
































































































































Minnesota's reputation as 
one of the top educational 
institutions in the country 
attracts students from every walk 
of Ii fe. These forn1er students 
have gone on to distinguish 
themselves in a variety of fields. 
Following is a sample of a few 
of those University of Minnesota 
alums who have made a name 
for themselves after their college 
days were over. 
• Wendell Anderson, forn1er U 

of M regent and governor of 
Minnesota 

• Sidney Applebaum, founder 
of Rainbow Foods 

• Earl Baaken, inventor of the 
first transistorized cardiac 
pacemaker 
Christiaan Bamard, 
performed world's first heart 
transplant 

• Mohamed Benaissa, Moroccan 
ambassador to the United States 
Janet Benshoof, president of 
the Center for Reproductive 
Law and Policy 

Susan Berget, geneticist, 
researcher with 1993 Nobel 
Prize winner 

• Constance Beny Newman, 
undersecretary for the 
Smithsonian Institute 
Michelle Brekke, NASA 
flight director (former student­
athlete) 
Warren Burger, retired U.S. 
Supreme Court chief justice 

• Norman Borlaug, 1970 Nobel 
Peace Prize winner, agrono­
mist credited with launching 
the "Green Revolution," 
increasing crop yields I 0-fold 

• Curtis L. Carlson, Carlson 
Companies 
Melvin C/m1i11, 1961 Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry 

• Seymour Cray, founder of 
Cray Research and co-founder 
of Control Data Corporation 

• Sam Dillo11, New York Times, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 
reporter 

• Dick Durrell, publisher, 
People magazine 

From high school champions to all-state 
and all-conference selections, they come from 
all over the state. Year after year, some of the 
finest athletes in Minnesota compete for the 
Golden Gophers. Keeping Minnesotans close 
to home and combining them with tremendous 
outstate recruiting, the Minnesota Women's 
Athletics Department is a melting pot of the 
nation's very best talent. 

Nearly half of the female student-athletes 
at the University of Minnesota hail from the 
Land of I 0,000 Lakes. Their reasons for 
choosing to wear maroon and gold are similar: 
community support, family and friends, 
outstanding programs with tradition and the 
feel of a hometown crowd. 

For some of these athletes, the scholar­
ship offers are many, the decision is difficult, 
but in the end, choosing the University of 
Minnesota turns out to be the best decision. 

Alums of Influence/Minnesota Pride 
Roger Erickson, WCCO Radio 

• Donalt! Fraser, forn1er 
Minneapolis mayor and 
United States senator 

• Orville Freeman, U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture under 
Lyndon Johnson, former 
Minnesota governor 
Archie Givens J1:, CEO of 
Legacy Management, director 
of Given Foundation for 
African-American Literature 
Endesha 1'1ae Holland, 
playwright/author 

• Hubert H. Humphrey, former 
U.S. Vice President 

• Stanley Hubbard, CEO of 
Hubbard Broadcasting 
Chris Ison, Minneapolis Star 
Tribune reporter, Pulitzer 
Prize winner 

• Garrison Keillor, writer/ 
humorist 

• Edwtml B. Lewis, 1995 Nobel 
Prize in Biology 

• Peggy Lucas, partner, 
Brighton Development Corp. 
Bill Luther, U.S. House of 
Representatives (D-Minn.) 

• Linda Mona, owner of 
Creative Environments and 
co-owner of Field of Dreams 

• E/ea11or fl1onda/e, MTV, 
CBS This Morning 
Walter Mondale. former U.S. 
Vice President 
Jon Pankake, musician/ 
writer, I 998 Grammy Award 
winner for best album notes 
Alford Pillsbury, founder of 
Pillsbury Corporation 

• Jim Ramstad, U.S. House of 
Representatives (R-Minn.) 

• Harry Reasoner, ABC News, 
CBS 's 60 Minutes 

• April Saul, Philadelphia 
Inquirer, Pulitzer Prize winner 

• Deke SIUJ,1on, Mercwy 
Astronaut 

• Gene Sperling, director of 
National Economic Council, 
presidential advisor 

• Bruce Vento, U.S. House of 
Representatives (D-Minn.) 

• Paul Volberding, 
groundbreaking A I OS 
researcher, director of AJDS 
program in San Francisco 

Looking back in the history of women's 
athletics at the University of Minnesota, some 
of the finest athletes have hailed from the 
home state of Minnesota. Fornier Golden 
Gopher gymnast and native of Afton, Minn., 
Marie Roethlisberger was named Big Ten 
Athlete of the Decade in 1990, was a four-time 
All-America selection and won the 1990 
national title on the uneven bars. Currently, 
she practices medicine as a M.D. 

The 1999-2000 year marked Minnesota's 
first national team champion, in women's 
hockey. The majority of original Golden 
Gopher hockey players are from Minnesota 
and could hardly wait to play in front of their 
family and friends. 

Swimmer Gre1c/1e11 f-lege11e1;ji-0111 Colog11e, Mi1111., 
is a.former American record/10/der i111he JOO 

breas/s/roke and a /4-lime All-American. 

Another well-known name in history is 
former Golden Gopher basketball standout 
Carol Ann Shudlick, who won a world title 
with the Columbus Quest of the American 
Basketball League. While at Minnesota, the 
native of Apple Valley, Minn., set the school 
record for career points scored and was a 
Kodak All-American. She earned the Wade 
Trophy, given to the nation's outstanding 
senior basketball player. 

Cologne, Minn., native Gretchen Hegener 
is the most decorated swimmer in Gopher 
history. In 1997, the 14-time All-American 
became the third athlete in Minnesota history to 
capture an individual NCAA title by winning 
the I 00 breastroke, setting an American record. 

Head hockey coach and Plymouth, 
Minn., native Laura 1-Ialldorson feels it is 
important to keep talented Minnesota athletes 
in their home state. 

"Recruiting Minnesota athletes is 
definitely a priority for me,'' Halldorson said. 

"It is one of our main recruiting philosophies. 
There is a great pool of players from Minne­
sota which continues to grow." 

Track and field athlete Aubrey Schmitt 
has experienced great success both on the field 
and in the classroom. Schmitt, from I-lastings, 
Minn., has earned four All-America honors 
and five Big Ten titles as a thrower. She is also 
a two-time Academic All-American. 

