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DULUTH - Merilee (Midge) Skafte, an elementary education major from
Duluth, oversees the "greatest volunteer effort" of the UMD academie year be-
ginning Friday (Sept. 13) with the three-day Freshman Camp.

The intent senior ecoed serves as freshman orientation commissioner
for the UMD Student Association., She is chiefly responsidble for the orienta-
tion of the 1963-64 freshman class of approximately 1,200,

When Midge began preparations last spring she held one distinet ad-
vantage, She was the first "repeat" commissioner at UMD after holding the pos-
ition as a Jjunior,

"Fvery ayetem is easier the second time around,” said Midge. "It
now takes us just half as long %o de A& Job and almost everything has been sime
plified now that the University has installed IBM processing.”

Midge also was hired byE Student Personnel Services to assist in pro-
cessing freshman applications during the summer, Thie annual poliey gives the
commi ssioner & natural 1ntero§t and concern for the job and ereates a fuller
insight into student duties,

"If feel I'm familiar with everything that's going on," Midge explained.
"I know the problems and beesuse I knew what's going on 'inside' student services
I'm better equipped to help freshmen with their problems.

"last year I would @™ send them to Student Personnel Services with
their problems, This year I'm either able to answer the guestions or know where
to find the answers."

Midge must know & lot of answers, Her responsibilities cover the re-
eruiting of group leaders for Freshman Camp snd Freshman Orientation Week (Sept.

16-21), revising Trailways (the student handbook), managing & budget of $4,000




and seeing that individual freshmen information packets are assembled and distributed,
Firet 100 frosh will move into YMCA Camp Miller for three days of tmx
e
Swwembden socsions on college 1ife and a varied round of social activities running
through Sunday (Sept. 15).
Then orientation foecuses on Parent's Day from 2-4:30 p.m., Sunday on the
campus, The parents of freshmen and other new students will meet Provest Raymond

.,
¥, Darland and mwess faculty members to learn what college life ie like at UMD,

Finally Orientation Week begins Monday (Sept. 16)., The freshmen are

prlaged in orientation groups of 25 students each. Forty-six wolunteer group

gee to it that the frosh sre in the right place at the right time on the right day,
The most erucial days of orientation come Wednesday and Thursday when

the freshmen und@rg% edvigement and elass registration in the Physieal

Zdueation building. There cen be no room for conmsicn.mu

Midge considers ®® "keeping in touch with the group leaders and seeing

that everything moves smoothly during orientation week" the most trying period.
Doeg she have trouble finding volunteer help?

“Group leaders are ﬁot problem 'to get," she answered. "I really think
it's great that the kids give up a week of their time Just bafore school beging
to help the freshmen off on the right foot."

It follows that Midee's reappointment as commissioner was well receifed,
Last spring she was presented the mm coveted Sieur éu Luht award primarily for
her work with orientation. She was only the second junior to ever gain the honor,

Midge also served asg vice-president of Gamma Omicron Beta sccial soror-
ity and queen contest chairman for Homecoming as a Jjunior. This fall she moves
up to president of Gamma Omieron Beta,

The orientation program takes some 2,000 hours of volunteer work by the

top U€ students leaders. It doesn't include the time donated by students who per-




£
form the tedious, time-ecnsuming tasks of stapling broehures, folding forms and
addressing envelopes.

"Prie is the grestest volunteer effort we carry on all year," points
cut Eéwin 0. Sigeelkow, coordinator of student activities and Kirby Student Center,
"Thig year we have the advantage of having a repeat commissioner for the first
time and Midge functions without any immediate superivision to speak of,

"Sach year more and more of the orientation responsibility that has
been borne by the University etaff in the pmet has been turned over to the students,

This was never truer this fail,”
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