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1 • 

Betwe m Jul;· ri.nd fiep+er.'1 r, 15Y?, the Council of t.n~ orth 

cruie y;en:1a1.entl~.' into 1leir1g. It~· ge"le8is., huvrcver, dn. ed back 

to 'th.~ :·eai· 1522, 111hor! a lieutenant arid ~ecret council were 

of i1js kincdum 11i[;}1t 1e brought into closer relation i o t.i1e 

wu.s 'r'l:..de J.,:-.c uten.:i.n'" G-=-nera.l of .ill +-he lu.nds north of 'Trent . 

I n 1!5~)2 : e \/...,.,' recalle<l, ... wd tHl. Co nc:il car:;c n:,dt.ff cori-+;rol 01· 

wu.s kno :n •• :..-; tne Counc :i.l 01' t1 e .!\.larches. The urea+, nor+:ten1 

insurrec~~ic1n, knom1 tll:5 t..::.e P ilgrinu1::e of-- Gr<J.ce, cro}:e Ol'~- in .... 
1537, di u ·;}1e D, .e of 1Ior1·01 ~ :1i t::t a pro'..' isional 8ounc il ·ms 

: 8~rB of pn=:lininar · trial, t:~u Co';_ncil of c Ho rtn Dec a..'11e 

defir:i t l:r erystalized . 

in l t "O <01.ld be most profitable·, p,trticnl!A.rlJ L1 its relation 

a treatF:e T1. at prnsen t, a.r.d inete3.d rierely tha co posi ';ion of 

the Counci:~ of t'11~ Horth .:.n tre r iic;n of Elizao 0 t!i.. will 1 e 

outlined . 

1. ~apsle:r, Cow1ty P,Ll~till3 of Dtrham , P · 2!>9 . 
2 . i.if5v1e11 •• J ... ,J.at;r e~d, l~q;lish C0n~ti - itio!1 1 H:!....; or.,· , p . t; oq, 
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1. 

THJD COlPOSI'l'IOlf OF THE COUNCIL OJ.' THE HOR1'H . 

'lhe .10r~;l ·P. rn ... 1·t~ oi' ~nftle..nd 1rnrderint; on Scotlund were 

fu.r from Lundon, t -:.e sea· 01 ;,,..e ce.1 ral govenu1ent . The se 

Bu1~d0rs ha{ alwayB lieen restless c.r~d explosive . Consequentl~ , 

"-!i.e establ:.shr10:1 of a co 1 l:1cil in J,!e nor t11 t:r the f'irst ~'udor 

Kin~, Herl ... :· VII , , 111odel ed ufte r i hofie already e .. i;=;t ing, seeme Pt niose of 
v sta"blis11-

..... lX:!rf'ect l~· proy,~r step . 1'.e r. El1za. ..;e th c~r: c tu "Lh e throne 

in lbb8, this counc .ll wau still in existence . Thou[~L i had 

"becon,e pcrnane t, :it does not so'HG to '1 ve been capcible of' 

s'}lf-perpe';uation . Inste;;.1.d it \/,~s renewed vii th ever~- acr.es-

sion not or.ly of the new sovereign tu+, of the new Lord Pres-

:ident, and only once does discontinuance seem tu have re en 
I. 

considered . 

71 '"' y; t Y-JlOSe of O,i.:e ""n Eliza1,et~1 :.:1 c ont:i.r.• i. c + ~e Co1' 1cil 

of .;}eHor";hv·a.s twofold . :Fir;.,·, ~o '<int in u uiet and. 
~. 

d t ,i e or ' ... o ~~e t "" people o1' t ,, llorth goo gover!mer ; 4uu, s c .u, ~ -- ~ _ ~ 

Parts "1 ror the charf;e a.1d toil" 0:1.' goinr- to "Lhe centrn.l 
z, . 

co 1rts . This "bod~' h:id t, ar. both d." inistru.tiYe and jud:.ciul 

functions, ..... id ~c"ted in bot .. cc..p ci"ties . As """coun., it WU.!;$ 

4: 
concclrn .ri th ci\ il cases, vrhi.le its admi n istrat ion of 11ort i -

ern af 'u.i1· · H..i.s closely supervised by he Privy Cou nc il . 

l. Ca.lendar of State Papan;; Dorn.H:;tic Addvnda, ( 11J80-1325) 
pp . ~lO . In:...~·ructions to Huntington, 1582, t tE.: words 
are 14sed "~-ntending to cont:.nue t e Co t ... ncil in the 

licrt: . " Also ccntuin members .s.re in "for } e i.ire 1 cing . ' 
'I ii~. L->ei1" t0 i dic~1.te :t:1n.+ fer sowe reason t te 1ue ~ 
4:houLh c of not c 01. tinuin g it . 

2 . Carrdcn JIBS . Sociel.y--Edgerton Pu.J;~re {>. 210, Ins~n,ctio 8 

to ·;:.; Archbisho_11 of York, 1595 . 
3 . ';al. S+, . Pari rs, Dorn . (1598-1601) l . 2'/o . Ins·.;ructfo_w tu 

J3nrg'. uey, 1~99 . 
• Acts of th~ Privy Comic il ( ' ,Ol-lr,O 1) ~ . SI . 



In th! Instruct ·ons to tl:e J,ord President; CJ.nct c.1i:1ers of 

of i"'r1e Co'rncil of the 4Jori.h, the fir~t Article desip1ates thiu 

od:y. as 11 -:Jt3 President and Co1,~1cil of the North 1'or i.hE: fLirth\3 -
t• /. 

nee of jJJ.Btice in ~;ho~;e _I,arts . This full title :i.s rarel:r use 

even in cor1r:ur:.ications from t.ne PriY., Co i:cil . Ins tead it is 

fo'.rnd vu.riously reforred to a.s "'-.1a Pr2siden+, and Co· nr:i.l at 'l' it le u:r 
2,. 3 

York," "lLr rr:ajef3ty ' s Council of t~10 lior-1.h Parts, " ·nd 11 Tl te 
14. 

:President t'f "'1 ,, l:orth P<.i.rts and t, e Co .nc il . '' :IE:ost fre l'tentl 
s 

" tt j_~ is the '·.: ~ Preu icler:. a .• d Co'.. ncil of the Horth. It is 

rare1~· .... _'; i,J:i~ Council i:..; addressed a.f3 , tody ..i.1,4rt fror1 the 
b. 'uh able. 

Prasi dent . In f.~ct , tl:e memuers co1:sid~red ~·terr.scl\ es ,, ' o do 
7. 

-:...usineH~ 1:.-~11ou.t u. president or sere depu y in h: s s-l:;ead . 

ITI 
Yo.·1:, ll'or-t, n}~rland, Cw~b ~rla.t d , West~o1·eland, ,nu the· 

Bhihopric of D .r J.d • .r•, v1· ;e ir:cl'..lcted in the jurisdiction oi· the 

C01mc il of the North . 'J:'he wen~ ofte!1 _:r.o ·m ..... s t1.e North 

D, .. ,...1 f"'"1'n"! . """', u.i... the count:,· palatine , vi rtt.. a:!.l~f 

a sepl!lra.t e 
ce< sed ~:o exist .::1.f:: " , "~ t ,· e"l :1 .:H:ed · 1uer con "'::rol c~· +.:·is 

~-Council . '.'he i'0t1!'1b of' Hcwcustle-on-t le-Tyne , Ben1ick-on-t11e-
q_ 

Tw8cd , Kings ton - ori--t;: e - Hull, <~ls o c - e under the northern 

juri13dictic1 • Not urtil 1 00 cid the "town of B nrick clc.1.i"". 

exemption from t!Je jurisdiction of tl.e Council by reason of 

i s privilege il. a. garrison to>lll · \T.nen the c ae ,1c;,s exar.1ined, 

the highes·; authority of ti.1e realm cteclared it to be within 

1 . Itrn rucJ;i rins to I-I nt . , lb? --C ..:1.l . St . P.oA. ers Dom . Ad. 

1 56t; -15?9, ] p . ., l 2-1- t) . 

2 . Acts o:f' i.h Pr iv~ Co mcil , l.J >0-15, 1 , _J • 362 • 
.:., . I bid . l!> ~ l-lb32, l· --'>.39 
~ . I11j.d . l!i m -15 i9 , 1) . 89 . 
5 . Ibid, 1!391-1!..>92 , p . 527 . 
5 . I nid .15~10-l!J~n, • 9 
? . H1si:orical J'SS. Co:rm.isbil11 , S li bury .ffiS Vol. V •• b05. 

JJa1 sley , 1.~01' • Pl..l.l""tine 01· ... urham , !J • 2c2 
9 . Aets of i ~ Pei y ~ouncil, 1075-11 76 , P • J02 . 

