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FRONT COVER:  Top, renowned Holocaust scholar Timothy Snyder speaks at the University of 
Minnesota in a talk sponsored by CAS, Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, and others. 
Photo by Kate Draculic. Bottom, participants at the symposium in honor of Gary Cohen. Left 
to right, Howard Louthan, Maura Hametz, Gary Cohen, Marsha Rozenblit, John Boyer, Dan 
Unowsky, Tara Zahra, John Deak, Ke-Chin Hsia, and Pieter Judson. Photo: Daniel Pinkerton.
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Howard Louthan specializes in the intellectual 
and cultural history of early modern Central 
Europe with special attention to religion. His 
books include The Quest for Compromise, an 
examination of toleration in late 16th century 
Vienna, and Converting Bohemia, an exploration 
of the recatholization of the Czech lands in 
the 17th and 18th centuries.  His current work 
examines the religious cultures of 16th century 
Poland. Louthan has previously taught at the 
University of Notre Dame, Warsaw University, 
and the University of Florida. 

Director
Daniel Pinkerton was editor and art director of 
the Austrian Studies Newsmagazine (ASN) from 
1992-2016 and the CAS Annual Report from 
1991-2017. From January 16-July 15, 2017, he 
was Interim Editor, leading a team of students 
to produce the Spring 2017 ASN, producing the 
2017 Annual Report, and training his successor, 
Igor Tchoukarine. Pinkerton holds an MFA in 
playwriting and an MA in European history. 
Outside of the university, he is an award-winning 
playwright and lyricist.

Editor

CAS-BMWFW Fellow
Michael Streif was the 2015-16 CAS-BMWFW 
Fellow. Please see the back cover for details 
about the fellowship and about Michael.

Student employees
Michaela Bunke was a senior majoring in history 
and minoring in religious studies, with interests 
in the Czech lands and early modern history. She 
was an undergraduate administrative worker 
and associate editor of the ASN. 

Elizabeth Dillenburg is the assistant editor for 
the Austrian History Yearbook. She also tran-
scribes interviews and copyedits the ASN.  She is 
a PhD candidate in history; she is working on a 
dissertation about the education and emigra-
tion of girls in the British Empire.

Joshkin Sezer was employed as a student worker 
at the Center for Austrian Studies from 2015-
2017. He recently graduated with a  major in his-
tory and an Austrian studies minor. He studied 
abroad in Austria over spring semester of 2016. 

Program Coordinator
Jennifer Hammer joined IGS in January 2015, 
with primary responsibilities for supporting pro-
gramming in the Center for Austrian Studies, as 
well as the Center for Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies. She led our web redesign team. Jennifer 
earned a BA at the University of Minnesota in 
Anthropology and Japanese and has done gradu-
ate work at Parsons the New School of Design. 
Jennifer studied in Nagoya, Japan, and has lived 
in Graz and New York. She has previously worked 
for the non-profit organizations such as JSTOR, 
Artstor, and the Minneapolis Institute of Arts. 

cas

2016-17 CAS Staff, left to right: Joshkin Sezer, Daniel Pinkerton, 
Michael Streif, Michaela Bunke, Howard Louthan, Jennifer 
Hammer. Not pictured: Elizabeth Dillenburger. Photo: Jennifer 
Mikolajczyk.
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the director’s view

THE CENTER FOR AUSTRIAN STUDIES
•	 SERVES as an international leader in promoting new scholarship about Austria and Central Europe across disciplines in the humanities, the 

social sciences, international business management, and the fine arts; 

•	 CONNECTS scholars, students, and an international community to resources in Minnesota, Austria, Central Europe, and the EU;

•	 REACHES OUT to students, scholars, and an international community of educated nonacademics, bringing an awareness of Austria and the 
new Europe and its relevance to American life; 

•	 ENRICHES THE TEACHING MISSION of the university and the College of Liberal Arts by connecting its research and outreach programs 
with classroom opportunities for students.

The Center pursues its mission through a variety of activities, including research projects, publications, international interdisciplinary symposia, 
student and faculty exchanges, scholarships, and outreach events for both students and the Twin Cities community.

OUR MISSION

Howard Louthan
Photo: Lisa Miller

	 As we have closed out the academic year 
here at the Center for Austrian Studies, 
and I reflect back on another busy season 
of activity, I would like to highlight three 
important anniversaries that we have been 
celebrating this year.  2017 is the great Ref-
ormation year—the 500th anniversary of 
the religious revolution launched by Martin 
Luther. This past fall, we were very fortu-
nate to be able to partner with the Minne-
apolis Institute of Art (Mia), which hosted 
the fabulous exhibit, “Martin Luther: Art 
and the Reformation.” The public lectures 
that we held in conjunction with the show 
were among the most successful events 
we have ever sponsored. This summer at 
the university we have helped organize our 
own Reformation exhibit, “Luther and the 
World Turned Upside Down,” which will 
feature holdings from the Special Collec-
tions unit of the University of Minnesota 
Libraries alongside those of our partner, 
Luther Seminary. We have a full program 
of Reformation themed events for the next 
academic year. In the fall keep an eye out 
for our special series, “Remembering the 
Reformation.”
	 2017, though, is not only the year of 
Martin Luther. It also marks the 500th 
anniversary of a remarkable text produced 
at the court of Habsburg Emperor Maximil-
ian I. The Theuerdank is an epic poem that 

recounts the adventures of a young knight 
(Maximilian) in his quest to win his future 
bride (Mary of Burgundy). The Theuer-
dank, however, is far more than a poem. It 
is a masterpiece of Renaissance art, for it 
includes 118 woodcuts produced by some 
of the finest printmakers of Central Europe. 
To commemorate the anniversary, we have 
collaborated with the university libraries to 
present the exhibit, “Theuerdank: Travel, Ro-
mance, and the Art of Printing in the Holy 
Roman Empire, 1450-1517,” which will run 
from October to January this coming year. 
For those of you who are unable to visit the 
show in person, we will have an electronic 
version available.
	 Our final anniversary is the one that 
has the greatest meaning for us, as 2017 is 
also the 40th birthday of CAS! How are we 
celebrating? From an opening reception in 
early September to a visit from the Austrian 
ambassador, we are planning a special series 
of events to commemorate this important 
milestone. But many of you may have 
already noticed that we have also initiated a 
special capital campaign to ensure that our 
next forty years will be as strong as the first 
forty!  The campaign is off to strong a start. 
We are happy to report that our longtime 
supporters, Bruce and Marianne Pauley, 
have helped set the pace with a generous 
gift of $10,000. As I spoke with Dr. Pauley 
about his gift, he emphasized that he saw 
it as a challenge to others. I encourage all 
of you, then, to join him and his wife as do-
nors and stand together in support of CAS. 

Forty . . . and more

	 Many of you may have also heard the sad 
news that this past February our founder, 
Dr. William Wright, passed away. Our debt 
to Dr. Wright is great! What better way to 
honor his vision of establishing a center for 
the study of Central Europe and the Aus-
trian lands than joining us in this campaign. 

Howard Louthan, director

William Wright
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CONTENTS

Austrian History 
Yearbook 

Published by Cambridge University Press Journals

vol. XLVIII • 2017

 Executive Editor
HOWARD LOUTHAN

University of Minnesota 

Editor
DANIEL UNOWSKY

University of Memphis

Book Review Editor
MAUREEN HEALY (TO SEPTEMBER 2016)

Lewis and Clark College
BRITTA McEWEN (FROM SEPTEMBER 2016)

Creighton University

Assistant Editor
CHRISTOPHER FLYNN (TO SEPTEMBER 2016)

ELIZABETH DILLENBURG (FROM SEPTEMBER 2016)
Center for Austrian Studies

KANN MEMORIAL LECTURE
“Where our commonality is necessary…”:  Rethinking the End of the 
Habsburg Monarchy by Pieter M. Judson 			 
 