Whether they come from Redwood Falls, 
Park Rapids, or Minneapolis, these athletes are 
some of the most talented in the state and the 
nation. They have been and continue to be the 
backbone of women's athletics at the 
University of Minnesota. 
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The Minnesota Women's Athletics Department 
The University of Minnesota Women's 

Athletics Department is recognized as a 
trendsetter in women's sports, as one of on I y 
five Division I-A women's athletics depart­
ments in the nation separate from men's 
athletics. Founded in 1975, the department 
represents the only institution in Minnesota 
with Division I women's athletics. 

The University's commitment to 
women's athletics is apparent through 
legislative support given to the "U" and 
funneled to the Women's Athletics Depart­
ment, allowing the program to offer equal 
opportunities for women student-athletes. 

• With the addition of rowing in the 2000-
0 I season, the Women's Athletics 
Department offers 12 sports - basket­
ball. cross country, golf, gymnastics, 
hockey, rowing, soccer, softball, 
swimming and diving, tennis, track and 
field, and volleyball. 

The University of1Wi1111esota Women:~ Atliletics Department hosted Texas Tuxedo in lvlay 1999. 

Shown are Texas Tuxedo co-host Teny Ventura, 1\,fi1111esow Go,·emorJesse Ve11111ra. At/Jletics 
Director Chris Voci=. and University president A/ark lt!dof 

• The Women's Athletics Department 
boasts a budget among the top in the 
nation for women's athletics - over 
$11.8 million. 

• Women's Athletics Director Chris Voelz 
is in her l4th season at the helm of the 
Minnesota women's athletics department. 
Voelz is the longest-serving director in 
department history. 

• On the national scene, six of Minnesota's 
12 women's teams competed in either 
NCAA toumaments or team champion­
ships in 2000-2001. 

• In 2000-200 I, six female student-athletes 
earned All-America honors. 

• In the last year, five Women's Athletics 
sports earned top-20 national rankings in 
attendence, two in the top I 0. 

e---

During the last academic year, 91 
student-athletes earned academic All-Big 
Ten honors. 
The Women's Athletics Department 
boasts one team national champion, three 
individual national champions, an NCAA 
Top Six award winner, a Wade Trophy 
winner, an American recordholder and six 
top- IO team finishes. 

• In 2000-2001, Minnesota Women's 
Athletics finished third in unofficial Big 
Ten all-sport rankings. 

• Overall, 62 percent of the Gopher women 
student-athletes finished with a GPA 
higher than 3.0 in 2000-200 I. Fourteen 
finished with a perfect 4.0 GPA. The 
average department GPA has been 3.0 or 
above for 27 consecutive academic terms. 

• Minnesota women's athletics has secured 
over $17 million from state appropria­
tions and private gifts in the last four 
years toward the building of new athletic 
facilities for the hockey, tennis, softball 
and soccer teams. 

Hub of Activitv 
Hosting major events is common­

& place at the University ofM111nesota. The 
~ Women's Athletics Depaiiment has ... -... .. --... 

J 
Above: Mi1111esott1 hosted the 

!11t111gura/ NCAA Collegiate Womens 
Ice Hockey Championship 011 March 

23 and 25, 2001. 

Right: Minnesota hosted and 
participated in the first and second 

1v111uls of the NCAA Volleyball 
Toumament, rf1est Region, 011 

December 1-2, 2000. 
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hosted five national championships, three 
NCAA Regional Championships and 

.. numerous Big Ten Championships during 

Chris Voelz' tem1 as Athletics Director. 
Among the many national events the 

Gophers have played host to are the 1993 and 
1998 NCAA Women's Swimming and Diving 
Championships, the 1995 Women's Final 
Four, the 1992 NCAA Gymnastics Champion­
ship, the 1988 NCAA Volleyball Champion­
ship and the Inaugural NCAA Women's Ice 
Hockey Championship in March, 200 I. 

The state of Minnesota's suppo1i of 
women's athletics has resulted in a number of 
national attendance records. The first national 
record was set in 1988, when 17,202 fans 
attended the NCAA Volleyball Championship. 
In 1989, a record crowd of 4,969 attended the 
NCAA Mideast Regional volleyball first-
round match. The 1993 Mideast Region 
semifinal drew 6,002 fans and was the third­
largest volleyball crowd in the nation at that 
point in the season. The 1990 NCAA Women's 
Gymnastics Central Regional attracted a 
record crowd of7,591 to 
Williams Arena. A 
women's collegiate 
hockey record of 6,854 
fans was set at 
Minnesota's inaugural 
game at Mariucci Arena 
in 1997. 

Communitv 
Support 

The University of 

Linda Mona 
Arfriso1:v Co1111cil 

Chair 

Minnesota Women's Athletics Department 
would not be nearly as success fol if it were not 
for the great community support that the 
department and student-athletes receive over 
the year. Minnesota prides itselfon its 
wonderful volunteer base that allows the 
University and the Women's Athletics 
Department to host all of these events. The 
Women's Athletics Advisory Council. led by 



The Minnesota women's Athletics Department 
2001-02 Advisorv council 

Linda Mona, Chair 
Anne Atwood 
Ann H. Barkelew 
John Blackshaw 
Wendy Williams 

Blackshaw 
Julianne Bye 
Holly Calleo 
Matt Colford 
John Cowles 
Sage Cowles 
Marilyn Doyle 
Jim DuBois 
Jim Erickson 
Priscilla L. Faris 
Cathy Forciea 
Susan Goldstein 
Karyn Gruenberg 
Sue Jaqua 
Kim Jeffries 
Jill Johnson 
Suzanne Joyce 

Nancy Lindahl 
Lisa Lissimore 
Peggy Lucas 
Brenda Mathison 
Sheran McNulty 
Claudia Lindell 
Wenda Moore 
Deborah Olson 
Nancy Peterson 
Kelly Shasky 
Lynnette E. Sjoquist 
Stephanie Smith-

Thompson 
Robbie Soskin 
Leslie C. Turner 
Lee Valsvik 
Kristen Vandersall 
Chris Voelz 
Maxine Wallin 
Anne Wight 
Bill Wren 

Past Chairs and Emerita 

Sharon Bredeson 
Gladys Brooks 
Marilyn Tickle Bryant 
Sheryl Ramstad Hvass 
Eloise Jaeger 

Mary Lange 
Peggy Lucas 
Maxine Nathanson 
Kathleen Ridder 

chair Linda Mona, is made up of professionals 
in the Twin Cities area who offer their 
knowledge and expertise helping the Women's 
Athletics Department expand professionally 
and financially. In addition to providing this 
expertise, the Advisory Council also serves as 
a mentor group to staff professionals and 
student-athletes alike thoughout the year. 

