bunk House 1912-1950 

Insectary (Nursery Cabin) 1913-1932 

Resident Manager's House 1913-1944 

NUMBER OF MAJOR UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS IN USE EACH YEAR 

1912 

1935 

1959 

1999 

1 0 

14 

42 

60 
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PROFESSOR CHEYNEY 

Professor Cheyney was a very opinionated instructor and had 
hard and fast ways to do things. He apparently was not happy 
with having females in his classes at Itasca--! suppose he felt 
they did not belong there. Since Dorothea Cahill and Alice 
Stuart had been at Itasca in 1929 and 1930, he decided that · 
he would do his best to discourage any other girls from 
traversing that route. Consequently, when Helen Carkin of St. 
Paul tried to major in Forestry in about 1934/35 era, he flatly 
refused the request. He also refused to allow her in any of 
his classes, although she could take as many other forestry 
courses as she desired! His statement to her at the time was 
that having a girl in his class would restrict his language 
too much. Cheyney had a pronounced sense of humor which he 
readily exhibited to his students. 

In the 30's and 40's at Itasca, Cheyney and his wife took a 
ride through Itasca Park every evening that it wasn't raining. 
They were very punctual and it was common to see his Buick pass 
by the resident manager's house at a fixed time of the evening. 

For several years, on the 4th of July, Bob Brown and the author 
put on a very meager fireworks display at dusk in the field 
in front of faculty cabin 1. The entire Forestry faculty 
attended. Professor Cheyney always contributed a dollar to 
supplement our night fireworks equipment. This was a big help 
since a dollar bought quite a few pieces then. Bob Brown 
announced each device as we shot them off, since he had a deep 
and penetrating voice like his father. The few rockets we had 
did look attractive winging out over Lake Itasca. 

BROWNIE 

Cheyney and Brownie (R. M. Brown) both dressed in brown breeches 
and spats, with a brown shirt, when teaching. Brownie was as 
meticulous and exacting in his dress as he was in his instruction 
and presented a very commanding figure in the field. 

On their journey to Itasca for the start of the forestry session 
in June, Brownie and Bea usually arrived at a very late hour, 
such as 10 to 12 pm. Both were meticulous and exacting so it 
took considerable time to get every parcel placed in exactly 
the right spot in the car. Brownie's meticulous nature was 
evident in his teaching, as any of his students were well aware. 

HODSON AND MICKEL 

When Dr. Alec Hodson and Dr. Clarence Mickel were both at the 
Forestry School teaching entomology and ornithology respectively, 
they both lived in the nursery building across from the resident 
manager's house. Neither ever brought their families to Itasca 
while te~ching so the single men were always relegated to the 
nursery "insectary". 
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In the warm summer evenings Hodson and Mickel would appear on 
the road into the campus running past the nursery gate and would 
play catch with a snuff can cover! The cover would sail between 
them just like a frisbee and hop up and down in the air currents, 
much to the delight of the participants. The two professors 
had mastered a unique launching technique for the cover~ that 
resulted in accuracy and smooth spinning of the disc. The cover 
edge was held between the third and fourth finger of the throwing 
person and launched by flicking the wrist and hand in the 
direction of catcher. Bob Brown and the author watched this 
performance with awe, admiration, and envy and we were soon 
on our bicycles, searching the Park ditches for discarded 
Copenhagen snuff boxes! We practiced diligently when we had 
our own covers and eventually could do a reasonable job of 
copying the nursery professors . 

Alec Hodson was also very friendly with the Nelsons and would 
walk across the road to their house to read their paper or 
discuss the national affairs with Walter. He had a decided 
eastern accent which was interesting to us midwesterners, and 
he was a good conversationalist, especially over Freda's hot 
coffee and cinnamon rolls! 

FORESTERS' REPUTATION 

The forestry students had a reputation around the Itasca Park 
area of being a rather rowdy, unruly crew. Like many college 
boys, they searched out the few drinking establishments in the 
area and frequented them whenever possible. Bob Sauer, who 
ran a general store just north of the Park, originally sold 
beer in his store. At one time a forester arrived in the store 
with no shirt and was asked to leave by Bob Sauer and clothe 
his naked body. The student refused and Bob made a believer 
of him by whacking him with a rubber hose filled with lead shot 
on his bare hide and backing him completely out the door! 
Incidents like this from CCC boys also caused Bob to shut down 
the liquor portion of his establishment. 

