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Oberstar, Slater Speak at Railroad

Conference
The Center’s outreach program reached a new level of suc-
cess with its most recent conference, “Small Railroads and
Economic Development—A Partnership.”
Held in Minneapolis on June 16-17, the conference fea-
tured a keynote presentation by U.S. Representative James
=5 71 Oberstar and a dinner speech by
| U.S. Department of Transportation
- Secretary Rodney Slater. Other
| honored speakers were Jolene
| Molitoris, administrator of the
~ USDOT’s Federal Railroad
| Administration; William Loftus,

Rep. James Oberstar (above) and
USDOT Secretary Rodney Slater

president of the American Short
Line Railroad Association
(ASLRA); and Kenneth Clayton,
deputy administrator for marketing
programs with the Agricultural
Marketing Service of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

CTS director Gerard
McCullough opened the confer-
ence and introduced Commissioner James Denn of the
Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT), who
gave introductory remarks. McCullough also was a presenter
in a panel titled “Future Challenges and Trends,” moderated
by Caroline Gabel from the Office of Rep. Oberstar. Two
other panels were also included—the first on “Success
Stories,” moderated by Gary Tonkin of the Arrowhead
Regional Development Commission, and the other titled
“How Government and Industry Can Strengthen Their
Partnership,” moderated by Alice Saylor of ASLRA.

The nearly 160 attendees represented regional development
organizations, state and local government, shippers, small
railroads, universities, and other organizations. Conference

cosponsors were the American Short Line Railroad Association
and Mn/DOT.

Further coverage is included within this issue of the Report;
in addition, a special four-page conference report will be avail-
able next month.

Senator Carol Flynn Joins CTS
Executive Committee

CTS is pleased to announce
the addition of State Senator
Carol Flynn to its
Executive Committee.

Flynn, a fourth-term
member from Minneapolis, B
was first elected in 1990. As
chair of the Senate’s
Transportation Committee,
she has concentrated on g e B !
transportation funding and Senator Carol F/ynn and Gerard
spearheaded various solu- ~ McCullough
tions to break the logjam between transit and other transporta-
tion interests. She is highly respected for her work in reorganiz-
ing metropolitan government, meeting the state’s long-range
aviation needs, and developing targeted tax policies to strength-
en core cities.

“We are in an era now where we must recognize the social
costs of transportation as well as its benefits to the economy,”
said Gerard McCullough. “Senator Flynn brings new perspec-
tives and important experience to the Executive Committee.”

CTS will announce other new members of the Executive
Committee next month.

University Represented at ITS America

Conference

The University was well represented at the Seventh Annual

Meeting of ITS AMERICA on June 2-5 in Washington, D.C.
Dennis Foderberg served on the conference program com-

mittee and chaired the Advanced Rural Transportation Systems

Committee meeting. Max Vercruyssen served as a founding



member of the Older Driver Subcommittee and was a convenor
for the session “ITS: Improving the Accessibility and Mobility
of Older People.” Other CTS participants included Lowell
Benson, Steve Hay, Eil Kwon, and several students funded

Small Railroads And Economic Development—A Partnership

Oberstar Calls Small Rail Vital for Economic Vitality

secretary four months ago, he set three goals: (1) to make safety

through ITS Institute Program scholarships. The ITS
LABORATORY also shared a display booth with Minnesota
Guidestar. University presenters and panelists were:

Osama Masoud and Nikolaos Papanikolopoulos, Computer
Science, “A Robust Real-Time Multi-Level Model-Based
Pedestrian Tracking System”

Lee Munnich and David Van Hattum, Humphrey Institute,
“Transportation and Information Technologies for Sustainable
Communities”

Munnich, Van Hattum, and Mariia Zimmerman, Humphrey
Institute, “Buying Time: Political and Institutional Issues in
Implementing Congestion Relief Tolls”

Max Vercruyssen, ITS Institute Program, “ITS
Gerontechnology: Mobility and Accessibility in Late Life”
Peter Hancock, Human Factors Research Laboratory, Panel
on “ITS: Improving the Accessibility and Mobility of Older
People”

David Van Hattum, Panel on “The Bridge Between Public
and Project”

Faculty / Staff Presentations and
Activities

Professor Jerry Fruin of Applied Economics presented “The
Relationship of Fuel Consumption and Road Surface Quality”
at the 32nd Annual Canadian Transportation Research Forum,
held in Toronto on May 28.

