Immediate Release UMD News Service
724-8801, Ext. 210
July 12, 1968

Duluth--- Dr. Robert L. Heller, assistant to the provost
at UMD, will be one of five American scientists attending the U.S.-
Japan Cooperative Science Program conference next week,

The sessions Tuesday (July 16) through Thursday at the State
University of New York, Stony Brook, are sponsored by the National Sci-
ence Foundation.

Dr., Heller, former head of the Department of Geology at UMD,
will present a paper on how the U.S. has improved the preparation of
teachers of earth science.

Other papers will be given in chemistry, mathematics, biology
and physics, with comparable presentations by Japanese scientists.

The program, first set up in 1961 by President John F.
Kennedy and Prime Minister Hayato Ikeda, fosters closer collaboration
in scientific investigations between the two nations.

Dr., Heller was director of the national Earth Science Curri-
culum Project which started at UMD in 1963 and which still is operating
at the University of Colorado, Boulder. One of its major products is
the textbook "Investigating the Earth" now being used by U,S. ninth
grade teachers of earth science. Dr. Heller wrote one of the 26 chapters
in the book and was editor of seven other chapters. Films, slides and

other visuals for classroom use now are being prepared at Boulder.
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