/\\.,«
’O -

| UMD News Se ;é o
UMD NeWS 315 Darland Administration Building

10 University Drive
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA DULUTH Duluth, MN 55812-2496 (218) 726-7110

Date: 1/4/96
Contact: Teri Johnson, UMD Public Relations (218) 726-8830

NEW UMD DOCTORAL PROGRAM BELIEVED TO ENROLL MORE NATIVE
AMERICANS THAN ANY OTHER IN THE U.S.

Duluth -- A new doctoral program, set to begin at the University of
Minnesota Duluth (UMD) on Friday, January 5, is believed to have more Native
American students enrolled than any other doctoral program in the United States.

Word of this program spread like wildfire, and of the more than 100 requests
and 46 actual applications, only 26 people were admitted.

Nine of the 26 students who will begin the Educational Administration
Doctoral Program are Native American. According to Tom Peacock, coordinator of
UMD’s academic portion of the program, this is more than the doctoral programs at
Penn State, Harvard or Berkeley.

"That’s not to say this is a minority program. It just happened to be that
many of our students are Native American,” Peacock said.

The program will be conducted in a group, also referred to as a cohort. This
newer style of obtaining one's doctorate in a group setting allows members of the
cohort flexibility in designing the program to fit their needs. In the end, members
will receive their Doctorate of Education (Ed.D.).

Students, who are currently employed in area universities and community
colleges, will travel from as far away as International Falls to attend monthly

Friday/Saturday sessions, plus a two-week summer session.



“This is important for UMD,” Peacock said, “because it connects the
university directly to the community college system. The people coming here are
leaders, future presidents of those colleges.”

The program is a cooperative venture between the UMD College of Education
and Human Services, the Department of Educational Policy and Administration on
the Twin Cities campus, and the Vocational and Technical Education Department,
also at the UMTC.

Students will begin their session on Friday, January 5 at 9 a.m., and continue
through 9 p.m. then begin again on Saturday, January 6 at 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. when
the session is complete. There will be a reception on Friday at 6 p.m. in
Multipurpose Sports Building 101-103 (near the ice rink).

For more information, or to set-up an interview call Teri Johnson, UMD
Public Relations Director at (218) 726-8830 or Tom Peacock at (218) 726-6898.
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