FORUM: THE ENLIGHTENMENT IN CENTRAL EUROPE:  
STRUCTURES, SPACES, TRANSLATIONS
Austrian Enlightenment in Cyrillic:  Joseph Kurzböck’s Cyrillic Printing 
Shop and Transmission of Enlightenment to Austria’s Serbs
by Mrija Petrović   		
The Aristocratic Achievement: Aristocratic Writers and Philosophers in 
Bohemia by Ivo Cerman  			 
Joseph von Sonnenfels’s Courses and the Making of the Habsburg 
Bureaucracy by Olga Khavanova  			 
 “They hear you tell of such things as if they were from America”: 
Representations of the Newly Independent United States in an Austrian 
Botanist’s Travelogue by Heather Morrison
Censorship and the Faces of Hungarian Conservatism in the First Decades 
of Nineteenth-Century by Gábor Vaderna
Commentary: Three Dimensions of Enlightenment Reception and 
Transmission in the Habsburg Monarchy by Franz A. J. Szabo
Whose Enlightenment? by Franz L. Fillafer 				  
 
FORUM IN HONOR OF CHARLES INGRAO
Introduction by Rebekah Klein-Pejšová and Silvia Z. Mitchell
Wittelsbachs, Habsburgs, and Hohenzollerns:  Gender, Kinship, and 
Confession in the Funeral Literature for Susanna of Bavaria
by Andrew L. Thomas   			 
Undermining a Bulwark of the Monarchy: Civil-Military Relations in 
Fortress Przemyśl (1871-1914) by John Fahey
Cultivating an Orderly Society: Physical and Mental Landscapes on the 
Habsburg’s Southern Frontiers by Timothy Olin
Nebulous Ottomans vs. Good Old Habsburgs: A Historiographical 
Comparison by Yasir Yilmaz

ARTICLES 
Sibling Bonding and Dynastic Might: Three Sixteenth-Century Habsburgs 
Manage Themselves and an Empire by Paula Sutter Fichtner		
Good Deed Lost:  The Story of the Straka Foundation in Historical 
Context by Antoine Doležalová
Heimat is Where the Heart Is; or, What Kind of Hungarian was 
Goldmark? by David Broadbeck    				  
Joseph Roth’s Feuilleton Journalism as Social History in Vienna, 
1919-20 by Deborah Holmes

Plus a review essay by Hamish Scott and 41 book reviews

V o l u m e  X L V I I I • 2 0 1 7

Center for Austrian Studies, University of Minnesota

Elizabeth Dillenburg
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THE CENTER for AUSTRIAN STUDIES

AUSTRIAN STUDIES 
NEWSMAGAZINE

Austrian president Alexander van der Bellen at his inauguration. 
Photo © Carina Karlovits/HBF, courtesy Austrian government.

	 The Austrian Studies Newsmagazine, is an English-language publication 
founded in 1989. It was edited and designed by Daniel Pinkerton from 
1992-2016, and he functioned as interim editor from January 16-July 15, 
2017. The Spring 2017 issue was produced by Pinkerton and associate 
editor Michaela Bunke, a talented and hard-working senior. 		
	 The ASN is published semiannually and mailed free of charge to nearly 
3,000 subscribers around the world. It includes lively, thought-provoking 
interviews, feature articles, and reviews of books and cultural events. Its 
readership consists of:
	 • students who are introduced to interdisciplinary study of the region 
by receiving information about scholars, activities, and opportunities for 
funding and study abroad;
	 • scholars who learn about international conferences, postdoctoral 
fellowships, archival holdings, and the work of colleagues in other 
countries and disciplines;
 • an educated public that learns about current developments in 
scholarship, current events in the region, and the relationship between the 
two.

 The Newsmagazine also partners with Joseph Patrouch at the 
Wirth Institute at the University of Alberta, Canada; Günter Bischof at 
CenterAustria, University of New Orleans; and Christine Moser and the 
staff at the Austrian Cultural Forum-New York (ACFNY) to publish a 
comprehensive view of scholarly and cultural events in North America in 
the field of Austrian and Central European studies. We thank each of these 
individuals and organizations for their cooperation and support.	
 In 2016-17, we published feature articles about the Austrian elections 
by Mathias Falter and Steven Beller, Lonnie Johnson’s history of Fulbright 
Austria, a piece on the 40th anniversary of CAS, and one on the 15th 
anniversary of the ACFNY’s beautiful new home. We published interviews 
with Pieter Judson, Roberta Maierhofer, Andrew Pettegree, and others. Our 
reviews of new scholarly books included volumes by Pieter Judson, Tara 
Zahra, Peter H. Wilson, John Deak, and more. Last but not least, ASN arts 
journalist Barbara Lawatsch-Melton turned in her twenty-first in-depth 
review of the Salzburg Festival.
 Elizabeth Dillenburg copyedited both issues with care. Jennifer Hammer 
and Michaela were superb proofreaders. Joshkin Sezer contributed to the 
Spring and (upcoming) fall 2017 issues. 

Send an e-mail to casahy@umn.edu to request your FREE subscription to the ASN!
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NEW FROM THE CAS/BERGHAHN BOOK SERIES

New York: Berghahn Books, 2016. 300 pp., illus., tables, map. Cloth, ISBN 
978-1-78533-313-2, $130 / £92

The Monumental Nation
Magyar Nationalism and Symbolic 
Politics in Fin-de-siècle Hungary
by Bálint Varga
From the 1860s onward, Habsburg Hungary attempted a massive project 
of cultural assimilation to impose a unified national identity on its diverse 
populations. In one of the more quixotic episodes in this “Magyarization,” 
large monuments were erected near small towns commemorating the 
medieval conquest of the Carpathian Basin—supposedly, the moment 
when the Hungarian nation was born. This exactingly researched study 
recounts the troubled history of this plan, which—far from cultivating 
national pride—provoked resistance and even hostility among provincial 
Hungarians. Author Bálint Varga thus reframes the narrative of nineteenth-
century nationalism, demonstrating the complex relationship between 
local and national memories.

New York: Berghahn Books, 2016. 152 pp. Cloth, ISBN  978-1-78533-132-9, 
$80 / £57

Tropics of Vienna
Colonial Utopias of the Habsburg 
Empire
by Ulrich E. Bach
The Austrian Empire was not a colonial power in the sense that actors 
like 19th-century England and France were. It nevertheless oversaw a 
multinational federation where the capital of Vienna was unmistakably 
linked with its eastern periphery in a quasi-colonial arrangement that 
inevitably shaped the cultural and intellectual life of the Habsburg Empire. 
This was particularly evident in the era’s colonial utopian writing, and 
Tropics of Vienna blends literary criticism, cultural theory, and historical 
analysis to illuminate this curious genre. By analyzing the works of Leopold 
von Sacher-Masoch, Theodor Herzl, Joseph Roth, and other representative 
Austrian writers, it reveals a shared longing for alternative social and spatial 
configurations beyond the concept of the “nation-state” prevalent at the 
time.

Available online at www.berghahnbooks.com or through your local bookseller
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Magyar Nationalism and Symbolic Politics 
in Fin-de-siècle Hungary

 berghahn
N E W  Y O R K •  O X F O R D
www.berghahnbooks.com
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Volume 20 of Austrian and Habsburg Studies

The Monumental Nation
Magyar Nationalism and Symbolic Politics in Fin-de-siècle Hungary

Bálint Varga

This is a splendid and ambitious study of the tension between nationalizing 
ambitions and the stubborn realities of local politics. Varga has managed to 
synthesize primary and secondary sources from more than six languages, putting all 
of it into a coherent, accessible narrative that yields real analytic insights into the 
political culture of late nineteenth-century Hungary.

Paul Hanebrink, Rutgers University

Hungary’s Millennial monuments comprise a fascinating case study in nineteenth-
century nationalism. Demonstrating impressive research skills, Bálint Varga has 
written a careful, comparative analysis that takes the reader to the farthest corners 
of Habsburg Hungary to consider the politics of public space.

Robert Nemes, Colgate University

From the 1860s onward, Habsburg Hungary attempted a massive project of 
cultural assimilation to impose a unified national identity on its diverse 
populations. In one of the more quixotic episodes in this “Magyarization,” large 
monuments were erected near small towns commemorating the medieval conquest 
of the Carpathian Basin—supposedly, the moment when the Hungarian nation 
was born. This exactingly researched study recounts the troubled history of this 
plan, which—far from cultivating national pride—provoked resistance and even 
hostility among provincial Hungarians. Author Bálint Varga thus reframes the 
narrative of nineteenth-century nationalism, demonstrating the complex 
relationship between local and national memories.

