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➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨➨

Program for Excellence in  
Election Administration

In 2007, the Center for the Study of Politics and Governance at 
the Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs launched the 
Program for Excellence in Election Administration. Minnesota 
has long been a leader in developing independent, non-partisan, 
well-trained election administrators with local, county, and 
state-level election administrators consistently ranking among 
the best in the nation. Minnesota has also been an innovator in 
the administration of elections, including early adoption of optical  
scanning voting equipment, Election Day registration, post-election 
audits, and instant runoff voting. Minnesota’s strengths – 
excellent administrators and key innovations – are the basis for 
a new project involving the University of Minnesota, the Office 
of the Secretary of State, and non-partisan administrators 
and expert analysts – The Program for Excellence in Election 
Administration.  

The Program for Excellence in Election Administration serves 
township, city, county, and state-level election staff, elected 
officials, county attorneys and auditors, and citizen leaders. 
Research into best practices is integrated into short-courses, 
on-line courses, seminars, conferences, and national forums 
addressing the key challenges facing election administrators 
and legislators setting election policy.
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Registration and Check-In  

(Continental Breakfast Served)

Welcome and Introductions

Lawrence Jacobs, Director, Center for the Study of 
Politics and Governance, Hubert H. Humphrey Institute 
of Public Affairs
Mark Ritchie, Minnesota Secretary of State

Overview of Election Administration

Joseph Mansky, Ramsey County Election Manager

Morning Break

Overview of the Elections Assistance 

Commission: the Help America Vote Act of 

2002 and its application to Minnesota

Juliet Hodgkins, General Counsel, United States 

Elections Assistance Commission

Elections Litigation: Errors and Omissions 

Process, Campaign Practices, Ballot Access, 

and Prosecutions of Election laws

Alan Weinblatt, Weinblatt & Gaylord PLC
Robert M.A. Johnson, Anoka County Attorney

Break

Lunchtime Keynote 

Preserving an Impartial Judiciary

Speaker: Governor Al Quie, Chair, 
Citizens Commission for the Preservation 
of an Impartial Judiciary 

Redistricting in 2010 – Minnesota’s Potential 

loss of a United States congressional Seat 

Tom Gillaspy, Minnesota State Demographer

Overview of Federal and State Campaign 

Finance Laws

Jeff Sigurdson, Assistant Executive Director, Minnesota 
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board

Break

Break-Out Sessions:  

Ethical Considerations for Elections Attorneys  

Judge Bruce Willis, Court of Appeals
Location: Atrium

Election Administrators 

Rachel Smith, Anoka County Election Manager
Location: Wilkins Room - 215

What is Election Legitimacy? What are the 

Greatest Threats to it?

Panel: Patrick Diamond, Chief Deputy, Hennepin 
County Attorney’s Office  
Representative Ryan Winkler (D), Minnesota House 
of Representatives
Representative Tom Emmer (R), Minnesota House of 
Representatives

8:00-8:30am

8:30-8:45am

8:45-9:45am

9:45-10:00am

10:00-10:45am

10:45-11:45am

11:45-12:00pm

Our inaugural training program, Challenges in 
Election Law and Administration, takes place 
January 24, 2008. Please join us.

University of Minnesota
Hubert H. Humphrey Center
Cowles Auditorium
301 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

Parking and directions at www.hhh.umn.edu/about/contact/parking.html

Program Schedule

1:00-1:45pm

1:45-2:30pm

2:30-2:45pm

2:45-3:30pm

3:30-4:30pm

About the Center for the Study of Politics 
and Governance

Under the leadership of nationally prominent political scientist Lawrence 

Jacobs, the Center for the Study of Politics and Governance develops 

practical, independent, and non-partisan solutions to pressing political 

and policy challenges. Founded in 2005, CSPG fosters effective and effi-

cient governance, increases the transparency of government processes, 

and rebuilds public trust in order to counteract negative influences that 

threaten our democracy.

The Center is housed at the Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs 

at the University of Minnesota. The Humphrey Institute ranks among the 

top professional schools of public affairs in the country and is widely 

recognized for its role in shaping policy at the local, state, national, and 

international level. The Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs 

inspires, educates, and supports innovative leaders to advance the 

common good in a diverse world.

Certification Credits
• Attendees may apply for 6.75 hours of Continuing Legal Education 

credit
• Attendees may apply for 6.75 hours of County Auditor, Municipal, 

or School District certification training

Conference fee
The fee for the conference is $275.00 payable by credit card, check, or 
cash. Fee is inclusive of continental breakfast, lunch, and all training 
materials.

Registration Information 
To register, please visit: http://register.cce.umn.edu and select program 
ID#181179 or call 612.625.2530. 

To request disability accommodations, please contact Lea Chittenden, 
Center for the Study of Politics and Governance, 301 19th Avenue South, 
Minneapolis, MN 55455, 612.625.2530  

Cancellation or No-Show Policy
Paid registrants who cancel their registration at least 72 hours in advance 
will receive a full refund; if fewer than 72 hours, a $50.00 administrative 
fee will be deducted. Paid registrants who fail to attend may still receive 
the training materials.

Program Planning Committee
Lawrence Jacobs, Director, Center for the Study of Politics and 

Governance
Robert Johnson, Anoka County Attorney
Joseph Mansky, Ramsey County Elections
Rachel Smith, Consultant, Center for the Study of Politics and 

Governance and Anoka County Election Manager
Alan Weinblatt, Weinblatt & Gaylord PLC
Judge Bruce Willis, Minnesota Court of Appeals

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.


