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Moriam Yarrow
Master of Healthcare Administration MHA

Moriam Yarrow is passionate about racial
health equity and wants to take a systems-
approach towards promoting health justice.
While pursuing her undergraduate degree,
Yarrow conducted research at Cook County
Hospital in Chicago and noticed staff
burnout problems and process inef ciencies
at the hospital. | realized | didn t want to

be a doctor because it wasn t going to be
possible to make a change to the healthcare
system at that level, says Yarrow.

After receiving her bachelor s degree in neuroscience, Yarrow wanted to take a step towards
promoting racial equity. She co-founded the YO Scholarship Foundation, a non-pro t that provides
equitable educational opportunities for African American students through mentorship, scholarship,
and community engagement initiatives. From there, Yarrow decided to pursue her master s degree to
promote racial equity and to change the healthcare system.

| chose to be uncomfortable, says Yarrow. | m very outgoing and motivated but | usually choose
things that are comfortable to me. To grow as a leader and a person, | knew | needed to step outside of
that and that s what the UMN School of Public Health was for me.

Yarrow received a Master of Healthcare Administration degree and is an active member of the School
of Public Health s antiracist practice committee. Healthcare doesn t have to be limited to the hospital,
says Yarrow. Thanks to public health, it can be extended throughout the community.
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STUDENT STORIES

Robert Brehm
Public Health Administration & Policy MPH

Robert Brehm is interested in the
intersection of health policy and politics.

Its important to know how politicians make
sense of health policy, how they convey
that to the general public, and how in turn,
the public interprets that information, says
Brehm. | m very interested in how the
average American digests public health
information, and how that in uences their
political choices and their votes.

Brehm wrote a chapter in a book titled,

Emerging Policy Practices in Latin America
while pursuing his rst master s degree in global policy studies. Contributing to that book helped Brehm
shift his focus towards public health. | decided to apply to MPH programs to develop the necessary
expertise to pursue more in-depth public health research, says Brehm.

Brehm enrolled in the Public Health Administration and Policy MPH program because it seemed to be
really grounded in how policies are made from the ground up.

As a student, Brehm says that his experience with the pandemic was challenging. | m concerned

that although the pandemic has affected the entire world in a really serious way, COVID is just a dress

rehearsal for other global public health issues, such as climate change, says Brehm. We need to
gure out better ways to work together to keep each other healthy and safe.
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SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH
ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP

Timothy Beebe, PhD, MA
Interim Dean

Lynn Eberly, PhD, MS
Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs

Marizen Ramirez, PhD, MPH
Associate Dean for Research

Elizabeth Wattenberg, PhD, MPH
Associate Dean of Education and Student Engagement

Tamara Hink, MBA
Interim Chief Financial Of cer

Bruce Alexander, PhD, MS
Head, Division of Environmental Health Sciences

Jean Abraham, PhD
Interim Head, Division of Health Policy and Management

Dianne Neumark-Sztainer, PhD, MPH
Head, Division of Epidemiology and Community Health

Joseph Koopmeiners, PhD, MS
Head, Division of Biostatistics

Susan Rafferty, JD
Chief of Staff

Jessica Kowal, MA
Chief Development Of cer and Director of Advancement

Sarah Bjorkman, MBA
Director of Communications

Lauren Jones, MS
Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
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ALUMNI SOCIETY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Liesl Miller Hargens, MPH ’'07, President Maria Bitanga, MPH ’16, Secretary
Edwin “Elliott” Wortham, MHA 15, Vice President Susan Leppke, MPH 07, Treasurer
Karen Wick, RPh, MPH '94, Past President

Sonja Ausen MPH ’17 Rebecca Sales, MPH ’15

Alicen Burns Spaulding, PhD "13 Deborah Caselton Trahan, MPH '09
Barbara Greene, MPH ’85 Raymond Thron, PhD '75, MS '71
Senka Hadzic, MPH '08 Ania Urban, PhD ’12, MPH "09
Jessica Kinowski, MPH "06 Stephen Waldhoff, MHA 76

Kim McCoy, MS '07 Heather Weinreich, MPH ’05

Deb Moses, MPH '90 Lori Wukawitz, MHA "19

Monica Palese, MPH '15

MHA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kenneth Jones, MHA ’03, Chair Rachael McKinney, MHA ’04, Secretary

Bill Santulli, MHA "84, Vice Chair Robert Sabina, MHA 10, Treasurer
Jeni Hallatt, MHA 00, Past Chair

Gladys Chuy '16 Michele Petherick '16

Mark Enger '76 Debbie Schuhardt '89
Patrick Hays "71 Michael Sharpe '92

Tony Kouba 08 Sally Wahman ’93

Emily LeVin 15 Jean M. Abraham, Ex-Of cio

Chris Meyers Janda '91
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PUBLIC HEALTH PROFESSIONALS PLEDGE

As a public health professional

dedicated to enhancing the health status

and well-being of individuals and communities,
| pledge to hold the public interest

and health of populations

as my high professional goals.

MINNESOTA ROUSER

Minnesota, hats off to thee!

To thy colors true we shall ever be,
Firm and strong, united are we.
Rah, rah, rah for Ski-U-Mah

Rah! Rah! Rah! Rah!

Rah for the U of M.

[Repeat]

M-I-N-N-E-S-O-T-Al!

Minnesota, Minnesotal

Yeah, Gophers!

Join the celebration

on Social #SPHGrad
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Welcome to the University of Minnesota School of
Public Health Alumni Society! We are proud of your
achievements and welcome you to a community of
more than 12,000 distinguished alumni worldwide.

STAY CONNECTED | GET INVOLVED | GIVE BACK
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