Bálint Varga has been a research fellow at the Institute of History of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences since 2013. In 2015, he was awarded the R. John 
Rath Prize from the Center for Austrian Studies at the University of Minnesota.
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Colonial Utopias of the Habsburg Empire
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Volume 19 of Austrian and Habsburg Studies

Tropics of Vienna
Colonial Utopias of the Habsburg Empire

Ulrich E. Bach

This is a clearly written, tightly focused, and well-argued study that takes on a topic 
of broad interest and offers a fresh perspective on the role of colonialism in the 
Austrian imagination. Ulrich E. Bach makes good use of existing scholarship and 
adds considerably to previous studies on the topic.
 Hillary Hope Herzog, University of Kentucky

The Austrian Empire was not a colonial power in the sense that fellow actors like 
nineteenth-century England and France were. It nevertheless oversaw a 
multinational federation where the capital of Vienna was unmistakably linked 
with its eastern periphery in a quasi-colonial arrangement that inevitably shaped 
the cultural and intellectual life of the Habsburg Empire. This was particularly 
evident in the era’s colonial utopian writing, and Tropics of Vienna blends literary 
criticism, cultural theory, and historical analysis to illuminate this curious genre. 
By analyzing the works of Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, Theodor Herzl, Joseph 
Roth, and other representative Austrian writers, it reveals a shared longing for 
alternative social and spatial configurations beyond the concept of the “nation-
state” prevalent at the time.

Ulrich E. Bach is an Associate Professor of German at Texas State University. He received 
his doctorate from UCLA. His work has appeared in publications such as German Quarterly, 
Utopian Studies, and Film and History.

Cover image: Auf dem Dach der Rotunde, 1873 Franz Kollarz Xylografie. © Wien Museum.
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 The recipients of the 2016 CAS Book and Dissertation Prizes were 
announced on September 12. Both prizes, funded by David F. and 
Rosemary Good, carry a cash award of $1,500. 		
 It was an extraordinary year for the Book Prize; CAS had 22 
submissions—the largest number ever—which necessitated the 
formation of two committees, one to select the finalists and another 
to pick the winners from among seven finalists. Sadly, this cornucopia 
of scholarship also assured that many excellent books would go 
unrecognized.
 In the end, James Van Horn Melton was awarded the prize for his 
book Religion, Community, and Slavery on the Colonial Southern Frontier 
(Cambridge, 2015). The committee chair’s encomium read, in part, 
“Meticulously and broadly researched and engagingly written, it is a 
brilliant contribution to German-American studies, colonial studies, 
and Austrian studies.”
 The committee also awarded an honorable mention to Katherine 
Arens for Vienna’s Dreams of Europe: Culture and Identity beyond the 
Nation-State (Bloomsbury, 2015). 
 The committee that selected the prize winners consisted of Tara 
Zahra (chair), Geoffrey Howes, and James Palmitessa. The committee 
that selected the finalists consisted of Cate Giustino, Laura Lisy-Wagner, 
David Luft, and Karen Painter.

 Another dedicated 
committee awarded the 2016 
CAS Dissertation Prize to 
Timothy Olin’s  “Expanding 
Europe: German Borderland 
Colonization in the Banat of 
Temesvár, 1716-1847” (defended 
at Purdue University, 2015). The 
encomium called it “a stellar 
example of breathtaking research 
and elegant presentation. Using 
archival materials from four 
countries (Austria, Romania, 
Serbia, and Hungary), Olin has 
explored the history of one of 
the forgotten corners of the 
Habsburg monarchy.”
 The Dissertation Prize committee consisted of Alison Frank Johnson 
(chair), Hillary Herzog, and Nicole Phelps. 
 CAS congratulates the winners and thanks all of the scholars who 
served on these committees for their service to the field of Austrian 
Studies.

James 
Van Horn 

Melton

CAS awards 2016 Book and Dissertation Prizes

From a Multiethnic Empire to a Nation of Nations examines migration 
from Central Europe to the US between the middle of the nineteenth cen-
tury and WWI and describes the demographic, social, and cultural conse-
quences. This book presents multiple ethnic and religious groups from dif-
ferent regions of Imperial Austria and the Kingdom of Hungary. There has 
long been a dominant interpretation of rapid and easy Americanization of 
newly arriving Europeans. The cultural, socio-economic, and demographic 
analyses presented here offer a more nuanced picture of the newly arrived 
and their offspring. The newcomers created and upheld their own distinct 
public culture while integrating new, American elements into their lives. 
However, it does not tell the “rags-to-riches” story of success. Moreover, 
it is not the “rags-to-respectability” narrative some historians have used 
to describe social mobility among migrants’ children. Our analysis shows 
that only with the third generation were Austro-Hungarian migrants able 
to harvest the fruits of their grandparents and parents’ struggles for a bet-
ter life. Austro-Hungarians became Americanized but they also changed 
America.
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A. Steidl/W. Fischer-Nebmaier/J. W. Oberly

From a Multiethnic 
Empire to a Nation 
of Nations
Austro-Hungarian Migrants 
in the US, 1870–1940
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Transatlantica
Volume 1010

www.transactionpub.com

Distributed in North America and South America 
and the rest of the world excluding Austria, 
Germany and Switzerland by Transaction Publishers

www.studienverlag.at

	 The Dietrich W. Botstiber Foundation was established to help support scholarly 
work that furthers American and Austrian understanding and collaboration. In 2009, it 
awarded a grant to CAS for a multiyear research project, “Understanding the Migration 
Experience: The Austrian-American Connection.” From 2010 to 2016, three scholars, 
Annemarie Steidl and Wladimir Fischer-Nebmaier (University of Vienna), along with 
James Oberly (University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire) researched and collaboratively wrote 
the volume. 
	 All three of them worked separately in archives, but the grant allowed them to spend 
time at the Center working in collaborative sessions. Steidl was also a Fulbright Visiting 
Scholar at the University of Minnesota and Oberly was a guest professor in the Depart-
ment of History for other parts of the six years of the book’s development. 
	 From a Multiethnic Empire to a Nation of Nations describes the transatlantic experi-
ence of migrants from Imperial Austria and the Kingdom of Hungary who arrived in 
the US from the middle of the 19th century up to the outbreak of World War II. The 
authors challenge traditional assumptions of mass migration, such as the rapid and easy 
Americanization of newly arriving Europeans, as well as their strong desire of retaining 
as much of native culture as possible. In this, they are in alignment with a number of 
recent historical studies.
	 Yet Steidl, Fischer-Nebmaier, and Oberly go beyond discrediting old stereotypes and 
affirming the new migration history. Their socioeconomic, demographic, and cultural 
analyses offer a much more differentiated and nuanced picture of the migrants who 
struggled for new living space amidst hostile industrial environments than most previ-
ous studies. This volume breaks new ground by examining migration broadly between 
the Habsburg Monarchy and North America and return migration to Central Europe, 
including the study of a variety of ethnic and religious groups who originated in differ-
ent regions.
	 Steidl was also a visiting scholar at the Center in spring 2017. She and James Oberly 
gave a book presentation, and copies of the book were on hand. 

	 Annemarie Steidl, Wladimir Fischer-Nebmaier, James Oberly. From a Multiethnic 
Empire to a Nation of Nations: Austro-Hungarian Migrants in the US, 1870–1940. 
Studien Verlag, 2016. 450 pp. Paper, ISBN: 978-3-7065-5477-0, $59.95 / €39,90. 

CAS/Botstiber project concludes with new book
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 In 1982, the University of Minnesota Libraries acquired Robert A. Kann’s personal 
library. Consisting of roughly 5,000 monographs, it is noted for its richness and integrity 
as the product of a single collector. Located in the Elmer L. Andersen Library, it serves as 
a valuable resource for scholars in Austrian history. The first Robert A. Kann Memorial 
Lecture dedicated the collection in April 1984. A printed version of each lecture now 
appears in the Austrian History Yearbook. 
 Pieter Judson has been called “one of the most important and influential 
contemporary Habsburg historians.” He earned his BA from Swarthmore and his PhD 
from Columbia University, studying with the famed Istvan Deák. He has taught at Pitzer 
College, Swarthmore, and is currently a professor at European University Institute, 
Florence. From 2006-2016, he was the editor of the Austrian History Yearbook. His most 
recent book is the grand new synthesis, The Habsburg Empire: A New History (Belknap/
Harvard, 2016). Judson’s masterful, groundbreaking lecture was also the keynote 
address of the symposium “State and Society in Late Imperial Austria” (see below). The 
September 29 lecture filled the room, and the audience was rapt and enthusiastic.

