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Master Gardeners are your neighbors who share University research-based horticulture 
information that promotes healthy landscapes, healthy people, and a healthy planet.

extension.umn.edu/master-gardener

The Master Gardener Volunteer Program is growing with the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum

 



A successful partnership
The partnership between University of Minnesota Extension and 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum has increased research-based 
continuing education opportunities for Master Gardeners.

Master Gardener volunteers receive University training

All Master Gardeners 
•	 Complete a university-taught core course— 234 new Master Gardeners 

took the course in 2016

•	 Share research-based horticulture in their 
communities. In 2016 they reached 151,287 
adults, 59,519 youth, and 36,696 individuals 
from under-represented audiences

•	 Continue learning best horticulture practices 
in seminars and workshops taught by field 
experts: 26,831continuing education hours  
in 2016
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OTTER TAIL COUNTY—EAST

Empowering kids to grow food 

Otter Tail County East Master Gardeners and the Junior 
Master Gardener Program partnered with the local 4-H 
Program and the Boys and Girls Club to teach kindergarten 
through sixth-grade youth horticulture principles and practices 
for growing food. 

Every week Master Gardeners taught a different lesson 
rooted in science at the 4-H Children’s Garden. Students 
learned what plants need to thrive, the difference between 
annuals and perennials, and what pollinators do. Hands-on 
activities such as building bug hotels for beneficial insects and 
visiting a local greenhouse to learn about careers in horticulture 
brought kids closer to how food is produced. 

Digging, watering and weeding provided physical activity. 
The kids became enthusiastic about their garden and, in turn, 
vegetables. They enjoyed nutritious snacks while learning 
about nutrition and safe food handling. One parent said of her 
daughter, “She insisted we try eating beets. I don’t think I’ve 
ever even eaten a beet before!”

At the end of each day’s time in the garden, students wrote 
in garden journals to reflect on what they did and learned. 

At the end of the season, the kids proudly presented “Dinner 
from Dirt,” where they helped prepare a meal with vegetables 
from their garden.

“They are asking if they can be in the garden again next 
year,” said one parent. 



SIBLEY COUNTY

Growing food in small spaces 

The Garden-in-a-Box, created by the Minnesota State 
Horticultural Society (MSHS) in 2008, includes a 3 x 4-foot 
container with enough soil to fill it and a selection of vegetable plants 
for low-income families to grow their own vegetables. 

Sibley County Master Gardeners partnered with MSHS  to bring 
the Garden-in-a-Box program to a mobile home park in their county. 
The Master Gardeners provided guidance and classes.

The program also provides a season of fun, rewarding gardening 
and fresh produce. Master Gardeners helped families assemble the 
raised garden beds and plant vegetables and herbs. Classes covered 
watering practices to pest management and generated interest in 
future programs.

ST. LOUIS COUNTY

Gardening for a changing climate

As our climate changes, gardening practices and the plants we 
select will also need to change. St. Louis County Master Gardeners 
are teaching their community how to create resilient landscapes that 
can adapt to our changing climate. 

Nearly 200 participants attended the day-long conference, 
“Sustainable Gardening: Possible Impacts of Climate Change.”  
Master Gardeners presented relevant research-based information 
about climate trends in Northeast Minnesota and how these trends 
may impact crops and gardening in the future. 

The conference included break-out sessions on pollinators, 
composting, improving habitat for monarch butterflies, and growing 
garden crops in a changing climate. A 60-page resource book includes 
the conference’s educational materials. 

ANOKA COUNTY

Landscapes for health and well-being

The Veteran’s Memorial and Peace Garden is also the site of 
the Master Gardener Demonstration Garden, and it is visited by 
approximately 35,000 people a year. Four focal gardens feature 
flowering plants designed with a different theme each year.

This destination garden is maintained in partnership with Anoka 
County Master Gardeners and Anoka County Parks and Recreation. 
Master Gardeners use the site for education and demonstrations that 
are free to the public.

In 2016, Anoka County Master Gardeners presented on gardening 
with natives, saving seeds, growing dahlias, and designing the themed 
gardens. Signage helps all visitors learn something new in the garden.

ROCK COUNTY

Community garden hands-on learning

How can I grow more produce in a small space? What’s eating my 
spinach? Is this insect a pollinator? 

Rock County Master Gardeners set up two demonstration plots 
in the Luverne Community Garden to answer these and other 
gardening questions. 

Master Gardeners teach hands-on gardening classes throughout 
the season to help their community grow big yields in small places. 
They alert fellow gardeners to disease or insect infestations and 
provide suggestions on what to do. And they hosted a public garden 
tour that featured raised-beds, trellis gardening, mulching techniques 
and pollinator-friendly plants. 

Good garden management and timely rain events resulted in 
excellent vegetable yields in 2016. Some gardeners grew enough to 
share their excess produce with local organizations.
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Water Wisely: A Master Gardener 
statewide campaign

Smart watering practices maintain healthy plants while 
conserving water.

Water Wisely: Healthy Plants, Healthy People, 
Healthy Planet was the 2016 Master Gardener 
statewide educational program theme. 

Horticulture Extension educators and the Master 
Gardener State Leadership Team developed the Water 
Wisely curriculum and trained Master Gardeners 
throughout the state.

Master Gardeners then delivered relevant, research-
based education on watering best practices in their  
own communities.

In 2017, the statewide educational program theme will 
focus on how gardeners can contribute to the health of 
pollinators. 

extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-garden/watering

NEARBY NATURE

Partnering with local community 
groups to create access to plants and 
green space for health and wellbeing. 

CLEAN WATER

Promoting water-wise gardening and landscaping practices 
to conserve water and minimize polluted runoff.

HORTICULTURE SKILLS

Teaching current research-based 
horticulture principles and practices.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Teaching ways to create resilient 
landscapes that are adapted

to our changing climate.

LOCAL FOOD

Promoting the use of sustainable 
techniques for growing local food

on multiple scales and at
various locations.

PLANT BIODIVERSITY

Promoting invasive species management 
and native species conservation and 
restoration in landscapes.

POLLINATORS

Educating on ways to help native 
bees and other pollinators thrive in 
home and community landscapes. 

PRIORITIES 
OF THE 

MASTER 
GARDENER 
PROGRAM

On the cover: Washington County Master Gardener Mary Voss (right) helps a visitor at the Blooming Butterflies and Pollinator Project at Como Zoo.


