
    

Congress Minutes 

November 16th, 2015 

LSBE 135 

1. Call to Order; 6:01pm  

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of the Minutes (Nov. 9th) 

4. Approval of the Agenda 

5. Introduction of guests 

a. Students from UMD Seminar 

6. Dr. Erwin 

a. A study is done with NSLVE about enrollment and voting data that is able to give us 

our voting and registration rates. UMD is shown to have nearly 10% higher 

presidential voting rates when compared to other schools.  

i. Attached with the minutes  

7. Old Business 

a. R&E Director Position Enhancement Resolution  

i. Resolution is moved by Nick from the table to the floor; cody seconds 

1. Resolution passes 32-0-1  

8. New Business 

9. Governance Committee Updates 

a. Athletics 

i. Went over the Emergency Action plan from the Malosky stadium and the Field 

house  

b. Teaching and Learning 

c. Student Educational Experiences 

d. Strategic Planning and Budget  

i. Subcommittees are meeting. There will be questions coming from the 

strategic planning subcommittee in the next few weeks about budget cuts.  

e. Campus Climate Leadership 

i. Finished with 22.5% undergraduate student response from the CC survey 

ii. Let Nick know if you have anything you want added to the Campus Climate 

Leadership agenda 

f. Facilities  



i. About the CAMs building - we will be increasing our carbon footprint that goes 

against the goals of our campus. One suggestion for this was to buy a plot 

from MN Power Solar Farms.  

ii. Cina is scheduled to be done for the next school year.  

g. Assessment 

i. No report  

h. Liberal Education 

i. Discussed how Lib Ed courses are graded differently than other courses. 

Defined different terms and criteria for Liberal Education in general  

i. University Coordinating Council  

10. Cabinet Reports 

i. Vice President of Student Life – Cody Brumbaugh 

1. Met with Pat Keenan from Parking: 

a. Discussed adding a parking lot where the Stadium Apartments used to be. This 

would make up for about 100 spots.  

b. Mentioned putting a lot over Field 6 however this probably wouldn’t go over 

well with RSOP 

c. Discussed the idea of taking away some Green lots and turning them into 

Maroon. This would require freshmen to be put in a lottery to get a permit.  

i. Keenan would like SA to write up a physical report that he can bring to 

Facilities to show our support and ideas  

ii. FYI: Green permits are sold 1:1, Gold are 1:1 and Maroon are 1.4:1 

ii. Vice President of Academic Affairs – Nick Dalton 

1. Last week AA revised the current midterm grade alert policies  

a. Mack, Nick and Nathan E will be meeting with Dr. Pepper to discuss how to 

move these changes forward  

2. Will be revisiting the Bereavement policy  

3. Hoping to look into a mentoring program  

4. Late Night Library will be Sunday(13th)-Tuesday(15th) of finals week 

iii. Vice President of Administration and Finance – Isabel Miera 

1. Looking to get the Mayor Elect (Emily Larson) and the Vice Chancellor of Finance and 

Operations (Steve Keto) in to congress.  

2. April is Sexual Assault awareness month - hoping to get an Action Committee together 

to work on “It’s On Us” promotion  

3. Talk to Isabel if you’re interested in her position for next year - can sit on Student 

Service Fee committee with her.  



iv. Vice President of External Affairs – Rose Lindquist 

1. Life After the Dorms will be some time after Thanksgiving but before Winter break.  

2. If you’re interested in Rose’s position, please let her know!  

v. Rep. to the Board of Regents – Samantha Jensen 

1. No report  

vi. Freshman President – Mike Kenyanya 

1. Dodgeball tournament is this Friday (Nov 20th) - Freshman committee will be staffing  

2. Tabled last week and did surveys for the car-sharing program. Received 125 responses 

- 62.4% of the students said they would be in favor of this program.  

vii. President – Nathan Ernst 

1. Next semester, ​Congress will be at 6pm on Mondays  

2. Hoping to work more with campus safety - going to be meeting with Sean Huls from 

UMDPD to hopefully get some action steps to move this forward 

3. Sign up for MARC tabling on Thursday in LSBE’s Cyber Cafe!  

4. Decided in Exec to create a working group to create a mentorship program to match 

upperclassmen with underclassmen. This gives SA an opportunity to work with other 

students and departments on campus.  

5. Nathan will be sending out an interest form for those who are interesting in the Vice 

President of External Affairs position. Cabinet will review the forms and give a 

recommendation to Congress, and then Congress will vote on it.  

a. This interest form will be due December 4th. 

b. Congress will vote on the new member on December 7th   

6. December 7th congress will be held at Glensheen (mandatory).  

a. There will be an optional dinner afterwards at the Tavern.  

b. Email Erin and Nathan if you are able to go so we can make a reservation.  

11. Director and Professional Student Personnel Reports 

i. Bulldog Taxi – Jeffrey McVay 

1. No report  

ii. Better Neighbors – Mia Johnson 

1. Brittany Sorg is now the official Better Neighbors director!  

2. Going to be meeting with Julie Gronski about the CLEAN program  

3. If you have any ideas or suggestions for this position let Brittany know!  

iii. MARC – Katie Filkins 

1. Sign up for tabling this Thursday to help with MARC!  

a. See attached tabling sign up sheet  

2. One Stop is hoping to do a survey about the new registration format 



iv. Rules and Elections – Lydia Mwambi 

1. No report  

v. Senate Director – Mack Liebl 

1. No report  

vi. Legislative Certificate Program – Mati Hanson 

1. No report  

vii. Chief of Staff – Erin Gustafson 

1. No report  

viii. Systems Administrator – Rowan Bakke 

1. No report  

ix. Public Relations – Elise Viger 

1. Currently working on the positivity campaign - completed the case in the stairwell! 

The Instagram following is increasing.  

a. Tabling next week- Monday (10-2) in the Garage, Tuesday in the bus hub with 

fellow groups on campus.  

2. Debating whether or not we should move forward with SA’s new logo that would be 

used for social media.  

3. WIll be promoting some events: 

a. Life After the Dorms event 

b. MARC on Thursday 

c. Hockey guest video 

4. PR will meet after congress  

12. Advisor’s Minute 

13. Chair’s Corner 

14. Open Announcements 

a. Vocal Jazz concert is Friday at 7:30pm in Weber Music Hall ($5)  

15. Balla Award 

a. Isabel gives the Balla to Zane!  

16. Adjourn; 6:58pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 