Department of History and Civilization, 
European University Institute, Florence, Italy

The 32nd Annual Robert A. Kann Memorial Lecture

Pieter Judson

“Where Our Commonality Is 
Necessary: Rethinking the End 

of the Habsburg Monarchy”

STATE AND SOCIETY IN LATE 
IMPERIAL AUSTRIA

A symposium in honor of Gary Cohen - September 29-30, 2016

Pieter Judson

Gary Cohen
	 The Center for Austrian studies held a symposium upon the occasion of 
Professor Gary Cohen’s retirement from the University of Minnesota history 
faculty. Entitled “State and Society in Late Imperial Austria,” its participants 
were drawn from all over the nation and Italy. Pieter Judson delivered the 
2016 Kann Memorial Lecture as a keynote address (see above).
	 Participants presented works-in-progress concerning all aspects of the 
Habsburg Empire from roughly 1850-1914. In addition, every participant 
spoke about the enduring impact of Cohen’s scholarship, and many spoke 
about his personal influence as a friend and mentor.
	 CLA dean John Coleman opened the symposium with welcoming 
remarks. Participants included Howard Louthan (director, CAS), Maura 
Hametz (Old Dominon University), Gary Cohen, Marsha Rozenblit 
(University of Maryland), Daniel Unowsky (University of Memphis), John 
Boyer (University of Chicago), Tara Zahra (University of Chicago), John 
Deak (University of Notre Dame), Ke-Chin Hsia (Indiana University), and 
Pieter Judson (European University Institute, Florence). 
	 Cosponsored by the Institute for Global Studies, the Center for Holocaust 
and Genocide Studies, the Center for Jewish Studies, the Department of 
History, the Department of German, Scandinavian, and Dutch, and the Center 
for German and European Studies.

The Center has launched a funding drive to ensure that the 
Kann Lecture will continue to add to the intellectual life 
of the discipline and keep Robert A. Kann’s spirit alive. To 
donate, contact Robyn Rost at at 612-625-5092 or rerost@
umn.edu.
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Lecture Series
September 29. 2016 Kann Memorial Lecture. Pieter Judson, history, 
European University Institute, Florence, Italy. “Where Our Commonality Is 
Necessary: Rethinking the End of the Habsburg Monarchy.”

September 29-30. Symposium. “State and Society in Late Imperial Austria: 
A Symposium in Honor of Gary Cohen.” Cosponsored by the Institute for 
Global Studies (IGS), the Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies (CHGS), 
the Center for Jewish Studies (CJWST), the Department of History, the 
Department of German, Scandinavian, and Dutch (GSD), and the Center for 
German and European Studies (CGES).

October 4. 2016 Carl Sheppard Memorial Lecture. Elizabeth Ross, art 
history, University of Florida. “Mapping Muslim Jerusalem in Late Medieval 
German Pilgrimage.” Organized by the Center for Medieval Studies (CMS). 
Cosponsored by CAS, the James Ford Bell Library, the Hill Museum and 
Manuscript Library at St. John’s University, and the Consortium for the Study 
of the Premodern World (CSPW).

October 12. Lecture. Thomas Rassieur, Curator of Prints and Drawings, 
Minneapolis Institute of Art. “Martin Luther: Art and the Reformation.” 
Cosponsored by the Consortium for the Study of the Premodern World, the 
Center for Early Modern History (CEMH), Anselm House, the Religious Studies 
Program, and CGES.

November 7. Lecture. Andrew Pettegree, history, University of St Andrews, 
Scotland. “Martin Luther, the Reformation, and the Making of a Media 
Phenomenon.” Cosponsored by the Consortium for the Study of the 
Premodern World, CEMH, Anselm House, the Religious Studies Program, the 
Germanic-American Institute, and CGES.

November 14. Lecture. Johanna Muckenhuber, sociology, University of 
Graz, and Fulbright Visiting Professor at the University of Minnesota. 
“Working Conditions and Health: An International Comparison Between 
34 European Countries.” Organized by Minnesota Population Center (MPC).

December 1. Film and discussion. Minneapolis premiere of Listopad 
(November): A Memory of the Velvet Revolution (2015), a feature film about 
1989 and the fall of communism in Czechoslovakia, followed by a panel 
discussion. 

December 5. Lecture. Jeroen Duindam, history, Leiden University, 
Netherlands. “Writing a Global History of Dynasty: Choices, Challenges, 
Chances.” Cosponsored by CSPW and CEMH.

February 3. Lecture. Paul Robert Magocsi, history, University of Toronto. 
“Jews and Ukrainians: A Millennium of Co-Existence.” 10:10 a.m., Blegen 
155. Cosponsored by CJWST and CHGS.

February 8. Lecture. Claudia Rapp, Byzantine and Modern Greek studies, 
University of Vienna. “Byzantium as a Global Culture.” Organized by CSPW; 
cosponsored by CAS and CMS.

February 9. Lecture. Ivana Horacek, art history, University of Minnesota. 
“The Materiality of Representation: Performing the Earthly and Divine at 
Karlštejn Castle.” Organized by CMS; cosponsored by CAS.

February 17. Lecture. Heidi Hausse, history, Princeton University. 
“Exploring the Material World of Mechanical Hands in Early Modern 
Europe.” Organized by CAS, CEMH, and the Program in the History of 
Science, Technology, and Medicine.

February 23. Lecture. Carl Niekerk, German, comparative and world 
literature, and Jewish studies, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
“Zemlinsky contra Mahler: Aesthetic Modernism, the Jewish Body, and 
Alexander Zemlinsky’s Deconstructive Fairy Tales.” Organized by the 
Department of GSD; cosponsored by CGES and CAS.

March 6. Lecture. Rachel Greenblatt, history, Wesleyan University. “Jews 
Reading Christians and Christians Reading Jews: Yiddish and German Texts 
from Prague (1678-1716).” Cosponsored by CJWST.

March 24. Research workshop. Michael Streif, American studies, University 
of Salzburg, 2016-2017 BMWFW Fellow. “Between Boys: College Theatricals 
and Male-Male Relationships in the Age of the American Revolution.” 
Organized by the Early Modern Atlantic Workshop; cosponsored by CAS.

March 29. Lecture. Juliane Schicker, German, Carleton College. “Drawing 
Connections between Fin-de-siècle Vienna and the German Democratic 
Republic: Gustav Klimt and Sighard Gille.” Presented by the Department of 
GSD and CAS; cosponsored by the Weisman Art Museum.

March 30-April 1. Symposium. “Remapping European Media Cultures 
during the Cold War: Networks, Encounters, Exchanges.” Sponsored by the 
Government of Finland / David and Nancy Speer fund; cosponsored by CAS, 
IGS, the Department of Cultural Studies and Comparative Literature, and 
others.

April 6. Lecture. Timothy Snyder, history, Yale University. “The Politics of 
Mass Killing: Past and Present.” Organized by CHGS and the Ohanessian 
Chair; cosponsored by CAS and others.

continued on page 15

Jeroen Duindam
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Visiting Researchers at CAS, 2016-17

Alejandro Baer (sociology, director CHGS) 
taught Sociology/Global Studies/Jewish Studies 
4315/5315: Memory Politics after Genocide. He 
also coauthored a volume: Alejandro Baer and 
Natan Sznaider, Memory and Forgetting in the 
Post-Holocaust Era: The Ethics of Never Again 
(Routledge, 2017).

Gary Cohen (history, emeritus) published a jour-
nal article, “Visions of the Other German-Speak-
ing Lands: Austrian and Swiss Studies at the 
German Studies Association Conferences and 
in the German Studies Review,” German Studies 
Review 39, no. 3 (October 2016). He delivered 
two papers, “Nationalist Politics in the Concert 
Hall: Gustav Mahler in Prague, 1908,“ at the 
symposium, “Science, Politics, and Culture in the 
Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries,” University 
of Vienna, September 2016, and “Learning to 
Deal with a Communist National Security State:  
Memories of an American Historian Working in 
Czechoslovakia in the 1970s and 1980s,” at the 
Annual Convention of the Association for Slavic, 
East European, and Eurasian Studies, Washing-
ton, DC, November 2016. He also gave a public 
lecture, “Late Imperial Vienna: A Metropolis of 
Contrasts and Conflicts,” the keynote address 
for the Humanities West public symposium, 
“Vienna on the Verge (1890-1918),” San Fran-
cisco, November 2016.