The foresters also frequented Henry Stevens bar, just across 
the road from Sauer's, and later Qualle's store east of the 
Park. However, Douglas Lodge was the place to romance the girls, 
since there were always a group of young ladies of college age 
working as waitresses, dishwashers, cabin cleaners, clerks, 
etq. at that resort. Douglas Lodge was only about 3 miles from 
the campus and was accessible by water as well as by road. 
P~ofessor Cheyney said it was easy for the foresters to find 
Douglas Lodge--they just followed the groove in Lake Itasca 
carved by all the foresters' canoes before them . 
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NEW INFIRMARY 

Another significant event occurred in 1939- - a new infirmary 
building was built near the bunk house. The Scoutmasters who 
come to the Itasca campus every year donated money for this 
improvement. The CCCs built the building. It was the first 
campus building using the new construction style, which ~as 
used on all new buildings henceforth. Rough lap siding was 
used on the lower half and board and batten siding on the upper 
half of the building. The infirmary was constructed just south ­
east of the bunk house. 

NEW MAINTENANCE SHOP 

In 1939, construction was started on a new, larger shop and 
garage building at the manager's residence. The old shop was 
moved about 30 feet to the south and the new building built 
on the site the former building occupied. This construction 
was accomplished by the Veterans Conservation Corps, a group 
of out-of-work World War I veterans. The new building had a 
2-stall garage as well as a larger workshop area with benches 
and storage shelves, and a barrel stove for heating. In 
addition, a water pump and pressure tank was added to allow 
drinking and washing water in the garage as well as in the 
manager's residence. The old building was utilized as a ware ­
house and boat storage building. The new building was completed 
in 1940. On the west side of the building, a gasoline storage 
tank was buried and a hand gasoline pump mounted. This gave 
the resident manager the ability to buy gasoline in bulk for 
the University maintenance. 

SCHANTZ-HANSEN TAKES OVER 

In 1940, a new enlarged woodshed was built at the cook shack. 
That year Dr. Thorvald Schantz-Hansen took over as director 
of the Itasca facility as well as the Cloquet station he had 
been heading up for many years previously. His appointment 
as director initiated many improvements and additions to the 
campus which greatly enhanced its functionality. In Dr. Schantz­
Hansen's twenty years as director several new women's and men's 
cabins were built, a lakeshore laboratory was added as well 
as four other laboratories, a new dining hall and recreation 
building was built, a new resident manager's house was 
constructed, all four original faculty cabins were remodelled, 
as well as additional faculty cabins, and modernization of the 
electrical and water system was accomplished. 

LAKESHORE LABORATORY 

In 1942, the NYA (National Youth Administration) built a two­
story laboratory on the lakeshore near the boathouse. This 
allowed acquatic studies to be carried out in close proximity 
to . the source of their sample collections . . This building was 
primarily used by the biology session, and for the first time 
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equipment could be left on campus permanently instead of being 
hauled back and forth before and after each session. 

WORLD WAR II EFFECT 

World War II brought radically reduced enrollments in both the 
Forestry and Biology sessions and as a result Forestry cancelled 
the Itasca session for just one year, 1944. Biology classes 
were not held for 3 years however, 1943, 1944, and 1945. The 
open and semi-open years gave an opportunity to remodel and 
repair some of the faculty cabins without disrupting their 
occupancy. Two of the cabins, number 2 and number 4 were badly 
in need of repair at that point. Number 4 was the original 
director's cabin, occupied by E. G. Cheyney and his family since 
its erection in 191f. This cabin had light stained log walls 
on the interior as well as a fireplace and a log railed balcony, 
leading to two upstairs bedrooms. The remodelling preserved 
these "classic" portions, while removing the rotting front porch 
and the back door entryway. The kitchen and dining area were 
modernized and the outside, blackened logs were covered with 
a framework and rough board and batten and lap siding were placed 
over the logs, to match the new exterior design of Park 
buildings. Cabin 2 was stripped of its roof and porch and the 
four log walls were covered both inside and out with framework, 
so the logs were completely hidden. Obviously, the walls became 
very thick, but otherwise its history as a log building was 
not apparent. A rebuilt porch was installed and the whole 
building modernized and enlarged. Originally, cabin 2 was the 
smallest of the four faculty cabins and it had no fireplace. 
Cabin 1 was also remodelled during this period. 

RESIDENT MANAGER'S DWELLING REPLACED 

The old log resident manager's house was also demolished in 
1944 and replaced with a modern frame house. The Walter Nelson 
family moved to faculty cabin number 1 during the construction 
until cold weather, when they were forced to move into the work­
shop until the house could be finished, since the faculty cabins 
were not designed for 4-season usage. 

In early 1945, the resident manager's dwelling was near enough 
to completion for the Nelsons to happily move into their new 
quarters. Their joy was short-lived when in February they got 
word of their oldest son, Bob, missing in action in Burma as 
a B-25 bomber co-pilot. Later, he was declared dead. His body 
was returned in 1949 and buried at Fort Snelling. 