' e Boa.:, • 

Jv.t"iLJclic­
~ion 



l . 

tLe j:.i.risd:.cti1n o:f t.ne Council .Lt onl,) ·b:' virtue of the Com-

Hi~rnion a:r1cL ir..s~ructionB , but also becC:1.use it hc.1.d been 8;o in 
/ . 

practjce s~nce the erection of th~ court . 

The· Cor..i .• i:ot;iona and Instn,.ctions rnre given to eac:~ I,ord 

P esident <~s he cf .e into office . T1. J cld'ine not onl:,r h:i.s du-

ties , lii:.t the d11ties of those connecJ.ed wi tl::. him . he Co ·imi s -

sioPs, th01.gh of a cener::lnature , set+;led th.~ +;,rcitoria.l jlri -
1. 

3. 

dictim as well d.S the powers 01 tne President and Council . Co 111issione 
and Ins" .. ruc-

The Ins truc:t im s usu :l~r con t~ined fort;>' to forty- five c...rticles 
1.· 

and explair.ed and de1'ined the powers o1 tle eouncil in detail. 

Farrunts oJ' he f<:::es i-<:1.id 1J:T the Queen to t•1e Co1 ncil of the 

North are also in existence , and i :t is from these ""nd from the 

Irn;tructions that it ii:. po:.;s:i..ble to construct the r:1ost of our 

knowledge c11' the composi tio:1 of the Co'l.A.ncil of the !forth. 

In tho eu.rl·r ya.rt of ]1liza1,ath ' s reign , the members of her 

Northtffn Council ~em.: tc1 have h ur.ibored 2<J including th1.- P reai ­
lf. 

de t . Dur:.ng the latter period of her rei1_:m , the nurn1)er ap1ieur 

l'lo~t 1aria1 le . A lis .. rif 28 mer.r' ers in tie Council of ihe Fort 
!,,"". 6. 

ms Men io.1ecl i;l 1 598 . T"1e Cot.:.ncillorf> ', eld office for life , o 
7. 

at any rate un ti 1 disab e d i'or service . 1' e v ... r.a.. ci . s were not 

u"uall~" f i:.1 ,d ilLil1edi~tely , but were r·ene 1ed 1i 1 h i lLe ::;ending 

of a new Cowr. i:rn i on . Once there vere d.S many s 15 unfilled 
~. 

places i1 1.l.e Com1c1l . '1'.he re:.mlt \'l~" a r::a:i liJ.i t from ha.t 

1 . Records of the Priv" Council , lrOl-160~, , . 0 . 
2 . To J,orct Bi:.rs11.ly , Presiaent ir 1 599 , Bever. dij:f'eren;; Comnis -

• sia.s •e1·e ~e .. t , only one be:..nc for Ue Cornei l of the 
• or J: . • '.i.'his '""rt;icular Co. ibsion 1 - s not been found in 

}. ;::i l tirety , "l~.o gh it i JJOo' ible to c 1.., r ct ..... dt .. yili-
cu'tE: from ie exi~"'cing i structio . C 1. S 4 • P~i.pert> , 
Don. Ad . 159 - lG Ol !' . 2? 2 . 

3 . Tnbtr.ic· ;. t) 1 · dt . , l L'/4, r;i ven in full. • 
. I bid - -( 29 ); 1 /0- ( ::..<.> ); Ii.ti~ructions to Hunt . 15b2--( .., 0), 

Buv ~J o ..;Ot ~1<.ks u. Secretcl.r y nevur JJrese1.t , \/.lO actvd 
•hrongh adeputy alsu r1entio!.cd . 

:..> . Cal . St . P<:.qers , Dorr; . 1098-lt)Ol • 2'/ .'.>. 1 5VU . 

t ions . 

lhnl 8r in 
the Council 

,_, . "'here i:, n o entio!!e 'f 1'i.lling tbe pln.ces until ae th , 
Bj_ckr1e::;, o:r f;reat ave re!.'loved '1 e Cou.ncillor 

7 • Iu1d . J~om · Ad . 13\')c-ltJ'/9 , • 426 . Tiillian.d '.;:1 ... 1' u. -d 1,rn.s dru}J e d 
1)eCL1. me '1--e \ms not u.Ll, to -L~i. md for hi~ £,reut ge ( oi.1Jr ) 



C,il • . s~c~te Pap~r~, Dom. lf>98-lGOl, p . 
r, . I:~ .:.1, 1'*1tl54, :15:,g 

• 

. ) 

2'13, lb~9. 



liody to th i queu " > 1 the ill e .. 1'ects likuly to enuue 1J:' decay 
I . 

in nuri:uers uf the Council ." 

'.T'lle Cc·unc il 01· the north h::::.d recocni~ed u!'f1ccfs within its 
" 

body , 1::1esic.es Many officials connec•ed v1it'h it v1hose names were 

not mu.:11) 0 red cur:ong the Councill ors . "':ie regul~r off ice rs vre re, 

t ,e PresidE·nt , Vice-President a.nd Secretary . O.._, er positions 

held throu~;h relation to the Council 1rere those ol' Q,ueen 1 s 

A'.+orney, fl crge;:.i.nt at A.n1s, Me::;scn[;er , Examiner , r:lcr of At -

tac:'::1ment.s , cvLd S e v'=l.ra 01' t!:e Hovsehold . E~.c:_ of thebe office s 

served a p•i.:cticulur function . 

B~r :f vi" t!te n.ost ini:port d.llt n. m er o: tx· CUU!.tCil of the 

North M~ ·.;he J,ord P resident . To h"u 1 ere addres~ud the Core.-

,is ic,11 anc. Instructions for the Counc:i. 1 of t• e lfortl'i , an<1 ! os 
1. 

of tn.e cc11111unications 01' the P ri y Council . Sei,en .... el. neld 

tLis office durinf; the forty- five years 01· .l!;liza·b :t~ ' B reign. 

1"anne rs , J!Jc..rl of Rutland , 1 1 u ~~ ; Thor>rn.s Yolli1f; , Archl1isL.op of 
~­

York , l!;o0 .. o5 ; Thorms R'1tcliffe , E rl of Su sex , l:J65 - '/2 ; 
~ 

Henry ff st:J1gs , Earl of H~intington , 1572- 95 ; 1 CA.~ ..,\1 t.fut on , 

Archbishop 01· York , 1595- 99 , and Cer.il, L rd Burg2ll , 1599-l tiO • 

The .g.rl ol Hunt3ng•on held of1'<?.ce for he 1011ges period. 

J-e va.s cip 1 ointed jn 1 5?2 , and contined c cc• unt.:.. hi.::.c th 

) 
in l t>9 . • · J>y d.n ex< inaticn 01· t .:.a list, 1·· c 1 ~ o served 

'-.:. 

O:r:: ice rs 
ol' t 1e 
Cm•.ucil . 

Presicent . 

1. Cal. St . P. e ru , Dom . 1598- luOl, I • 1 54 , 159 • 
2 . T 10.,e fc r J,ord B.trghl. re in exi btence , e .ve en j on d . 
3 • '1.i s d .• • .e j ' not c er i · 
.:.i: . ConLt.r .lc:ted fron t!.e Acts of tl e Pri 1 • "'ot nc il . 
:J . Hi tm·ical 'SS Co . • S, li .ur 'SS , Vol . V. ,, 1 50:') , D c .l..,95 . 



t 1.:1.t t.c e of 'ice of Lord Prcs~nent wau hel 
0 

runk . neces ·::i.ri ly 1' ollo rnd, for hib 

hL .. to tak(! 

1,0:.;i ~- ic re y_uircd 
/\ /. 

precedence in the north over ec.rls , loras and baron • 

T .rice t11e )HJS i tio n vrn.s held by arcllbishopt.; .... , , t '1ot..f;h ~o::..e -
1. 

ti""S s < ddres~ d b' the title of Lord Pre E)dG t, 'the Q,ue en seems 
3 

to have cons id !red this hot or t n_pora.ry onl~, . Tl e i;mrnr of 

a:p:r-oint11er1•; rested 1ith the que,.m; 1mt _,r.dOA.• t.;dl., she /c.;.S 
'I. 

ofte n infl1·enced to favor p:.ll"'tiet~lar n.~1i. .-. 
~he Pre;b dent received 1000 Poui.ds for his t!::q.ense :s, \Thi ch 

i~1cludod net only 1hose of h~.1.B' lf a.rn. family , -:..v.l u.lso those 
(,, 

of t·'~ !oui.cil in daily at-:.endance ." '.:.'"te sittmm~ ;..nd d.ie,., of 
1. 

tl•e C'v•AncL. vrere h eld at his residence, e:.i..nd he \fas respom;i11 le 

for hJI: t.1 routti otlt th13 yea.r. I!1 Yorb., nre the ~~anor uf St. 
¥. q 

l'aryb -.!.lld ·"he Castle f Sl1\,ri1 I' Hu~ton ~ere :mt a ide for t:1e 

Pres id en t ' 1, u~e . He re:J erv ea o i ~ roo! 1 for the ,Ol i e; i 1 Chaml>ef' 
/0 

"O!feth~ r.01.i1c il of t.he North. 

