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From the Chancellor

Our hearts and thoughts go out to those Americans affected by hurricanes Harvey and Irma, the fires in the
west, the recent announcement about ending the national program called DACA (Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals), and other current happenings. If you were fortunate to attend the No Place for Hate event
on Tuesday, September 5, you would have heard the presenters talk about the importance of being kind and
empathetic. Their message was, “In these times, we need to understand that we are all human and, as such,
we have far, far more in common than what separates us. We gain so much from sharing our diverse
background and experiences. And we can all learn from one another and grow. Working together, we are all
uplifted when we uplift each other.”

| encourage you to reach out and help the many people in our country who are worried, scared and frightened
by recent events.

This past week Vice Chancellor Keinath and | attended the Board of Regents meetings in the Cities. One of the
top agenda items was the plan for the System-wide Strategic Planning (SWSP). The SWSP will incorporate a
program investment strategy and a long-term financial framework. The final plan will articulate institutional
priorities across the system. These priorities will be reflected in the University’s budget planning process and
funding requests to the State. There will be a Strategic Planning Oversight Committee composed of senior
leadership and five strategic areas of focus:

e Teaching and Learning (led by EVPP Hanson)

* Research and Discovery (led by VP Levine)

e Qutreach and Public Service (led by VP Kramer)
e Medicine and Health (led by VP Jackson)

e Supporting the Mission (led by SVP Burnett)

The timeline is for these groups to convene and preview goals in September. The first group to bring their
discussion to the Board of Regents will be in January, and one focus area will be featured every month at the
Board’s meetings with a draft plan to coincide with the 2019 Biennial Budget Request in September. The final
plan will be presented in October 2018.

As we make our way into fall semester, I'd like to thank you all for helping set our students on the path to a
strong start of the academic year. So you all can see the impact you have, | want to share the following letter
we received from a father of one of our transfer students (shared with permission).


http://www.umcrookston.edu/

Good afternoon Dr. Holz-Clause,

My name is Norm Clark, and | needed to send you a quick note to let you know about the experience
that my family recently had at the University of Minnesota Crookston.

Our oldest son, Wayne Clark, chose your University after he and | visited your campus back in March to
continue pursuing his Degree as a Junior in Parks and Recreation Management. We were incredibly
impressed with your staff, advisors, and campus during our visit, and it truly made our decision to
support him attending there very easy. But here comes the best part.

As you know, campus move-in day for your residence halls was back on the 17th and 18th of August.
Coming in from out of town, we opted for an early check in on the 17th. Upon arrival, we entered his
residence hall where we were warmly greeted at the main desk. From there introductions were made,
and a friendly conversation with the student that was assisting with his check in made the process of
doing paperwork very enjoyable. We were taken up to his room, asked if we needed anything, and
proceeded to get him settled — all staff and students were incredibly friendly and helpful (holding doors,
offering to help carry, etc.). Wayne was able to meet his roommate that evening as well, and they hit it
off — a senior in the Horticulture Program.

On the morning of the 18th, we returned to a bustling campus of returning students everywhere.
Outside of each of the Residence Halls, large groups of students were welcoming and incredibly friendly.
You couldn’t walk by a group of students without a “Welcome to U of M Crookston” or “Welcome to the
home of the Golden Eagles.” Additional staff were also on hand to insure that things went smoothly.

We did take a self-guided tour through the campus, as my wife had been unable to attend during our
first visit in March. The facilities and grounds were all amazing. Everyone we met was wonderful,
helpful, and genuinely excited to help us, and our son, feel at home. In fact, while we were there, he had
received a phone call to interview for Security, and potentially as a CA down the road. Very impressive,
to say the least.

The reason that | felt | needed to reach out to you, is that | personally sit on the Executive Committee
for the Bismarck State College Board of Trustees as Vice President. We have always prided ourselves on
being a high level campus, and creating the type of environment that you have at University of
Minnesota Crookston. So, the bar was set high when our son made the decision to transfer there. And |
would say that so far our experience has been on par with the Walt Disney World level of excellence!

Kudos to your Faculty, Staff, Students and yourself for creating an environment like you have at the
University of Minnesota Crookston!

Sincerely,
Norman Clark

It’s gratifying to know the work we do really has impact. | wish each of you the best as we continue our
mission of teaching, research and outreach.

