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THE REASONS FOR TESTING: 

e To identify superior cows and bulls that pro­

duce heavier and higher grading calves. 

e To supply cattlemen with stock of known 

background and proven gaining ability, effi­

ciency, and carcass merit. 

e To produce an end product acceptable to 

the consumer. 

IDENTIFY EVERY COW 

BY NUMBER: 

Use any or combination: 

Brand 
Eartag 
Neck chain 

Tattoo. 

MAINTAIN CALVING 

RECORD; 

Tattoo and/ or eartag 
each calf at birth. 

WEIGH AND GRADE AT 
OR NEAR WEANING: 

Record birth date, 
and dam's number. 

Weigh calves at 6 to 9 
months of age. 
Grade calves at same 
time. Score is based pri­
marily on type, quality, 
and structure correctness: 

Prime (17, 16, 15) 

Choice (14, 13, 12) 

Good (11, 10, 9) 

Standard (8, 7, 6). 

sex, 

ANALYZE RECORDS TO: 

e Rank cows on produc­
tivity. 

e Compare progeny of 
sires. 

e Cull poor bull prog­
eny. 

e Cull low producers 
and nonproducers. 

e Save replacements 
from high producers. 

e Increase calf crop per­
centage. 

Record forms are available fro1n your 
county agricultural agent--
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MORE PROFIT THROUGH CULLING FROM: 
More calves-

• Cull nonproducing cows. 
e Cull slow-breeding cows. 

e Cull low-fertility bulls. ~ 

• 
e Pregnancy check cows 90 

to 120 days after breeding 
season. . 

• 
e Cull open, low-producing 

cows. 

Heavier calves-

• Cull dams and sires of 
lightweight calves. 

e Select heavy weaning heif­
ers and bulls. 

e Plan for calving at best 
season of year. 

Meatier calves-
• Cull low-grading heifers 

and bulls. 

e Cull low-grading dams and consistent low­
grading sires. 

e Select sires and dams of correct structure and 
conformation. 



MORE PROGRESS THROUGH YEARLING 
SELECTION 

Obtain yearling growth and grades wherever 
possible (recommended for herd classification). 

• Contact weigher-grader to weigh and grade 
cattle as yearlings. This also enables breed os­
sociations to classify animals for official records. 

• Plan 140-day official on-the-farm testing of 
bulls or weigh and grade at 11 to 14 months of 
age. 

• Plan to Weigh and grade heifers 11 to 16 
months of age. Heavy feeding of heifers is not 
recommended. MORE PROGRESS THROUGH CARCASS 

EVALUATION 

• Since heritability o.f carcass traits is relatively 
high, half-brothers should be fed out to obtain 
carcass merit. 

• Certified sire's rating is given to sires with a 
minimum of six slaughtered progeny thot meet 
certification standards. 

• Certification standards are: 
-Carcass weight of 1.25 pounds or more per 

day of age 
-Must grade "U. S. Choice" or above 
-Loin eye area of 2 squ.are inches or more per 

100 pounds of carcass weight 
-Fat thickness no greater than 0.12 inch per 

1 00 pounds of carcass weight 

-Retail cuts equal to 51 percent or more of 
carcass weight. 

Authors of this publication are C. J. Christians, R. E. Jacobs, 
and R. L. Arthaud, professors and extension animal husbandmen, 
University of Minnesota. Credit is given to all similar publications. 

Issued in furtherance of cooperative extension work in agri­
culture and home economics, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in 
cooperation with the U. S. Department of Agriculture. Roland H. 
Abraham, Director of Agricultural Extension Service, University of 
Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 . 
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