'l'h. of! ice 01· Presi uer t c r i d with t reat digr.i ty .-...nd 

po re rs 'both nu1 erous ~nd varied . Our fi.rst en iuir then IJ<:i.Y 

vell "'e , \'.1ut laH th; rel tion of the President t,. "-n o · cil 

t:1e ca.rr 1n f, o l of t. e luslr e b 01· t11e .co rt . He culled to ,_ 

getner ~nu C1.d,_" ourncd the ses;.>io. s , and o decree p~sse tit 

". :!: is consen~. . Ho document cm l e s e cl.le d · / :_ t hu 1 .. t hi. s l e i 

.L • Iimi. . I1 strct . L.!:'·.t , Att . ':t • 

3 , C.""lden Boe. MSS, Bdgertun P · era, p . ..... 1 0. 
2, . Acts of the Privy r,oundl, 1 558- lb O, y . 24'7. AtJ.L . 1 56b ; 

·1~s . ~f'S. Com . Salis.tr_ SS., ol IX. p . 31'7 , lt.>99. ; 
~ ·~ · S • Pa crs , 1598-1~01, p . 2 2 . 

4 . On o e < CLL • ..,ion u. lord pe ioned fo · tILe :pl ce; ".ilt. 1- .e 
c ce t;;h" still occuni d. 15~9 . I -t v1~ s ~u.id 1.l~ .... t Sec ' 
ec ·. ot the .i}J ointm 'nt o.i.. Presid nt of York f hi 

broth r, J,ord. Burghly . C .. 1 • St . P.;.1.pt! s, 1 J-lJ~17 , }1 . 1'0. 
J . '-'Jar , o Receivers, 1 508-1!:>72-1595 . b . Ibid. 

1 • In8. n,c1;, to Hu.nt . l b'l 1.t , Art. XI. 
8'. Hist . ~J S. Con. f~l isbur 1 SS . Vol. ·vr, 11 . 11'7 , 1590; ':..he 

''<~ict;i ·~ Ab .. e) 01 S-t; . 1::.1·. s m: +.h 1eadquar:.ers of 
•:.; Cour.c il of t North . · Hc1. .... ne , ,[h,toric 11 0•,""rn - Yo k , 
I, • l HO 

l • 

fJ • 

( 0\ tff ) 



£:'-~l =-t, ,~ ... 1"" .1•ss • • vuJ_ . v·r. 1>· 93 . 
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t , :• 

- -~---

j 

and he pre .. empted t te rigl"t r;f L~a -::ing ·public Co.unc il 
/. 

tf1· al.r a . 

He he d autJtdrity over ti18 mtn1ber of' t.le Council , a.id c uld fi 

not only he t irn of their at endui,ice , but aJ.Ho the nm her to 
2. 

be present . His licen~>e vr..iB ne ce:.:: ... ~ ry 1 or ahwnce fron the 

Council, i:l o, ~1 he covld not pro long ~rnc'l-:! ~ rrnission Re.,rond a 
l. 

fixed period . He hci.d the povrer cf tlegative voice in th, proce d ­
'I . 

:'ngs of c1u.t bod:;., J.nd \t:ith other duties wa~> the sworn Master 
!,-. • 

of Chctncery . r~iH ap1,0 1nting d.ld nominating O\Ter was large . 

He sui:.~.est.t:d nen for tne Council of tn~ Horth, ~·or the Arch -

'· ~ bishopric of Yor:A. , for the Cl t-rk of A1 L ... c~unents, t.J a.prointed 
f ~ 10 

the Vice - P1·esident, Examiner , l'c: rbha.1"', Steward of the House-
//, / 2 . 

ho..Ld ti.Id. A~.torneya ana Proctors for t."1.e poor . Not only in the e 

siz cii'ic ins•,1::1.nces, but on num crous commissions c.1.nd on malzy 

special dv:ies, ~he J,cr d PrE:sident :!-1.ld the privilece of' Ai; .o1n -

1 any coiu.i ·i:;ions ~~~1d warrants wen:: a.irccted to the Jresiden 

o~· the JT01··,h Part . By uuP:mission he was r1ade Liet,tenaalb of 
11 

Yorkshire . He took h pre cadence of tre Judges in Ou er and ':'er-

miner and Uaol deliyery, he was firRt in '.1e CoM!'li ~io1 of Pea e 

for the Ricli uf York::>Lire, aPd \7as also C"1ief ,01mildsioner -for Eorder cause • J3y vmrr.;:.n , ga.r.:e right·· in the q,uc~ ' s for 

• - .. ·1e i11' r r.c1 e "s gi en +re ke Ji of 81 erifi' es, were a ..... u. u • .. , .... 1 • - _ 

11{. 
Hut ton C:astle . He was ill cons t nt c or .. u ic ti on ii h he Pr iv 

l "L "lTei .h 2· th~ court c n bt: f'u 1 , ad ·ourn, 0r ctlJ. oint sitting 
wi tho t. the Presidt:nt, V.1.ce - Pre.., ct.ent, or s. cc· al Cu -
lJifrn:.iner1'ro1 .. e Q.ueu . SJ.li~H.\r JSSVol . v . p . 505, 
1595, Dt:c . 31 t . - -

12 · rt.,1a , 1)(.C • 22d • 
=J.• i:11L · i0 l:te • '!., O r,x. l"'o • lo 'I 1:, At t • '{ • 
J. · ':10\11 ci.h .,he iti it uf Aavert e ent , S""lisi..,ur .ss, Vo:v . ). o8 . 
l· In~tr1c . ot Httr.t . 1 '/•J-. , Art . V • 
l • ! id , Ai ·t . IV • . 
lf· " ':i''ie P n sia.ents vli...LS to b.!1ve ner;a't1ve vouce in all counsel 

1u.t . .t. wc:is not tu tu :e place except one ul the council 
u.pJ o inted ··;o da.j ly at tt> nd($ 1C e ,' o t 10. not ppoin -cea 0 d'--1ly 

at1er1da.nee !.i.rt:: 01 1 .e Gunc 01j1n1on . I 1ia , A · II .. 

(). 

S". I i , A1·t • VI. 
; . Su.li~dJlll7 .ms . , Vol · v. l , l ~ 'i · (over 



-r. :re. r:n.1. fi· ; . Papen3 , 1!)99, P · :--,33 . 
& rl. SaJ.j ::;011ry 1'88, Vol. IX. :p ., 398 . 
q. it. Inst nwt . to Ht ... r1 t . Art. XY.X , 

1' .r-r. Ccl.l. S·; . Pu1Jer8, ])om. 15(>L-1579, 1) . 69. 1 5G9. 
¥·~' Stn)c. to lhnt. , Art . l?. 
1~ • .i.-. Ib ici , Jtrf. • 1 I. 
1r.; ::--. Lieu-t: ... :ac~· vrs ric,t inherent iri 1:,e office , at leaqt , i1 .. 

t .~ tlrtrl·r ]Ju.rt of' Jniz J~:h ' s reign, Lccuu..,e i '; 1u. Jld 
b." o+h·~r n€!n ~lt.n t~ie Preside?1i. C!.i.l. S · • P ... 1iera , Dom. Ad. 

· 1 5.4?··lf565 , p. fi?O . But u.ftcr S•.,urnex HU8 11robabl •:oinci-
d~nt . Gmrne:;., F'.i1.1!'lt;..,on , and ~urgl;ly held ~-;is.of'j:ice . 

I~ r-. Com!'tis:·lions anci 1 ·arr nt :!'o.r tr e Presi fl. t of .. ie Borth 1 15~14, 
Ce1.l . S. Pa ,t.?rs, 1598-l'Ol, µ . 2?2 



J. 
Council . Al. 1ost ct ~i· • ...i.ct of impcr7J. 1ce was advised b~r tLc 

centru.l bocl~ , al ven the a .• ""llor cl~t .. il ::l c,f aar.i11iE• ration ir 

t!1c 1Jorti1 . In srite 01' the :.rnportance attached to this office , 

the acce1)tnnce of it did not invol e pe rpJ tu.al residence Ji thi1 
l. 

its jurisd:'...cti.ion. 

