immediately so as not to allow the light to enter
the runway. The pocket gopher closes out all
light from the burrows, so he will cover the bait
if the runway is exposed too long. -All the new
mounds should be treated and all mounds leveled.
In a day or two any new mounds should be given
another treatment. Two treatments will usually
kill ali the gophers. -

FIELD MICE CONTROL

Prevent damage by removing all shelter from the
field ; by placing a screen around the tree trunk to
be protected, or by painting the trunk with a repel-
lent wash,

A poison feeding station consists simply of a
square floor, two sides, and a roof slightly larger
than the floor to protect the bait from the weather.

A convenient bait is made by mixing %4 ounce of
pocket gopher poison with 1 quart of dry rolled
oats. This mixture is thoroly stirred and heated in
an oven. While it is still hot, 6 tablespoons of
melted beef fat and paraffin (in the proportion of 3
parts beef fat and one part paraffin) are poured
over the heated oats and poison and the mixture
stirred together, The beef fat and paraffin hold the
poison to the oats and keep the bait from absorbing
moisture. The poison station should be covered
with grass or tree trimmings to shelter the mice. It
will be necessary to keep the station replenished
with bait throughout the year.
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"FIYHE pocket gopher is the most easily controlled

rodent infesting Minnesota farms., Various
poisons and traps on the market have not given
the desired control, owing to the difficulty of set-

ting the traps and depositing the poisons in the -

proper runways.

Poisoning is the only method of control whereby
a great deal can be done in a short time with a
small amount of work and expense. The gophers
on the average farm can be killed in one or two
applications of the poison. )

Poison should be handled with great care. The
poison container should be labeled Poison and
placed out of the reach of children. All utensils
used in mixing the bait should be thoroly cleaned
after using them.

The following poison used on potatoes or car-
rots killed all the gophers in one or two applica-
tions :

1/8 ounce sodium bicarbonate (baking soda)
1/8 ounce powdered strychnia alkaloid
1/80 ounce saccharin

The mixture is a fluffy powder and should be
placed in a salt shaker or a can with a sifter top.
The bait should be cut into slices about ¥4 inch
square. The poison is sifted on the bait and the
pieces turned over in order to apply a little of the
poison to each piece.

Caution: Do not use much of the poison as it
will act as an emetic. All that is necessary is to
have a few crystals of poison on each piece.
Better results are obtained by too light rather than
by too heavy an application.

Necessary Appliances

1. A sharpened broomstick or other stick, three
to four feet long, which may have a wire loop to
aid in making a hole for the poison.

2. An old pump-handle and rod or a piece of
No. 4 or No. 5 wire (14 inch in diameter) and 18
inches long, to locate the main runway.

This wire should be slightly enlarged at the tip.
so there will be no side friction when probing.
This can be done by heating the end of the wire
to a white heat and upsetting it. This should then
be sharpened or the end can be slightly enlarged
by dipping in solder. This should then be sharpened.

Find the main runway of the gopher burrows.
The main runway can easily be found by observ-
ing the shape of the mound and the location of
the plug. The mounds are of two general types,
heart-shaped or straight on one side and curved
on the other. These mounds indicate the direc-
tion in which the soil was thrown out by the
gopher. The main runway is on the straight side
of the mound which shows an indentation. On this
side is the plug. The plug is the last soil the
gopher has pushed out in order to close out the
light. The probing wire should be pushed into
the soil 6 to 18 inches from the mound. The run-
way will vary in depth 3 to 12 inches (average
depth 4 to 6 inches). The hole made by the
probing wire should be enlarged by the sharpened
broomstick, describing a circle. This motion clears
the point and does not disturb the runway. Two
or three pieces of poisoned bait are then drop-
ped into the main runway and the hole closed




