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For Jack I1olb,J ., a graduate student enrollGd in tl!e uHD s ummer session, 

d his f amily , the mileposts , t he unpredictable surfaces and the unmatched • 
splendor of t he Alcan higmray arc becoming famil iar . 

That ' s u ty they treat jt _px:ct__!,y much as a m.1.tt~ c;,f c ourso tl~t t hoy "f!-_ 

M/t.. ~ ~ e-ai ~,~~ 1 /~ .·-
11drove d orn 11 to attend s umrnor claosos a't -.:>--a 3, 700-mile s piif. 

Jack, a raw- b()'lcd., 33- yoar - ol d redhead who rel ishes a good discussion 

or a good book allnos t as much as he enjoys pulling the trigger on nis scape 

rifle zeroed in on an Ala.ska caribou, chose to do h s graduate st udy at UhD 

hCC"'.l e ho l !roo Dul·1th, t he campus and his uMn associations . 

He received t, o D. A. d "'breo i n bwincso and economtcs at Dul ut h in 

1953, has spent three years toac:1ing, is now a :.ming for t ho f.~. A. degree . 

He left too ready- to-Hoar bus iooss i n Thief River Fal ls, his home towa, in 1955 ... 
t o in Cnliforni a., was smitten by the Al aska wanderlust bug 0 

The l s lbys ., i nc l uding his wife ., tho f or mor 11arilyn Morrow., Morgan Park, 

a nd 8-yoar-old Pot ty Lynn., uil..!.. stay on i n Al aska for a fm,1 years yet, they aver. 

"The wanderlust is still ther c. 11 

They went over t.c Alcan highm:iy first on a camping l:r l1 --seven uooks 

of l e isurely, if jolting., t ravelo 

On that camping trip, they stop ed almost at every otreron the f i rst few 

days. Dolly vnrdons., graylirus , speckleds abo..inded in each. "They were n ' t 

f i nicky, either, like our American t r out," Jack says 0 
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it meant a big moving job i n 19.56 from the i r home near Los Angeles. 

After ft~ 'ng estimat es on commercial hauling, thcy decided to try 

t he harder way, again over the Alcan. 

"We t ought a 1954 t ruck and l oaded it wi th 5,ooo pounds of furniture . 

I drove the truck nnd 'T\V uifo drove tho c ar , " J ack reca l ls w i:th a wry smile. 

"We wcr '3 spend irt: as much as $40 per day for gas on that t r ip. It took 

us 17 days f r om Los Angeles . 11 

J ac k had to be at Anchor age on Aug. 27 fer a teacher s I meeting . They 

arrived Aug. 26, sold the truck immc>di utoly. Four days 1 , ter he had shot 

his fi r st c D.ri bou on the sl pes of !loJnt licK:oley. 
f 

'f .his summer f n the~r Duluth trip t he:,· drove a 1955 s tation wagon. 

'They had minor troubles . 

Fi :-st., t wo wea r y ti.res gave out in the beginning mi.las . Then a truck 

t ire ahead f ired a rock t hr ru ch t h ..!ir rad ·nt or. That meant stopping every 

20 minutes f~r uate-iJ 
Finally., a· '1iili- j olt severed the gas liue . A t :ipe and glue pa tch held 

A 

unt il they got to Dulut h. 

Uswl ly tho e s tim!l lied time for normal driv ing from Anchorage t o Shelby., 

Mont ., is eight dayD. Dy driving longer each d,v , the l'-lelbys made t he 3, 700 

miles t o Duluth in 8} dnys . 

Horst sec t ions they hit wer e botucen Edmonton ., Al ta. , and Dawson Creek., B. C. , 

wher o extoneiive blackt op improvements and t he inevi table detours are undertiay0 4 lf.ll//)1//3£~ O 1= 
They s aw qd ,,e cC £11R1 motorists in diff ic l ty. 

"You den 't find mnny Canndlons or Alaskans i n troubl e--t. ey drive sensibly•" 

Jnck obsezves . 

"It 1s the speed demons from t .io states uho ar e usually in that predicament. 
~~lt..~ 

It-+,, 0 Y ~ ~ t o see an American, s tand i ng u i t h his a' bands on Q his hips., 

looking sour or yol l inc unpr i ntables, at a c.:G' i,i th -wo bll:kon sprinca or f our flat s.'• 
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"If y JU s t ay under 50, you don •t h:ive much of t ba t kind of tr ru t'le . 11 

The s_1ringo break uhen, at h :.gh spoeds whi ch oho!.lld be taboo f or 

any discern ing motorist, a oar hits a litt le gully or pothole that sends 

the fron t s l.cywnrd and t hen pl ops it hard on t he ot m.r side . 

The flat s usually occur when, a ga i n at greo., ::ipeed, a motorist 

roars i nto a spatt or of crumbled., sharp rooks from a recent rock foll or 

over a washout t hat has l eft a ~ p rock shards exposed . 

A tire -'* hazard res ult ing from t he improvement efforts of the 

mai ntenance cr ews stationed every 100 mi l es is t he grader blade fragment . 

"Pick up one of t hooo a nd it means a ~ 1 slas hed tire." 

The be s t t ime to "eo outside," as t he Alaokans r for t o nny extens ive 

j aunt darn t ll3 Alcan, is in win ter, uhen roadbeds ar; frozen f:trm and dus:, 

i s minimal. , Melby h ~ f ound. 

The Molbys will l eave Dul ut h f or ~ Anc r..orago aro ut Aug. 15. 
"Cari bou seaGoo opens Aug . 22, " expl a i n, Jack., "and I uant to r , t ~ in 


