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STUDENT PROFILE

Baking Up Opportunities

I’m a freshman at North Dakota State University.

It’s only three miles from where I live and has a

really good program for people with disabilities.

I want to open my own restaurant and become a

cook. I’ve loved baking and cooking since I was

three years old. I had an Easy Bake oven when I

was little, and my favorite shows are on the

Food Network. I also have my own cupcake

stand and ice cream cart. My business is called

Addie Sunshine and Treats, and I’ve worked lots

of events.

College is going to be different from high school, and that’s what I’m excited

about… I’ve always been passionate. I want to become a better business owner,

and college will help me with that. I want to open the doors for other people with

disabilities and hopefully change the world. If you have that drive to go to college,

then do it. You might love it. Take the chance.
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Read more about Addie Loerzel and other college students with intellectual and

developmental disabilities.

NEWS

New Federal Guidance on VR Supporting Out-of-
State Services

The U.S. Department of Education’s Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA)

has issued new guidance affirming that vocational rehabilitation (VR) agencies

must fund out-of-state services, including postsecondary programs for individuals

with autism or intellectual disabilities, when comparable in-state options are

unavailable. This guidance emphasizes that VR agencies must prioritize the unique

disability and vocational needs of each individual as outlined in their

Individualized Plan for Employment. The RSA specifies that while states may prefer

in-state services, this preference cannot override the need to provide essential out-

of-state services. This directive aims to ensure that individuals with disabilities

have access to the best possible training and employment opportunities, even if

that means pursuing programs outside their home state. Read the Disability Scoop

article.
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Learning from Florida's Expertise in Inclusive
Career and Technical Education

MIHEC director Mary Hauff (pictured in light-colored shirt, front row) recently

visited the Fort Myers Technical College to learn how Florida's career and

technical education (CTE) programs include and support students with intellectual

and developmental  disabilities. She met students while touring with Renato Freitas

(pictured in light gray shirt, far right) from the college and Christian Zimmerman

(extreme left, taking photo) from the Florida Center for Students with Unique

Abilities (FCSUA). The FCSUA leads the nation with CTE-inclusive higher

education offerings and expertise. Collaboration with colleagues nationwide are

hallmarks of inclusive higher education and expanding the Minnesota TA Center

resources.

Technical Assistance Center Advisory Committee

The advisory committee met on June 20 to review the Minnesota Standards for

Inclusive Higher Education and the competitive grant request for proposals (RFP).

The committee includes Minnesotans with intellectual and developmental

disabilities, parents, and other key stakeholders. The committee welcomed two
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new members: John James and Addie Loerzel  (see student profile above). The next

advisory committee meeting is scheduled for September 9.

Inclusive Higher Education Competitive Grant
Awards

The inclusive higher education competitive grant awards will be announced by

mid-September. We look forward to working with the grantees and expanding

inclusive higher education in Minnesota.

Upper Midwest Regional Alliance 

MIHEC is part of the Upper Midwest Regional Alliance, which includes inclusive

higher education initiatives in Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, and

Wyoming. Mary Hauff is co-leading the alliance with Tracey Olson from Minot

State, and Katie Parry is serving on the core planning team. The regional alliance is

part of Think College Inclusive Higher Education Network’s work to develop

Inclusive Postsecondary Education (IPSE) regional alliances nationwide to support

efforts and interests related to inclusive postsecondary education for students with

intellectual and developmental disabilities.
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Hauff Profiled in DETAC Newsletter 

The Administration for Community Living Disability Employment Technical

Assistance Center (DETAC) recently published an inclusive higher education

resource. Mary Hauff was one of six parents interviewed to share their experience

and contribution to the inclusive higher education movement.