Sports Medicine 
With the state of Minnesota a national 

leader in health care, it has become possible 
for the University to have the finest health 
care professionals on its staff. The University 
of Minnesota athletic training 
staffs are led by one such 
professional. Dr. Elizabeth 
Arendt oversees the sports 
medicine coverage for the 
women's and men's athletics 
departments. Dr. Arendt is an 
associate professor in the 
University's Department of 
Orthopedic Surgery. She is a 
member of the President's 
Council on Physical Fitness and 
Sports, the American College of 
Sports Medicine Committee 

Joining Dr. Arendt are Family Practice/Sports 
Medicine Physicians Dr. David Wang and Dr. 
Richard Fiest. Together with the rest of the 
outstanding medical providers of the 
University's Boynton Health Service, our 
student-athletes receive high-quality care on 
and near the university campus. 

Excellent facilities, a knowledgable and 
dedicated staff, preventative measures and a 
continuous desire to provide the best medical 
care possible to the Gopher student-athletes 
add up to a University of Minnesota sports 
medicine team on the cutting edge of the 
national sports medicine scene. 

Athletic Medicine 
The women's athletics medicine unit is 

headed by the Director of Athletic Training 
and Performance Enhancement and supported 
by a full cast of assistant athletic trainers and 
strength and conditioning specialists. The 
certified athletic training staff, the strength and 
conditioning staff, student athletic trainers and 
massage therapists bring the best in injury 
prevention, evaluation, treatment and 
rehabilitation to the women student-athletes. 

The Women's Athletics Department hosts 
a newly revamped, extensively equipped 
athletic training room in the Bierman Athletic 
Field Building, as well as facilities in the 
Sports Pavilion, the Aquatic Center and 
Mariucci Arena. 

Strength & Conditioning 
Women's Athletics has long recognized 

the field of strength and conditioning as a 
crucial element of a student-athlete's full 
development. The staff offers year-round 
strength training and conditioning programs 
designed to meet individual athlete and team 
needs and goals. A new Women's Athletics 
weightroom is scheduled to open in 2002. 

and the Minnesota Amateur 
Sports Commission. She serves 
as the team physician for Team 
USA women's ice hockey and 
women's soccer and is a leading 
researcher in the field of 
injuries in female athletes. 

A11,/e1ics Direc/or Ci,ris Voe!= poses wi1!, Belmar G1111derso11. at /eji 

(1/,e depar1111e111 :i first directm). and Eloise Jaeger (U11iversi1y of 

Mi1111esota 11·0111e11 5 att,/etics pioneer). a/ rig/11. during 1/te Women:~ 

A1t,/etics 251!, A1111iver.wir,· gathering. October 27. 2000. 

The University of Minnesota 

finished 23rd in the eighth annual Sears 
Directors' Cup final standings for the 

2000-200 I athletic season. The 
competition recognizes the finest all­

around collegiate athletics programs in 
the nation. 

The all-sports award, presented by 

Sears and the National Association of 

Collegiate Directors of Athletics 

(NACDA), honors Division I schools 

with the best perfom,ances in 20 sports, 
IO men and IO women. 

Minnesota's highest finish was 14th 

in the inaugural Sears Directors' Cup 
competition in 1993-94. The Gophers 

have finished in the top 25 seven of the 

eight years of the competition. Here are 
the 2000-200 I final standings: 

I. Stanford 1359 
2. UCLA 1138 
3. Georgia 890.5 
4. Michigan 864.5 
5. Arizona 863 
6. Ohio State 862 
7. Florida 847 
8. Southern Cal 817.5 
9. Arizona State 801 

10. Penn State 775.5 
11. Notre Dame 764.5 
12. California 761 
13. Nebraska 753 
14. Washington 748 
15. North Carolina 729.5 
16. Duke 722 
17. Brigham Young 708 
18. Oklahoma 698.5 
19. Texas 672 
20. Wisconsin 671.5 
21. Tennessee 661.5 
22. Louisiana State 653.5 

23. Minnesota 639 

24. Princeton 569.5 
25. South Carolina 539 
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Academic Counseling and Student Services 
The Academic Cow1seling and Student 

Services unit at the Un.iversity of Minnesota 
provides student-athletes with comprehensive 
academic support and student development 
programs. The cornerstone of the academic 
..,..,..,.....~--~--, support program is the 

efforts of academic 
counselors assigned to 
work with teams in 
providing guidance and 
support to student-athletes 
as they progress through 

:::3....-'-~~.:E their academic careers. 
Carol Gruber 

Director of 
Academic 
Cou11seli11g 

There is also strong 
support from learning 
specialists, who work with 
student-athletes on 

learning styles and strategies. 
The mission statement of the Academic 

Counseling and Sn1dent Services unit states 
that the department strives for "the develop­
ment of educated, responsible, and self-reliant 
men and women as they pursue a baccalaure­
ate degree to prepare to meet the challenges of 
a continuously changing world." The efforts of 
the staff members are focused on a vision of 
the future and what the future brings to 
student-athletes who will graduate from the 
"U". 

The goals of the staff members include 
preparing student-athletes to compete for 
graduate school admission or the career of 
their choice through an undergraduate 
experience where they are empowered to 
make positive decisions affecting their 
academic success. A degree from the Univer­
sity of Minnesota should not be the only result 
ofa student-athlete's experience. 

Academic counselors assist student­
athletes in a variety of ways. They help 
develop academic plans, provide personal 
guidance, assist in the selection of a major, 
provide eligibility information and make 
campus and community-based referrals. They 
also help students seek internships, postgradu­
ate scholarships and graduate school admis­
sion. 

