
 
Congress Minutes  

September 21st, 2015 

LSBE 135 

1) Call to Order; 6:01pm 

2) Roll Call 

3) Approval of the Minutes (Sept. 14th); approved  

4) Approval of the Agenda; approved  

5) Introduction of guests 

a) Josh Berlo - Athletic Director 

i) If any students have concerns, questions, comments, etc please talk with the 

athletic committee - they are here to make your experience better.  

ii) Question: What is your position with UMDawgHouse? 

(1) UMDawgHouse is a student organization that athletics works with at 

times to get other students involved. However, you do not need to be 

a part of this club to share your excitement about UMD sports!  

b) Miranda W 

i) Sitting in to see what Congress is all about  

6) Freshman Committee Oath of Office 

a) Welcome to Student Association!  

7) Dr. Erwin 

a) The University of Minnesota system has a new definition of consent - affirmative 

consent.  The best prevention for sexual assault is Bystander Intervention - It’s On Us 

campaign is focusing on that.  

b) Alumni relations is now going to be part of Student Life in order to be more closely 

connected with the students at UMD now.  

8) Old Business 

i) Open Positions 

(1) Representative at Large (2) 

(a) Lindsey Girtz is nominated by Cody Brumbaugh; Rosie seconds. ​Motion passes 34-0-1.  

(b) Pavel (Paul) Arkhipenkov is nominated by Miles Barnidge; Rowan seconds. ​Motion 

passes 36-0-0. 

9) New Business 

10) Governance Committee Updates 



a) Athletics 

i) Has not met yet. Moving forward, hoping to work with student athletes better 

in order to figure out a better system for them to not miss class 

b) Teaching and Learning 

i) Spent time talking about the difficulties that transfer students face when 

trying to transfer credits to UMD. 

ii) Meeting again on Wednesday.  

c) Student Educational Experiences  

d) Strategic Planning and Budget 

e) Campus Climate Leadership 

f) Facilities  

g) Assessment 

h) Liberal Education 

i) UCC 

 

11) Executive Reports 

i) Vice President of Student Life – Cody Brumbaugh  

(1) Student Life will meet every week after congress in the Garage.  

(2) Highway cleanup will be October 24th,​ tentatively at 11am. There will be a golf 

tee-time set up before if anyone would like to go.  

ii) Vice President of Academic Affairs – Nick Dalton 

(1) Looking at grading efficiency (efficiency instead of policy) - specifically at how quickly 

students get their grades back. Will be working with MARC to get a survey out 

targeting students to see if it’s a specific department issue.  

(2) Still finding a time to set up a Dean meeting.  

iii) Vice President of Administration and Finance – Isabel Miera 

(1) Tomorrow is the Annual Student Organization (5-7pm) meeting where Isabel will be 

presenting on how Clubs/Orgs will apply for funding.  

(2) This year all FAC applications will be online.  

(3) Elise and Isabel will be working on the It’s On Us campaign - if you’re interested in 

getting involved, Isabel, Elise or Dr. Erwin to learn more and get involved.  

(4) Next week, look forward to a Dress Code presentation by Isabel and Mia 

iv) Vice President of External Affairs – Rose Lindquist 

(1) Last week EA discussed how to better promote Support the U day. 

(2) Still planning on doing a Life After the Dorms event to inform freshmen of their options 

about housing after their first year. 



(3) Hoping to get a calendar that will promote all events that are going on in the 

community.  

(4) If you are supposed to be on External Affairs and have not gotten an email yet, see 

Rosie after congress. 

v) Rep. to the Board of Regents – Samantha Jensen 

(1) The student reps are working on a report that will be presented to the Regents in 

February - the report is meant to address all the problems and concerns from the 

student body to these regents. If anyone has an idea of any problems they’ve seen 

on/with campus they would like to see brought to the Regents, let Sam know in the next 

couple weeks.  

vi) Freshman President – Mike Kenyanya 

(1) Ready to learn and ready to get to work!  

vii) President – Nathan Ernst 

(1) Corbin brought up an event for homecoming, ​Wednesday October 7th ​- cardboard 

races. If you’re interested in making a boat out of cardboard that will be used in a race 

at Bagley pond, see Nathan or Corbin after congress. 

(2) UMD will be lobbying this year for a CAMS building. Nathan met last week with senators 

who make the budget - they seem to be in support of funding for this building.  

