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RESEARCH MATERIAL

KEY FINDINGS MINNESOTA STORIES
● Conduct an analysis of post war service 

questionnaires done by veterans of WW1

● Compare the experiences during, as well 
as post war lives of prisoners of war to 
soldiers that were never captured

● Develop a general understanding of how 
imprisonment can affect life on a large 
scale

● Examined post war service 
questionnaires sent out by the state of 
Minnesota to each veteran of WW1

● Compared a prisoner of war to their 
brothers and/or a randomly selected 
comparison soldier. Randomly selected 
soldiers were of a similar age and in the 
same file as the POW’s

● Utilized websites such as Ancestry.com 
to find census data along with other 
records to compare veterans post-war 
lives

● Searched databases such as Library of 
Congress and the Star Tribune for 
relevant newspaper articles; gained more 
understanding of how veterans lived post 
war
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● American POWs spent 
relatively short periods 
in German prison 
camps. 

● Most Minnesota POWs 
arrived in Europe in 
May-June of 1918, were 
captured in 
September-October, 
and were released in 
November-December.

● When compared to other WW1 veterans, 
Prisoners of war had slightly lower life 
expectancies.
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FUTURE RESEARCH

● Gather more data from other states 
to allow for a more comprehensive 
sampling

● Use a larger amount of data to 
determine whether or not the 
common trends observed in this 
study would change when given 
more information
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