Dr. Max Vercruyssen of the ITS Institute Program presented
a paper titled “Virtual Environments in Older Driver
Research,” at the TRB’s 3D in Transportation Symposium and
Workshop, held May 18-21 in Minneapolis.

Professor Gary Davis of Civil Engineering (CE) presented
two papers at the ASCE Conference on Traffic Congestion
and Traffic Safety in the 21st Century, held in Chicago on
June 8-11: “Induced-Exposure Method for Identifying High-
Hazard Sites for Older Drivers,” co-authored with David
Adams, CE graduate assistant, and “Probabalistic Rating of
Safety on Residential Streets,” co-authored with Patrick
Corkle, senior engineer with SRF.

On June 5 the Department of Civil Engineering held a retire-
ment dinner for Charles Fairhurst, Theodore W. Bennett
Professor of Mining Engineering and Rock Mechanics, to
honor 40 years of service. Fairhurst was the head of CE when
CTS was founded.

At its June meeting the Council of University Transportation
Centers elected Dennis Foderberg to serve as treasurer.
Lowell Benson, ITS LABORATORY manager, hosted a group of
high school students in June as part of the University’s
“Summer Explorations in Science, Engineering, and
Mathematics” program. The students also visited the
Minnesota Road Research Project (Mn/ROAD) site, hosted by
Professors Steve Crouch and Dave Newcomb of CE.

A major highlight of the conference was a keynote speech by
Representative James Oberstar, who had initiated the event
through a request to CTS. Oberstar said that small railroads,
including the 300 born since rail was deregulated in 1980, are
a sign of the partnering spirit between rail and small commu-
nities. “Short lines can keep small towns vibrant, and not a
historical curiosity,” he said.

Given the importance of small rail-—it moves 90 billion
tons of goods, earning $300 billion in revenues—Oberstar
declared it would be “foolish public policy to ignore
the needs and opportunities of this sector.”
Policymakers need to understand the real needs of
small railroads and determine how government can
help remove any obstacles to their future prosperi-
ty.

So what can government do to help small rail? One
problem that small railroads face is the difficulty in
acquiring long-term financing. Because access to capi-
tal is key, Oberstar suggested that part of the Highway
Trust Fund be made available for short line borrowing;
he cautioned, however, that “based on recent votes,
access will be tough.” He also proposed that State
Infrastructure Banks, as defined in NEXTEA (the
National Economic Crossroads Transportation Efficiency Act),
will be an option to make capital available for investing in mod-
ernization and improving trackage.

The question is, can we do it? Oberstar said he is sometimes
asked in town meetings why there are no investment programs
for small railroads. He speculated that the public is ready for
his proposals, but perhaps special interest groups are
not. “What’s needed,” he asserted, “is political will to restore
small rail, small towns, and rejuvenate America.”

Slater Says NEXTEA Offers Promise for Rail

The other major highlight of the day was a dinner banquet
presentation by U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary
Rodney Slater. He recounted how, upon becoming DOT

the number one priority; (2) to invest in our infrastructure to
ensure that America’s transportation system meets the needs and
desires of the American people in the 21st century; and (3) to use
a common-sense approach to running a department so that it
works better and costs less.

NEXTEA—the president’s $175 billion proposal—addresses
these issues with an 11 percent funding increase over the prior six
years, which is very good in times of budget balancing, Slater
said. Of the $175 billion, “$7.5 billion will be invested in

Jolene Molitoris with Rep. Oberstar, William Loftus, Kenneth Clayton

Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, and the Dakotas.”

He then relayed a few elements of NEXTEA. First, the propos-
al provides $150 million per year for State Infrastructure Banks as
leverage for attracting public and private investment. Since rail
freight projects have difficulty getting financing, he suggested
that short lines would be excellent candidates for these loans.
Second, NEXTEA raises by 30 percent the environmental funds
that would allow investments in rail to reduce highway conges-
tion, and it retains funds to continue to close highway-railroad
grade crossings. Third, NEXTEA will cut red tape to give states
the flexibility to build projects they want, not those that
Washington dictates.