Mary Holz-Clause
Chancellor
University of Minnesota Crookston



Featured Events & Activities

What's on Wednesday (WOW) featuring Magician Daniel Martin, Wednesday, September 13 — 7 p.m., Kiehle
Auditorium, free for UMC students

Alumni Brew Bash Tour at Day Block Brewing, Minneapolis, Minn., Thursday, September 14 — 5:30 to 7:30
p.m., Day Block Brewing Company, 1105 S Washington Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.

UMC's Center for Sustainability Hosts the University of Minnesota Sustainability Education Summit, Friday,
September 15 - 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center, free and open to all

2017 Banned Books Week, September 18-22 — events each day across campus

Music on Monday featuring Haley Klinkhammer, Monday, September 18 — 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Peterson
Gazebo, Campus Mall (rain site: Northern Lights Lounge, Sargeant Student Center)

Speaker Leif Andol: Memories of Life in Norway under the WWII Occupation by Nazi Germany, Monday,
September 18 — 7 p.m., Bede Ballroom A&B, free and open to the public

Speaker: Global Business Professional and Entrepreneur Danny Briere, Tuesday, September 19 — Noon,
Peterson Classroom, Heritage Hall, free and open to the public

Retirement Reception for Deborah Zak of U of M Extension, Tuesday, September 19 — 2 to 4 p.m., with
program at 3 p.m., Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center, free and open to the public

Minnesota Sparks Research & Outreach Event, Tuesday, September 19 — 5:30 p.m. doors open, 6 to 7:15
p.m. presentations/Q&A, 7:15 social, Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center, free and open to the public

Campus-Wide Garage & Reuse Sale, Wednesday, September 20 — 9 to 10:30 a.m. for UMC department
transfer; 10:30 a.m. to Noon for employees and students for personal use; Noon to 6 p.m. open to the public,
Parking Lot A, adjacent to Garage Bays 11 and 12

Homecoming Week Activities, September 25-30

For details on these and a comprehensive listing of other events or to discover what’s happening this week,
visit UMC Today at www.crk.umn.edu/today, or review UMC’s news page at www.crk.umn.edu/news.

Learn more about events across the entire University of Minnesota system via Brief, an online weekly internal
news digest, at http://brief.umn.edu/.

Student Stories

Studying abroad is much more than an opportunity for students to travel. For Charli Schocker, an agricultural
education major from Hines, Minn., a learning abroad trip to New Zealand is proof. Learn more at
www.crk.umn.edu/news/charli-schocker-study-abroad.
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Around Campus
Administrative Affairs —

Friday, April 6, 2018, has been selected as the date for the Inauguration of Mary Holz-Clause as the sixth
chancellor of the University of Minnesota Crookston. Student groups as well as faculty and staff members
who are involved in the planning of campus activities and events are asked to avoid scheduling competing

events for that date.

Faculty and staff, especially those who have enjoyed recent conversations about UMC’s vision for the
future, are invited to nominate themselves or a colleague for one of four open at-large seats on the
Strategic Planning Leadership Team (SPLT). The SPLT provides leadership and guidance for the Crookston
campus’s strategic planning process and initiatives, including the review of mission, vision, and values that is
continuing through this academic year. SPLT members attend meetings monthly, generally from 8:30-10:30
a.m. on the first Thursday of the month, as well as the annual summer planning retreat. Between the monthly
meetings, SPLT members participate in ad hoc working subgroups, provide updates and insights on strategic
initiatives and action plans, and actively communicate information about strategic planning among and from
their colleagues and departments. Nominations and expressions of interest are due to Chris Winjum
(cwinjum@umn.edu, 218-281-8343) by noon on Monday, October 2. The term of appointment is normally two
years. Initial appointments will be staggered to ensure that at-large seats are filled on an ongoing basis.

Several departments have accumulated items they no longer need for their operations, so a campus-wide
Garage & Reuse Sale will be held on Wednesday, September 20, in Parking Lot A, adjacent to Garage Bays
11 and 12. From 9 to 10:30 a.m. that day UMC departments may find and transfer items to their units. (There
will be no cost unless there is a balance on a piece of capital equipment.) From 10:30 a.m. to Noon University
employees and students may purchase items for their personal use. From Noon to 6 p.m. the garage sale will
be open to the public. All items will be sold “as is.” Some items may be sold via silent auction format where
the highest bid wins. The student club Alpha Eta Rho will help administer this event as a fundraiser for their
programs and will receive 15% of the event sales for staging and staffing the sale. The event is sponsored by
Facilities & Operations and Student Affairs. Contact Dave Danforth or Peter Phaiah for more information.

