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CONTRIBUTORS HONORED AT CTS TENTH ANNIVERSARY -

The Center held its tenth anniversary celebration on November 12 in Minneapolis. Titled “A Decade of
Accomplishment—A Century of Opportunity,” the program honored key individuals in the Center’s past,
present, and future. Associate Director Robert Johns moderated the program and introduced State Senator
Keith Langseth, who authored the bill in 1991 that gave CTS annual operating funding. Langseth praised the
Center’s accomplishments and introduced Richard P. Braun, the Center’s founding director, who recognized
the contributions of those who started CTS and other leaders and organizations crucial in its development. A.
Scheffer Lang, chair of the Executive Committee, acknowledged the contributions of the 300-plus volunteers
who serve on the CTS councils and committees. He also praised the CTS staff and presented a plaque to Johns
in appreciation of his service as acting director. Mark Brenner, vice president for research and dean of the
Graduate School, declared that the Center’s accomplishments were made possible through the partnership with
the Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT); he then introduced Ed Cohoon, Mn/DOT deputy
commissioner, who reiterated the importance of partnerships and introduced new Director Gerard J.
McCullough (see below). The program was planned with input from the Center’s Information/Outreach
Council, chaired by Jill Schultz.

MCCULLOUGH DISCUSSES STAGGERS ACT & ISTEA I AT FALL LUNCHEON

As part of the tenth anniversary celebration, Dr. Gerard J. McCullough, the Center’s director, presented the
fall luncheon address on “Staggering Toward Efficiency: The Staggers Act and ISTEA II.” McCullough
described how the Staggers Rail Act of 1980, which deregulated railroads, could serve as a model for ISTEA
II, next year’s renewal of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act. McCullough, who was a
special assistant with the Federal Railroad Administration during the Carter Administration, said that the
Staggers Act worked because it led to a freight rail system in which the users of particular freight services
pay the full allocated cost of those services. As a result, the freight rail system is adequately financed and
uncongested, unlike the highway and air traffic control systems, which involve cross-subsidies. ISTEA
stopped short of adopting full cost principles, he said, but “ISTEA II should go all the way™”

e It should require (and assist) states to-identify the full costs of providing highway capacity—not just the cost of
pavement and structures but environmental, safety, and congestion costs as well.

e ISTEA II should provide incentives for states to explore and adopt full cost financing mechanisms, such as value
capture pricing, tolls, and congestion pricing. .
ISTEA 1I should encourage highway privatization on a much larger scale.

e ISTEA II should recognize that a full cost system is an “intelligent” system.

Building an efficient highway system will be much more difficult than building an efficient rail freight
system, he said, because there are so many more interests involved. But the Staggers Act gives reason for



being optimistic that “we can ‘stagger’ towards efficiency.” For a copy of McCullough’s speech call CTS at
(612) 626-1077.

OTHERS GUESTS HONORED AT TENTH ANNIVERSARY

In addition to the speakers noted above, other leaders were seated at the head table during the ceremony and
recognized for their or their organizations’ contributions. Included were Elaine Kienitz representing U.S.
Congressman Martin Sabo, who supported federal transportation programs that have involved CTS; Professor
Panos Michalopoulos of Civil Engineering, who with Professors Yorgos Stephanedes and Ray Sterling
prepared a proposal in 1985 for the formation of a transportation center; Jim Newland, chair of the CTS
Interim Advisory Committee, the precursor of the Executive Committee formed in 1988; Elliott Perovich,
former chair of the Regional Transit Board, an early funding source; Mike Sheehan, chair of the Local Road
Research Board, which provides funding for CTS research and technology transfer; Bill Smith, a former vice
president with General Mills who purchased furnishings for the fledgling center; and Al Steger, division
administrator with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), another early and continuing funding source.