Howard Louthan (history, director CAS) pub-
lished an article, “From the Rhine to the Vistula: 
The Low Countries, Germany and Religious 
Reform in Renaissance Poland,” Ons Geestelijk 
Erf  87 (2016). He gave two papers: “Between 
Text and Image: Recasting the Austrian 
Baroque,” Austrian Studies Association, Chicago, 
March 2017, and “Whither Reformation: A 
Roundtable Discussion on the 500th Anniver-
sary,” American Historical Association, Denver, 
January 2017. He also organized a conference, 
“Understanding the Habsburg Monarchy, 1450-
1792”  (Vienna, May 2017).

Alice Lovejoy (film studies) was awarded Hon-
orable Mention for the University of Southern 
California Book Prize in Literary and Cultural 
Studies (ASEEES) for her book Army Film and 
the Avant Garde: Cinema and Experiment in the 
Czechoslovak Military. She co-organized the Uni-
versity of Minnesota symposium “Remapping 
European Media Cultures During the Cold War: 
Networks, Encounters, Exchanges,” March 2017. 
She was a roundtable presenter and co-orga-
nizer, “Cinema and the Brain: Neurophysiology, 
Psychology, Cognitive Science,” and discussant 
for panel “Sound and International Imagina-
tion in Cold War Central Europe,” American 
Society for East European and Eurasian Studies 

convention, Philadelphia, PA, November 2016. 
In the Twin Cities community, she co-curated 
the Walker Art Center’s Walker Mediatheque 
program “East, West, Home is Best” (featuring 
rare short films from postwar Eastern Europe), 
March 30, 2017. For the latter, she co-authored 
an essay on the “Walker Crosscuts” blog, “East, 
West, Home is Best: Cold War Animation from 
East Central Europe.” Her talks included “Mate-
rial, Medium, and the Geographies of Moving-
Image Propaganda,” at “War Frenzy: Exploring 
the Violence of Propaganda,” Princeton Uni-
versity, May 2017;” “A Military Avant Garde: 
Experimentation in the Czechoslovak Army 
Film Studio,” Annual Carleton College European 
Studies Lecture, May 2017; “Exile Government 
Filmmaking in Wartime London,” Institute of 
Modern Languages Research, University of Lon-
don, June 2016; and “State Bureaucracies and 
the Cinematic Avant Garde in Central Europe,” 
at “From Josef K. to Lustration: Bureaucracy in 
Central Europe,” New York University/Center for 
the Study of Totalitarian Regimes, Prague, Czech 
Republic, February 2017.

Leslie Morris (German studies) taught German 
/Jewish Studies 3633: The Holocaust. She was 
also invited to give a paper, “Reading Place, Plac-
ing Reading: Lesorte/Ortslese: Zur Lyrik Paul 
Celans” at the DAAD sponsored conference on 
Celan held at the University of Iasi, Romania and 
the University of Czernowitz, September 20-25, 
2016.  The conference was held in Iasi but the 
last day of it took place in Czernowitz.

Richard  McCormick (German studies) taught 
German 1601: Fleeing Hitler: German and 
Austrian Filmmakers in fall 2016 and delivered 
the talk “On Hangmen Also Die” as an introduc-

tion to Fritz Lang & Bertolt Brecht’s 1943 film 
at “Double-Feature: Brecht+60/Kleist+205,” a 
conference at California State University, Long 
Beach, September 29, 2016. He continued 
to give talks on the German filmmaker Ernst 
Lubitsch as well.

Karen Painter (School of Music) taught Music 
1908W: Music in Nazi Germany and Music 5647: 
20th Century Music in spring 2017. She also 
published a book review, Arnold Schoenberg’s A 
Survivor from Warsaw in Postwar Europe in Cen-
tral European History (2017) and gave a lecture 
in Graz, Austria based on a chapter from her 
forthcoming book, Women’s Work: Gender and 
Mourning in World War II Germany.

Igor Tchoukarine (history) taught History 
3244: History of Eastern Europe and History/
Jewish Studies 3729: Nazi Germany and Hitler’s 
Europe. In July 2016, he was a visiting fellow at 
the Institute for East and Southeast European 
Studies (IOS) (Universität Regensburg, Ger-
many), and he gave a talk entitled: “An Adriatic 
Orientation: Ivo Tartaglia’s and Vicko Krstulović’s 
Nation-Building Projects in the First and Second 
Yugoslavia.” In January 2017, he participated in 
the 2017 Jack and Anita Hess Seminar for Fac-
ulty, Gender and Sexuality in the Holocaust, US 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington. 

James Tracy (history, emeritus) published the 
monograph Balkan Wars: Habsburg Croatia, 
Ottoman Bosnia and Venetian Dalmatia, 1499-
1617  (Rowman & Littlefield, 2016). He also 
delivered a paper on “Tokaj, 1565: A Habsburg 
Prize of War, and an Ottoman casus belli’” at a 
conference commemorating the 450th anniver-
sary of the battle of Szigetvar (1566), sponsored 
by the Historical Section of the Hungarian Acad-
emy of Sciences, held in Pecs in September 2016.

	 Miklós Vassanyi, PhD in philosophy and 
history, is an associate professor in philosophy 
and religious studies at Karoli University, Bu-
dapest. He was a Fulbright researcher grantee 
at the Center for Austrian Studies, University 
of Minnesota Twin Cities, from February 2017 
through June 2017, with CAS director Howard 
Louthan as host.
	 Annemarie Steidl, Assistant Professor of 
History, University of Vienna, was a guest 
researcher at CAS from March 2017 through 
June 2017. She did further research at Minne-
sota Population Center, gave a book presenta-
tion, and gave a scholarlty talk (see picture, p. 
13 and listing, p. 15).
	 Verena Stern, PhD, University of Vienna 
and Wirth Institute Postdoctoral Fellow, came 

to CAS for two weeks in April and delivered a 
scholarly talk (see CAS Lecture Series).

Miklós Vassanyi
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The courses below represent some of the offerings 
that contained a major component dealing with 
Austria, the Habsburg Empire, or the Central 
European successor states in a wider European 
context; were taught by visiting Austrian faculty; 
or both. The university also offered online classes 
in Central European topics and language classes 
in Polish and all levels of German.

FALL 2016
Anthropology 3027W/5027W: Archaeology of
	 Prehistoric Europe
Art History 5950: Collection & Knowledge 

Making in Early Modernity
Cultural Studies/Comp Lit 3412W:
	 Psychoanalysis and Literature, I
Geography 3161/Global Studies 3921: Europe
German 1601: Fleeing Hitler: German and 

Austrian Filmmakers
German, Scandinavian, & Dutch 3511W:
	 German & European Culture to 1700 
History 1032W: Europe and the World, II
History 3244: Eastern Europe 
History 3361: World War I: A Global History
History 3729: Nazi Germany/Hitler’s Europe

History 5900/8900: Reformation Europe and the
	 World
Music 1905: Violence against Women in Opera
Music 3601: History of Western Music II
Music 5620: Italian Opera from Mozart to Verdi
Music 8640: Mozart Concertos
Philosophy 3231: Philosophy and Language
Philosophy 3601W: Scientific Thought
Philosophy 8600: Workshop in the Philosophy
	 of Science
Political Science 3451: Politics and Society in the 

New Europe
Sociology 3090/5090: A Human Right to 		
	 Healthcare in Europe and the USA

SPRING 2017
Art History 3312: European Art of the 18th 

Century
Early Modern Studies 5500: Enlightenment, 

Revolution, and the Rise of Modern Science
German 3520: Sex in the City: Arthur Schnitzler’s 

Vienna
German 3633: The Holocaust
German 5610: Green Culture, German Literature, 

and Global Culture
German, Scandinavian, & Dutch 3512: German 

& European Culture, 1700 to Present

History 1031W: Europe and the World, I
History 3704W: Daily Life in Europe, 1300-1800
History 3727: History of the Holocaust
History 3746: Game of Thrones: History of 

Central Europe from the 13th to 17th 
centuries

Music 1908W: Music in Nazi Germany
Music 3601: History of Western Music I
Music 3603: History of Western Music III
Music 4504: Intensive Theory and Analysis of 