Due to software updates, some MyU features, PeopleSoft Campus Solutions (student records), and
associated services will be unavailable from 9 a.m. Saturday, September 23, through noon on Sunday,
September 24, when Service is expected to be restored. During the downtime, students will not be able to
access information on the Academics, My Finances, and My Info tabs within MyU. Faculty and staff will not be
able to access PeopleSoft Campus Solutions and its related queries in the Reporting Center as well as
information on the My Advisees, Teaching, and My Info tabs within MyU. See full details on system availability
during the planned outage: https://sites.google.com/a/umn.edu/cs92/about-the-project/technical-upgrade-
go-live. Aside from downtime during the weekend, no significant impact for end users is expected. No action is
required as a result of this upgrade. Those who use PeopleSoft frequently may need to clear their browser
cache and cookies when logging in the first time after the upgrade is complete.

Academic Affairs —

A delegation from the University of Minnesota, including a number of individuals from the Crookston
campus, will travel to Morocco on September 16 to explore the development of programs with partners
across the country. The group will travel to the cities of Rabat, Meknes, Fes, and Agadir. Institutional partners
on the itinerary include Institut Agronomique et Vétérinaire Hassan Il; International University of Rabat;
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National School of Agriculture; Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique; Arabic Language Institute of
Fes; University of Ibn Zohr and Complex Horticole. UMC representatives taking part in the tour include
Barbara Keinath, Kim Gillette, Harouna Maiga, Rob Proulx, Venugopal Mukku, Oxana Wieland, along with
Rani Bhattacharyya of U of M Extension, Mary Rogers of the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural
Resource Sciences (CFANS), and John Vreyens, director of global initiatives for U of M Extension. The group
will return to the U.S. on September 27.

The theme of 2017 Banned Books Week, set for September 18-22, is “Treason!” On Monday, September 18,
in celebration of freedom of speech, free copies of the U.S. Constitution will be given away beginning at 11
a.m. in the International Lounge, Sargeant Student Center. A public read-out from treasonous writings will be
held on Tuesday, September 19, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. in the International Lounge. On Wednesday, September
20, a free showing of the movie “Trumbo,” which portrays Hollywood blacklisting of the late 1940s, will be
held at 7 p.m. in Bede Ballroom. Free copies of banned books will be given out on Thursday, September 21,
from 10:30 a.m. to Noon in the International Lounge. Banned Books Trivia Bingo will be held on Friday,
September 22, at 1 p.m. in the International Lounge. Banned Books Week is sponsored by the UMC Academic
Success Center.

Global business professional and entrepreneur Danny Briere, will be a featured guest speaker on Tuesday,
September 19, at noon in the Peterson Classroom in Heritage Hall. The event is free and open to the public.
Briere, a serial entrepreneur, started his own firms and has been involved in advising over 200 organizations in
the telecommunications and Internet space. His focus is on leading edge technologies and trends, with a
special interest in alternative energy, social networking, social enterprise, education, and kids. He has also
been involved in helping drive entrepreneurship across universities, towns, regions, and states. Briere is CEO
of the STEMIE Coalition, a national umbrella organization over dozens of invention and entrepreneurship
education programs, and chairman of the National Invention Convention and Entrepreneurship Expo
Organizing Committee. These celebrate youth inventor and entrepreneurs across the U.S. and push invention
and entrepreneurship programs into more K-12 schools in America.

Student Affairs —

Magician Daniel Martin will perform as part of the What’s on Wednesday (WOW) series, on Wednesday,
September 13, at 7 p.m. in Kiehle Auditorium. The event is free for all UMC students. Martin has quickly
become one of the most in-demand performers touring today. His high-energy fusion of exhilarating magic,
cons, and sarcastic improv continually leads to record breaking crowds and consistent standing ovations at
theaters, universities, and celebrity events worldwide. This event is sponsored by SPACE (Student
Programming and Activities for Campus Entertainment).

Students, faculty, and staff are encouraged to participate in Golden Eagle Chalk-Walk, Monday, September
18, from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Peterson Gazebo on the Campus Mall. Participants may create their own
chalk works of art. All skill levels are welcome at this free event. Interested individuals are encouraged to
register at the Info Desk in Sargeant Student Center by Monday, September 11. Student participants will be
eligible to win a prize at a drawing at the end of the event.

