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DULUTH--Dr, Robert F. Pierce today was named head of the speech
and dramatics department at the University of Minnesota, Duluth. The
announcement was made by Provost Raymond W. Darland following approval by
the Board of Regents. The appointment becomes effective Jan. 1, 1960,

Dr., Pierce succeeds Dr. Robert H, Haakenson who has accepted
the position of Head of Speakers Bureau Unit, Information Section, Department
of Public Relatioms,Smith Kline and French Iaboratories in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania., Haakenson has served as a speech consultant to the firm on
several occasions in the past and will take over his new post on January lst,.

Dr, Pierce received his B,E. degree in 1942 at Northern Illinois
State Teachers college at DeKalb, Illinois. He earned both his Ph.M. and
Ph.D, degrees at the University of Wisconsin in 1947 and 1953. He served
in the U. S. Navy 1942-1945.

Pierce was supervisor of the speech and hearing clinic at the
University of Wisconsin from 1946 to 1950. He became a lecturer in the UMD
speech department in 1950, was named assistant professor in 1953, associate
professor in 1955 and professor in 1959,

Dr. Pierce has headed the UMD speech and hearing clinic since
1950, a clinic which has become mationally known for its facilities and
work with children,

Pierce is a member of the American Speech and Hearing Association,
the Speech Association of America and was president of Minnesota Speech

and Hearing Association.

- More -



~2- Pierce-Haakenson

Dr. Pierce, a native of Sycamore, Illinois, lives at 5406
Juanita St., is married and the father of a son, Stephen, age 12, and
a daughter, Karen, age 10, He has served as president of the Mental Hygiene
Clinic in Duluth; director of the Duluth Stutterers?! Club; and is a member
of Iakeside Presbyterian church,

Dr, Haakenson came to UMD in 1956 from the University of Missouri,
following teaching assigmments at the State University of Iowa and Temple
University. Haakenson received the B.,A. degree at Augustana college,

Sioux Falls, S. D.; the M.A, and Ph,D. degrees from the State University of
Iowa at Iowa City,
Mrs., Haakenson and their three children will remain in Duluth

until the closing of school in June.
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