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ICI Receives $3.5 Million RTC Grant

On September 28, 1998, the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation
Research (NIDRR) announced that the Institute on Community Integration (ICI)
has been selected to house the “Rehabilitation Research and Training Center on
Community Integration of Persons with Mental Retardation.” This is the third
time that ICI has been chosen as the home for this national center, which operates
at the University under the name Research and Training Center on Community
Living. The center grant of $700,000 per year runs from October 1998 through
September 2003. In addition to its federal funding, the RTC receives generous
support from the Graduate School, College of Education and Human Develop-
ment, and the departments of the participating faculty and staff.

The broad purpose of the RTC is to conduct research, training, technical
assistance, and dissemination activities that contribute to increased independence,
community inclusion, and self-determination of persons with mental retardation
and related conditions. In carrying out this purpose, the RTC works with research
partners (Center on Human Policy at Syracuse University, Institute on Disability
and Human Development at the University of llinois at Chicago, and
Mathematica Policy Research) and community partners (Wilderness Inquiry,
Dakota County, and many others). The NIDRR grant for the RTC funds over 30
short- and long-term research and training projects. In addition, it provides core
support for the other affiliated projects that make up ICI’s Adult Services and
Community Living program area.

In the review process, the RTC was commended for reflecting important
elements of NIDRR’s standards for “Centers of Excellence.” Specifically, the
panel noted the following:

* Highly regarded research personnel.

* Productive and valued dissemination efforts (e.g., more that 230 journal articles,
books, and book chapters in the past five years, as well as internally-published
resource guides, reports, newsletter series, and other publications).

* Opportunities provided for graduate and post-graduate training (54 graduate and
post-grad trainees since 1993).

* Extensive training and technical assistance activities (about 150,000 participant-
hours in the past 2 years).

* Substantial institutional support for the RTC from departments, the College and
the Graduate School.

The review panel challenged the RTC to become better at reaching out to and
including individuals and communities of color and people with disabilities in its

Staff Update

* New staff: Mike Vosika, Office

Manager, Publications; Robin
Spanier, Principal Secretary,
Beacons of Excellence and Dakota
County Projects; Lucinda Hahn and
Sarah Greene, Data Entry Special-
ists, Cognitive Intervention Project;
Robert Kambietz, GRA, Model
Demonstration Project; Leah Cake,
Community Program Assistant,
Dakota Elementary Project; Amy
Woods, Community Program
Assistant, Dakota County Project;
and Michele Suedbeck, Student
Secretary, ECRI II Project.

Departing staff: Barbara Guy,
Director, National Transition
Network.

The RTC has been awarded a 3-year,
$420,000 subcontract from Lewin
and Associates for the developmental
disabilities component of the Nation-
al Evaluation of Medicaid Home and
Community-Based Waiver Services
for Elderly and Disabled Persons.

Charlie Lakin has received the
Mildred Thomson Memorial Award
of Region VIII, American Associa-
tion on Mental Retardation, for
*“exceptional imagination and
achievement in the provision of
services to persons with mental
retardation.” IC/RTC workshop
leaders at the AAMR Region VIII
Conference were: Angela Amado,
Lynda Anderson, Sherri Larson,
Susan O’Nell, Bob Prouty, John
Sauer, John Smith, Lori Sedlezky.

community activities, training opportunities, and staff recruitment S  —————————————————————————

and hiring.

Dates to Remember. . .

* Friday, October 23: ICI Pizza Forum, Noon 118 Pattee
° Wednesday, November 11: ICI Fall Kickoff, 11:30-4:30,
Radisson Hotel Metrodome

For further information on the work of the RTC contact .
Charlie Lakin, Director (624-5005) or visit the RTC Website at
www.ici.coled.umn.edw/ici/rtc.



