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For Jack Melby, a graduate student enrolled in the UMD summer session,

gnd his family, the mileposts, the unpredintaﬁle surfaces and the unmatched
splendor of the Alecan highway are becoming familiar,
That's wiy they trea’t%%é etty much as a mat.ter of course that they
"drove darn" to atltend summer classes m—-a 3,700-mile sm/ e
Jack, a raw=boned, 33-year~old redhead who relishes a good discussion
or a good book almost as much as he enjoys pulling the trigger on his scope
rifle deroed in on an Alaska caribou, chose to do his graduate study at UiD
becau e he 1likes Duluth, the campus and his UMD associations.
He received the B. A. degree inrbminess and economics at Dulﬁth in
1953, has spent three years teaching, is now aiming for the 4, A. degree.
He left tm__z'-eady-to—-wear business in Thief River Falls, his home town; in 1955
to in California, was smitten by the Alaska wanderlust bug.
The lelbys, including his wife, the former Marilyn Morrow, Morgan Fark,
and 8=year-old Patty Lymn, will stay on in Alaska for a fewryears yet, they aver.
"The wanderlust is still there."
They went over itle Alecan highway first on a camping la k--seven weeks
of leisurely, if jolting, travel.
On that eamping trip, they stopred almost at every stream the first few
days. Dolly va;dena, graylings, speckleds abounded in each. "They weren't
finidcy, either, like our American trout," Jack says.
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When Jack lined up ‘.- 3 %1 sub jects ab Anchorage,

it meant a big moving job in 1956 from their home near Los “ngeles,

After @ting estimates on commercial hauling, they decided to try
the harder way, again over the Alean.

"Je bought a 1954 truck and loaded it with 5,000 pounds of furniture, :
I drove the truck and my wife drove the car," Jaek recalls with a wry smiles

"We weras spending as much as $40 per day for gas on that trip. It took
us 17 days from Los Angeles."

Jack had to be al Anchorage on Aug, 27 far a teachers' meeting. They
arrived Aug. 26, sold the truck immedistely. Four days later he had shot
his first caribon on the sl pes of Mount leKinley,

This summer %ﬂ thelr Dyluth trip they drove a 1955 station wagons
They had minor troublea.

First, two weary tires gave out in the beginning miles. Then a truck
tire ahead fired a rock throaigh their rad iator. That meant stopping every
20 minutes for water,

Finally, a”% jolt severed the gas line. A bape and glue pateh held
until they got to Duluth,

Usially the estimated time for normal driving from Anchorage to Shelly,
Mont., is eight days. By driving longer each dgy, the Melbys made the 3,700
miles to Duluth in 8% days.,

Worst seetlions they hit were between Edmonton, Alta., and Dawson Creek, B. C. s
where extensive blacktop improvements and the inevitable detours are underway.

A VUMBERL O~
They sow qudisbe—a—Lew motorists in diffic 1ty

"You dm't find many Canadians or Alaskans in trouble--t ey drive senaibly,"

Jack observes,

"Tt's the speed demons from the states who are usually in that predicament.
<o Usrsrzcnf -

It‘m =it Yo see an American, standing with his & hands on S his hips,
looking sour or yelling unprintables, at a car with two brken springs or four flatg."



"If you stay under 50, you dontt have much of that kind of tro:lle,.®

The springs break’when, at high speeds which should be taboo for
any discerning motorist, a car hits a little pgully or pothole that sends
the front skyward and then plops it hard on the ot her side,

The flats usually occur when, again at great speed, a motorist
roars into a spatier of crumbled, sharp rocksirom a recent rock fall av
over a washoubt that has left h@p-rock shards exposed.

A tire.& hazard resulting from the improvement efforts of the
maintenance crews stationed every 100 miles is the grader blade fragment.
"Pick up one of those and it means a @i slashed tire."

The best time to "o outside," as the 4laskans r:fer to any extensive
jaunt down the Alcan, is in winter, when roadbeds are frozen firm and dud
is minimal, Melby has found.

The Melbys will leave Duluth for & Anc horage alout Aug. 15.
"Caribou season opens Aug. 22," explaim Jack, "and I want to ot 2 in

some hunting befare the first teachrs' meeting Aug, 270
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