'l'}le Vie.:-P1·esieiun-:.; was ~poin-r;ed by the Presia..ent , u.nd took 

nis place :.n sic:k!1ess or absence; hi:;,; 11owers re re icten1,ical 
3. 

'7 • 

those of ~le President , and rie ~;as to l·eceive the su.' e obedienc • V ... ce -
"Pr isi eut . 

K if::).tb i3CElI!' -r;o :1a. e leer most fre(1uently favored vit 1 this 

L{. 
office , a.l ·;hough th1Jn:; .:;1.re instances of men 'Of .hif~ er rank 

ta'cing the position , a~1d in one case it vr...t.s filled b:,r Doc to 

i:,-. 

of Chil Li11tl· 

Al ~ 110HG'l the office of Vic 0-Pr 1sictent was ir1port rt , t 11e 

Secretar:r s}iip of the Counc i3: of the North l.:;;.ts e:... r 0re responui -
" . 

ble posi ion . It was not p· rticul rl lucra~ ... e, ut the f4ct 
7. 

that he whc• filled it m. st attend ~a.ch ses~i m , 10-:: o .. l 1u 
~-

the ke • d.1 ; of reco rdb , nut 01- tn; ~ransa.et' on 01' 'bt s::..n e< t. , 

gave it in: or1.unce . Five l en h la. the office ctur i11{; the 1'!liza. 

b,:.1cl.Il er:.0d : Mf. U\ecrn.le , 1 • EJ .i.s, ~·1 . Geo . Blythe, lr. 
'L 

l!enry t eei-t: , ...i. .. d ~ r . Hooert Be le . ~'nt: e; ac 1 n. ~ of .e ch 
/O • 

-r;em ::i.t. no~. know:i , bt.t E·rms held it L. 1 5t8 and 15a4, 11.t_e 
//, / 2. 

in l b O, ...u-d .hee!~e· in 1 ,~5 to lbd?; <;.1.lO. B~::i.l~ , f:·om l~ )~ to 

n ~ 
15':-J9 . 1{0rnver , it wa.s a. lif e vsitio , In one i ..... 1.-<....ce it ·· 

1 . Acts of ~he Privy Courc 1. 
2 · I.Jo -d Su1rnex a.tie ded t.1- Pr i y Counci 1 at London re · u.rl., , 

lhilE. old · ng tie o:r:- i ce of PretJident of the! crlli. • Ac ts 
of ,_h1; Priv:t Counc~l l.5?0- ro Preface, P• 2? . Al o J,ord 
Durg~1l,/ outu.ined 1 ave • o sta:, in J,ondo. all v:intc.; • 
Sal:w1m v ! , S? Vol .X. , .i: • B • 

.... Inst~uc1; . to Iunt . 1 57 .. , Art . ;.-;o . 
l. . .. UC'C' "' C' li' l' '-C' f" p 1. IX 0 41 .... . .L:J ... . .lJti.> • •...,or:i. L ) d. , .. ry u.:>, vO • ". P • I;, • 

~ .Dr . Rok£.'by he- the 1'0 i {j on of Tice-Pre ictent . Cal. C"t . 
'Pwpe~· , Dorn . Ad . 1~47-15t-b, P • 195 . rrom o.r1 "· 

~IC l-::itOV/ he \'l ti D1cto1· 01 f'!i il I.at. Cal •. e P.:i. 
Ad. , L . '7-'15?9 , P; 428 . . 

6 . ~uai 3) pcundfi , ") :.; h •l . 8 d . c. the :!.ixe b lary , 
''a · 1· •• nts of 1 5G8 , '/2 , ? u.~ 95 . 

'f . H iuirec. of no ct wr but the p·esic. n t . 
"as (Jn u-r' i; Adf" i!'l t:re court, C ~ •• ;+ • P""pe. ir 9, 

n . ?O • 

o ve t') 



1 

10'. 

9 •. Held. ~ h~~!-3 ofl :'...c .. o:r Cte}n1.ty. Hi.1.lph ,Ho.r:e1;y ~r~tb depu~J u it il 
159t); t.1Bn J ohn J.'e,rne cu.r'l~. ~.,, o~U ice . 

C< J.. S·; . P.l.J;t~l's , ).!){Jo-lb'/9, 1J• (il ; alfio Lw:n.ct. o+, 1f..utt ., 
11. 
12. 
l~--: '· 

1 . 

7"' , · ~\rt . V. · · · 
Ar. ts oJ' the Privy Courw il, lfAl0-1. l, 1 • ~ ·..L. . 

C .. ~l. S •, • Pci.Jier·s. ' ';Act ~ orP. c . 'li"' l> -' &- 1 P 1e:. 1 
C~t'l . · s 1 .. P~~1-e.r· , Don. . Au., 1~1 )0-..i. ""·»). ...,, c 1, 

S tat~ P'...!.1Jcr:.f, Dom . 15~ -lGOl, ,P· l· 'l · 
I ri no <:d.'~ c 11~.bi i. l'il.lecl till' the c.J.ecl.t~1 uf t w forn. ~ Sec': . . . 

... , ... 



/, 
'Td.1'cd b.J ;atci,t , but ·.rh.;tller it vmu al:.;L,Y'S ::so L,iven cc.i.n onl 

T11e Secret .... l" 011 cordng into office ·1u.~ swor11 ill a.s on...: of 

the Council of the Nor-1-,h , a.nd t!~en f;hen the insicnia of of:fic 
z. 

\lhich was tn~e siGnet of th0 C1.,,l,nc il . 1'hi f.3 ueu.l ro J.l.9- not 1rn 
3. 

affixed to documents wi thoui. otre r a thor.'..zc:tion . \" ien he \TU,5 

forced to 1Je a.r::>eLt , _1e delivered :..t :into ::_e ke epinr; of the 

Lord Pn nicLent ; he .Ke1Jt th:! t~Curd ... of evt;ry sii.i,jng of the 

Council; c11tered all the decrees pa~sed, a.no. at the end o:f ea.er 
If. 

week tho rn..r:es of tho C0unciL0n1 preBent . ':'he CourtJ.t>8io11s 

and Instruetim s given to each r .. ord Pre sident un .1is entra~ ce 
!.-. 

office wen. also dt!lJOsited \ i tn the S-:icret.arv • J3esi es ueing 
b. 

of the onhnary Council, ri.e v.rci.S u. ::>Hurn 11: tster of Chancery . H 
1. 

ulso gra11tf!U cer:tain i;1ri ts . Occuiono.lly .he st. )L LJ to have 1 een 
i'". 

sent oll s1,E·cia.l missillLS or t.nt: P rebident . 0 .ce ne he i::, 

found in secret corx.1t,r:ic;G1.tio11 wi ti1 Sir . Rouert C.a c~l of he 
q, 

P1·h .. 1 Cuu.nc· · 1 . 
. 

:8t.H:iidt·s ",hei.;c princi1ial officers t!:e re ~rn1·e other oi·r· cia s 

connt3cte<l u:'...th th. Co.~dcil of the lJort.h . The:;;;l! huv~ i.e e 1 LJ}JOk n 

of bet'on~ . 
lb. 

TJ:1e Q,uenn ' s At1.orn~.· }l osecuted in bt: l .a.lf of the Q,i,et!!l 1rnfo e 

the Cot nci:1. of tre Ho -th . n~ 1 aa. 1he f:lole o. er of exJ~ibiti!!g 
I/. Jl. 

bills for her ru::i.jes-4:.y . He le-_ried fire , - e1Jt r..c:coun s of hem 

1 . To Bea.hi and Rc,keby, Cal . S t . Pa ... "!rs, Dom . Ad.1580-162~) , 
P • 3 78 . 

2 . Cd.l o S't . P'--perb , DOiu 1 595-1501 , p, 93 , 
3 . Instruci; . to ·rt~r:t . '74 , Art . v. 
'·!. C~.l · S t . Papers , Doi· . l[J tJ -1579 , 11 . t..<: - o5 . 
5 . Ccl.I11tten . Soc . l'SS . Edg~rton P8.per:.., I,• ~10. 
6 . Ins ... ruc . t.o lhnt . Art . G. 
? . V'r it Su1·ercedeu.s, C iJ . Si . P ..... en; . 1 59H-i60l , 1i . >~ · 
8 . S t . P.:.q,('ts , lb~.1d-ltOO })• .J Ob . 
9 . Sali~A~ llS S. Vol. i~, P • 1 53 
10 . .. ra::_es n A~,or._e:;:s , _, c..rtin Bick&t , 10'/4; ':.' on1..!.!. , 1 5"0 ; 

Wu . !'-...~ 1 ff, lb97; Cvthcert Peprie.c, 1 598 · 
11 . St . 1\.i.J" • s . l!)fi< -15 r19 , r . A - G5 
12 . I~ri:;t r 1H:t . to .I:.ut . Ar , • ..,.[), l [ 74 . 

a. 

