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DULUTH--"The Boy Friend," a musical comedy that met with 

instant success on the London and New York stage, opens a UMD Theater season 

of great British plays October 31 and November 1 and 2. 

Director Fred Meitzer's student cast has been in rehearsal 

just one week and is highly enthusiastic over early progress with Merilee 

Hobbs and Chuck Lundeen, both Duluthians, in the leading roles. 

"We're far ahead of preparations compared to a year ago," 

said Meitzer. "We've already blocked out the basic action after just one 

week and one night of practice. 

"The cast right now has more polish and professional confidence 

in their performance than at any time last season. This production will 

be at least twice as good as 'Bye,Bye Birdie' last fall," Meitzer added. 

Miss Hobbs has been cast as the "poor, little right girl" 

Polly Browne in the musical written by Sandy Wilson. Lundeen portrays 

Tony Brockhurst, Polly's love interest. 

The story is typical. The two principals fall in love, a 

misunderstanding threatens to tear them apart but, of course, love conquers 

all in the end. The setting is a finishing school for young ladies in the 

south of France. 

Other members of the cast include: 

Karen Ann Rathe as Maisy, Celeste Nelson as Dulcey, Rennie Mead 

as Fay, Linda Holt as Nancy, Josie Schroeder as Lady Brockhurst, Elizabeth 

Welo as Hortense, James Robinson as Marcel, Doug Fairchild as Alphonse, 
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Ronald Garatz as Pierre and Pepe, Phillip Cohen as the Waiter, Christopher 

Wells as the Gendarme, Sue Flynn as Lolita and Cookie Hendrickson, 

an extra. All are Duluthians. 

Tom Dibble of Edina as Percival Browne, Carol Stolcis of Hibbing 

as Madame Dubonnet, Terrence Markovich of Coleraine as Lord Brockhurst, 

Richard Ranta of Hibbing as Bobby, Roger Johnson of Cloquet and James 

Ranta of Virginia, both extras. 

Sigurd Jensen, newly appointed speech instructor, is serving 

as technical director. Judith Knowles, a first-year instructor in 

the music department, is coaching the singers and will direct the orchestra 

while Mrs. Rosemary Hoene, a Duluth dance teacher, is in charge of 

choreography. 

"The School for Scandal" by R. B. Sheridan will be the UMD 

Theater's second offering November 28,29 and 30 followed by two one-acts, 

"The Dark Lady of the Sonnets" by George Bernard Shaw and "The Dumb 

Waiter" by Harold Pinter on January 30,31 and February 1. 

Shakespeare's "Othello" will be presented larch 5,6, and 7 

with three British contemporary plays Arpil 23, 24 and 25 and "The 

Admirable Crichton" by J.M. Barrie on May 28, 29 and 30. 
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