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DULUTH -- M rile (Midge) Skafte , an elementar y educa tion major from 

Duluth,. over ees th 11 greatest volunteer effort " of th:! UMD academic year be-

ginning Friday (Sept . 13) with the three- dny Fr eshman Camp . 

The intent sen ior ooed serves as freshman orientat i on commission r 
' 

for the TJMD Student A sociation. She is chie fly responsib l e for the orienta-

tion of the 1963-64 fr ,shma.n cl ss of appr oxi mat ly 1,200. 

' hen Midge beg&n preparations l ast p ring she h ld one dist i nct ad-

vantage . che was the fir, t 11 repea.t 11 co issione r at mm aft er holding the pos-

i ti on as a junior . 

" very ~ys tem is easier the second time around/ said Mi dge . " It 

now takes us ,just he.lf ra. a l ong to do a job and almost everything has been sim-

plified now t hat the University hall inst al led IBM proeessing . 11 

Mi dge a.J.so was hired by:E Studen.t Personnel S rvices to assist in pro-

ce sin fre shm1:1n applica t ions duri ng the summ.er . This annual po lioy gives the 

oon:r.1.i asioner a natur 1 intere t and conceirn for the job and crea tes a fu] ler 

insight into student duties . 

11 1:f f eel I'm faJ 1li a.r with ev0:rything that ' s going on, 11 Midge .rplained . 

" I know the problems and because I kno·11 vh~t 1s going on 1inside I student services 

I •m better equipped. to help freshmen with their problems. 

1' last year I 'illould send. them to Student Perso1.:nel ServieAs with 

their problems . This year I 1m either able to answer the questions or kn.ow wh re 

to find the answers . 11 

Midge mu t know a. lot of answe r s . Her responsibilities cove r the re-

rrui ting of group leaders f or Freshman Ce.mp and Freshm'\n Orie nto.tion i'leek ( 3e-pt . 

16-21), revising Tr ailw&ys (the tud nt handbook:) , mana.gine; budget of $4 , 000 



and sgein~ th t in~ividu.al freshman i nformation packe t s are a Rsembl ad Rtld distributed . 

~ ir t 100 fro sh wi 1.l move i nto YMM Camp Miller for three da ys of tu: 

411 I rra a !:\ ion on college life A.nd. a varied round of social a ctivities running 

through Sunday (Se~t . 15 ). 

Then ori1:1ntation focuses on Parent I s Day from 2-4 :JO P. . m. Sunday on the 

ca.mpu • The p rents of fTeshmen a nd other new s t udents will meet Provo s t ymond 
,,__,.. 

W. Darland and ~ f ~eulty memb rs to ~earn · ha t coll ge life is lilfe a t UMD . 

Finally Ori ntation eek begins Moue ay (Sept . 16). The fr shmen are 

pl ac,ed in orientation groups of 2.5 utm dents each . Forty- ix volunt eer group 

se t o it t1'.s.t t.be frosh !lre in the right pl ace a t the right tine on the right day . 

The mo st cruai l days of ori .ntation come Wednesday and Thursday when 
t heir 

the freshmen undorgo final edvi oeoent and cla ss registration in the Physical 

Eduea.tion building . The re can be no room for confuaion .-,i'"i .. _.;·;;· ;· .-.-~-.;~!Ille. 
Mid ,e considers ''keeping in touch with the. group l eaders and aeeine 

that eve rything moves smoothly du.ring orientation woek11 the most trying period. 

Do s she hav trouble finding volunteer he l p ? 

11 Group leitde rs are not problem ·to get , n she answered. 11 r really think 

it I s gr a.t th t the kids give up a week of their time just be fore schoo l begin 

t o help the :treshm n off on the r i ght foot . 11 

It follows tha t Mi dge ' s r~appointment aR commission r was we ll r eoei~ed. 

Las t spring aha was J;resented the coveted Sieur du Luht award primarily for 

her work with orientation. She was only the second junior to ever gain the honor. 

Midge also served a. a vice- president of Gamma Omicron :Re t a lllocial soror-

ity and queen conte t chairman for Romeconling as a junior . This fal l she move s 

up to pre si de nt of Gamma Omicr on Beta . 

The ori entation p rogram takes so rue 2 , 000 hour~ of volunt E:Jer work by the 

top 46 student s l e ade rs. It doesn' t include the time don~ted o~ students who per -



:form t he t edious , time- ecnsuraing ta ks of s tapling brochure s , fo l dine forMs a nd 

~<'ldrc e.sing nvelope s . 

11 '.l.1his is the g e&ter,t volunteer effort we carr y- on al l year , " points 

c,ut Fie.win O. Sigt;elkow , coordinator of Rtudent activities and Kirby Studen t Center . 

"Thi s year we have the odvM t age o f hlll.ving a re:pea t commi sioner for the fir s t 

time and Midge :fnnction.s without any imm.~diate supAl)!ision to speak of. 

"Ea.ch ye more and more of the or ientation responsibillty that has 

be('>n borne by th Uni versitr liltaff in the 9.€''\i has teen t urned, ov er t o the s tudents. 

'lhh wa. nt>ver truer tM. !\ fa.11. 11 
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