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UMC Women’s Basketball Opens 2014-
15 Season Sunday With Exhibition
Against UND
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CROOKST ON, Minn. – The University of Minnesota Crookston women's basketball team will

open up their 2014-15 exhibition season Sun., Nov. 9 at 2 p.m. at the Betty Engelstad Sioux

Center in Grand Forks, N.D. The game will be the first of the season for UMC.

The Golden Eagles went 10-17 (7-14 NSIC) last season. They enter their eighth season under

Mike Roysland as head coach. UMC is led by 2013-14 All-NSIC Second Team selection Katrina
Moenkedick (Jr., F, Perham, Minn./Applied Studies). Moenkedick averaged 15.3 points and 7.5

rebounds last season for the Golden Eagles. In addition to Moenkedick, Alexa Thielman (Jr., G,

Buffalo, Minn./Health Sciences) also returns for UMC. Thielman had a breakout year after

averaging 15.2 points and 4.4 rebounds last season. Thielman shot 46.0 percent from beyond

the arc last season.

The Golden Eagles also return seniors Ashley Martell (G, Somerset, Wis./Health Sciences) and

Ebony Livingston (G/F, Minneapolis, Minn./Sports and Rec Management), who started last

season. Senior Kenzie Church (F, Fairmount, N.D./Management) missed most of last season

with an injury, but also returns.

The Golden Eagles also bring in an abundance of young talent that should see playing time

led by point guards Maria Loughlin (Jr., G, Rogers, Minn./Health Sciences) and Micaela Noga
(Fr., G, Parkers Prairie, Minn./Health Management), and post players Isieoma Odor (Fr., F/C,

Bloomington, Minn./Health Management) and Emily Gruber (Fr., F/C, Monticello,

Minn./Undecided). Also joining the fray are Dawn Leland (Fr., G/F, Merrill, Wis./Sports and Rec

Management) and Gabby Smith (Fr., G/F, Bloomington, Minn./Elementary Education).

North Dakota went 22-10 last season and were 15-5 in the Big Sky Conference. UND is led by

junior forward Mia Loyd 13.6 points and 9.0 rebounds per game last season. In addition to

Loyd, 6-1 forward Megan Lauck only played in five games last season before missing the rest

of the season due to injury.  Lauck averaged 9.2 points and 4.8 rebounds. Leah Szabla

averaged 7.9 points per game last season for North Dakota. 

UND defeated Minnesota Crookston 85-66 in an exhibition last season.

The For more information, visit the Golden Eagle Athletics website at

www.goldeneaglesports.com.

Follow the Golden Eagles on Facebook at Golden Eagle Sports and on Twitter at

@UMCAthletics.

The University of Minnesota, Crookston is an NCAA Division II Institution and a member of the

Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC). The Golden Eagle Equestrian team is a

member of the Intercollegiate Horse Show Association (IHSA).
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#20 Kenzie Church

F / 5' 10" / Junior

#24 Ebony Livingston

G / 5' 9" / Junior

#21 Katrina Nordick

F / 5' 10" / Sophomore

#34 Ashley Martell

G / 5' 8" / Senior

#12 Alexa Thielman

G / 5' 8" / Junior

#14 Maria Loughlin

G / 5' 7" / Junior

#25 Emily Gruber

F/C / 5' 11" / Freshman

#3 Dawn Leland

G/F / 6' 1" / Freshman

#10 Micaela Noga

G / 5' 7" / Freshman

#15 Isieoma Odor

F / 6' 0" / Freshman
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