Recognizing that the 
first year in college is often 
the most difficult, the staff 
helps new students to make 
a successful transition into 
college. Research shows 
that a good predictor of 
retention and graduation is 
the student's academic 
achievement during the first 
year. 

Study Program, which includes study groups, 
group tutoring in math and other subjects, and 
the development of computer skills. Selected 
students may also participate in the Enhance­
ment Program, which focuses on time 
management, goal setting and the develop­
ment of personal learning strategies. 
Minnesota's commitment to academic success 
is evident in its facilities. 
Student-athletes have access 
to a 3,400-square foot 
learning center in the 
Biem1an Field Athletic 
Building, expanded and 
renovated during the summer 
of 200 I. The renovation 
updated the learning center to 
be one of the finest and 
largest in the Big Ten 
Conference and the country. 
The center houses state-of­
the-art equipment, two 
computer labs, IO tutor rooms 
and classrooms, a media 
room, a library, a resource 

Personal Development 
Primarily addressed through educational 

seminars and workshops, personal develop­
ment addresses pertinent issues, such as the 
transition to college, relationship violence, 
time management, gambling, dmg and alcohol 
awareness, nutrition and leadership skill 
development. 

room and an administrative S111dent-athletesfrom the ll'0men ,. basketball team huddle up with youth 
suite for the Academic during the St. Paul Girls Night 0111 in Februmy of 2001. 

Counseling and Student Services staff. 
The responsibilities surrounding Division Communilv Service 

I student-athletes go beyond the competition 
of athletics and academics. Student-athletes 
are role models within the community, 
providing leadership by example for thousands 
of children wanting to become Golden 
Gophers. At the University of Minnesota, 
student-athlete development provides life 
skills by teaching student-athletes the 
responsibilities of being role models in their 
community. 

The Academic Counseling and Student 
Services unit also provides student develop­
ment programming for Men's and Women's 
Intercollegiate Athletics. Student development 
programs are broken down into three key 
components: personal development, commu­
nity service and career planning. 

The community service program provides 
opportunities for student-athletes to explore 
the benefits of community involvement 
through volunteer programs and other means 
of contribution. Golden Gopher sn1dent­
athletes have participated in the DARE 
program, the "Stay in School" speaking 
programs and the Big Sisters program, in 
addition to community literacy programs. The 
student-athletes have also worked food lines at 
homeless shelters and made numerous visits to 
children's hospitals and medical centers 
throughout the Twin Cities. 

Career Planning 
The career planning program is a 

comprehensive program designed to help 
student-athletes evaluate their career 
aptitudes, prepare an effective resume, 
develop interviewing skills and take 
advantage of internships and career explora­
tion opportunities. Future plans also call for a 
career fair, the development of a Golden 
Gopher Athletic Alumni database and 
seminars about agents and professional 
contracts. 

The student development programs are 
designed to develop Golden Gopher student­
athletes into leaders both on and off the 
field. Leaders are responsible people who To assist new students 

with meeting their goals for 
academic success, all first­
year student-athletes 
participate in an Evening 

Womens hockey st11de11t-athletes participated i11 the "Po11·er Read" 
campaign last year sponsored hr local puhlic libraries. 

are goal-oriented and have direction. 
Secondly, they have a positive effect on 
others through their words, actions and 
examples. 
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The Berg Fund 
Named after legendary golfer Patty Berg, 

the Berg Scholarship Fund was established in 
1976to 
support 
scholarships 
for female 
student­
athletes. Each 
scholarship 
provides a 
student-athlete 
with full or 
partial tuition 
and fees, 
textbooks, and 
room and 
board. 

The immediate goal of the Berg Fund is 
to secure annual donations, while the 
establishment of endowed gifts is a long-tem1 
goal. Designated scholarships may be 
established through gifts of cash or securities 
or through deferred giving such as bequests or 
charitable remainder annuities and trusts. 

For more information 
about opportunities 
listed on this page, 
please contact Janda 
Hammons. 
Phone: 612-624-4319 
E-mail: 

Jo11da Hammons hammo0l4@umn.edu 
Develop111e111 Officer 

Supporting Women's Athletics 
Campaign Minnesola 

As part of the University of Minnesota's Campaign Minnesota, Women's Athletics is 
engaging in a $6.5 million capital campaign. This campaign enables us to be a strong contribu­
tor to the overall University community and to greet the 21st century as a leader among the 
nation's intercollegiate athletics departments. 

With private donations, we will be able to "take our game to the next level'' and consis­
tently be one of the nation's top ten women's academic/athletics programs in all sports. The 
following campaign opportunities are available: 

• Center of Excellence for Athletic Medicine, Wellness and Performance Enhancement 
• Endowed Internships & Scholarships 

Planned Giving ~ "?' 
• Facilities and Equipment Enhancement CAMPAIGN~ MINNESOTA 

Coca-Cola and lhe "U" 
The University of Minnesota Women's 

Athletics Department is benefiting from an 
unprecedented University-wide I 0-year 
partnership with the Coca-Cola Company. The 
entire contract is valued at $28 million over I 0 
years and represents the most comprehensive 
and lucrative beverage program in the nation. 

As part of the partnership, Coca-Cola 
made an up-front payment of$1.1 million in 
support of Title IX initiatives toward women's 
athletics, particularly the addition of women's 
ice hockey as the I Ith intercollegiate sport. 
Coca-Cola is also supporting marketing 
projects for women's athletics and is the title 
sponsor of the Diet Coke Volleyball Classic. 

251h Anniversarv CelebraUon 
On the weekend of October 27-29, 2000, 

Women's Athletics celebrated 25 years of 
athletics at the University and the pioneers 
who paved the way for today's female 
athletes. The Department inducted the fourth 
class to its Hall of Fame and welcomed many 
alums, friends and fans with a weekend full of 
activites and events. 