PRT CONFERENCE DRAWS PARTICIPANTS FROM NINE COUNTRIES

The “International Conference on Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) & Other Emerging Transportation
Systems,” drew over 100 participants to Minneapolis on November 18-20. Sponsored by the Center’s
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Institute, the event also attracted reporters from KARE-ll TV news,
the Minnesota Daily, and Minneapolis-St. Paul magazine. Dennis Foderberg, director of the ITS Institute,
and A. Scheffer Lang, chair of the CTS Executive Committee, provided opening remarks. Speakers from
nine countries presented over 40 papers, including the following from Minnesotans:

e “Some Lessons from the History of PRT,” and “PRT Control: A Survey of the Field,” J. Edward Anderson,
former professor in the Department of Mechanical Engineering and founder and CEO of Taxi 2000. (Anderson
also moderated the luncheon session on November 19.)

e “PRT (Taxi-2000) and High-Speed Rail (Cybertran): Two Giant Steps Toward Sustainability,” Robert C.
McLane, Citizens for PRT

o “SeaTac PRT Program: Conclusions of Investment Study,” Richard Wolsfeld, BRW

e “Characteristics of a Pipeline Transportation System,” Yiyuan Zhao and Thomas Lundgren, Aerospace
Engineering & Mechanics Department, University of Minnesota

Other highlights included the display of a Raytheon PRT 2000 vehicle, the keynote speech by Jarold
Kieffer of the Advanced Transit Association (ATA), and luncheon speeches by Don Pickerell of the Volpe
National Transportation Systems Center and Andrew Euston of the Community Planning and Development
Office of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Papers of all the presentations are
available by calling CTS at (612) 626-1077. University staff involved included Steve Hay and Lowell
Benson of CTS and Gordon Amundson and Jean Martin of Professional Development and Conference
Services, which cosponsored the event along with the ATA and the University’s Office of Research and
Technology Transfer Administration. Following the conference, ten people attended a separate “Short
Course on Network Automated Guideway Transit Systems” held on November 21-22.
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NEW RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP AWARD ANNOUNCED AT FALL LUNCHEON

A new CTS award designed to honor research partnerships was announced at the fall luncheon. The Research
Partnership Award is designed to recognize research projects within the CTS program that have resulted in
significant impacts on transportation, and to reward those teams of individuals who have drawn on the strengths
of their diverse partnerships to achieve those results. Criteria and submission instructions are in the enclosed
form. An evaluation committee consisting of members from the six CTS Councils will review the nominations
and recommend a winning partnership to the CTS director for approval. Winners will be announced at the CTS
annual conference luncheon on May 14. If you are interested, please return your nomination form to Laurie
McGinnis of CTS by February 14.

CONSORTIUM MEMBERS DISCUSS ECONOMIC ISSUES

On November 15 members of a tri-state group known as the “Northland Transportation Consortium” met in La
Crosse, Wis., to discuss economic issues related to transportation. The purpose of the consortium, which
includes DOT officials and university researchers from Minnesota, Iowa, and Wisconsin, is to work more
closely together on common transportation problems. Minnesotans attending the meeting were Bob Benke of
Mn/DOT, Gerard McCullough and A. Scheffer Lang of CTS, and Professor Jerry Fruin of Applied
Economics. The outcome of the meeting was an agreement to focus on a set of key transportation/economic
questions and develop a related research agenda, with the next step being joint research projects. The next
meeting is planned for February.

PROFESSOR EXPLORES JOINT U.S.-EUROPEAN RESEARCH EFFORTS

Professor Eric Sheppard of Geography was an invited participant at a joint National Science Foundation -
European Science Foundation workshop in Strasbourg, France, in October. The workshop, the first such
NSF/ESF joint initiative, was held to develop a program for collaborative research between Europeans and
Americans. Topics included social change and transport, sustainable transport, globalization and transport
(where Sheppard was a discussant), information technology and its impact, and the role of institutions. One
output of the workshop will be a proposed research agenda of priority topics for joint European and North
American research. Sheppard has also published several papers recently: First, with R. P. Haining and P.
Plummer, “Spatial Price Equilibrium in Interdependent Markets: Price and Sales Configurations,” in
Regional Science 75 (1996): 41-64 (covering the spatial dynamics of retail gas pricing); and second,
“Modeling and Predicting Aggregate Flows,” in S. Hanson (ed.), The Geography of Urban Transportation,
second edition (New York: Guilford, 1995), pp- 100-128.

