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What is data curation?
“Data curation is akin to work performed by an art or museum curator. 
Through the curation process, data are organized, described, cleaned, 
enhanced, and preserved for public use, much like the work done on 
paintings or rare books to make the works accessible to the public now 
and in the future.”

- ICPSR
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Level 3 

Data Level Curation
open files and review data contents and may annotate /edit the data for accuracy or 
interoperability (I)  

Level 2 

Documentation Level Curation 
review documentation and request/add missing information for increased
 reusability (R)

Level 1 

File Level Curation
review files arrangement and perform file format conversions for 
increased accessibility (A)

Level 0
 

Record Level Curation
perform brief metadata checks for increased 
findability (F)     

 
Distributed as deposited     

Levels of Curation

Level 4
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Curating data requires collaboration

Researchers

Curator

Curator Repository

FAIR

Did the curation 
partnership result in FAIR 
data?

● Communication
● Expertise
● Buy-in?

Does the platform work 
for FAIR data?

Will this repository make 
my data FAIR?

● Services
● Policies
● Transparency

● Platform Features
● Technology 
● Standards
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Data curation is essential 
for data publication and 
reuse.
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Resources
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C
U
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T
E

(D)

Check files and read documentation

Understand the data (or try to)

Request missing information or changes

Augment the dataset

Transform file formats for reuse

Evaluate for FAIRness

Document your curation activities

z.umn.edu/curate
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Data Curation Primers
● How-to manuals
● Peer reviewed
● Topic / format 

background
● More than 40 

primers – and you 
can contribute to 
this library!

z.umn.edu/dcn-primers
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CURATE(D) Asynchronous Learning Modules

z.umn.edu/curate-modules
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Data 
curation 
doesn’t just 
happen here

Image source: https://datamanagement.hms.harvard.edu/plan-design/biomedical-data-lifecycle
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Thank you. 👋
mnarlock@umn.edu

mailto:mnarlock@umn.edu

