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University of Manitoba debaters yesterday won judges' and

audience nods in a UMD campus debaﬁe on groupism and the ind ividual

but t.e large attendsnce, as debate crowds go, was a more substantial wianer.
Yor the Manit@ba=UMD debaters discussing tiie merite of individual

vs. gronp effort and what kind of person results from eseh orened

many lines of thought to which‘ the ir listeners obviously resvonded.
In a "snif't of opinion” ballot, 18 members of the audience

said they vere swung toward the affirmelive side, rerresented by

wim Vanitobans Stuart Farber and Yack Walker, that too much group activity

res.ults in an =ffem & ineffective, conformist person,
Thirteen said they dinr were couvinced by D debaters Sherman
Conyea and James Bernard, both of Proctor, that group activity
instead pr@iuces_ more effective, creative, resourceful psrsongSs
But those who sided with Gonyea and Bernard were mux more emphatic
in their new opinion than wers those whe took the Barber<Walker viarpointe
By the point eystem used in measuring the strength of their new convictions,
both sides come wp with 25 points, UMD debate cosch Robert H, Harkenson said,
xx Noderabed by Michael Perman, Duluth East graduate and 3 UMD
sophomore, the debate brought out quotat iong £ ranging from ¥x Ralph Waldo
Emerson in "Self-Relianca'f to William L. Whyte's recent "The Organization Man."
Amons other points, the Canadiang con tendeds
Group aeticn tales too much time, encourages laziness and conformity,
stunts Individi.ality ond deludes persons within a grow abort a security
that may aot actually exist,



Abuse of the "egghead" is a prime example of group hazing of
the indivi:?ualist._

Many groups are simply mutual admiration societies with little
positive aim or direction, liembers of puxpesike purposeless groups are
"charter members of the vast league of the mediocre,"

Tn a changing era in which gro ps as such X camot B keep pace,
it is wp to the individial to maintain initiative, inquiry aal independence.

The U4D debaters countered:

A recent Columbia university st dy shows that x groups can Xk
reach better solutions sooner and and with fewer mistakes, beneriting
from individ al con @ibutiona,

Evidence of failure to identify with proper grors is in the
500,000 alcoholies ’ 631,000 mentally i1l hospital patients and 16,000
suicides last year, divoree rate of §7,000 and major erime rate of 1,400,600
during the first half of 1958

Group help indicated in such organizations as &dmodukx Alcoholics
Anonymous (75 per cent recovery), jomsk Narcotics Auonymous and obher group-help
movements shavg effective results in producing more yomimiiwm productive individuals.

Croups ereate the atmosphere and means for productivity, Activity
in the group® leads to greater self-reaiization, self-sufiliciency and
ereativity,



	UMD News Service (1958-10-30)--University-1
	UMD News Service (1958-10-30)--University-2