(3) UMD is also hoping to get funding from HEAPR to renovate the Sports and Health center 

as well as AB Anderson. It’s up to SA to put forth the effort to lobby for these.  

(4) Parent Family Weekend is Sept 26th from 9:30-11:30am ​. Looking for 2-3 people to 

come help out with that.  

(5) There is a discussion of hosting a debate on October 23rd. Next week a resolution will 

be brought forward to cohost this debate.  

(6) Retreat is Friday, Sept 25th 5-10pm ​(location TBD). This is a mandatory event for all 

members. The retreat is to bring everyone up to speed as to what student association is 

and what it does, as well as for all the members to get to know each other.  

(7) Make sure you are emailing Nathan if the committees you’re put on are not working for 

you, or if you can’t make them. 

12) Director and Professional Student Personnel Reports 

i) Bulldog Taxi – Jeffrey McVay 

(1) As of this past week, have not gotten any more complaints about the taxi program.  

(2) Brainstorming ideas to promote Bulldog Taxi and to inform students on the new taxi 

program.  

(a) Rowan gives the idea to put posters up in local restaurants/bars as well as LSH 

lobby.  



(3) Hoping to move forward with the shuttle program to get a shuttle from UMD to Spirit 

Mountain. Going to get in contact with Spirit Mountain, the bus company and UMD 

Snowboard club.  

ii) Better Neighbors – Mia Johnson 

(1) November 4th - Doughnut with a Cup​. This event gives students an opportunity to ask the 

cops any questions they may have.  

(2) If you would like to do a ride-along with UMDPD, get into contact with Mia.  

(3) Also brainstorming ideas for students to get involved with the community that doesn’t 

involve parties.  

iii) MARC – Katie Filkins 

(1) If anyone is interested in joining MARC - let Katie know.  

(2) Going to do a survey for Academic Affairs on October 5th to get more information about 

grading efficiency within classes/schools.  

iv) Rules and Elections – Lydia Mwambi 

(1) Thank you freshmen for getting your classmates to vote!  

(2) Now that elections are over, will be working with Nathan to get the Bylaws up to date. If 

you’re interested in helping out with that, sign up for a meeting time on the dry-erase wall 

in the office  

v) Senate Director – Mack Liebl 

(1) No report  

vi) Legislative Certificate Program – N/A 

vii) Chief of Staff – Erin Gustafson 

(1) Make sure to sign in for your office hours every week  

(2) Lock the cabinets if you’re leaving the office  

viii) Systems Administrator – Rowan Bakke 

(1) EMAIL ROWAN YOUR UPDATED PARAGRAPHS FOR THE WEBSITE 

ix) Public Relations – Elise Viger 

(1) PR meets Wednesday nights at 7pm in the garage if you’re interested in joining the 

committee. 

(2) Moving forward with the ​Bulldog Extravaganza event (tentatively Oct 12th​) - will be 

meeting with the fellow KSC offices to get things starting.  

(3) SA will be partnering with KPB for the ​Corn Roast on Monday Oct. 5th. ​Hoping to do a “spin 

the wheel” activity for students in order to give out some SWAG.  

(4) Brainstorming ideas to promote WTF UMD facebook page. On September 28th, hoping to 

design our case around WTF UMD and homecoming.  



(5) Last week PR did a mini presentation in a political science class. Hoping to get some of those 

students to come to a congress. Planning on doing more of these throughout the year.  

13) Advisor’s Minute 

a) Be sure to utilize Corbin as much as possible and as soon as possible. He is a great 

resource if you have questions about your committee/classes/etc 

b) Offered his garage to create the cardboard boat and knows strategizes to win! :D (Wed 

Oct. 7th) 

c) Tuesday, October 20th at 4pm is the official ribbon cutting day​ for the new kirby space. 

Hope to have as many members there as possible.  

d) ACUI ( association for college unions international) conference is  November 6th, 7th 

and 8th​. Every year Kirby sends students who are interested in programming/student 

affairs/etc to a regional conference.If you’re interested in going, let Corbin know.  

14) Chair’s Corner 

a) New Representatives at Large are sworn in!  

15) Open Announcements 

a) Academic Affairs meets tonight after congress  

16) Balla Award 

a) Elise gives the Balla to Kalley!  

17) Adjourn; 7:15pm  

 
 


