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Minutes of the Meeting

These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor
are they binding on, the senate, the administration or the Board of Regents. The University Senate Office
utilized notes taken during the meeting, video recording and transcript of the meeting, and Al to assist in
summarizing substantive parts of the meeting transcript to compose these minutes. Minutes are reviewed
by the committee before posting.

[In these minutes: Consultation on Resolution from the CSCC to create a more inclusive
academic calendar, Appointment of members to the Senate Consultative Committee (SCC),
Student Engagement in Canvas Site Initiative, Association Reports]

PRESENT: Taiwo Aremu, Ethan Fiegel, Roscoe Torbenson, Kaitlyn Roers, Dannah Nephew,
Chase Krug, Sam Schmall, Hailee Eidelbes

REGRETS: None
ABSENT: None

OTHERS: John Lof, senate associate, University Senate Office; Laurie Cooper Stoll, director,
University Senate Office; Stacy Maher, Chair, Civil Service Consultative Committee

1. Call to order
Taiwo Aremu, chair, welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.

2. Consultation on Resolution from Civil Service Consultative Committee

Stacy Maher, Chair of the Civil Service Consultative Committee, presented a resolution for
discussion on the University calendar. Maher presented the resolution as a way to make the
University calendar more inclusive of religious holidays and other important dates. Maher
explained that there are currently policies that allow for students and employees to observe those
dates, but there may be some conflict when taking those days off. Maher included that some
faculty may not be able to take paid time off during the academic year. The calendar planning
process is done well in advance and successful change to the process may not be seen for several
academic years. The resolution is still in the early stages of consultation.

Aremu expressed his interest in supporting the resolution. Aremu agreed with the need to make
the calendar more inclusive and wondered how those important dates may be established. Chase
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Krug suggested Maher should speak with international student groups to get their perspective.
Krug also noted there was a mention of changing the academic calendar in the most recent
strategic plan. Ethan Fiegel mentioned Undergraduate Student Government’s push to get a fall
break for students. Fiegel noted that they’ve attempted this push several times, but the effort
hasn’t gained much traction from administration.

3. Appointment of Members to the Senate Consultative Committee

John Lof, Senate Associate, spoke to the committee about the need to appoint members of the

SSCC to the Senate Consultative Committee (SCC). Aremu, Fiegel, and Duluth representative,

Sam Schmall, were representing the SSCC to the SCC. However, SSCC has seven seats on the

SCC. The following SSCC members were nominated and confirmed to be members of the SCC:
1. Taiwo Aremu, chair

Ethan Fiegel, vice chair

Dannah Nephew, ranking senator

Sam Schmall, UMDSGA representative to the SSCC

Chase Krug, COGS representative to the SSCC

Hailee Eidelbes, Crookston representative to the SSCC

SANNANE Il N

One seat remains open and can be filled at the next meeting of SSCC.

4. Student Engagement in Canvas Site Initiative

Aremu talked about an email he had received from Adolfo Carrillo Cabello. Cabello is leading
an initiative to begin giving annual awards to outstanding Canvas sites created at the University.
These sites would be evaluated based on their design and delivery of materials to students.
Cabello reached out to Aremu to help find students who may be interested in helping the
initiative to create the criteria for the awards. Krug suggested the College of Design may have
individuals interested. Aremu told the committee he would forward the email on to committee
members and they could pass along the information how they saw fit.

5. Association Reports

Aremu asked for representatives to give reports on their respective student associations. Sam
Schmall gave an update from Duluth. Schmall talked about an initiative to overhaul and
standardize the hiring site where student positions are posted. Schmall noted that job postings
may continue to stay up on the website long after they are filled. Schmall also suggested student
applicants receive a message at the end of position search so students can be aware if they didn’t
receive the position. Schmall gave another update on an initiative with the Courseworks
program. Schmall mentioned over a thousand students signed a petition objecting to the adoption
of the program. Schmall says they are in talks with academic affairs to create a permanent opt
out option for students rather than having to opt out every semester.

Krug shared his update and spoke on the announcement for University Senate meetings to be
held in person. Krug mentioned that he had received messages from other senators located in
Saint Paul who expressed concern about the switch in modality and the additional time that will
be needed to make it meetings. Krug expressed there could have been better consultation on the
change. Krug asked if the Senate Office could provide guidance or a letter to faculty on how to
work about missing class for shared governance activities.



Aremu gave an update on his work on the Student Services Fee. Aremu mentioned that this has
been a recurrent topic of discussion and he is interested in having a Student Senate liaison to the
Student Services Fee Committee similar to how there is a liaison for the All Campus Elections
Committee. Aremu shared that he had a meeting scheduled for the following week with the
committee administrator.

3. Adjournment
Hearing no further business, Aremu adjourned the meeting.

John Lof
University Senate Office



