
University Farm lTet'i'S 
University of Hinnesota 
University Farn 
St. Paul 1 f:ii:me so ta 

December Jl, 1952 Appr:aring in newspapers of the Minnesot• Editorial 
Association through th< cooperation of th< U.S. Soil 
Conservation service and conurvetion authorities at 

University Farm. 

Prepared and distributed 
by the Minnesota Agrictu­
tural Extension Service . 

For use during ,:,eel: of 
January 12, 1953 

Rotation Boosts Profits-- "Yes, a good rotation increased the profits on my farm," 

says Kenneth Brogen, secretary of the Becker County SCD. 11 When I can double my yields 

by having ?.- rotation \•ri th 2 years of alfalfa-brome in six years of cropping , it is 

vrell Horthvrhile. 11 

11 It \'las just by accident that the big difference in yields came to my attention. 

I knet·r I could expect some difference in my crop y ields, but I never expected hrice 

as much. The reason it \•Tas so apparent this ~;ear l:Tas due to a different field ar-

r e.ngement I adopted. A field vrhere I had plotved down alfalfa-brome \•ras split in two, 

and another field that hadn't had alfalfa-brome yet was also split in two. Therefore, 

I had seeded oa ts and wheat in ha.lf of the field that had alfalfa-brome ploHed dO\•ffi 

and the other half in the field that hadn't had any alfalfa-brome in it as yet. The 

difference 1-ras noticeable throuchout the grouing season especially in color, top 

grovrth, and in the amount of moisture that \-tas available for plant gro1rrth .. " 

Plans to Expand -- 11 You see, vre had a semi-drouth in our area this year. ire had a-

bout 7 or 8 inches of ra.in from the time t•re put our crops in until harvest, aacl \'There 

the soil had orgenia matter from plm'fing dm·rn the alfe.lfa-brome, the moisture 1·re eo t 

from the spring tha\..r end the small a.mount of rain t•re got this year stayed in the fieJ!, 

giving the crop enough moisture to g ro''' on. \'lith the results I go t from the :first 

fielc~ I had in my six-year rotation, I sure e"m anxious to get the rest of IITIJ fa.rm es­

t ablished in the rotation, because it 1 s the amount of money per acre I have left afte· 

the expenses are subtracted that I am interested in, not the amount of land I can run 

over a poor rotc>.tion. 11 

Cp'I'J.ners Boost 4~H Conservation Ne1·r impetus \·ras e; iven the 4-H soil conservation 
project in Einnesota recently \'fi th the announcement of substantial financial surmort 
from t he Miru1esota Canners' Association. This support is being used for leadership 
training , demonstration a\'fards, state land use jude;ing contest, educational folders 
and project training materials, se.ys Leonard Harkness, state 4-H club leader. 
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