Sec re tar 



/ . 
.::i.nd p.l.id. ~Lc::..11 twj_ce a year, pres: .. rn1al 1y in~ o the "Q;ueen's treaaur: . 

The tru.vel:.ng e,1Jenses for 1cn.l1ers o1 the CrJ111cil, allO. ::>a .. e-
2 . 

1: i.r::e s other c."1.Ll.rges 1ifere )U.id out ( f t~~e fines 

This yosi~~-on , t1 oueh it OCCti~it,nall. invohed tn:i.vt::l into the 
1. q. 

far no rt.h c1f Engla•1cl , vrns evmdently Cl. favored one . 1)os.:3ibl;r 
~~ 

be cu.use of t:r.e fixed sula.ry of 36 pow1cl, 13 1.ih · and 4C1. 

'T'he l'n~f:li unt V1itl1 the p 0 rmisf:non of th~ Sheriff of York­

". 
shire, ... w \!e ha.ve seen , a_l..}1ocimted tle · Cler·k of Attacnmer.ts , u11 

official o~~ten known c..s the Clerk of the Court . 
7. 

haV:e kept ·.;he re co rd of cases ·before t.'le Council ,.. 

He Set..;L!S to 
s. 

of' the lT or th . 
'I. 

An order j_1~ the proceedings of the Cut..."ncil in 15u8 declares 

thu.t three days lic;fon~ the beginning of each session t'1.is of-

9. 

The 
Q,11e rm ' s 

A.., i-orney . 

fj_cer is t.< deliver +.o i.lle Lord President f01.ff bookts ) one con- 'ilerk of 
t'11~ Court . 

taining +.1:.1~ naries of any against whom any ati u.chment \las award 

ed with th ·~ cause ; c;ne of all matters at. issue in the court, 

vri-h t~1e m.r .. es and addresses of the parties; ar1otl-1er Hit.h :r.mt-

ter5 arlBWE'l'a°t:lle, and not · t issue j r nd t_v1e fourth Of pj_lls t O 

be answer~c at th t si~ting . 
/ /) . 

'l'he PHruivant, or r11e~rne11ger , " s a r,!r;,l · ... r at+,~nd .. 1.nt upon 
~ //_ 

tne Council, ootairnng a f'i:>,••d fee irorr.i the Q,ue .er. of G pouhds , 

13 s .. . J.l cl 4d . Hiu duties s ,~111 t > lQ.Ve been , ihe deliverinE; ot' 
Jl. . 

ora.ers of ihe Cot,ncil, u.r,d the bringingof r1en to l!OU t . 

,..,he 8E:rt;eant-<...t-An1s \i<J. 1ir'O aLJly r gul~rly connect d wit 1· 

1 . r:·struct . to !Int . 1574, Ar~ . 35 . 

2 . C~l. S • Pa e r::s, 15,rn-15'79, p, u4- · 5 
3 . s listu1·y <ss ., Vol.VII, p . 506 . 
1.._ , Ihid , Vol. X., P • 618 
~ . In:-;+ncJ;, t,o 1{,.ut . 1 '14 , Art . 36 . 
6. Sali 1iw·:v MSS , Vol . IX., P• ~98 
? . "!al St . Pu1t;rs, Do.:i . 1506-15'/9, P • u6 

• The r.01.iicil oft 1e llorth had the ftmctiomi Jf ll court , and 
was sorre tines so kno\m . 
<:1 . Sa e as '7 . 
10 . 1 u.:nes Jo'1 i Skaffe 1568-15?2·, Richard O,.l .lawe, 15v5 . , ' ' 11. Uarra1 ·;s :'t'r Ft.•es , 15G8 , · ?2 .. u1d 95 
l~~ . Acts of +le Pl"iv~ Council 157?-78, · 1~)9 . ~;'re J'irstl.va.nt 

of the :'riv~. Co .cil d:id ..,o; ""!er.v~r~ 1.c0nclud.e 4,L t th~ 
T n:i'\ e.it o1 n.p C • ncil or ' 1.ori t_ 'c. t: i J ........ e . 

the 
Pursi '\ant . 



I.. 
t!ie Counc i:. of the Horth , al+now;h no fixed ..;c:.lary se<mi:-: to hav 
al 1 ovred un1;il 1595 . '" 

Ti.tc }"J::.a .,"'ner ' s office W<:l.S established. by C?,1.ef"m .Rliza.lietn i 

t. 
157 ;, ':..'he Lord Pr·siderit and Council were autJwrh .. ed to &.J>-. 

10 

Seq;eant 
at Arns . 

'i. 
lJOint 011e or r10re r:ien dl Exarrdners . Their duties were pro1iably Exar-iiner . 

'l. 
restrict -:d to b1c examination of Hi tresses . 

There were at1,ornevs and Proctors i·or the Poor serving Hi 

6: 
out charge . Otn ~r A ... ,torneys al:rn presented bills to the court, 

2.Jtd. receivC'd a certain fee. 'i'his ~/a.s evidentl custon.a.r~ for 

in 1508 t 10 n.tles wer .... lzd.d do\. by U.~ Council regardj_ne; 

the form oj" i.resenting bills, <:t!ld one limi tine<; the anount of 

b· 
1·0 e t o be i ·e ce iv -: d . 

There vwre still other ofi'icen> necessary for he ordering 

and a~tend:.!'lb t:1~ die. t and how;ehold of' the Council . Of t,hese 

the s-emlr<L of' t.he H0trnehold was chi~f. He was ap} oin~ ed by 

the Presidunt, and re uired to give an account vlice a ;>ear of 

t.hu 8X}•ens1i of th~ diet, and Has left in ch·~rge jn 1he ar>''f.!Ilt:8 

1. 
the J.ord Pi·et>icLen t . 

Other officials 11er-e yrobanly were connected with the 

C ·1 f' +· 1r th· u~ .. or1lv t,,,1o"'e are e1r"Jerate ounc 1 o "i~ • or . , v ., i "' __._, 
rL ,;re 

absol1!te p1·oof cur: be ad uced o:t' their exista1ce . 

~ <'le"· 0 tJ' c'"' "" "1811 ~H 1 YI.en vrnre incl· decl i11 th~ -• c . ..,:;. a ... , . ., , """"' , - v 

C uricil of' the l!ortn. The' A:rchbisho:J of Yorlt , -::.e 13i~. 1:;; <i1 

D·11·1arr. and C<.l.rliale, c:..nd the Dean::; of Yori:: arta. Durham v;ere i 

~. WI!• c {;;,/11r1t'f " oTher " 1c1.,. I IC• Yen 1n re '" w1rr.dMTS " ~~ s "" 1.Ja 
·~ ttHlll'tiDf1, <dTF11r Scr(ll.tll'1"• '1_ ·.!f r:\.'1' f'rfl • W ;1rr11 n T /r r- rl1o ·I( it (114/ orPil<. '"i'iT~ 

1 • .1: . <.J cs o) :Lt.1.les, b.)!) ; YeLJ.L.o -ve lbYo ,-lo 11 ot, .. a.Ji), b .., ... t. 
' u.i 1 "·i. t. oi C ouuc il feds, S ...1,l u;r u rJ. .!l'.SS Vol. V. , • j<Jb . 

Acts of -t , e Pr h ~ C o t n c i l , 1 5 o 5 , • 2 3 ~ 
2 . Salis~u1·y i~s s. Vol VII1 I) • 1 2? . 
3 . I bid, O .e i'or Pld. ntifrs and 0. e :for Defendants , b' H nting 

tvn • · 
4 . Ibid . 

r J.ng1;ons . $ •rntruct . 1? • 
. C.:!.l . f ,. Pc...pera, 15 ,t-15'7~ , P • b4- o6 . 

? . Ind trc•, . ut 1,nt . Art . 11 . 

At torne 

0 l er 
Offi cer"s . 

f 



·h1s body . It i~ ir. ereBting to observe tha.t in 1582 t}ti l ~t 
. /. 

me.1tioned Cl.urcl~ DiGni tan es were o.1ly included provisionally . 

In 15 '1<± tJH,re were two earl , five lords , 7 ·n ichts , 6 cou1ioner 
2. 