From the
Front Office

News from ICI's Administrative Staff

* Fall Kickoff. The ICI Fall Kickoff is just around the corner - Wednesday,
November 11th. All ICI staff are urged to attend this once-a-year opportunity to
get to know all the other ICI staff. This year, the event will focus on where
we’ve been and where we’re going as an organization, and all present will have
opportunities to participate in mapping ICI's past, present, and future under the
facilitation of Erika Thorne of Futures Now. The Kickoff will be held at the
Radisson Metrodome, beginning at 11:30 with lunch and ending at 4:30. FFI or
to RSVP for the lunch, call Kathie Wolff (624-2380).

Miscellaneous

* Tooting Your Own Horn. If you receive mention in the press, please let Peggy
Rader in the Dean’s Office (626-8782) or Vicki Gaylord in ICI’s Publications
Office (624-6347) know. The College is maintaining a display case — College in
the News — in Burton Hall that posts newspaper and magazine clippings
featuring college events, staff, students, and alumni. It also displays recently
published books by members of the College community.

* The Effects of Early Adversity on Neurobehavioral Development, 31st
Minnesota Symposium on Child Psychology. To be held October 15-17 in the
Weisman Art Museum, Shepherd Room. All sessions free and open to public.
FFI call 625-6549.

* Keeping Our Faculties. A symposium on October 18-20 addressing the
recruitment and retention of faculty of color in higher education. Co-sponsored
by the University and the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities. To be held
at the Radisson Hotel Metrodome. Direct registration questions to Shirley (625-
3850) and content questions to Jennifer (626-7550).

* Instructional Technology Evaluation. Stephen C. Ehrmann, an internationally
known authority on evaluating the use of technology in education, will speak on
what research tells us, and hasn’t been able to tell us, about the value and
problems of using technology to improve teaching and learning. The workshop
will be October 29, 12:30-3, in Room 320 of Coffman Memorial Union. Please
register by Thursday, October 15; contact Kathy Confer at 625-3590.

* Multimedia Assistance. University Media Resources/Distance Education
offers University staff an array of services in multimedia development and
production. Services include graphic arts (production of posters, banners, slide
graphics), online course development (design and production for Web distribu-
tion), satellite program services (uplinks and downlinks), video production
(scripting, shooting and directing, editing, graphics, music, and recording of
classes or events), and interactive television services (interactive classes and
meetings linked to other sites). FFI call them at 625-3001.

* Birthdays. Brian Abery (10/17), Megan Dushin (10/22), Christine Hurley (10/
23), Mary Mack (10/25), Stacey Kosciolek (11/12), Sarah Jerstad (11/13),
Andrea Thompson (11/13), Jean Ness (11/14), Ruth Berman (11/15), Holly
Kiecker (10/24), Debi Osborn (10/29).

Bits & Pieces

Information from the Institute’s Web
Coordination Group (110 Pattee,
6-8649) and Publications Office
(109 Pattee, 4-4512).

* Web Policy Progress

* Sept/Oct. Activities. The ICI Web
Coordination Group is working in a
number of areas, on which it updated
the ICI Council in September. Those
areas are: Creation of a policy sheet
listing the required elements of Web
sites at ICI; formulation of accessi-
bility guidelines for ICI Web sites;
development of an information sheet
(task and resource analysis) for
Principal Investigators to use in
writing grants that include Web site
development and operation; and
development of a process for
involving the ICI Web Services
Coordinator in ICI projects’ Web site
development .Upon completion,
these will be presented to the Insti-
tute Council for approval, and then
distributed to ICI staff. FFI contact
ICI Web Coordinator Megan Dushin
at 626-8649.

e New Publications

¢ Newly arrived ICI publications are
the following:

ICI Publications Catalog (Fall)

Impact: Feature Issue on Person-
Centered Planning with Youth and
Adults Who Have Developmental
Disabilities (arriving October 20)

Policy Research Brief: A Decade
Later — Employment, Residential, and
Social Changes in the Lives of Adults
and Young Adults with Moderate and
Severe Disabilities

Reinventing Quality: A Sourcebook of
Innovative Programs for Quality
Assurance and Service Improvement
in Community Settings (Report #52)
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