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UMN Crookston selected to participate in DirectUMN Crookston selected to participate in Direct

Admissions pilot programAdmissions pilot program

The Minnesota Office of Higher Education recently introduced a new pilot programThe Minnesota Office of Higher Education recently introduced a new pilot program

called Direct Admissions that’s designed to promote college access, and thecalled Direct Admissions that’s designed to promote college access, and the

University of Minnesota Crookston is looking forward to taking full advantage as aUniversity of Minnesota Crookston is looking forward to taking full advantage as a

selected participant. As part of the program, class of 2023 high school seniors fromselected participant. As part of the program, class of 2023 high school seniors from

around 40 schools will be notified of higher education options and they can create aaround 40 schools will be notified of higher education options and they can create a

personalized list from over 50 Minnesota participating colleges and universities.personalized list from over 50 Minnesota participating colleges and universities.

Admission options are then presented to the students based on academic recordsAdmission options are then presented to the students based on academic records

and projected graduated date.and projected graduated date.

Free admissions applications will go out to notified students for each of the collegesFree admissions applications will go out to notified students for each of the colleges

and universities they are interested in attending.and universities they are interested in attending.

“Direct Admissions really demystifies the college search and application process for“Direct Admissions really demystifies the college search and application process for

students,” Director of Admissions Alyson Leas explained. “It allows the conversation instudents,” Director of Admissions Alyson Leas explained. “It allows the conversation in

a student's mind to go from ‘Will I even be accepted? Is it worth it filling out all thesea student's mind to go from ‘Will I even be accepted? Is it worth it filling out all these

applications?’ to ‘Oh. Here's a list of colleges where I'm IN!’ Our hope is that studentsapplications?’ to ‘Oh. Here's a list of colleges where I'm IN!’ Our hope is that students

knowing they have what it takes to attend any number of institutions will give themknowing they have what it takes to attend any number of institutions will give them

the confidence to finish applications and seriously consider their next two or fourthe confidence to finish applications and seriously consider their next two or four

years.”years.”

“A full and formal application, when you get down to it, is about what a“A full and formal application, when you get down to it, is about what a

college college wants wants  to see about a student.” she added. “Direct Admissions focuses onto see about a student.” she added. “Direct Admissions focuses on

getting a college what we getting a college what we needneed , no frills. A much quicker process!”, no frills. A much quicker process!”

This fall, high students at participating schools were notified of all the colleges andThis fall, high students at participating schools were notified of all the colleges and

universities they met the criteria for and could then explore their options online atuniversities they met the criteria for and could then explore their options online at

MyHigherEd.mn.gov using the college search tool to compare and contrast choices.MyHigherEd.mn.gov using the college search tool to compare and contrast choices.

Visits to their top colleges could be scheduled to get a feel for the campus and askVisits to their top colleges could be scheduled to get a feel for the campus and ask

questions as well.questions as well.

“Direct admissions is taking away two obstacles from students," Leas said in an article“Direct admissions is taking away two obstacles from students," Leas said in an article

with Inside Higher Ed. "One being those students who have already told themselveswith Inside Higher Ed. "One being those students who have already told themselves

they could never get into a college, and the second obstacle being having time tothey could never get into a college, and the second obstacle being having time to

complete an application. We in the industry know an application (without essay) cancomplete an application. We in the industry know an application (without essay) can

take less than 30 minutes, but students don’t know that. It’s a process that’s beentake less than 30 minutes, but students don’t know that. It’s a process that’s been

hyped up their entire lives. This system allows them to go from ‘Do I have the time tohyped up their entire lives. This system allows them to go from ‘Do I have the time to

go through an application? Will I even get in?’ to ‘Oh. I’m in.’”go through an application? Will I even get in?’ to ‘Oh. I’m in.’”

The Office of Higher Education strongly encourages all students to apply for financialThe Office of Higher Education strongly encourages all students to apply for financial

aid through the free online application at aid through the free online application at https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-

aid/fafsaaid/fafsa which is used to determine eligibility for both federal and state financial aid which is used to determine eligibility for both federal and state financial aid

programs. The federal Pell Grant and the Minnesota State Grant provide grants toprograms. The federal Pell Grant and the Minnesota State Grant provide grants to

more than 120,000 students each year. more than 120,000 students each year. (Minnesota Office of Higher Education 2022)(Minnesota Office of Higher Education 2022)

Direct Admissions Minnesota began as of a partnership project between K-12 andDirect Admissions Minnesota began as of a partnership project between K-12 and

higher education, and funding for the program was secured by the 2021 Minnesotahigher education, and funding for the program was secured by the 2021 Minnesota

Legislative session.Legislative session.

ContactContact

Alyson Leas - Alyson Leas - aleas@crk.umn.edualeas@crk.umn.edu

Mentioned in this ArticleMentioned in this Article

Alyson LeasAlyson Leas

News CategoriesNews Categories

Tweet

News HomeNews Home

News ArchivesNews Archives

Like 0 Share

Search

http://crk.umn.edu/
http://www.myu.umn.edu/
http://onestop.crk.umn.edu/
https://www.crk.umn.edu/coronavirus
https://www.facebook.com/umncrookston
https://twitter.com/umncrookston
https://www.linkedin.com/edu/school?id=21159
https://www.youtube.com/user/UofMCrookston
https://instagram.com/umncrookston/
https://z.umn.edu/crookstonflickr
https://crk.umn.edu/taxonomy/news/miscellaneous
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
mailto:aleas@crk.umn.edu
https://crk.umn.edu/profiles/alyson-leas
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fcrk.umn.edu%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Ebuttonembed%7Ctwterm%5Eshare%7Ctwgr%5E&related=%3ACheck%20it%20out!&text=University%20of%20Minnesota%20Crookston&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcrk.umn.edu%2Fnews%2Fdirectadmissions
https://crk.umn.edu/news
https://crk.umn.edu/news/archive
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcrk.umn.edu%2Fnews%2Fdirectadmissions&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like&kid_directed_site=0


++UMC HOME, CONTACT WEBMASTER, AND EMPLOYEE QUICK LINKSUMC HOME, CONTACT WEBMASTER, AND EMPLOYEE QUICK LINKS

© 2023 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.© 2023 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.
Privacy StatementPrivacy Statement

https://www.crk.umn.edu/general/website-privacy