20th-Century Music
Music 5647: 20th Century Music
Music 5950: Perspectives on Form and Harmony 

in Schubert
Music 8590: The Music and Music Theory of 

Arnold Schoenberg
Philosophy 1905: Amadeus: In Search of Mozart
Philosophy 3311W: Introduction to Ethical 

Thought
Philosophy 3601: Scientific Thought
Philosophy 3607: Philosophy of Psychology
Philosophy 4085/5085: Wittgenstein
Political Science 4410: Nationalisms and 

Narrative
Sociology 4315: Never Again! Memory & Politics 

after Genocide

2016-17 Visiting Fulbright Professor
	 On August 10, 2001, the College of Liberal 
Arts (CLA) and the Austrian Fulbright 
Commission signed an agreement creating 
the Fulbright Visiting Professorship (FVP) at 
the University of Minnesota. The FVP, which 
is funded by CLA, CAS, the Austrian Fulbright 
Commission, and individual departments, 
“floats” from department to department, year 
to year. CLA students and colleagues benefit, 
as the FVP creates expanded course offerings 
with fresh points of view and fosters new 
transatlantic research collaborations. 
	 This year’s FVP was Johanna Muckenhuber 

(pictured), a sociologist from the University of 
Graz. She was here in the fall semester of 2016. 
She taught Sociology 3090 / 5090, A Human 
Right to Healthcare in Europe and the USA , 
used the Minnesota Population Center (MPC) 
and the library system for her research, visited 
classes, and attended CAS lectures and events. 
She also delivered a lecture entitled, “Working 
Conditions and Health: An International 
Comparison between Thirty-Four European 
Countries,” that attracted a large crowd from 
several different disciplines (see p. 9). It was 
organized by MPC and cosponsored by CAS.

Johanna Muckenhuber

2002-03: Hubert Lengauer, German studies 
2003-04: Gabriele Mras, philosophy 
2004-05: Walter Matznetter, geography  
2005-06: Gilg Seeber, political science 
2006-07: Monika Oebelsberger, music education
2007-08: Christian Fleck, sociology 
2008-09: Anselm Wagner, art history  
2009-10: Franz Kernic, political science 
2010-11: Annemarie Steidl, history 

2011-12: Gundela Ludwig, political science & 	
	 gender studies 
2013-14: Reiner Köppl, theatre, film, and media 	
	 studies
2014-15: Irmgard Wetzstein, journalism and 	
	 mass media
2015-16: Judith Eiblmayr, architecture and 	
	 architectural criticism

PAST VISITING FULBRIGHT PROFESSORS
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Minor in Austrian & Central 
European studies
An undergraduate minor in Austrian & Central European Studies, a 
program of the Deptartment of German, Scandinavian & Dutch (GSD), 
gives students a window not only on to Austria but also on to the changing 
world of Central and Southeastern Europe. It draws on the resources of the 
CLA faculty and CAS, including the faculty and courses listed on page 10. 
Students must pass a German language proficiency exam, complete junior-
level German Conversation & Composition, and complete at least one 
Topics in Austrian/Central European Culture course in the Department of 
GSD (German 3520).

Minnesota History Day 2017
 CAS also supports the college students of tomorrow. Every year, 
National History Day holds a nationwide competition for students in 
middle school and high school to research and complete historical 
projects: papers, posters, films, or dramatic presentations. At the 
state level, CAS supports their efforts by awarding two $100 prizes to 
outstanding projects with a Central European topic.
 In 2017, CAS prizes went to Tessa Mlinar, Paige Olson, and Danielle 
Verdugo for “The Velvet Revolution: Taking a Stand Against Communism” 
(Duluth East High School), and to Ava Hansen, Noa Winikoff, and Lydia 
White for “Irena Sendler: A Hidden Hero” (Twin Cities German Immersion 
School).

Graduate Student Advisory Board
In 2015, the Center formed an interdisciplinary Graduate Student Advisory 
Board to to assist future scholars in networking with mentors and peers 
across disciplines. For 2016-17, the members were:

Kia Atsales, Department of Anthropology
Adam Borrego, History of Science & Technology
Kate Brooks, German, Scandinavian & Dutch
Chelsea Cervantes De Blois, Geography, Environment & Society
Elizabeth Dillenburg, Department of History
Scott Dixon, Department of History
Anna Errore, Carlson School of Management
Alexander Greff, History of Science & Technology
Kathryn Huether, School of Music
Kiley Kost, German, Scandinavian & Dutch
Dylan Mohr, Cultural Studies & Comparative Literature
Amy Onstot, School of Music
Jan Volek, Department of History
Meyer Weinshel, German, Scandinavian & Dutch

2017 CAS Grad Student 
Summer Research Grant

 Once again, the Center for Austrian Studies held a competition for 
Summer  Research Grants. The grants provide financial support to 
outstanding currently enrolled University of Minnesota graduate students 
in order to further their progress toward the degree. 
 This year, we awarded two grants. One went to Dylan Mohr (pictured 
above), a graduate student in Cultural Studies and Comparative Literature. 
He will use his support to conduct a final research trip to three archives 
in the summer of 2017. Mohr’s project, “Desiring the Captive Mind: The 
YMCA’s WWI Prisoner-of-War Educational Mission,” focuses on cinematic 
media produced by (and for) World War I Austro-Hungarian soldiers held 
in East Siberian prison camps as late as 1925, and the influence of the 
American YMCA in the creation of this media. 
 The second grant was awarded to Elizabeth Rickard, Theatre History, 
who will use her funding to travel to Salzburg to research the city’s 
internationally famous Salzburg Marionette Theatre and Marionette 
Museum. Once there, Rickard will undertake an object ethnography, 
studying in detail the marionettes on display. She will search the archives 
for documentation of the company’s WWII marionette performances 
for Nazi soldiers as well as arrange interviews with contemporary 
Austrian puppeteers to investigate their relationships to marionettes and 
performance traditions. This phase of research will provide the material for 
the first chapter of her dissertation entitled “Magical Objects: Reanimation 
and the Dialectic of Life and Death.”

2017 Voices of Vienna 
(VoV) Scholarship
This award was created and funded by Kathryn and Wilbur C. Keefer in 
honor of William E. Wright, founding director of CAS. It is awarded to 
graduate students from CLA and the School of Music in alternating years. 
The 2017 winner is Mario Perez, tenor. Mario received his Bachelor of 
Music in Vocal Performance from the University of Minnesota and is in 
his second year of the masters program studying with Adrianna Zabala. 
Mr. Perez has a Goethe Institute certificate in German and will be taking 
masterclasses at the Sommeracademie Mozarteum in Salzburg during 
July. He recently appeared in the University Opera Theatre’s production of 
Gianni Schicchi as Gherardo and sang the Schubert song cycle Die Schoene 
Müllerin in a collaborative DMA recital. He is a member of the Minnesota 
Opera Chorus and has performed with VocalEssence ensemble.

Undergraduate Student 
Advisory Board
In 2015, the Center formed 
a cross-disciplinary group of 
undergraduate students from 
all colleges of the University of 
Minnesota to help them network 
and to help increase an awareness 
of Austrian Studies as an area to 
pursue as a student. For 2016-17, 
they were:
Ellie Anderson, History
Michaela Bunke, History

Eric Dahlman, CSOM
Allison Eaton, CSOM
Elizabeth Hazekamp
Ian Lambert, History
Klaudia Markel
Quinn Palmer
Christina Rathmayer
Joshkin Sezer, History
Avalon Swenson
Claire Welch, Political Science
Derek Wiebke, GSD
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The Carlson School of Management (CSOM) is 
one of America’s most respected management 
schools. Carlson and the Vienna University of 
Economics and Business (WU) jointly administer 
several programs. 
The CSOM’s Vienna Executive MBA program, 
entered the 18th year in 2017. This year 78 stu-
dents (in two cohorts) from 24 countries were 
enrolled in the program.  Starting with the 18th 
cohort, the program is offering a new residency 
program in Santiago de Chile and São Paulo. 
This will give students an opportunity to gain 
insights into global management and leadership 
in emerging markets in South America.
In May 2017, 45 Vienna EMBA students traveled 
to Minnesota to finish their last academic mod-
ule and attend the CSOM commencement cer-
emony. In June 2017, 28 students in WU’s Bucha-
rest Executive MBA program will participate in a 
global residency program hosted by the Carlson 
Global Institute. This will be the 10th year for 
this residency program.
The Global Business Practicum in Central and 
Eastern Europe, a transatlantic project-based 
experiential learning course, included 16 Carlson 
MBA students among the 2016-17 participants. 
During the 2016-17 academic year, eight Carl-
son students spent a semester at WU, and four 
WU students spent a semester at Carlson. Eight 
Carlson students participated in the 2017 WU 
International Summer University. In addition, 
one Warsaw School of Economics student spent 
a semester at Carlson.