Haley Klinkhammer will be the featured performer for Music on Monday on September 18 from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. She will perform at the Peterson Gazebo on the Campus Mall (rain site: Northern Lights Lounge,
Sargeant Student Center). At the age of 14, Klinkhammer picked up a guitar and filmed her first YouTube
video. Nine years and more than 250 videos videos later, her passion has turned into her career. This free
event is sponsored by SPACE and Student Activities.



Speaker Leif Andol will discuss “Memories of Life in Norway under the WWII Occupation by Nazi Germany”
on Monday, September 18, at 7 p.m. in Bede Ballroom, rooms A&B. The event is free and open to the public.
Andol was a child during the German occupation of his home country, and he will share his vivid memories. His
wife Jan will close the program playing music on her “carpenter saw.” The event is sponsored by the Office of
International and Multicultural Programs and the Sons of Norway.

Technology Support Services —

Nate Visconti has been hired as an academic technologist in Academic Technology Support Services
(formerly the Center for Teaching, Learning and Technology), where he will join Debi Race in supporting
faculty technology needs for coursework. Visconti has served as the executive office and administrative
specialist for the Math, Science & Technology Department since March of 2016. He began his new role and
responsibilities on Tuesday, September 12. Additionally, these two staff members will relocate to new office
space in the Kiehle 141 area, next to Computer Help Desk staff offices. The relocation will provide an
opportunity for Amy Lubarski, manager of the Help Desk, to assist the academic technology team.

Development & Alumni Relations —

All faculty and staff are encouraged to join UMC Teambackers, which provides support for Golden Eagle
student-athletes. Different membership benefits come with different donation levels, and all donations are
tax deductible. If all UMC faculty and staff members were to offer just $5.77 per paycheck (the Players Club
level of $150 per year), it would mean $40,000 more to our student-athletes annually. Let's show our students
our support and help these students achieve even greater success, both in the classroom and as part of their
respective teams.

On Friday, September 8, the University of Minnesota launched the public phase of a 10-year system-wide
fundraising campaign called Driven: The University of Minnesota Campaign. The campaign goal is to raise $4
billion for students, faculty, and the University’s three-part mission of education, research and outreach for
the benefit of all Minnesotans. The campaign will benefit all five University campuses, all 16 degree-granting
colleges and many more non-degree programs, including Athletics, the Weisman Art Museum, Extension and
the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. Learn more at https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/u-launches-
system-wide-fundraising-campaign-goal-4-billion-2021.

University Relations -

University of Minnesota Crookston Founder’s Day is Thursday, September 21. On that day in 1966 (51 years
ago) classes began at the University of Minnesota Technical Institute at Crookston for 187 students and 26
faculty members. Associate in Applied Science degrees were offered in three academic divisions: Agriculture,
Business, and General Studies. (The University of Minnesota Board of Regents officially changed the name of
the Crookston campus to the University of Minnesota Crookston in 1988.) University Relations has developed
a short video paying tribute to Founding Provost Stanley Sahlstrom and Chancellor Emeritus Donald Sergeant,
who led the campus through critical periods in its history. View the video at https://youtu.be/5WsUf-405d0.
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Athletics —

The Thursday, September 14, football game with the University of Minnesota Crookston Golden Eagles
facing the Wayne State College Wildcats at 7 p.m. at Ed Widseth Field will be featured as the "NSIC
Thursday Night Game of the Week" on Midco Sports Network. MidcoSN is channel 622 on HD and channel 27
on standard definition for Midco customers. The game will also be a "White Out" for fans attending the game.
Fans are asked to wear white shirts and clothing as they support the Golden Eagles.

Sustainability —

UMC's Center for Sustainability will host the University of Minnesota Sustainability Education Summit on
Friday, September 15, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. The event, which is
free and open to all, will be digitally co-hosted live at all five U of M campuses. The summit will feature a
provocative, multi-campus discussion on sustainability education across the curriculum with fresh ideas and
new ways to reach students. Attendees will hear from keynote speaker Jacquie Johnson, former chancellor of
the University of Minnesota Morris, will learn about innovative teaching practices by Duluth and Morris
faculty, and will get a report from the inaugural cohort of the Institute on the Environment's lonE Educators.
Refreshments and lunch will be served. Register online to receive materials:
www.eventbrite.com/e/sustainability-education-summit-tickets-36610335499.