Parents and Alums, Thank You for Your Support 
The following alumnae contributed to the Berg Fund in 2000-200 I:* 

Christine Abbott-Kletti 
Diane Achterkirch 
Linda 8. Albrecht 

Kristin Allstadt 
Vicki Barron 

Mary Baumgartner 
Patricia Blazick-Peterson 

Kari Bollum 
Kathy Casull 
Kim Cooke 
Liz Cutter 

Rosalee Dallman 
Kari Dinkins 

Marilyn S. Eddy 
Denise D. Falls 

Nicole Fiest 
Tammy Fox 

Jonda Hammons 
Nancy Harris 
Ann Harris 

Patricia Harvieux 
Cindy Haugejorde 

Shelley Hermes 
Alicia Hicken 
Lynda Hislop 

Stacy A. M. l-lohertz 
Kate Hughes 

Susan Jorgensen 
Julie Jorissen 

Judy Jungwirth 
Dr. Patti Kile 
Leigh K lasse 
Judy Knight 

Susan M. Lazarz 
Alison Lucas 

Mary B. Mandcrfeld 
Brenda Mathison 

Sally McConvillc-Erickson 
Britta McKenna 
Phoebe Miron 

Mary "Sis" Moore 
Dr. Siobahn Morgan 

Laurie Nelson 
Linda Olsen-Fish 
Kimberly Olson 

Kathy M. Peterson 
Anita Powers 

Cynthia D. Rihm 
Vivian See 

Zana W. Sehlin 
Cindy Seikkula 
Linda Strande 
Pat Stringer 

Betty L. Swanson 
Jessica Sweeney 

Bridget Thompson Brask 
Dr. Hope Bouvctte Thornberg 

Kristen Vandersall 
Andrea Winghart 
Julie Zieminski 

• /Ve 11pologi;e ifa11y 1w111es lwl'e heen 0111i1ted. Please contact Janda /-la111111011.1· 
111 f,J ].f,]4-43 /9 ifyo11 have hel'/1 i1wrfrertelllzl' lefi o/Jthis list. 

The Women ·s Athletics Department would al o like to acknowledge and thank 
friends and fans who have contributed to our booster councils. 

The following parents contributed to the Berg Fund as 
part of the Parents Campaign in 2000-200 I:* 

Karen & Alan Allstadt 
Linda & Roland Anderson 

Barbara & Dennis Axel 
Marie & Richard Batza 
Pat & William Bennett 
Tina & Dennis Berg 
Gregory Beuckcns 

Linda & Harvey Castner 
Char & Jim Christensen 

Yvonne & Sherman Danielson 
June & William Deppe 

Linda Donaghue 
Phyllis & Robert Eibcnsteiner 

Rosemary & Gerry Elsen 
Jenny & Jim Fisk 

Pam & Ivan Foesch 
Nancy & Mark Frana 
Pam & Mike Glaser 
Lynn & Doug Glenn 

B. Jeffrey Graves 
Della & Kurt Gun.ml 

Nancy & Thomas Guzauskas 
Linda & Joe Hammons 

Judy & John Hennen 
Jarrie & Gary Hesse 

Caralie & Phillip Hop 
Sheila & Leonard Jones 

Nancy & Charles Knaeble 
Theresa & Michael Lushinc 

Sheran & Jim McNulty 
Suzanne & Richard Mickschl 

Kathleen & William 
Montgomery 

Shelley & Carl Nannenga 
Char & Michael Nicholson 

Deb & Allen Olson 
Robin & Fran Peterson 

Julie & Dennis J. Recknor 
Nonna & Alan Rose 

Michiyo & Tom Skokut 
Karen & Dwayne Stafford 
Diane & Bruce Vandersall 

Stephen Weld 
Nancy & John Woods 
Sylvia & Fred Yutuc 
Rick & Ann Zweig 
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The Minnesota Women's Athletics Department 
First-Class Facilities 

The University of Minnesota has seen a 
recent boom in building and construction. 
Since the arrival of athletics director Chris 
Voelz in 1988, a host of new athletic facilities 
have been added to the U of M campus, 
creating an athletic complex that went from 
being one of the worst in the Big Ten to one of 
the best in the entire nation. 

Elizabeth Lvle Robbie Stadium 
Thanks to a generous gift from Deborah 

Olson in the name of her late mother, 
Elizabeth Lyle Robbie, a new soccer stadium 
opened in September I 999. The state-of-the­
art facility seats 1,000 spectators. Along with 
the primary playing field and practice fields, a 
two-story building contains two hospitality 
decks, media, team and club room facilities, 
concessions, athletic training and restrooms. A 
ticket kiosk and plaza area are included 
outside of the stadium. 

Elizabeth Lyle Robbie Sradium 

Jane Sage Cowles Stadium 
Jane Sage Cowles Stadium opened 

for the beginning of the 2000 softball 
season, courtesy of primary donors Sage 
and John Cowles and legislative funding. 
It is one of the finest single-field facilities 
in the country. The lighted-for-television 
facility seats L,000 spectators. Along with 

susbstantial gift from the late Dorothy L. 
Sheppard, Minnesota built the University 
Aquatic Center in 1990 and has hosted a 
number of major swimming and diving events 
since its opening. Among the events held at 
the UAC were the 1993 and 1998 NCAA 
Women's Division I Swimming and Diving 
Championships, the 1998 Phillips 66 National 

the primary playing field complete with _ 

dugouts and bullpens, a two-story t~ f • , 
building behind home plate includes a ~h~ • ~- . j ·._ 
club room with a hospitality deck, a "~ . ~ • r -.f: • -s- :: ~,.., •~ 
substantial press box, athletic training and ~~ , f' =-
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Sports Pavilion 
The Sports Pavilion, renovated from the 

original Mariucci hockey arena, opened in 
December 1993 and is the home for Gopher 
women's basketball, volleyball and gymnas­
tics, as well as wrestling and men's gymnas­
tics. The Sports Pavilion is one of the few 
athletic facilities in the nation where women 

food service. A ticket kiosk and plaza • •/': ·' '_i:1..f_t_ ~. · • 1~ • ,':<! • " • • 
area are featured at the entrance to the • • 'M =-- ' K 1 
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have priority in schedul­
ing. Seating over 5,700 
fans, the Sports Pavilion 
adopts a special look for 
each competing sport. It 
includes the expansive 
Ridder Lobby, locker 
rooms, a team meeting 
room, a club room, a 
media-meeting room (the 
Sundet room), an 
equipment room, an 
athletics training facility, 
a weight room and the 
traditional "V" victory stadium, along with additional practice 

facilities. 