As NEXTEA is debated in Congress, Slater vowed to work

closely with Representative Oberstar as well as with
Republicans on a bipartisan basis. “Transportation should never
be a partisan issue,” Slater concluded, “for we’re building more
than roads and bridges—we’re building a nation.”

[The full text of Slater’s speech is on the World Wide Web at
http:/fwww.dot.gov/affairs/index.htm]

Other National Leaders Discuss Safety, Funding
As one of the opening session speakers, Jolene Molitoris,
administrator of the USDOT’s Federal Railroad Administration,
stressed that safety is the “foundation of everything” and
| praised the short lines’ commitment to safety. She then
reviewed several measures in NEXTEA, including State
Infrastructure Banks and the Transportation Infrastructure
Credit Enhancement Program. She pledged unlimited
. resources to help get these programs to work and to help
' small railroads understand how they can use them.

Also at the opening session, William Loftus, chair of
the ASLRA, gave a brief update on the success of small
railroads since deregulation in 1980. The key point to
understand in their success story, he said, is that the short
lines needed one-time, initial financial assistance from
government—and it worked. Small rail faces a similar sit-
uation today, he said, particularly regarding the invest-
ments needed for heavy axle freight cars, which will be a major
test for the viability of short lines.

The next day’s opening speaker was Kenneth C. Clayton,
deputy administrator for marketing programs with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. Clayton said that the viability of
small rail “is an imperative for efficient marketing of U.S. agri-
cultural products.” He voiced several concerns that the USDA
has for the future of small rail: the impact of continuing mergers
of the larger, “Class I” railroads; abandonment of rail lines,
which would raise marketing costs and dent farm income; and
the difficulty in acquiring capital for necessary improvements.
He reaffirmed that the USDA attaches great importance to small
rail and will continue to be a vocal advocate for rural America.

Calls for Papers

The Center has received the following Calls for Papers. For

further information contact the organizations shown below.

¢ Seventh International Conference on Low-Volume Roads,
May 23-27, 1999, Baton Rouge, La. Sponsor:
Transportation Research Board (TRB). Authors interested in
preparing a paper or poster should submit a written synop-
sis not exceeding two typewritten pages by September 15,
1997. For a brochure contact the TRB at 2101 Constitution
Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C., 20418. (CTS hosted the
Sixth International Conference in 1995.)

» Fifth International Conference on the Bearing Capacity of

Roads and Airfields, July 6-8, 1998, Trondheim, Norway.
Authors should submit abstracts of approximately 250

words by September 15, 1997. For information call +47 73

59 52 54; e-mail bcra98 @sevu.ntnu.no

CTS Spring Quarter Events Close

As part of its spring quarter events series, CTS hosted the fol-

lowing:

* Two faculty seminars: Kevin Dooley and Saif Benjaafar,
Mechanical Engineering, “Nonlinear System Modeling of
Traffic Flow”; Yiyuan Zhao, Aerospace Engineering and
Mechanics, “Characteristics of Electrical Pipeline

Transportation”

* Two student careers presentations: Dan Dorgan, assistant
state bridge engineer, Mn/DOT, and Laura Amundson, pro-
ject manager / senior engineer, Parsons Brinckerhoff,
“Transportation/Traffic Engineering: Career Perspectives
from the Private and Public Sectors”; Bob Sands, Sr., vice
president, Edwards and Kelcey, and Bernie Arseneau,
Mn/DOT, “Structural / Bridge Engineering: Career
Perspectives from the Private and Public Sectors”

In other student news, a listing of transportation-related student
jobs is enclosed.
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Met Council’s TAB Members Tour

University Transitway
Last month Jim Newland,
chair of the Center’s Council
Coordinating Committee and a
member of the Metropolitan
Council’s Transportation
Advisory Board (TAB),
arranged a special tour of the
University’s Transitway for =\ = iy T
representatives of the TAB Ray Jackson, Roger Huss, and
and other organizations. The = Donn Wiski

board, which had been

involved in the creation of the transitway, was interested in the
tour because of current discussion about transforming the
Hiawatha corridor into a transitway.