FIRST UNIVERSITY VEHICLE 

In 1946, the effect of World War II was deminishing, and Jeeps 
utilized during the conflict became available as surplus to 
public institutions. The University had one at the St. Paul 
campµs which was designated for the use of the Forestry Station. 
This was the first time a University vehicle was furnished at 
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Itasca. The resident manager was obliged to use his personal 
automobile for his work prior to this time. Walter Nelson had 
used first his Ford Model T, next his Ford Model A sedan with 
a trailer, then a 1936 Ford pickup, followed by a 1940 Ford 
pickup. Fortunately, the University paid mileage on these 
vehicles for University functions, but nevertheless, for the 
Nelsons' personal use, squeezed their family of five into pickup 
cabs for many years in order to accommodate the extensive 
University Forestry School usage on the campus. 

The "new" Jeep was a welcome addition to the Itasca campus but 
it lacked a top for inclement weather. However, Walter and 
Erick Wallin soon solved that (at least for winter) by building 
a wood removeable cab for the vehicle. This allowed the Jeep 
to take over the snow plowing duties in the winter also. The 
snow plow was also a home-built wooden device built by Erick 
and Walter. It hooked on to the front bumper and did an adequate 
job on the premises for many years. 

1-' ~~~~~~~~. 
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RESUMPTION OF CLASSES IN 1945 

1945 brought a resumption of Forestry classes after a year of 
closure due to World War II low enrollment. That year, a new 
Botany instructor, Dr. Louis W. Rees, started teaching at Itasca. 
He had been teaching primarily wood technology courses at the 
St. Paul campus since 1928, when he came from Syracuse, New 
York. Rees was essentially taking over Rosendahl's botany 
classes, since Rosendahl had retired in 1943. Louis Rees 
continued to teach at Itasca until 1962 when he died of cancer 
in November of that year in St. Paul. 

1946 CHANGES 

The following year construction of two new laboratories was 
begun. They were built east of the old log class room (horse 
barn), which then was subjected to tear down. The old log 
buildings were gradually disappearing. 1946 also was the last 
year of teaching at Itasca for E. G. Cheyney, the pioneer who 
had been present since the first days of the school. 

FACULTY AND BUILDING CHANGES IN 1947 

In 1947, Cheyney's replacement became Henry L Hansen, a 1935 
graduate. At that time, R. M. Brown became director of the 
Forestry session at Itasca. That year the area north of the 
bunk house was utilized and four new men's cabins were 
constructed there. These cabins had no running water since 
a central bath house was to be constructed in the area the 
following year. During September a 4H group utilized the 
school's facilities for a 3 to 4 day session, and would continue 
for several years thereafter. 

MORE CONSTRUCTION IN 1948 

The construction of new buildings continued in 1948, with the 
new men's bath house north of the bunk house and a warehouse 
built in the vicinity of the resident manager's house. Since 
lumber and other building materials needed to be kept on campus 
the warehouse was a welcome addition. Also, the tear down of 
the old bunk house was begun in preparation for a dining 
hall/recreation building to be built on the site. Another 
laboratory was started on the site of the old horse barn. 

ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION IN 1949 AND 1950 

In 1949, . the new dining hall building was begun, a new bachelor's 
faculty cabin was built (south of faculty cabin 4), a fireplace 
was added to the resident manager's home, and more men's cabins 
were built. During 1950, the new dining hall was completed, 
a cook's cabin was built, and tear down was begun on the old 
cook shack on the hill as well as the old library. The following 
year continued the demolishing of log buildings and additional 
women's cabins were started south of the dining hall. 
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LIBRARY/ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

1951 saw the construction of and combined library/administration 
building on the west side of the loop road. Now the campus 
had a central building with a telephone! 

DIRECTOR'S CABIN 

A director's cabin was needed for Schantz - Hansen and his family 
so faculty cabin 3 was completely remodelled into an attractive, 
spacious home for the director. This was completed in 1953. 
That year also added a laundry building for the faculty. A 
sad event in 1953 also occurred--Erick Wallin,. the faithful 
Swede who had been the resident manager's right hand man for 
many years, died of stomach cancer in October. He had been 
a central figure in every new building on the Itasca campus 
so he was sorely missed. Several forestry professors from St. 
Paul attended the funeral at Sell Lake Church north of the Park. 
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EXCHANGE OF SESSIONS 

By 1954, the Biology session was growing in quantity and in 
recognition, resulting in an exchange of course periods with 
Forestry. Therefore, the Biology session was increased to six 
weeks and started in early June, whereas the Forestry session 
encompassed the latter part of the summer. Since the foresters 
were no longer at Itasca on July 19, the traditional date of 
the "Burial of the Quiz", the tradition was finally abandoned. 

50th ANNIVERSARY 

1959 marked the 50th anniversary of the Forestry School. A 
celebration was held at the station on July 31st and August 
1st. During the events dedications were made to founders of 
the station--Samuel B. Green, E. G. Cheyney, and John P. 
Wentling. Also builders of the station were honored--Dr. T. 
Schantz-Hansen, Walter W. Nelson, and Erick Wallin. Pictures 
of all these persons were unveiled and were then hung in the 
recreation hall. About 150 people attended, including former 
students, professors, maintenance personnel, resident managers, 
as well as current dignitaries of the University. 