Universitv Aquatic Center 
The University Aquatic Center and the 

Dorothy L. Sheppard Pool is truly the 
centerpiece of the women's athletics facilities 
at the University of Minnesota. Thanks to a 

.J_A . . 
t 
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Championships, the 1994, 1996 and 2000 
NCAA Men's Swimming and Diving 
Championships, over IO Big Ten Champion­
ships, a U.S. Open, the U.S. Olympic Festival, 
Junior Nationals, Master's Nationals and the 
International Summer Special Olympics. 

•"" ' 

J(l11e Sage Cowles Sradium 
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light. The Sports Pavilion 
plays host to a number of 

regionally and nationally televised events and 
is regarded as one of the best arenas in the Big 
Ten and the nation. 

Bierman Track & Field Stadium 
The Bierman Track and Field Stadium is 

home to a 400-meter track with ten 40-inch 
lanes, making it the one of the largest tracks in 
the United States. The complex includes four 
horizontal jump runways, three pole vault pits, 
a high jump area, an outside water barrier for 
the steeplechase, three throwing areas for the 
discus, two for shot put, two for the javelin 
and one for the hammer. 

Since the opening of the stadium in July 
of 1990, the Bierman Track & Field Stadium 
has hosted several major events. It was the site 
of the 1990 U.S. Olympic Festival, the 1991 
International Special Olympics and the 1992 
and 1995 Big Ten Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships. 



Bierman Track and Field Stadium 

Les Bolstad Universitv of 
Minnesota Golf Course 

The Les Bolstad University of Minnesota 
Golf Course, home of Hall of Fame golfer 
Patty Berg, is one of the nicest collegiate golf 
courses in the country. Playing at 5,939 yards 
rrom the Championship tees, the par-72 course 
features many hills, ponds and mature groves 
of oak, maple and pine trees, making it one of 
the most challenging golf courses in the area. 
The course also boasts a clubhouse with a 
fully stocked pro shop, a private practice area, 
locker rooms, a snack bar and a newly 
renovated driving range and learning center 
with a practice putting green for patron use. 
The course played host to the 200 I Big Ten 
Women's Golf Championships. 

The Ridder Arena/Tennis Facilitv 
Thanks to $10 million appropriated from 

the state, a gift of $750,000 from Kathleen and 
Robert Ridder and approximately $ I million 
fundraised by the Men's and Women's 
Athletics Departments, a hockey/tennis/weight 
room facility is scheduled to open in the fall of 

The Minnesota Women's Athletics Department 

The Ridder Arena a11d Tennis Facility (graphic composite) scheduled to open 
in the fall of 2002. 

2002. The Ridder Arena, the hockey portion of 
the facility, will feature a 3,400-plus seat 
bowl, a club room, five suites and an ice sheet, 
measuring 200 feet by 85 feet, made specifi­
cally to accomodate the women's hockey team 
at the University. The tennis facility, to be 
used by both the men and the women and yet 
to be named, will 
be connected to 
the hockey arena 
and feature I 0 
indoor and eight 
outdoor courts. 
The facility will 
also host a new 
4,700 square foot 
weightroom for 
use by women 
athletes. 

Other 
Athletics 
Facilities 

also include Peik Gymnasium (the practice 
facility for gymnastics), the Minnesota 
Fieldhouse (indoor track and field). the Les 
Bolstad cross country course and use of select 
Northwest Athletic Club indoor tennis 
facilities until completition of the tennis 
facility. 

Minnesota's 
athletic facilties Les Bolstad University ofMi11nesota Golf Course 

Sports Pavilion - outside and inside 
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President Mark Yudof 

University of Minnesota president Mark 
Yudof enters his fourth year as the leader of 
the maroon and gold. During his short stay, 
Yudofhas proven to be a strong advocate of 
women's athletics, supporting separate 
departments, fuuding growth and serving as a 
leader in facility initiatives. 

During his first years as president, Yudof 
distinguished himself as a visionary leader by 
launching a campaign that resulted in record­
level bonding from the Minnesota Legislature 
for building renovation and construction, as 
well as substantial funding to improve 
academic programs and increase faculty 
compensation to more competitive levels. 

Yudof has focused attention on five 
strategic initiatives: molecular and cellular 
biology, design, digital technology, new media 
and agriculture. Notable progress was made in 
all five areas, including the reorganization of 
biological sciences, establishment of the new 
Digital Technology Center, cross-college and 
industry collaboration on plans for the Design 
Institute, and strengthening of the curriculum 
in such areas as journalism and mass commu­
nication, Internet technology, agriculture and 
genomics. 

Yudof's commitments also include 
renewed commitment to undergraduate 
education, diversity, health professional 
education, community partnerships and 
providing quality university services. He led 
the "Beautiful U" movement to restore pride 
in the campus and continues to support plans 
that capitalize on its beauty and history. 

Yudoftravels extensively throughout the 
state, and by listening to what its citizens want 
from the University of Minnesota, he bas 
established a rapport that has resulted in 
broad-based support for the University's 
agenda for the future. Taken together, his 
initiatives will lead to a campus renaissance in 
which the University community will be more 
united and stronger bonds forged with 
Minnesota government, nonprofit, and 
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business organizations. 
He is a well-known pancake aficionado, 

and his search for the perfect batter generates 
recipes and invitations from every part of the 
state. The Golden Gopher Pancake-Off he 
started has garnered several thousand dollars 
for scholarships. 

Yudof came to the University from the 
University of Texas at Austin, where he was 
executive vice president and provost. He 
received his bachelor of arts and law degrees, 
both with honors, from the University of 
Pennsylvania. In 1971, he joined the 
law faculty at the University of Texas at 
Austin. Yudofhas also been a visiting 
professor of law at the University of 
California at Berkeley and the 
University of Michigan. He became 
dean of the University of Texas School 
of Law in 1984 and served in that 
capacity until his appointment in June 
of 1994 as executive vice president and 
provost. 

As an academic, he is an authority 
on constitutional law and contracts and 
has written widely on such topics as 
freedom of expression and school 
finance. His books include When 
Government Speaks: Politics. Law and 
Government £).pression in America. He 
also is the author of more than 40 
articles dealing with such subjects as 
contract law, constitutional law, school 
finance, post-modernism, property 
taxation, educational law and jurispru­
dence. Yudofwas awarded the Most 
Meritorious Book Award from the 
American Society of Writers on Legal 
Subjects in 1983, and he is a past 
winner of the Teaching Excellence 
Award from the Student Bar Associa­
tion. 