1 l I 
~ I 

one Doctor of r,ivi 1 Law , und two Justices of As~ize . 'L'he bulk 'o mcillors . 
H.;<.ne s. 

of the, Council was formed of l otJl em en ~id r,entleraen who resided 

' ... 
rr 

I. . 1598 i"'., v1as s':.Q,+,,ed thc..i.t th~re l'!c.. d u.lwa~r8 been or e civili ..... n 

~ ~ . ·~ u.t least i.1 the Co'.mcil , u..id 1,esides a s 1 ieci'1.l numl.e r of nen 
~· ~. 

lear rnd in the laws of the realm w~re always of tlmt 1)od .. • 

E~ -:u::ally , the \.1es~ io11 arises as to what qual~fj cations 

were neces:iary to r:J.embenh ip in this body . Rarik , Heai+~1 , or 

knowle dge 1>f tLe lavrs, \IOnld erti le a men i.o consideration aB ,,-
a "meat person to be a councillor. " Residence does not seem 

to have bern1 essential, for rn h<.i.v :..!rnt:.uces of r,t.n belong:.r g o 

the Co,mci:. v:r-10 v1c;re non-resident in t'·e jurisdictim of the 
b. 

North . Th.l.t cert.u.in !'·en ~tela o1T ice i~1 t:t. is bdoy be ca.use 

01' ih-.ir pl)Si ti on is \/el l au hent icated. 'teal H waa no-t; 1: o t)e 

des1)ised, :'or a1 +er. ance on t.1 Conn il involved expense in 

th~ indivi<l1Aal , c.•!Hi so s1ecial bmpla::ii:.; v1u.s [..id .!.l n:co!u rdi ,, 
n:en fo.· that position o t •. e f ct that he were a.ble to ·p nu 

'7 . 
a. hundr ,d pounds 01· more ." 

d it \lab .. uite cust0mar fo 4 iren to hola. oth r of1'iceu 

. t ti w t' time, The cle g who .el office in the Gou1 ci1 

1 . Irrntruc"; . to 1Iunt . 1582, "for i~.1.e tine bJing \lit· t10 u-
tic'::; ci' Asi.,ize . 

2 . I struc; . ot ~·mt . 1574 Art . ' , 
. Cal . St . Pape rs , l59l3-l..)Ol, p . 105 

• • In& r ... c . to t t ~ Arch i .,} OJ.- of Yor. , 1595 . 
5 . C:....1 . S • P~peraJ , Dol!l . Ad . l5 t:b -15?9 , • 25. 
6 . Ca.l R+ . P ... , rs, 109 -ltJOO, P • 105 . D!'" . Gil~on, D. r. . L . wa• 

.. 1 ,L .... r sid nt in LJndon . 

r t .1 ii' i ca-
" :lorn.: for 

Clffice . 



sem11 to have uone s o ·Decaube the;') u' cu 1iod certai 
/, 

The At·1·orrn::y o:f' the Court of Wards , Th•J Clhtnce1lor 
3. 

}>O ui ti O!lB . 

z. 
of Yo1k , 

a.1.d i.he Sl11·r:.ff of York~hire , vrere oi"fices held t:r ue11re rs of 
. t/ . 

the Counc i:O.. . A baron of h·~ E::~cL.e 1111er , A Cl erk of the P rivy 
~ b. 

Council , .:...? d a Presiu.en t .110 \/c;.l.S a. P r iv: Councilor , v>e re to be 

found in t.:r.e Council of the Nort '1. during tht~ 1Ui~a1e than Perio 

Sor,ot·m~s 11en held oi'fice by depu.t or proxy . ? ... ie Cl rk of the 

Privy Counc.il , Mr . Beale , ~s Vie .nE1.ve seen, 1'or mc..ny ea.rs held 

t:!-1e Secretar' s11i1. of the loca.l Council b.· . : .. ws uf u deputy . 

'l'hougL the Q,u ... en a1JJ o int ed tht: f;e Councilors , \Ii re - pu.L...i l"Jb 

was jm .. t c..u prevaleni. in t.he Ji'iftecnth Century :1LJ in the ~:vren­
*7. 

tieth. Offices wore c1a:;1ed as the reward of ~ervice . Letters 

of recournei:du.tion rnre sent to Cecil, or S.:crtitar:J \'fz..lL:!.ngham 

12 . 

Other 
)0 Bi tj 0:-!S 

.1 ld . 

by the l3ii:;Lops , Vice-P residents , liocles x1d Co .moners in be_:ulf 
Process of 

of friends . Soneti:l es petition \\fa::. m.lde for one man a.lone , u.n Sect.rj.i.g 
Office . 

again a nur1ber 01· na.?:1es vrere sent ~o the Q,ueen ' s Secretar fro 

v::!-licll o.:ly .... few couJ.d be.; t.!tose;i . Thc:~t tl.•.re was a form l i:r-

ves·titlire of office is positive . 'l'licc upon the U.)_oinn.e.t 

oft· .~ :ew 1:emlH,r , ~he Q,iten C0!$1e<.!ld.ec1. the Council of the lrortl 

rtJ,,o ad .i .... nd svrear lh.p in w give him the • r::. "•i lee,es o~· : is 
f . q . 

:place ." F:~or.! this •.re ·o '1d cone lude ~h::::. t a. fi::. d oath ms in 
/ {) . 

use , th ouf,'1. no cop~· of th~ t oath .1a.s 1> een f ou .. d • 

• w.t v ere the privl. leges of office? There see!'.. to he tv10 

1 . Hi s1. M<J'! . Comm .. l)/is.MstJ ., nr . t' · '!> Y/ ; l a/. t:P.1m,.~1,p1, 
2 . CC)f. St ."Pop~ rs , 1r't8- '' " ' 1 P· 10 !:>-

:i . C-.il . s-: . Pei.pen>, Dou . Ad .; ,.rnt>- 1579 , p . l } • 
4 . Cul St . P~JE r~ , 1 598-1 ,01 , ~ · 154 
5 . Cul . St . Pa11en~ , Dom . Ad., 1 598- loOl , P • 11 • 
u . Acts of tl e Pri'\y Counci l, 1570-75 , Pre.face, P • 2? 
Jr.: ,... • .Tlie:J'fKlbE~JOO"J,jQiliXKKIDt~KXXKDiXXK~XHXXXKID~KX:X 

I1)li" "KXX."X • , ~~~ -
7 . Ca.l f.t . P<...pers , 1°595-~7 , l, • lL.;;0 . j Sbli~bvryMs~ . IJr. f·f'2..-ISlf7 . 

• C,.l . Gt .' Pci.pera , Oct . 2o,J., lJgb , .7 ..... 1 . 2'1, 1599 . 
9. Fi:>.ed LE::cu.u~e -: .• J , crding seen.~ to l·J .J!~ on it c.~s u cu11 on 

t11 ir~ r; • 
10 . Dicey ' u Pr .. '~ Cou.ncil , 

of the -p,..; "Y C ., ,.,c; t 
P . 2? - Lon~idc,.i11! t~t! pra c ti c e 

in t~e s wearin ~ i n oF it$ ltlembc,.!. 



p ci.rt icul ar l, e110f it ; one· the m tter o:f' ir ecedence , the otJ. er of 

fee.s . Both v1ill be better t..ndcrstooa. by a. word of explu iation 

A careful ucrutiny of the list.I of the memre rs 01' the Council 
I. 

of the Nori;h, werC' it not 50 stated irJ. other sources, rtu.kea 

clear "!-,hat a. well regulated ord~r of 1,recedence Wqf.;l followed , 

T'1e names :.n the Co1 111i ss ions a.nd I nstnlction 5 were n.rranc;ed· 
·1. 

according ,;o ra.rk. From an exarrti rn.tiun of these , one vrnt<ld sa.y 

t:rw.t the rank of the individual was the only b ~si~ of precedenc , 
~ . 

!f it v1ere not knovm that seniority was also a claim . Just 

,rl1at this i>recedence involved is not clear . The Council had 

certai 1 seats in York :.unster whe ret1 ~e y sa.t on !hit Sunday . 

T.ha.t they ";o ok these neats according 'GO precedei.ce , cti d jealous 

ly guarded si..~ch rif;11t , is b roug h+, out in u. dispute between the 
I 

Secrett.t.r • , nd a new member Jf tl.e Council, v:hen t_.e lat1· er 

"· took place liove the i'ormer . We lti ;ht venture the conclusion 

thn.t prece<Lency in t:1e Council mer-:ly cone ~rned the fom· lity 

of ~ea.tin~ in respect to r rk . Thii.o: is borue 011~, ilen \,e 

hear of -:· J,ord Prebider.t taking precedence over the Judge1;1 

.. r. thu.t it wa.s c stomary for him in Aozize , and ~ien le~r . 

to sit. j,n ";le chief :r l~ce 'betv1e en them , on the bench , wh ,n th ,, 
Co ... is~i mi; were read ... nd the charge give • 

'mtev -~· he honor attached tu yr c~aenc , and +:1~r ms 

evidently c·ousiderable , tie 1:.unefit t0 be o.erived fr01. fee 

1 . His . 1A'S H. Cm .. • fktlisbm·y 1 SS . Vol. IX. P • 25?;- I1,ia., P • Jt) . • 

2 . l n 1572 ;e f !nd Lord Hunudon ii tle 11 i place in the liat 
of Counci l on.\ . I ns-:ruc . to H .t . 1 574, Art . 4 . I n 1532 , 
a.:ftel" he •:ad ac uired the office of Lord Ch:.. l.er J.s.:.n, he 
wa.s 1·cubed • o ihe seve~1t pl<. .. ce, In~ tt~c . to E t. . Ui82 . 