The Center for German & European Studies 
(CGES) is a DAAD-funded Center of Excellence. 
Its mission is to promote new knowledge about 
Europe, foster transatlantic relations, and edu-
cate the next generation of American experts on 
Germany and Europe. CGES works closely with 
CAS on both a formal and an informal basis. In 
2016-17, CGES, under the directorship of James 
Parente, Jr., partnered with CAS on several 
events and lectures (see p. 9 for details). 

The Center for Holocaust & Genocide Studies 
(CHGS), headed by Alejandro Baer, director, is a 
resource for information and teaching about the 
Holocaust and contemporary aspects of geno-
cide and human rights abuse. CHGS maintains 
a full calendar of events and outreach efforts. It 
is active in organizing art exhibits and helping 
K-12 teachers incorporate lessons about the 
Holocaust, world genocides, and human rights 
issues into their curricula. CHGS and CAS share 
program associate Jennifer Hammer, and they 
frequently cosponsor lectures and events. This 
year, CAS and CHGS collaborated on several 

CAS Partners at the University of Minnesota
partnerships

major events, including Timothy Snyder’s lec-
ture. (see p. 9 and p. 15  for details).

The Institute for Global Studies (IGS), Evelyn 
Davidheiser, director, creates an environment 
for students and scholars at the University of 
Minnesota to investigate the sets of interrelated 
processes forming today’s increasingly interde-
pendent world. IGS provides a vibrant curricu-
lum for students, brings together scholars from 
diverse disciplines, and works with the com-
munity to create partnerships examining global 
issues. In 2012, CAS became an official member 
of the IGS hub, consisting of ten centers with an 
international agenda. The hub provides account-
ing, administrative support, and assistance with 
events planning and staging. Emily Janisch and 
Katie Henly, in particular, are heavily involved in 
organizing our lectures and symposia. 

Founded in 1965, the Immigration History 
Research Center (IHRC), Erika Lee, director, is an 
interdisciplinary center that promotes research 
on migration with an emphasis on immigration 
to the US. The IHRC has built one of the largest 
and most important collections of materials 
on US immigration and refugee life to be found 
anywhere in the world. The IHRC and CAS 
frequently collaborate on projects, including 
the book talk pictured above and the scholarly 

volume described on p. 7.

The Minnesota Population Center (MPC), Ste-
ven Ruggles, director, was established in March 
2000. It is a University-wide interdisciplinary 
cooperative for demographic research housed in 
the Office of the Vice President for Research. As 
a leading developer and disseminator of demo-
graphic data, MPC serves a broader audience of 
some 25,000 demographic researchers world-
wide. In 2004, the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) awarded MPC a major grant to create 
integrated, fully documented digital samples of 
European censuses and micro-censuses from the 
1960s to the present: the Integrated Public Use 
Microdata Sample (IPUMS) International Proj-
ect. The NIH has continued to renew the grant, 
most recently in 2014. MPC’s partners in the 
European statistical agencies have contributed 
more than fifty censuses and micro-censuses 
from 1960 to the present. Each census sample 
from Hungary, Austria, the Czech Republic, 
and other post-Habsburg countries has been 
downloaded thousands of times by researchers. 
Additional samples are being integrated into the 
database as they become available. Many schol-
ars connected with the Center have come to 
the University of Minnesota to avail themselves 
of MPC’s expertise, including Fulbright Visiting 
Professors and BMWFW Research Fellows.

Annemarie Steidl and James Oberly gave a talk during the book release for their book, From a Multi-
ethnic Empire to a Nation of Nations, at an event sponsored by CAS, the Immigration History Research 
Center, and the Minnesota Population Center. Co-author Wladimir Fischer was unable to attend. Photo: 
Jennifer Hammer.
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Many individuals and departments in the Austrian federal government assist CAS 
with financial support, advocacy, or expertise. The Center deeply appreciates the 
assistance of Sektionschefin Barbara Weitgruber, Abteilungsleiter Christoph Ramoser, 
Florian Gerhardus, and Felix Wilcek of the Federal Ministry for Science, Research, and 
Economy.

We also extend heartfelt thanks to Wolfgang Waldner, Austrian Ambassador to the 
United States; Christine Moser, director of the Austrian Cultural Forum (ACF) in New 
York; Christian Ebner, ACF deputy director; and Peter Sedlmayer, Austrian Trade 
Commissioner, Chicago. They all gave invaluable assistance.

Austrian Government
Collaboration
Minnesota
	 In 2016-17, the Center collaborated with and/or was 
supported by a wide range of organizations at the University of 
Minnesota, in the Twin Cities, and in the state of Minnesota.
	 Units within CLA included the Center for German & 
European Studies; the Center for Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies; the Center for Jewish Studies; the Center for Medieval 
Studies; the Immigration History Research Center; the Program 
in the History of Science, Technology, and Medicine; the 
Religious Studies Program; the Institute for Global Studies; 
the Consortium for the Study of the Premodern World; 
the Early Modern Atlantic Workshop; the Center for Early 
Modern History; the Government of Finland/David and Nancy 
Speer Visiting Professorship; the Ohanessian Chair; and the 
Departments of German, Scandinavian, and Dutch; Cultural 
Studies and Comparative Literature; and History. 
	 Outside of CLA, the Center collaborated with the Carlson 
School of Management, the University of Minnesota Libraries; 
the Minnesota Population Center; and the Weisman Art 
Museum. We also collaborated with the Global Programs and 
Strategy Alliance to facilitate student & faculty exchanges. 
	 Off-campus collaborators included St. John’s University; St. 
Thomas University; Minneapolis Institute of Arts; the Czech 
and Slovak Cultural Center of Minnesota, the Honorary 
Consulate of the Czech Republic in Minneapolis; and the 
Minnesota Historical Society and its Minnesota History Day 
program; the Germanic-American Institute; and Anselm 
House.

North America
	 Institutions. The Wirth Institute for Austrian and Central 
European Studies at the University of Alberta, Joseph 
Patrouch, director, continued to be a valued partner, as did 
CenterAustria, the Center for Austrian Culture and Commerce 
at the University of New Orleans, Günter Bischof, director. We 
also collaborated with the Goethe-Institut Chicago. 
	 Professional Organizations. The Center continued to work 
closely with the Society for Austrian and Habsburg History and 
executive secretary Paul Hanebrink. CAS also worked with the 
American Historical Association, the American Association 
for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, the German Studies 
Association, the Austrian Studies Association, and the 
HABSBURG Discussion Network.

International
	 In Austria, the Center’s partners included the Austrian 
Academic Exchange Service (ÖAD) and the Austrian 
American Educational Commission (Fulbright Austria), Lonnie 
Johnson, executive secretary. The University of Graz is our 
partner in both a faculty exchange and a student exchange, 
as well as other scholarly collaborations. We partnered 
informally with both the University of Vienna and the 
Institut Wiener Kreis. Finally, CSOM and CAS partner with 
Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien. 

The Center is grateful to its many institutional and individual supporters. Individual 
donors are gratefully acknowledged on page 15.

University collaborators, who often contribute financial resources when they 
cosponsor our events, are listed in the column to the right. The Center also appreciates 
the ongoing support of the College of Liberal Arts and its dean, John Coleman. CLA 
development officers Mary Hicks, Peter Rozga, and Robyn Rost also provide assistance 
to the Center.

The Institute for Global Studies (IGS) serves as the administrative platform for several 
internationally oriented research centers in the College of Liberal Arts, of which CAS 
is one. We thank Evelyn Davidheiser, IGS director, for her invaluable support and 
advocacy, and her work in facilitating the Fulbright Visiting Fellowship; Barbara 
London, administrative director of IGS; and Emily Janisch and Katie Henly, IGS events 
coordinators, for support on behalf of CAS.

Kathryn Keefer once again funded the Voices of Vienna scholarship and was a valued 
community liaison on our advisory board. 