Yudof is also a fellow of the American 
Bar Association and has been elected to 
membership in the American Law Instinite. He 
is the past recipient of the Leon Green Award 
from the Texas Law Review Association 
( 1992) and the Jurispmdence Award from the 
Anti-Defamation League ( 1991 ). 

Yudofwas appointed President of the 
University of Minnesota effective July I, 
1997. 

Yudof and his wife, Judy, have two adult 
children, Seth and Samara. 

Mark l'i,dof assists Ka1Mee11 Ridder ,ritl, her shol'el at 
the gro111ulbreaki11gfor The Ridder Arena 011 April. 2001. 

Mark and Judr l'iulofcheer ll'ith Go/r!i-Gopher at a Mi1111esota soccer match. 



The Star Trib1111e listed 
Chris Voelz as No. 22 of 
Minnesota's 100 Most 

Important Sports Figures of 
the Century. 

University of Minnesota Women's 
Athletics Director Chris Voelz has established 
herself as an influential leader among her 
colleagues on the Division I level. Voelz has 
led the Women's Athletics Department since 
1988, making her the longest-serving women's 
athletics director in Minnesota history. 

Voelz oversees 12 Division I sports at 
Minnesota, one of six schools nationwide with 
a separate women's athletics department. 
Voelz manages a $11.8 million athletics 
budget and a staff of more than 80 employees. 

During her tenure, academic achieve­
ments, athletic accomplishments and 
fundraising returns are at an all-time high. Her 
programmatic goal is to achieve a top-20 
ranking in all sports, while maintaining the 
values and integrity that have become 
synonymous with the University of Minnesota 
Women's Athletics Department. Before Voelz 
arrived, Minnesota had recorded only one top-
20 finish; since her arrival, the Gophers have 
scored 28 top-20 finishes. 

Voelz directed the successful efforts for 
facility expansion at Minnesota resulting in 
the maroon and gold having some of the best 
athletics venues in the nation. During the 99-
00 season, the Gophers opened Minnesota's 
Elizabeth Lyle Robbie Stadium for soccer and 
Jane Sage Cowles Stadium for softball. The 
Gophers will open a new hockey/tennis/ 
weightroom facility in 2002. Voelz also 
facilitated the building of the University 
Aquatic Center and the Sports Pavilion 
through effective legislative lobbying and 
private donations. Known as one of the 
nation's premier fundraisers, Voelz was 
instrumental in securing over $16 million 
toward the building of new facilities for 
female student-athletes at the University of 
Minnesota. 

Voelz has been recognized repeatedly 
around the nation for her work in collegiate 
athletics and is a popular public speaker on a 

Athletics Director Chris Voelz 
number of issues, including gender equity and 
Title IX. She was ranked No. 22 on the Star 
Tribune's list of Minnesota's 100 Most 
Important Sports Figures of the Century, cited 
for her work in creating and expanding 
women's sports programs and facilities at the 
"U". City Business named Voelz one of the 25 
most influential women in business in 1999. 
Named one of the most nationally influential 
women in sports in the August 1997 issue of 
Womens Sports and Fitness, she won the 
Building Bridges Award in 1994 and the 
Minnesota Gender Equity Coalition Breaking 
Barriers Award in 1993. In 1992, she was 
awarded the National Girls and Women in 
Sports Honors Award, the National Profes­
sional Saleswomen Community Service Award 
and the Governor's Award for Leadership. 

Through her strong advocacy of women, 
vision of excellence and relentless work ethic, 
Voelz was given the Founding Feminist Award 
in 1994. She received the Esther B. Crosby 
Award in 1996 and was selected an NACWAA 
District Administrator of the Year in 1995. 

An effective communicator in both the 
corporate world and with her student-athletes, 
Voelz won the 1996 Minnesota NAGWS 
Pathfinder Award. The St. Paul Pioneer Press 
recognized Voelz as one to watch in 1998, 
while the Minneapolis Star Tribune named her 
one of IO sports figures - and the only 

female - to watch in the '90s. 
NCAA Championships hosted by 

Minnesota during the Voelz era are the 1993 
and 1998 NCAA Women's Swimming and 
Diving Championships, the 1995 Women's 
Basketball Final Four, the 1993 Mideast 
Volleyball Regionals, the 1992 NCAA 
Gymnastics Championships, the 1990 and 
2000 NCAA Gymnastics Regionals, the 1988 
NCAA Volleyball Championships and, most 
recently, the 200 I NCAA Women's Ice 
Hockey Championships. Several of those 
Championships set national attendance figures 
at the time. 

A past president ofNACWAA. Voelz has 
also served on the NCAA Women's Gymnas­
tics Committee, NCAA Gender Equity Task 
Force and NCAA Women's Volleyball 
Conunittee and was named an Ethics Fellow. 

Prior to coming to Minnesota, Voelz was 
a senior associate athletics director at the 
University of Oregon. Voelz was the head 
volleyball coach for the Ducks from 1978-85 
and also served as president of the AVCA. 

Holder of a bachelor's degree in 
education from Illinois State University and a 
master's degree from Northern lllinois, Voelz 
was a multi-sport athlete at Illinois State and 
was chair of the student intercollegiate board. 
She was inducted into the Redbird Hall of 
Fame in 1982. 

