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LEADERSHIP LETTER

From the Chancellor

Colleagues,

| hope you had a relaxing three day weekend and were able to acknowledge the contribution of Martin

Luther King, Jr. According to historic accounts on the day before he was assassinated, associates said


https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=2d71ca94d46b8e4d6a4145c5c&id=c57294f471

MLK was tired, weary and feeling ill from his work. He hadn’t intended to give his planned speech in
support of the striking sanitation workers. But according to accounts, he was surprised by an urgent phone
call indicating a large crowd had braved the weather to hear him. So he went to the hall and spoke for
forty minutes, delivering what some say was his greatest speech, “I've Been to the Mountaintop.” The next
day he was murdered, but his speech and impact still inspire people around the world. A link to his

inspirational message can be found here.

What should we name it?

For those of you who were here last year, | encouraged you to vote in the 2021 MNDOT “Name a
Snowplow contest.” Well, after plowing through more than 122,000 votes cast, the following names were
the winners last year. The 2022 Name a Snowplow contest is now open.

https://www.dot.state.mn.us/nameasnowplow/

The winning 2021 names in order of vote totals, and their DOT district homes are:
Plowy McPlowFace — Metro District
Ope, Just Gonna Plow Right Past Ya — District 4
Duck Duck Orange Truck — District 1
Plow Bunyan — District 2
Snowbi Wan Kenobi — District 6
F. Salt Fitzgerald — District 7
Darth Blader — District 3
The Truck Formerly Known As Plow — District 8

COVID and Mask Updates

Many people think getting the Omicron variant of the COVID-19 virus is inevitable. But health officials say
it is not and people shouldn't give up on prevention strategies that can still make a critical difference
particularly in coming weeks. Limiting transmission is more important now than ever, they argue, to protect
vulnerable people and curb the number of workers being sidelined in hospitals, schools and other

essential services.

Studies continually show that masking is very effective in mitigating the spread of COVID-19, including the
latest Omicron variant. As you know, masks are only effective if worn properly to fully “seal” over your
mouth and nose, and even then, some masks are much more effective than others. Studies have shown

the KN95 is more effective than cloth masks and disposable paper masks.

We have procured enough KN95 masks for each employee to get one mask if you choose that type. You
can get a KN95 mask from either Nan Widseth in Student Health Services or from Savala DeVoge; both

offices are in the Sargeant Student Center 145 suite of offices.


https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkivebeentothemountaintop.htm
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/nameasnowplow/

Take the survey

You may have heard or seen bits of information regarding our aspiration to become an Association of
Public and Land Grant University (APLU) Innovation and Economic Prosperity (IEP) designated campus.
This designation is prestigious among land grant institutions and puts us on the path of upgrading our
Carnegie classification to an engaged campus. President Gabel has set a goal of having all five of our
campuses receive this designation by 2025 as it is one of the University of Minnesota’s strategic

initiatives.

Your input is vital as we take this journey. Please take a few minutes to answer the survey by Monday,
January 24..Your answers will help us assess our strengths and weaknesses as well as create a strategy

for achieving both designations.

Be well.

Chancellor Mary

CAMPUS UPDATES

Campus Updates

COVID-19

Steps to enhance the University’s COVID-19 response and contribute responsibly to our communities
have been updated. In alignment with our commitment to public health, last Friday the announcement of a
new, temporary proof of vaccination policy. This policy will be in effect from Wednesday, January 26
through at least Wednesday, February 9 at indoor events on any University campus—both in the Twin
Cities and across the state.

Human Resources
Congratulations to Jason Tangquist for accepting the permanent role of Director of the Office of Registrar.
Jason will also continue to serve as the Title IX Coordinator for students.

Student Health
Blood Donors needed! Register for the upcoming Blood Drive, Monday, February 7, from 8:30 - 1:15,
located in the Wellness Center. Register online: DONORS.VITALANT.ORG Blood Drive Code: UMC

Student Success Center

GRE Study Group

Do you have a student or advisee who is planning to take the GRE? Encourage them to sign up for a GRE
study group led by Kelsey Torgerson. Study sessions will teach students what to expect from the test, how
to find and use GRE resources, and ways to be accountable. Three sections, quantitative reasoning,
verbal reasoning, and analytical writing will be covered. Study sessions are an hour every other week (in
person or Zoom options available), beginning in February. Interested students should fill out this form by
Friday, January 28. Questions, contact Kelsey Torgerson.

Veden Center for Rural Economic Development
Rural Fellows Program, submission deadline Jan. 28.
STEM faculty interested in engaging and advancing rural scholarship on our campus are encouraged to


https://umn.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9pdTK4VuGzJ98ua
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mailto:kwatkins@umn.edu

work with campus leadership, the Veden Center, and colleagues on the Twin Cities campus to advance
new opportunities in program delivery for rural areas. A Veden fellow will coordinate course development
work in the STEM and agriculture fields targeted toward rural Minnesotans. This fellow will serve as a
liaison between the Division Head and the Veden Center as programming emerges. The position is a 3
credit course release that may be applied to overload pay at the rate of $1650 per credit hour for spring,
summer and fall semesters. Interested faculty should submit their CV and letter of interest to Teresa

> EVENTS

Institute for Advanced Study, Transdisciplinary Engagements with Indigenous Thinkers

Learning Community
Vern Northrup, Akinomaage: Teaching from the Earth, January 20 at 3:30. This event is free, open to all,
and will be held via Zoom webinar. Registration is required to receive access to Zoom via email.

Writing Center

Consider contributing your original creative writing, artwork, or photography to the Inspired Art Journal.
This is an opportunity to share your creative writing or artwork with the UMN Crookston community and
get published. The Inspired Art Journal welcomes submissions of original fiction, non-fiction, poetry,
photography, and other visual artwork from any present or past students, faculty, or staff members. Use
the Inspired Art Journal link to upload your submissions, submissions are accepted through January 31.

Agriculture and Natural Resources
North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture (NACTA) car washes

Support the NACTA students as they fundraise for their annual NACTA competition. Contact Melissa
Hammer at hamme734@crk.umn.edu to schedule a time. All vehicles are cleaned indoors in the Kiser
Building, and can be picked up and dropped off for your convenience.

Ag Arama Showmanship Contest, January 29

University Teaching and Outreach Center (UTOC) Charles H. Casey Equine Arena. Students, faculty and
staff now is the time to sign up for training and showmanship! Deadline is January 11 at 3 p.m. Contact
Braden at letou074@crk.umn.edu as soon as possible.

Wellness Center

Join Noon Ball, an open gym with pickup basketball games for all students and faculty/staff each Monday
in January. Students, faculty and staff who are not Wellness Center members can participate in Noon Ball
free. Every Monday and Wednesday at noon.

HIGHLIGHTS

Ag Arama
January 29th join the Ag and Natural Resources department for the 47th annual Ag_Arama. An important

school tradition since 1975, back when UMN Crookston was a two-year institution, the idea of Ag Arama

was to get students to come back to campus for a second semester instead of staying home to work on
their respectable farms. Animal Science instructor and Ag Arama coordinator Terrill Giannonatti-Bradford
says “We often refer to it as ‘homecoming’ for the Agriculture students.” Gionnonatti-Bradford is


http://spae0012@crk.umn.edu/
http://akern@crk.umn.edu/
https://events.crk.umn.edu/
https://umn.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NMtsB4rHQ0qKxSgYTN3-UQ
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accompanied by a committee of students involved in agriculture and natural resources to help plan and
operate Ag Arama weekend.