Other Sources of Support

support & collaboration

2016-17 CAS Advisory Board
Gordon B. Anderson, University 	

Libraries
Jane Blocker, art history
Gary Cohen, history
Jeanne Grant, history, Metropolitan 

State University
Michael Houston, CSOM
Alison Link, liberal arts technologies 
Alice Lovejoy, cultural studies & 

comparative literature
Roberta Maierhofer, American 

Studies, University of Graz
Leslie Morris, GSD
Karen Painter, School of Music
Jloe Shackleford, History of Science, 

Technology, and Medicine
Gerhard Weiss, GSD (emeritus)

EX OFFICIO: 
Evelyn Davidheiser, director, IGS
Howard Louthan, director, CAS
Kathryn Keefer, community liaison
Elaine Tyler May, chair, history
Lyndel King, director, Weisman Art 

Museum
Charlotte Melin, chair, GSD
Christine Moser, director, ACF New 

York
James Parente, director, CGES
Klaas van der Sanden, program 

director, IGS
CAS STAFF:
Jennifer Hammer, program 

coordinator
Daniel Pinkerton, editor (to Dec. 1)
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Dear Friends,
	 Forty years after the establishment of the Cen-
ter for Austrian Studies, the extensive scope of 
work documented by this annual report demon-
strates the continued relevance and importance 
of our mission. We continue to promote schol-
arship on contemporary topics of study related 
to Austria and its Central European neighbors 
and to build partnerships that connect an in-
ternational and interdisciplinary community of 
students. In doing so, the Center is shattering ex-
pectations of what an academic research entity 
can and should be.  
	 This fall, the University of Minnesota will pub-
licly embark on a comprehensive fundraising 
campaign, in which the Center, as a part of the 
College of Liberal Arts, will participate whole-
heartedly. Yes, our endowment is solid. Yes, we 
receive critical funding from the Austrian gov-
ernment, along with strong annual contributions 
from our community of friends. Yet we recognize 
that our impact is related to our income. Your 
generosity gives us the resources necessary to 
nurture a younger generation of scholars of Cen-
tral Europe in new and innovative ways. 
	 We also are blessed to have extraordinary 
individuals who make leadership gifts. We are 
immensely grateful to Dr. Bruce Pauley, a well 
known scholar of Austria and professor emeritus 
of history at the University of Central Florida. Dr. 
Pauley capped off our year with a very generous 
gift of stock, giving us the choice of how to use 

the funds. Such unrestricted gifts are valuable 
in providing us the flexibility to grow emerging 
initiatives, such as the Seminar Fellows program, 
while maintaining core activities, such as the 
Kann Memorial Lecture. 
	 We encourage you to support the Center in 
whatever ways are most meaningful to you—as 
researchers and presenters, lecture and con-
cert attendees, visitors on social media, and, of 
course, committed financial contributors. Please 
help us build on this past year of success with an 
annual, leadership, or estate gift that is most ap-
propriate for you and your family. 
	 We look forward to seeing you at one of our 
many events in the year ahead. Thank you!

Robyn Rost, Associate Development Officer
phone: 612-625-5092, e-mail: rerost@umn.edu  

VOICES OF VIENNA
Kathryn E. Keefer

R. JOHN RATH AWARD FUND
Isabel F. Stensland

ROBERT A. KANN 
MEMORIAL LECTURE FUND

Dr Jon D. Berlin
John W. Boyer

Bertram M. Gordon

CAS AUSTRIAN 
STUDIES SCHOLARSHIP

Anonymous 
Dr. Russell P. Christensen

2016-17 CAS Donors
AUSTRIAN FEDERAL MINISTRY OF 

SCIENCE AND RESEARCH FUND
Austrian Ministry for Science, Research, 

and Economics

CAS GENERAL FUND
Dr. Karen R. Achberger

Bruce Alan Brown
Prof E. Wayles Browne III

Jeffrey L. Canfield
Institute of Philosophy, Czech 

Academy of Sciences
Paula S. Fichtner

Heidi Galer
Alan K. Houston

Benjamin M. Korstvedt
Bruce F. Pauley

Daniel F. Pinkerton
Pamela S. Saur

Vicki Schell
Dr. Howard P. Segal

Assoc. Professor Mariann E. Tiblin
Charles F. Tremper

Anne C. Ulmer
Harlan Woodring

Friday, September 9. Community event. 
“Herbstfest Heuriger.” Germanic-American 
Institute. Organized by the Germanic-American 
Institute; music cosponsored by CAS.

Wednesday, March 8. Community Event. 
Literaturlenz book tour from the Goethe-
Institut Chicago, featuring Marlen Schachinger 
reading from Martiniloben, Antje Ravic Strubel 
reading from Into the Woods of the Human 
Heart, and Simon Froehling reading from Lange 
Nächte Tag. Organized by CGES; cosponsored by 
CAS and the Department of GSD.

Thursday, April 27. Book Release. Annemarie 
Steidl, University of Vienna and James Oberly, 
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. From a 
Multiethnic Empire to a Nation of Nations: 
Austro-Hungarian Migrants in the US, 1870-1940. 
Cosponsored by the Immigration History Research 
Center and the Minnesota Population Center.

Other sponsored &
cosponsored events

April 21. Graduate Student Symposium. 
“Demands of Fidelity: Tasks of Translation, 
Mediation and Perception.” Presented by 
the Department of GSD; organized with the 
University of Graz; cosponsored by CAS.

April 27. Lecture. Verena Stern, political science, 
University of Vienna. “Refugees Welcome? 
European Border Politics & the Creation of a 
Crisis.” Cosponsored by the Immigration History 
Research Center and IGS.

Lecture Series from page 9

CAS BOOK & DISSERTATION PRIZES
David F. and Rosemary Good



92-93: Sonja Kröll, 
	 University of Salzburg
93-94: Manfred Blümel, 
	 University of Vienna
94-95: Thomas Burg, 
	 University of Vienna
95-96: Thomas Winderl, 
	 University of Vienna
96-97: Rudy Weissenbacher, 		
	 University of Vienna
97-98: Anita Eichinger, 
	 University of Vienna
98-99: Johanna Ortler, 
	 University of Vienna

PAST BMWFW 
FELLOWS

	 Since the 1992-93 academic 
year, Austria’s Federal Ministry for 
Science, Research, and Economy 
(BMWFW) has awarded a fellow-
ship to a doctoral student from an 
Austrian university to come to the 
University of Minnesota for nine 
months of research and/or classes. 
During this time, the fellow works 
part-time on Center programs. 
	 This year’s Fellow was Michael 
Streif, a research fellow and doc-
toral candidate in the Department 

cas
The Center for Austrian Studies
at the University of Minnesota
314 Social Sciences bldg.
267 19th Avenue S.
Minneapolis  MN  55455

99-00: Stefan Riegler, 
	 University of Graz
01-02: Stephan Hametner, 		
	 University of Vienna
02-03: Harald Stelzer,
	 University of Graz
03-04: Manuela Steinberger,
	 University of Graz
04-05: Mirjam Marits,
	 University of Graz 
05-06: Silke Stern,
	 University of Graz
06-07: Barbara Reiterer,
	 University of Vienna
07-08: Simon Loidl,
	 University of Vienna

2016-17 CAS/BMWFW Research Fellow

08-09: Thomas König,
	 University of Vienna
09-10: Jan Surman, 
 	 University of Vienna
10-11: Thomas Schmidinger,
	 University of Vienna
11-12: Thomas Hörzer,
	 University of Graz
12-13: Matthias Falter,
	 University of Vienna
13-14: Verena Stern, 
	  University of Vienna
14-15: Carl Neumayr,
	 University of Graz
15-16: Martin Baresch,
	 University of Linz

of American Studies at Salzburg 
University. In 2013 he was awarded 
the Fulbright Prize for Best Master’s 
Thesis in American Studies for his 
work on Marlene Dietrich and 
the representation of queerness 
in classical American cinema. His 
dissertation is on queer mascu-
linities and college drama in the 
age of the American Revolution, 
an era hallmarked by opposition 
to professional theater. Michael’s 
hypothesis is that students engaged 

in theatricals to escape the 
rigid control exercised by 
college authorities, and that 
theatricals fostered the rela-
tions between the participat-
ing young men in a time when 
the notion of masculinity in 
America was far from being a 
stable construct. Michael gave 
a CAS talk, “Between Boys: 
College Theatricals and Male-
Male Relationships in the Age 
of the American Revolution.” 

Michael Streif