RESIDENT MANAGER CHANGES 

In 1960, Walter Nelson retired after 32 years of service as 
the resident manager. At this time there were nearly 60 major 
buildings in use at the station as a huge contrast to the 12 
that existed in 1928 when he started. His replacement, Al 
Fladung, took over on July 1. The faculty members were surprised 
and chagrined when they discovered a complete change in building 
management under the new manager. Suddenly all the maintenance 
buildings acquired locks on the doors, with permission required 
from Fladung to use any University tools or workshop. This 
was in sharp contrast to the trust his predecessor had shown 
previously with an "open door" policy for all faculty and 
students. This also ended the neighborly interaction between 
the resident manager and his family with faculty members which 
had been common for so many years. 

Fladung served until 1967, when Louis Wetzel replaced him. 
In 1972, Bob Boyle was appointed to the post. The numerous 
changes were perhaps typical of the modern period, when job 
changes became commonplace. 

MORE SESSION CHANGES 

In 1966, the Biology sessions encompassed both the first and 
second sessions of the summer and had essentially eleven weeks 
of school. The Forestry session then moved to the four wweeks 
in September. Since there were now many optional majors in 
Forestry, no longer did all forestry students attend the Itasca 
session-~ instead, only selected major courses were taught at 
the station. 
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90th ANNIVERSARY 

In October of 1999, the College of Biological Sciences, having 
recently taken over the administration of the Itasca Station, 
arranged a Forestry School 90th anniversary celebration, combined 
with the annual Biological Sciences Alumni Society Itasca 
weekend. A large turnout of attendees, totalling over 250, 
came for at least portions or all of the weekend. The housing 
facilities of the Itasca campus were used as well as resort 
accommodations in the area. Unfortunately, the weather turned 
unseasonably cold during the period, hampering some of the 
activities. The nights were in the low 20's and days barely 
40, with a cold northwest wind! The weather had been above 
normal for nearly the whole fall season so it was just a stroke 
of bad luck. 

A banquet was held in a large tent in the recreation field at 
noon on Saturday. President Mark Yudof as well as DNR commis­
sioner, and other dignitaries were to speak at the banquet. 
There were a number of unfortunate incidents which marred the 
occasion. The tent was cold so that everyone kept their heavy 
wraps on, the public address system refused to operate, and 
the "banquet" meal did not approach its billing (probably due 
to a caterer malfunction). In spite of these discomforts, there 
were a number of programs to attend during Saturday and Sunday. 
The author participated by giving history of the campus 
presentations. The representation of Forestry personnel and 
alumni was somewhat disappointing but may have been influenced 
by the weather and lack of adequate publicity. As expected, 
the Biology representation was very good. 

FORESTRY STUDENT POPULATION 

Reviewing the Forestry graduates over the early years of the 
Itasca Forestry School give9 . a generai picture of the usage 
and growth of the school. Starting with 8 graduates in 1910, 
the pre-World War I peak rea~hes 17 in 1911, then gradually 
diminishes to 1 in 1918. Po.st-war graduates in 1 919 totalled 
7 and showed a steady increase to 38 in 1934, followed by a 
dip to 10 in 1935, and ·a steep ascent to 89 in 1938. A sharp 
descent then occurs aimed at the low point of 9 as the effect 
of World War II is apparent. Post World War II graduates then 
accelerates rapidly to a high of 108 in ·1950. From that point 
on the rate hovers from around 60 to 100 graduates per year, 
until the late 1960's, when classes are often far above 100. 
It is apparent that the school has experienced a steady growth, 
only interrupted by the two world wars. 
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THE MODERN ITASCA CAMPUS 

Modernization of the Itasca Station continued and today over 
seventy buildings constitute the campus. The cabins are equip­
ped with propane gas heaters, refrigerators, complete bathroom 
facilities, and furnishings. The entire campus is connected 
to a central sewage system that services all of Itasca ~ark . 
These ''luxuries" were beyond the wildest dreams of the original 
inhabitants of the school. In addition, the laboratories are 
well equipped, a resident Biologist lives on the premises, and 
several of the buildings are equipped for year-round occupancy . 
In many instances, metal roofs have replaced the old cedar and 
asphalt shingles and even some siding has been covered in metal, 
all to increase longevity and reduce maintenance . 

It is beyond the intended scope of this document to discuss 
these relatively recent changes in detail. Further, the Biology 
sessions became the major thrust of the school in the later 
years while Forestry became a relatively minor part of the 
academic year at Itasca. It is assumed that the recent history 
is much more adequately covered than the meager documentation 
found as a basis for this document. 
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