ITS EXCHANGE FORUM ANNOUNCEMENT ENCLOSED

An announcement is enclosed for the Third Minnesota ITS Information Exchange Forum, to be held March
12 at the Sheraton Inn Metrodome in Minneapolis. The event will include the ITS Minnesota Annual
Meseting, a luncheon, displays, presentations, and a featured talk by Hal Kasoff, who began a new position
as executive vice president of ITS America in November after serving 12 years as the Maryland state
highway administrator. Minnesota Guidestar and ITS Minnesota are forum hosts. A brochure with further
details will be available in January. Call Catherine Ploetz, (612) 626-2259.



CAREER PREPARATION SEMINAR IN FEBRUARY; STUDENT JOBS ATTACHED

The Center will hold its second Transportation Career Preparation Seminar on February 26, 1997, at Coffman
Memorial Union in Minneapolis. The event is designed for students and others interested in exploring a career
in transportation. It will include panels of transportation practitioners and faculty discussing transportation
career preparation, placement, and networking opportunities. Employers interested in exhibiting at the event
should contact Amy Polk of the Women'’s Transportation Seminar, (612) 215-0402. Details will be included in
the January Report. In other student news, a listing of transportation-related student jobs is attached.

OTHER FACULTY / STUDENT ACTIVITIES

Wibowo Setyawan completed a master’s degree in Industrial Engineering under the guidance of Professors
Saifallah Benjaafar and Kevin Dooley of Mechanical Engineering. His thesis, “A Cellular Automata
Simulation of Traffic Flow,” investigated the feasibility of using cellular automata models to accurately
emulate the actual dynamics of highway traffic flow. The work was supported by a grant from CTS/ATS
Institute. Dr. Benjaafar has completed a technical report titled Variance of Waiting Time in Polling Systems,
coauthored with Mehdi Sheikhzadeh. Results from the project will be presented at the upcoming Institute for
Operations Research and Management Science (INFORMS) meeting and the Industrial Engineering Research
Conference (IERC), sponsored by the Institute of Industrial Engineers. The report has also been submitted for
publication in Operations Research. Rachel Budelsky, a doctoral candidate in Conservation Biology,
presented a paper titled “Establishment Strategies in Carex: Implications for Restoration” at the 17th Annual
Meeting of the Society of Wetland Scientists in Kansas City, Missouri. Budelsky, advised by Professors
Edward Cushing of the Department of Ecology, Evolution & Behavior and Susan Galatowitsch of
Horticultural Science, won the Best Student Paper award at the event, which was sponsored by the Society
of Wetland Scientists.

UPCOMING TRANSPORTATION AND RELATED EVENTS

To publicize an event contact Pam Snopl, senior editor, (612) 624-0841; fax (612) 625-6381; e-mail
snopl001 @maroon.tc.umn.edu. For more comprehensive event information, visit the CTS Web site at
http://www.umn.edu/cts/.

Jan. 13-16 Transportation Research Board (TRB) Annual Meeting, Omni Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D.C.
Contact TRB, (202) 334-2934.

Feb. 19 1997 Transportation Legislative Reception, Radisson St. Paul. Call (612) 227-1905.

Feb. 25 CTS Winter Quarter Luncheon: “Mobility and the Automobile in the 21st Century,” by C. Kenneth
Orski, President, Urban Mobility Corporation. Radisson Hotel Metrodome, Minneapolis. Call
Catherine Ploetz, (612) 626-2259. (A registration form will be mailed with the January Report.)

Feb. 26 €TS-TransportationCareer Preparation'Seminar, Coffman Memorial Union, Minneapolis. Open to the
public. Contact Catherine Ploetz, (612) 626-2259.

Feb. 27 Minnesota Pavement Conference, Earle Brown Center, St. Paul. Sponsors: CTS, Mn/DOT, others.
Contact Catherine Ploetz, (612) 626-2259.

March 12 Third Minnesota ITS Information Exchange Forum (including the ITS Minnesota Annual Meeting),
Sheraton Metrodome Hotel, Minneapolis. Call Catherine Ploetz, (612) 626-2259.
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