3 . C,l . f+ . Papers, 15-98-1 ' 01, 1- • 20 5 ;--S lii,,'tmr y ~'S S ' Vol . IX. 
p . 2B'' • 

4 . C<.1.l. St. Pa.;.ers,::.u e '"'note 0;_ C:al S • P e r ... , lt~Ol-3, lel5 • 
5 . Co.l • S • • P .. ~l e. a , Scl.I. ~ c.f:i Note 3, 
0 • ~ul . St . P~pers, l LOl- 3 , ~ . 178; I~~d, r .155 

1 .. ~. 

Precede nce 



i l 

pla~n . · uriten; of "the Council wi , ' in.port~nt du ti s n::cei\ ed 
/, 

sper:.:id.l fe1!:.., froai. tJe CrCl\tn . A vrn.rn.:r.t w:i. ... iL~ued l.Jy tie Q,u't-m 

+~ her Recdver in Yorksl1ire for t'.c pa., .. 1 nt of these -:o tl·.e 

co ..... ncil . Hotne iT'les 1 .eu were pa. r tially paid ou; of fine 
2. 

collected and deposited i11 t. e r. cs of the Queen ' s A~iorne~ 

3. 
Al1 fee5 ·rere paid iuur erly . o+ r fees rnre allowed by 

14. 

I'ee • 

pui·e11't to f one t1 err11'e rs of tre Council, in 1 .... .-c l CUf:!e ... l.e rece iv "d 
/\ 

only ·t-u s :u. t \'1...tr ·'°"n t 
'f. 

f c ' ~!d !1ot i o:' ;.i.l~ (J • , 
'l.'l e Ctnc.ncil of th~ Nort.h \nS noi 1i thov.t int~ n1 1 di v::. .... i( n . 

in 15? , tl.er r .· a tHof old se. d.ra ti on of tl at ody. The re 

.ere Cou.nr~:lor• ,1.111o:nt~u to c ..... il.· o.•-+:e1,du.1,ce , r i . :o s e !1 o +, 

a .. ,t ending L~.:.ly . 0 of' · ·rnnty-eiw it Cou.ncil m-ml: ru, 1ict in-

c 1.ud:'..ng i~ Pr .. .i.a ! • 1er.ty-three Of "he .er: Of €;re ter rc.tJk 

we re exc, ( d. f ror.i con ti r.ual at endanc , ur.l~ t3 re iu ·red 1:: the 
,,~ . 

PrJ :..rent. 'I_e reil:1.inin~; five 'iere to " con"int~ll ubidc: 1ith 

the Pre . ... 
ia o. " , 

brour,h~ bef 're 

:!.' \,it1n:!. ., .ill" 

""· Court . T~e e Cov•cilo·~ 

.. e r :..1 m,,..tters 

'Cl , ' o :eyer , vr i l 
7 . 

Du.,.ie::. of· 
Off~ r'e . 

A·'- . .n1a..;i.nce 

tl'e e.xce1>~:.on Qj the s ere tar y, a' 9ent , e· ch one atte1 d-

.lt 

J. 

'· onl: one fot.ri h of t '; 
~ 

r. I ... 1at l ce 

s..:~c·· :!.Cln o:' th Pr siden +- fo1· ro . -<:.., ~ endcl. 

esc Counc · 1 n: sp c,i .+ ~d 
10. 

t ') dail.· 

. ar' ~ J ol +ah1 
q, 

( c • 

fc,. ed tl , 

Ordi nary Co'• !Ci 1 . Tho e '10+ so s n:.1.g belonc; tu the Council 

• O 'i'iceru u.ril J,u1yer:~; 17arrc iti of F .s, 1568 , 15'72, 1595 • 
• • C.-.1 . St . J?<Iens, .ir;·c-15'19, p . 51. 
3 . Ii s rIC . to Huit . Art . l, 15'/ • 

• Cd.l" q•, . P p.r, lob -79, l 
., I.1 · •· r e ; • to Hunt . ir· '7 , Art . 4, 

Il)id, A. ·t . 9 
7 . His-I; . :;s . Co . , Sc.:.liHl -r' SS . 'Tol •• p . 505 • 

• In i.r <c'; . to ~r • 1~}'7.1, Art . 8 . 
9 . Iuid . A1·t . 9, ''_1·E a1 r<..!f rre o n r l po ·er f th• 

Pr~s~ dent . 
10 . ':l- Co·11:.:il aJJuinted tod ·1:,. ndci.ce co ui',ea. of "a 

S•crutury ~nd four 1 arned a .er ( Tii~~ . SS . Com . Sa~is . 
SS . Vo1 .v . , p . 50f1 ) ,..,, e Secretary was a Ord~•1an Counc;i . 

or( Cal . S+ . P : ers, 1 59 t lt,QO, p • 20 "' ). Sore . •1ot a.!.l, of +}.e (over) 
Co1 nsel :rer ordin r: "omc1lor ( Ccl • St . Pa1er5, It. 



f· f ') -

"J"o·i.r <•1' tLe l ,arned r-:ounuel" were Ordi ary Counc ·11or11 (His. l!Sf.lS. 
Corr:. Salis1 m l'SS. Vol. IX. p .::i 63 ) T11ere1·ore, 110se apJ>Ointed 
to Daily a:':"v endn:n<" . forr1ed -'h e Ordi. nary f'! ouncil. 
11., '=''ie re <.re· sev'?ral instances where t'1e na".ea of hose knovm to 
1;e· oj' ·he Council "10-t h:nmd to 'Con ·inual a 1 endan e, are men ­
tioned 'f.l n<~mbers ·of tht~ Council-at-la e,. Dr. Gih~on off . 1 

C, r"J.- t :itri:-•,( "'at . J<•s . Co . • S ... ia•ur~· .s. Vol. IX,;P. ~63) 
wa·s not burr d to eont"inual d~t~1rdance ( In::sti· !Ct. to Euntiur; . J.Jj?';., Art. 8 . · 

l ' 

" 

'' 



I/, l 
at-la.r;:e, CIC ~h .... J!:xt1·aordi na1·: Cor.1 n . '~h Ordinar., r.o· nci l, 

~- V'n , wa:.; Gomposed of four learned lu.11yer::s, t:" Secretc1.l'~ a.rtd 

President . T\JO ki1i11:; oi fees wer(.: ward:d; ~·hoi;e 1y \'arrant to 
1. 

the CouncL. of the North, ct id those to i11d.i. idua.li:s by :Letters 

". Pa tent frou the Que m . It . ,a.:> 'J~ thCL t ..i.n this di tine t ion in 

. 
f e lies another point of differentiation het ·rn .n the Ordi1 d.r~· 

and Ex+,raoniina.r.r Council. It is l:nOi n tna.t allof i;he~e Ordinu 
'I 

Councilore receiv .d so1.e dr ~ i'or tn~dr service • · Sor.1e of t~ e 
S" 

11 Counuel l!!~r1ed 11 , .1ho were J.o:xtr.:i.ordinary Coun<'j lors uere o.lHo 

'· u.llowcd a tee . 7 ie \' ar ·an f; named ot' Ordinary and };x~raordin-
7. 

ari' Councilors .... s t.:1e recip.'ent"' of f~es, ..... nd d clared tr.at aom 
9 

of those rmmed received a. li'.{e fees n:,r letters pate .t . He l:no\7 

t: e:1,t + .'! •><icretar~: is an Ordinar' ,ouncilor, and tl•at he re ­
~. 

ceiv"!d the Queen's fee by patel'l.t• Is i no 1ossible o con-

cl 1de tha"" alJ. Ordinar:/ Councilorzs received specic...l fees lJ 

pat,~!1 t fron he Crown'? 

J. d > • n i·.., "hook, 11 ':Cl1e Privy Council un r tr' ,or _ ere~ , i _ ., ,, 

l r 
i.) . 

Or j nary 
and !x ra­
o rcU nary 
Cou:-1cilore . 