Accomplishments Under Voelz' Leadership 
AthleUcs 

Three top-20 finishes in the Scars Directors' 
Cup race 
National team champion (Hockey, 2000) 
Six top-IO national team finishes 
28 top-20 finishes 
Nine Big Ten team championships 
Nine top-half finishes in the unofficial Big Ten 
all-sport standings 

Academics 
• Overall department grade point average of 

3.14- more than 27 consecutive academic 
tem1s of maintaining a 3.0 GPA or above 
Female student-athletes achieving graduation 
rates well above the university and national 
average 

Fundraising 
Benchmarks of success 

Increased from one endowed scholarship to 25 
• From zero Presidents Club members to I 07 

From less than $150.000 in scholarship fund 
donations to over $500,000 
Largest bequest ever for women's athletics of 
$1.6 million 
Three Builder's Level donors ($1 million) 
Six-week, $1.2 million fundraising campaign 
for hockey/tennis facility 

Gate Receipts 
Ticket revenue quadrupled 

• Attendance records set in all audience-driven 
sports since 1988 

Visibility llo 2000-2001 unless notedl 
Hosted six NCAA national championships 
since 1988, with NCAA attendance marks set 
in volleyball, gymnastics and hockey 
Volleyball ranked in the top 4 nationally in 
attendance, with gymnastics, soccer and 
softball in the top 20 
Sports Pavilion sellouts (2000 and 200 I) 
Largest crowd to ever witness a collegiate 
women's hockey game (1997) 
Led the nation in women's hockey attendance 

Administrauve leadership 
Key planner and advocate in the creation of the 
Aquatic Center, Peik Gymnasium, Sports 
Pavilion, Elizabeth Lyle Robbie Stadium, Jane 
Sage Cowles Stadium and The Ridder Arena/ 
tennis/weightroom facility, and the expansion 
of the Bierman Athletic Building with a 
renovated athletic training room 

• Increased representation of persons of color on 
athletic teams and staff 
Addition of soccer, ice hockey and rowing as 
the I 0th, 11th and 12th sports, adding 110 new 
opportunities for women student-athletes 

• Pay equity salary raises for coaches and staff 
• Increased overall department budget from $2.8 

million to $11.8 million 
Created student services area 
Created additional scholarships, coaching and 
administrative positions 
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The Minnesota Women's Athletics Department 

Chris Voelz 
Womens Atl,/etics 

Director 

Regina S11/liva11 
Senior Associate 
Athletics Director 

Karen Weaver 
Associale 

Atl,/etics Director 

Universitv Staff 
Position 
Vice President, lntercollegiate Athletics 
Faculty Representative 

Name 
Tonya Moten Brown 
Linda Brady 

Frank Kara 
Direclorof 
Co111plia11ce 

Office 
612-626-1616 
612-624-9211 

Women's Athletics Administrative Staff 
Athletics Director 

Assistant to the Director 
Senior Associate Athletics Director 
Associate Athletics Director 
Director of Compliance 
Dir. of Marketing and Corporate Sponsorships 

Chris Voelz 
e-mail: voelz00 l@tc.umn.edu 
Billie Jo Reynolds 
Regina Sullivan 
Karen Weaver 
Frank Kara 
Natasha Freimark 

Coaching Staff 
Head BasketbalJ Coach 
Head Cross Count:ryrfrack & Field Coach 
Head Golf Coach 
Co-Head Gymnastics Coach 
Co-Head Gymnastics Coach 
Head Hockey Coach 
Head Rowi11g Coach 
Head Soccer Coach 
Co-Head Softball Coach 
Co-Head Softball Coach 
Head Swimming & Diving Coach 
Head Tennis Coach 
Head Volleyball Coach 

Brenda Oldfield 
Gary Wilson 
Melissa Arthur 
Jim Stephenson 
Meg Stephenson 
Laura Halldorson 
Wendy Davis 
Barbara Wickstrand 
Lisa Bernstein 
Julie Slandering 
Jean Freeman 
Martin Novak 
Mike Hebert 

612-624-4044 

612-625-0775 
612-624-0070 
612-624-1058 
612-624-4819 
612-624-6336 

612-624-9352 
612-624-2058 
612-624- 7599 
612-624-05 I 4 
612-625-6576 
612-626-1770 
612-625-5588 
612-626-1381 
612-624-9024 
612-624-7856 
612-624-9311 
612-624-8059 
612-624-6032 

Sports Information & Media Relations 
Sports [nfonnation & Media Relations Director 
Associate Director 
Publications Coordinator 
Photography 

Becky Bohm 
Bruce Wolfe 
Teri Ross 
Eric Miller 

Athletic Medicine 
Director of Ath.letic Training 
and Perfonnance Enhancement 

Moira Doyle 

612-624-1023 
612-624-9396 
612-624- 7345 
612-624-1808 

612-624-5084 

Over 80 employees comprise the Women's Athletics Department. To contact anyone within the 
department who is not listed, please call 612-624-8000. 

Linda Bnu(,· 
Fac11/1y 

Represe11ta1ive 

Natasha Freimark 
Director of,\larketi11g 

and Co1pora1e 
Sponsorships 

Other Important Numbers 
Area Code 612 

Athletic Ticket Office 
Women's Athletics Main Office 
Aquatics Office 
Athletic Facilities 
Bolstad Go! f Course 
Fieldhouse 
Sports Information 
Marketing/Promotions 
Athletic Training 
Sports Pavilion Press Row 
Berg Scholarship Fund 
University Information 

624-8080 
624-8000 
626-1352 
624-2868 
627-4000 
627-4441 
624-3335 
624-0800 
624-9573 
626-1394 
624-6587 
625-5000 

Women's Athletics Department 
Mission Statement 

The Department of Women's Athletics is 
dedicated to exceeding all others in 
athletic excellence and academic 

achievement, to offering compelling 
experiences to the student-athlete and the 

community, and to providing a diverse 
environment steeped in integrity, values, 

and vitality. 

Tonya Moten Brown is in her second academic 
year as Vice President with responsibility for intercolle­
giate athletics. In addition to her duties as President 
Mark Yudof's Chief of Staff, a position she has held 
since 1997, Brown took on the responsibility of 
providing administrative oversight and leadership to the 
men's and women's intercollegiate athletics programs in 
December 1999. She works collaboratively with the 
departments to develop a long-term strategic plan for 
athletics. 

campus and system administrators, and faculty 
leaders. She advises the president on a wide variety 
of executive and administrative issues, including the 
development and execution of policies to improve 
University programs and services. 

Tonya 
Moten Brown 

As Chief of Staff, Brown is the primaty liaison on 
behalfofthe president to the Board of Regents, senior 
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She is a member of the Minnesota Women's 
Economic Roundtable and the National Association 
of College and University Attorneys. 

Brown received a Bachelor of Science degree in 
economics from the Wharton School of Finance in 
1983 and a law degree from the University of Texas 
School of Law in 1987. 