Accolades

The University of Minnesota Crookston tops the list in the latest rankings from U.S. News. In the category
Midwest Top Public Regional Colleges for 2018, the U of M Crookston moves into first up from its third place
ranking in 2017. The campus has ranked consecutively in the top 4 for 21 years including a number of times in
the top slot. The Top Public Regional Colleges category is comprised of institutions focused on undergraduate
education and offering a range of degree programs but granting fewer than 50 percent of their degrees in the
liberal arts. For the 2018 list, the U of M Crookston shares the top spot with Valley City State University, N.D.,
and is followed by the University of Wisconsin Superior at number 3 and Lake Superior State University, Mich.,
and Mayville State University, N.D., both tied at number 4. The exclusive rankings are published in the new
"Best Colleges 2018" guidebook available on newsstands October 10, as well as on www.usnews.com/best-
colleges/rankings/regional-colleges/top-public.

Campus and Community

The West Polk County Chapter of the American Cancer Society will host its annual Relay for Life on
Saturday, September 16, from 5 p.m. to midnight on the Campus Mall of the University of Minnesota
Crookston. The event will feature the traditional luminary ceremony honoring those who have fought cancer
or lost their battle, cancer survivor’s meal, the 4th annual Relay 5K Run/Walk, an outdoor movie, silent auction
and pie auction, food, games, speakers, demonstrations and the band “4 Wheel Drive.” Learn more at
www.facebook.com/relayforlifewestpolkcountymn.
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Extension

A reception for Deborah Zak of U of M Extension will be held Tuesday, September 19, from 2 to 4 p.m., with
a program at 3 p.m., in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. Zak will retire at the end of September after
40 years with Extension in the Crookston Regional Office and the Pennington County Office. All are welcome.

Northwest Minnesota Regional Sustainable Development Partnership

The Northwest Minnesota Regional Sustainable Development Partnership and Bemidji Community Food Shelf
will host a public open house as the Deep Winter Greenhouse Prototype 2.0 finishes construction. The open
house will be held on Saturday, September 30, from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Bemidji Community Food Shelf Farm,
1260 Exchange Avenue SE, Bemidji, Minn.

University of Minnesota System

The University of Minnesota will host Minnesota Sparks in Crookston on Tuesday, September 19, in Bede
Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center, on the campus of the University of Minnesota Crookston. Doors open at
5:30 p.m., presentations and Q&A discussions are set for 6 to 7:15 p.m., and an open social hour will be held
at 7:15 p.m. to close the evening. Minnesota Sparks is free of charge, and all are welcome to attend.

The event, hosted by University of Minnesota Regent Tom Anderson, will bring three University
researchers—who are tackling some of the area’s most critical issues—into conversation with members of the
local community. Presenters will include Assistant Professor Anthony Schroeder, “Soaking up the Unknown in
Minnesota's Waters”; Professor and Extension Wildlife Specialist John Loegering, “Engaging Citizens to
Inspire Commitment and Dedication to Wildlife Resources”; and Extension Educator Neil Linscheid, “Rewriting
the Rural Narrative.” The Minnesota Sparks series, a set of outreach events offered across the state, gives the
public the opportunity to learn about the research being conducted at the University’s many locations and
highlights the University’s scientific, economic, and cultural impact that spans all 87 counties of Minnesota.

The University of Minnesota’s Board of Regents held their first meetings of the 2017-2018 academic year on
September 7 and 8 on the Twin Cities campus. President Kaler provided an update on system-wide strategic
planning. Additionally, the Board received an update from the System Enrollment Management Workgroup.
The Board also welcomed new college deans. Learn more at https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/u-m-
board-regents-continue-work-system-wide-strategic-plan.

Vice President for Equity and Diversity Katrice Albert has accepted a new position as executive vice
president for inclusion and human resources at the NCAA, effective October 16, 2017. U of M President Kaler
will name an interim leader for OED soon, as well as a plan for permanent leadership of the department.
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Publication notes: E-Update is published by the Office of University Relations at the University of Minnesota Crookston approximately twice each
month except for May, June, July, and December, when it is published only once. Issues are posted online at www.crk.umn.edu/units/university-

relations/campus-e-update. If you have any questions regarding the information in this news update, please send them to urumc@umn.edu. The

University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.
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