EVENTS

Fall 2024 Conferences and Events

Minnesota Inclusive Higher Education Annual Conference

September 25

Humphrey Center

University of Minnesota

Minneapolis, Minnesota

The conference's final preparations are underway. The theme of this conference is

"Harnessing Momentum, Building Capacity, Empowering Lives." The agenda is

available to view the session and presenter information. The registration deadline

is September 18. It will be offered in person and virtually. Attendance is free, but

registration is required. A light breakfast and lunch will be served.
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State of the Art and Student

Leadership Conferences

October 29–30

Chapel Hill, North Carolina

The State of the Art

Conference provides opportunities for colleges, universities, researchers, program

staff, parents, and self-advocates to learn about the current state of research and

practice in inclusive postsecondary/higher education and network with each other.

Conference speakers include faculty and staff from postsecondary education

initiatives, parents, self-advocates, and other experts, sharing effective practices

and leading group discussions.

The Student Leadership Conference is open to all students, especially young adults

transitioning into college and current college students. The focus is on students

with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their peers, including

traditionally enrolled friends, classmates, and mentors. This conference is

committed to centering the voices, wisdom, and experiences of college students

with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
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These two conferences are scheduled in Chapel Hill in late October so visitors can

benefit from both events. On October 28, there will also be a college fair. Visit the

conference website for more information.

Community of Practice Gatherings

MIHEC offers community-of-practice gatherings to unite faculty and staff at

Minnesota colleges and universities. The Community of Practice events will occur

on October 8 and November 12. Please reach out to mihec@umn.edu with topics

ideas.

 

Establishing Internships and Employment

Opportunities

October 8

3:00 – 4:15 pm Central Time

In recognition of National Disability

Employment Awareness Month, the October

Community of Practice topic explores

establishing internships and employment

opportunities for students with intellectual and

developmental disabilities who attend college.

One stated outcome of inclusive higher

education is providing quality employment

opportunities in the student's career area of

interest and leading to competitive integrated

employment after graduation. Amy D'Agati (pictured) from the University of

Maryland will present and share how their job development provides meaningful

employment experience, how peer mentor training prepares mentors for job

coaching, and how they partner with the Maryland Division of Rehabilitation

Services. A student will join D'Agati to co-present. Join the conversation and learn

from their experiences at the University of Maryland. Register for this event.

Inclusive Higher Education Best Practices

November 12

3:00 – 4:15 pm Central Time 
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Join us for an engaging discussion on the latest best practices in inclusive higher

education, informed by insights from the 2024 National Inclusive Higher

Education Conferences, including the State of the Art (SOTA) and Student

Leadership Conference (SLC), held on October 29–30, 2024, in Chapel Hill, North

Carolina. MIHEC members who attended the conference will share key takeaways

and explore how these can be applied to our Minnesota initiatives. This gathering

will highlight conference learnings and serve as an interactive listening session.

We invite you to bring your questions and ideas as we collectively reflect on how

to enhance inclusive higher education practices across the state. Register for this

event.

Learning Community Events

MIHEC will host Learning Community Events on October 15 and November 19,

from 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm. These Zoom webinars are open to everyone, but

registration is requested.

How the Higher Education Pathway to Competitive Integrated Employment can

be Supported by Vocational Rehabilitation (VR)

October 15

6:00 – 7:15 pm Central Time

In recognition of National Disability Employment Awareness Month, the October

Learning Community Event topic is focused on competitive integrated
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employment. Nationally, the employment rate of people with intellectual disability

is around 19%. Higher education is a pathway to employment and a career path of

choice. VR and higher education programs for individuals with intellectual and

developmental disabilities have similar goals: increased preparation for and

increased access to paid employment for people with disabilities. Russ Thelin (left)

from Think College and Allyssa Klein (right) from Minnesota Vocational

Rehabilitation will share what the partnership can look like and how collaborating

to establish statewide practices benefits students, institutions of higher education,

and VR counselors. Register for this event.

Think College Policy Advocacy Training

November 19

6:00 – 7:15 pm Central Time

Liz Weintraub (pictured) and Denise Rozell from the Association of University

Centers on Disabilities (AUCD) will co-present with policy advocates who have

completed the Think College Advocates training. Come and learn about the policy

advocacy skills training available to students and staff of inclusive higher

education programs for students with intellectual disability. Register for this event.