The tour began at CTS with a project briefing by the
University’s Roger Huss and Ray Jackson. Opened in 1993,
the transitway provides a controlled access busway (and an
alternative route for bicyclists) that connects the Minneapolis
campus with the St. Paul campus. It was funded through
University of Minnesota funds along with a federal grant
administered by Mn/DOT. The transitway—the only such facili-
ty in the metro area—has decreased intercampus travel times by
almost a third while diverting almost 250 bus trips per day off
city streets.

Joining Newland on the tour were TAB chair Donn Wiski
and member Charles Crichton; Met Council staff Nacho Diaz,
Carl Ohrn, Connie Kozlak, Karen Lyons, and Emil Brandt;
Ron Erickson, Fred Tanzer, and Jack Caroon of Mn/DOT;
Suzanne Spitzer of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency;
and Robert Johns of CTS.

Upcoming Transportation and
Related Events

To publicize an event contact Pamela Snopl, senior editor, 612-
624-0841; fax 612-625-6381; e-mail snopl001 @tc.umn.edu. Visit
the CTS Web site— http://www.umn.edw/cts/—for more compre-
hensive event information.

Jul.-Sept.  Basics of Safe Bicycling, various locations. Presented by
the Minnesota Community Bicycle Safety Project in col-
laboration with Mn/DOT and the Department of Public
Safety. Call the info-line at 612-850-7557.

July 27-30  Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) / T2 Center
Annual Conference, Duluth Entertainment Convention
Center. Call Lori Graven, 612-625-9023; Web
http://patriot.net/~Itap/annual . html.

Aug. 24-27

Aug. 27

Sept. 2-6

Sept. 3-4

Sept. 14-18

Sept. 23-25

Oct. 5-8

Oct. 5-8

Oct. 20-21

Oct. 21-24

Oct. 30

Nov. 6

Nov. 22

Rural Advanced Technology and Transportation
Systems International Conference, Big Sky, Mont.
Call 406-994-6114.

“Transportation Issues,” Sheraton Park Place,
Minneapolis. Sponsor: Sensible Land Use Coalition.
Call 612-474-3302.

“Making America Walkable,” National Pedestrian
Conference, Washington, D.C. Call Karen Nozik,
202-463-6622.

Minnesota Transportation Alliance 104th Annual
Meeting, Thunderbird Hotel, Bloomington. Contact
Bev Ringsak, 612-625-6689.

American Public Works Association International
Congress and Exhibition, Minneapolis Convention
Center. Contact Rick Person, 612-266-6122.

1997 Right-of-Way Professionals Conference,
Breezy Point Conference Center. Sponsor: Mn/DOT.
Contact Betty Moore, 612-282-2450.

American Society of Civil Engineers 1997 Annual
Convention & Exposition, “Innovative Civil
Engineering for Sustainable Development,”
Minneapolis Convention Center. Call 800-548-2723.

Council of Logistics Management 1997 Annual
Conference, “Removing the Barriers,” Chicago, Ill.
Contact CLM at 630-574-0985, or see their Web site
at http://www.clml1.org.

23rd Annual Minnesota Public Transit Conference,
Marriott Hotel, Bloomington. Contact Mn/DOT’s
Office of Transit, 612-296-3379.

Fourth World Congress on Intelligent Transport
Systems, Berlin, Germany. Call (49-421) 21 90 73;
e-mail CongressPartner@ T-ONLINE.DE

Annual Alternative Transportation Conference and
Awards Program, Bandana Square Conference
Center, St. Paul. Contact Metro Commuter Services
at 612-349-7433, e-mail

commuter.services @metc.state.mn.us.

“Partners for Roadway Safety Conference”—Third
Annual, Ramada Plaza Hotel, Minnetonka. Contact
Marv Sohlo of Mn/DOT, 612-582-1066; e-mail
marv.sohlo@dot.state.mn.us.

North Central Chapter of the Institute of
Transportation Engineers (NCITE) Annual Meeting,
Discovery Bay Atrium, Minnesota Zoo. Call Steve
Manhard, 612-948-3913.



