
DRAFT MPAC MEETING MINUTES 9:00 a.m., Friday, September 6, 2024

Location: 0HWURpolitan 6WaWH 8QLYHUVLW\ /LbUaU\ 

Present: Chris Anning, Laura Benson, Beth Clausen, Dan Daily, Kim Dickson, Ashley Dress, 
Lisa German, Allison Hackenmiller, Johnna Horton, Stacey Lunsford, Tami Lee, Rachel Milani, 
Deanna Munson, Will Richter, George Seamon, Maggie Snow, Emily Waitz, Keri Youngstrand

Absent: Scott Duimstra, Deanna Munson, Mary Soucie

Guests: Gyade Badio, Hannah Buckland, Megan FitzGibbon, Kay Kirscht, Matt Lee, Melanie 
Magidow, Zach Miller, Gerri Moeller, Paul Swanson, and Jodi Hilgers, Randy Werner of Hilgers 
& Werner Marketing and Research.

1. Welcome and Introductions

The meeting was called to order by Chair Beth Clausen at 9:02 a.m.

Introduction of new members Chris Anning, Scott Duimstra, Allison Hackenmiller, Stacey 
Lunsford, Keri Youngstrand.

2. Approval of Agenda and Meeting Minutes

The Agenda of the September 6, 2024 meeting was accepted as printed.
The Minutes of the June 7, 2024 meeting were accepted as printed.

3. Election of Officers

Miller presented the slate of candidates: Beth Clausen, Chair; Stacey Lunsford, Vice Chair. 
There were no further nominations. The slate was elected by acclamation.

4. Minitex Reports

Strategic Initiatives
Snow reviewed the updated Policy Advisory Council charge, strategic priorities, and goals in the 
document. She noted staff will incorporate the list of strategic priorities into conference sessions 
to introduce library staff to the efforts.



5. Minitex Strategic Initiatives

Connect People to Lifelong Learning

Megan Fitzgibbon, Manager of Grants and Workforce Initiatives with the MN Office of Higher 
Education, presented an overview of the Minnesota Office of Higher Education Agency, 
highlighting Minnesota’s education attainment goal for 2025. OHE’s efforts toward the goal 
include financial aid and grant programs, outreach, research and analysis, and licensing and 
registration.

Minitex staff will share information and learning opportunities about OHE with Policy Advisory 
Council members as they become available to help get messages out to students.

One upcoming opportunity to learn more about OHE programs will be at the MLA conference 
session: Inclusive HIgher Education for Students with Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities.

Connect People to Resources

Hannah Buckland, Minnesota Office of Broadband Development, provided an update on the 
Digital Equity Act funding.

Minnesota has a history of doing good broadband work, but not digital equity work. Minnesota 
will use the $12,033,288 in funding to implement key digital equity initiatives outlined in the plan.

Seamon noted South Dakota State Library was involved in broadband programs early on, and 
will be continuing discussions and meeting with nonprofits to support them in these efforts.

Connect People to People

Library Awareness Survey

Miller shared the Library Awareness and Usage Study prepared for Minitex over the summer. 
The survey and panel represented 835 people from across Minnesota, with 100 from the Latino/
Latina/ Latinx/Hispanic community. The survey also ran in Sahan Journal/Pathfinder.

Insights:

● Nearly everyone is aware of libraries in their area.
● Generation Z (Ages 18-27) are aware of libraries and their value, but less aware than any

other generation.
● 8 out of 10 Minnesotans have used a library in the past two years. There was no statistical

difference between groups. However, there was a difference among Economic
Development Regions.

● 4 in 10 use the Library monthly. Hispanic/Latino use a library weekly.

https://www.ohe.state.mn.us/mPg.cfm?pageID=1532


● More Millennials use the library monthly. There’s also more frequency of use in some
regions.

● 8 out of 10 use the library to borrow books, videos, and recordings. The second highest
service was WiFi and computers. This increases dramatically for Hispanic/Latino users,
who also use the library as a cultural destination.

● 85% of respondents using a library within the past two years find it extremely valuable.
● Nearly half say libraries are extremely valuable to their communities, more than to

themselves.
● Generations value libraries differently

After reviewing the report, Council members discussed opportunities for advocacy and
collaboration opportunities.

Legislative Session: Minitex Funding Proposals
Through the Office of Higher Education Minitex has requested an additional $3 million for the
biennium. With the exception of resources for nursing last biennium, Minitex funding hasn’t
increased since 2014. We have opportunities and projects going forward.

An additional $9 million has been requested for an eHealth Library, a suite of resources for
health educators, health students, caregivers, and providers that would be available online.

Through Minnesota Department of Education, Minitex is requesting an increase of $2 million for
ELM resources. ELM funding has remained flat since 2007.

The Minnesota Digital Library is funded through MHS Legacy appropriations. We are
requesting an increase to $500,000 a year.

Minitex staff are working with the Minnesota Library Association on talking points and draft
letters. The MLA Legislative Committee will be asking for Policy Advisory Council support for
letter-writing and/or testimony.

Minnesota’s Access to Library Materials and Rights Protected Law went into effect August 1,
2024. All publicly funded libraries must have a policy and procedure for materials
reconsideration.

Connect People to Information

Member Updates
Johnna Horton, Minnesota State System: Minnesota State’s Leadership Conference is
scheduled for September. Horton and Rhonda Huisman will present a session on libraries.

Stacey Lunsford, Regional Library Systems: The group is discussing priorities for the legislative
session including requesting more money for library construction and Legacy funding, clarifying



“Professional Librarian” definition from the access law. The group is also considering updating 
MN’s Public Library Standards.

Ashley Dress, MultiCounty MultiWypes: The Multitypes and ITEM are developing the definition of 
a School Library. The final report on the school library census has been delayed. They are now 
working with Wilder to update and complete the report.

Lisa German, UMN Twin Cities: Systemwide, we rolled out Courseworks, providing all required 
textbooks online for undergraduates. The new President, Rebecca Cunningham, will be 
inaugurated September 18, 2024.

Beth Clausen: Metro State collaborates with Saint Paul Public Library - Dayton’s Bluff, students 
and the public are encouraged to use the shared resources and spaces.

6. Other

Miller distributed copies of the Minitex 2024 Annual Report. Copies will also be distributed in 
Minitex Messenger.

Next meeting, Friday December 6, 2024.

7. Adjournment

Clausen moved to adjourn: The meeting adjourned at 11:51 a.m.