PARTNER EVENTS AND UPDATES
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Conferences

Minnesota Library Association 2024 Conference

Mayo Civic Center

Rochester, Minnesota

October 24–25

MIHEC's Mary Hauff and Katie Parry are co-presenting on "Inclusive Higher

Education for Students with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities." The

Minnesota Library Association serves its members by facilitating educational

opportunities and connecting the library community with various constituencies.

Libraries are a community resource on college campuses and in the community

that can help students with IDD, families, and educators learn about and connect

with inclusive higher education resources. Learn more about the conference.
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Career and Technical Education Summit (CTE Works!)

Crowne Plaza Minneapolis West Hotel

Plymouth, Minnesota

November 19–20

The CTE Summit  is Minnesota's largest conference convening career and

technical education educators, leaders, community partners, workforce, and

business and industry in K-12 and higher education. Practitioners come together to

share impactful strategies to close the equity gaps for career and technical

education learners. MIHEC staff will present at the conference to introduce the

Minnesota Inclusive Higher Education Technical Assistance Center and the

resources available to expand and offer enrollment to students with intellectual

and developmental disabilities. In addition, Drew Andrews and Christian

Zimmerman from the  Florida Center for Students with Unique Abilities are

presenting on CTE/Inclusive Higher Education. They have been at the forefront of

expanding CTE enrollment to include students with intellectual and developmental

disabilities in Florida and nationwide. Both sessions will raise awareness and

support the expansion of college options in Minnesota.

In response to a request from the Administration for Community Living, MIHEC

and the Minnesota Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities (MN DD

Council) are collecting customer satisfaction data. If you or a family member have
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a developmental disability, please complete the survey. The deadline has been

extended from August 30. We appreciate your feedback.

RESOURCES

Defining Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities

Understanding intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) is crucial to

ensuring students with IDD have access to inclusive higher education options in

Minnesota. However, the terminology regarding disabilities in K-12 education,

state laws, federal laws, and social service agencies can vary. With this in mind,

MIHEC staff have created a resource to summarize the different disability

definitions to help bridge the gap between Minnesota K-12 education and

inclusive postsecondary education disability terminology.

In addition, MIHEC has intentionally embraced the definition of IDD to recognize

the co-occurring intellectual and developmental disabilities that should be

factored into whether a student is eligible for an inclusive higher education

offering. The Minnesota Inclusive Higher Education Technical Assistance Center

believes IDD is the most inclusive disability definition for students pursuing

inclusive higher education, consistent with how the Higher Education Opportunity

Act defines intellectual disability. Every student with IDD should have the choice

to pursue a postsecondary education.

This quarterly newsletter was sent by the Minnesota Inclusive Higher Education Technical Assistance (TA)
Center at the Institute on Community Integration, 2025 East River Parkway, Minneapolis, MN, 55414, USA.

The MIHEC TA Center and ICI are located at the University of Minnesota, which is an equal opportunity
educator and employer.
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The Higher Education Omnibus Bill of 2023 funded the development of the

Inclusive Higher Education Technical Assistance (TA) Center. The Minnesota Office

of Higher Education provides the funding through a contract with the University of

Minnesota's Institute on Community Integration to establish and operate the TA
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Center, which aims to create access to self-sustaining postsecondary education

options across the state for students with intellectual and developmental

disabilities to earn postsecondary credentials.

The University of Minnesota stands on Miní Sóta Makhóč he, the rightful

homelands of the Dakhóta Oyáte . ICI recognizes that the U.S. did not uphold its

end of these land treaties. It is the current and continued displacement of the

Dakhóta Oyáte that allows the University to remain today. At ICI, we affirm our

commitment to address systemic racism, ableism and all other inequalities and

forms of oppression to ensure inclusive communities.