'I ir1 or5", :1 inclined o r lieve ._hat the er!11 "6rdi,, ry Coneai " 

'". wa.s 1u:ed t •) designa ·e +h whole . 0 11!1r. il of Calai • ,--Te urr, st 

t.'ha +,h' s ·;en. \/a l ro1m1>1Y ap. lied to ti:. o ·h x local Co mcil 

1,u , 'l.L' fa· a t!e C01inci 1 of he _rnr ·' ~.., c o~.cerned, ·hiB iu 

lrO g . r b ,lieve we l.~ve ~ ho\'m +' h f•rm, Ordin·iry ,oun-

c · 1, ref~ rr .d onl;• to an in 1er c irr!le of he Co mcil of t e 

1'. Thi B md.~' 1Je deduc d fro a cor pari"o 1 of wo eu in :.f 
:ferent c..nuscriJ ts deali - wi ! r ~ sairie 1 "·ect . -­
''C:ouncilors lt:+ra.ore1.in r:y no._ 1 inr, K irhts "-- ia . SS Co • 
Saliu1 ur:r S • Part X. , . 25?-- uAll ~ Council t 

large, ex~!pt the~ vere Knir;l:lt15" -- bi , • 3u~ 
2 . Cal. St . pers, Jorn . Ad . , lo -79, P • 28. 
a. -i st . :m:s . Com . Sa isb lry SS . ?Vol. rr,, 395. 
4 , In trw<1;, to H~nt . ·Hi?4, Art . 12; Art . 9;;- - ' rr·m t to 1e­

cei, lr of 'o rkfi1 ire , Cal. St . P 'r , 1566 - 79, P . 28 . 
5 . We lave spoken of tl e .en "le rn · in he l 1e' .:.n t 

council . ':..Le· were also .no~m ::i.s the"Consel e rt !d" . 
6 . ::)ome received fe~s, 11 s !'1en wost learnea in the law, and 

foll ·iv1inr i 1. ; J'1 o her places • n~i+ r tct · to . , .., ,.. 15'14 
Art . 12 . Prob, l,; hat t:1e . .: rnigh~ b cor.i>\{lt-d r lu 
~OU! c:.:l 1i 'f hoH~ c arr,e w en l f:"l ..... d 'i e w~s necees<.: ry . 
~cul••): .oc •• ·~:~· . T,lr r ... on a•11rs ) . 0 1:::. 

(o r) 



'\ 

'7. An exan:.na-1;.ion of O;e munes in t~.e Farran of J<'e s; 15fj8-1572, 
1595. 

1 . "Those +,}tat have fe ea by Pate n+.ts cou 'd onJ. f receive t' em,, and 
no clouble by ~hi~ !arrant." Cdl. S • P~pers, 1566-79, p . 61 . 

9. rhe 8 cretary i- cei ed t:ie Q,ue11n• fee. eal St . :Pii.p re, · 
159B··l600, p .205. And. at tnis> jn.e·h-·r ccived hi o.':r·ce 
""hrough·pc el'\t .--"P~tent creating Ho ert J~eale and i<nl h 

Rokeby to ~·he of~'ic of .ecretary." , l.·s-:. P't.per, DoM. Ad. 
1!)'30··1625, p. 3?£3, ill 1595 iokehy vra SU'CC ded b~,r Jerne 

·i '-4."·r . .:i.1.s·.P ... "'r·, .. >o·. '· , J . 93 
J.cJ.'1~rc.y~ 'PrivyCt1vnc.// unJe.1· ihe. 7 v J()rs P n. 

• 



North . l'hE reference which he gives corroberateu thi:s later 

co clusion. 
/,. 

Ho r rt:r·e tlrte dt· Ls of the Ordj ri r~' od~ ct_;_ L inri.li sh d 

from those of ~· i e Council at Large? Fri n ir1al ,, 1 y t c +i' " of 

ati.andance . The f01i r la.rryers div id d tr1ei r ~ i! e iuari ,rl..r, ,1.5 

2. 
vre •mve set n, wi ~ . t.h Secretary in c onu tan a 1 ~.md·nce . ':' vvo 

Meri11(~rs of tl• OrcUnary Council , t·1 n , could c rry on the h rninee 

of' tht: Council of the North. hovre rer, son e of' the ... ·,xtraordina. 

rner1he rs also ati,ended . At he e!'d of each session ... ti .es 

~-
and places for certain of ti'e ~ e to at end was fixed . In rac-

tic.; t!'t! laW~lfff5 ~ e n1ed to ha re b-> C'd.lled 0".._ of' 4·en to S ,rve 

"'. oc eauional:_y n. l:nigh t was called upon . \ •. ~>-en 1e re the re so 

many }~xtr!:l.orai· nry Councilors in t tc Council of' h. North? T e 

men of } ir i r nk in tile Council were for -:he r.oat pi:!.rt resident 
~~ 

in the nor·;:1. , H, least pa.rt oi' tl1e ti. e . -ho g·1 no attending 

the r~ouncil ~esuions, the~ were cl arged 1 ith trust concerning 

.e condi-::.on of tl-ie 1 ort'-', ....nd rere re tired o no-i-ify the 

'· Pre 5 ide nt, 11 • all o:.'fendens \ i .hin heir district . m e~ 1ere 
7 

11 d ... r • 4 Co i· 0 s-:_on • -i-· e .'ort'. ua .. e l!JO 1 110 execu e CF? a... " - - ~1' e 

Jt'o tr ro lnt: e of t,,., 1.ort;., wit- i 1 
.j. . iri. die 0 1 0 he r.o m-

c·1 were a}.1 ''l.~'S '·rot le' on ~ to he Q, e 'n . lt p en 

of n. larG C011ncil, . 'e ost of v om Je e non-at+end n , ru 

VI 0 }'ep ar1 0 erva~1-4: e~ ~ on t .... 1 :'...r o~rn d:!. s .ric a r epor ed , 

Ordin r~1 Councilors o t,., s tbordi 1a e 

hodic~s to the Ordin ry eouncilors o' the Privy Council, o 

mor1 v ~rY li i le is i.·no m , 1 u.l' be a 'lu 1 st dy . 
2. Sa.lisb1 ry J SS . , Vol.V JJ • b05. 
3. In!+rlc•; . ot F t . 15 ?, Ar • 
4 . An exru :·.n tion of the sig:1atur a of t1' 

A .,.~whed i:o DoctUl r s of he Acts of 
and '; e C ~le d r of u ... a.te P...., :r for 

1:al. S1· . µ pi:>rH, 1'199 ·'H 1 Do m. Ad p. t./l'l 

Co nc il of the .forth 
P . ' ri"y Co nci l, 

:e year 1 5r8- 1602 

1-i . Irn·t ,in: ·;;. to .rr rt . 1 :'7 •f , A:tt . ? 
7. ! .nl ~r:s rJf the Council uere on t.'1.e C:oTJ Lrnion o:t' 0,, .r and 

"err :.ner and g:wl delivery , on q e '!o: issio. ot' Peace, 
on ~1. C:orn i uion for l>ora ·r cause , ··c · C Pu1 l"S, 

)o . 15~1 -1 01 n • 273 · Al., o1 1•r r 1' r' 

lt • 



al 1. dis urlianc e~ t o t:te Lord President of the Hor hj the i!orth 

Parts were orr:anized arid brToug:ht in o closer to cL wi t·1. ie 

central a.uJ~hority. That see.r's to 1uve b en the princ:ipal f nc-

t:lion of th1i Co1mcil Extraordin ry . 

In th~s conHideraii of the compos"':ion of tlH loC','l.l Conm-

c il in th- North, V1ere h"~s 1~ fm l.Umo~;":. no :.:;tress laid po_ ":.he 

dev lopnert1. of the ins ti tut ion . Tlle su'\Jj ect 1 as b ~en treated 

as a unj t, rat:i.e r t· an as a pror;reseion, aid for the Eliza.beth 

Period, ~h:.s is ..i u:tifiable . Fron 155B to 1603, t:bere ap1 ears 

ha e "b·=en :.ittle ch ... ir1~;e in t:'1.e make-u1i of thib bod~'· A blif;1rt 
I. 

variation :.n numl)er in the latter pQ.rt uf the period, and u. 

Bugr;estim1, which lc...td~ to the conclusim · tl:1a.t t te Q,ueen 

t~1our)1 t of removing the bisho11...,, ae .... n..; , u.Ld j st.ices of Ar<·ize 

tu practicall~' all vrhi ch rr1erits consideratio~ fro!ll "his stand 

point. T"~· Connei 1 of tte Hortb durin;: t.,., ~ Heign of l'Jlizaheth 

vrn~ not a n1pidl2r dev loping inst i tu ti m. 

1 . ·Tl e add:. io::" 01· a f w ·ore Cornn.one rs <..1.r1d ~ corr spondir.f; 
Jeb:wnirlf; ir. the nu:rib r o1' KnithT.s. 

l'I . 

Ei.· tory 
of t e 
Council. 
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