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radio as an important source of information. Another state reported that farmers
get agricultural news and information from radio more than any other source, State
FFA presidents, representing our up-and~-coming younger generation, indicate that 77
percent of them listen to radio daily for farm and other information. So we do know
radio is an important source of news and information for farmers.

And where do stations get this information? That varies from station to station, of
course. Much of it comes over the wire services such as United Press International
or Associated Press. Other comes from news releases from farm groups, county agents,
vo~ag instructors, USDA agencies, commercial concerns, and departments such as our
Department of Information and Agricultural Jourmalism at the University of Minnesota.
And then there is the fine personal coverage done by station personnel themselves
when they attend field days, county fairs, dairy days, winter shows, 4-H and FFA get-
togethers, to mention only a few of the many events they cover so well locally.

The University, as we mentioned earlier, provides stations with tapes such as this,
directly from the campus. Probably more important though are the programs provided

by our fellow University faculty members, county extension agents, Over 85 percent

of the counties in Minnesota have regular radio programs indicating how important

both they and the stations believe good reliable agricultural information is to the
state, Extension home economists in 50 counties have their own programs, too, bring-
ing other important extension information to homemakers everywhere. County Extension
programming amounts to about 25 hours per week in Minnesota with some county extension
offices having daily programs.

There are many others who also provide programs for stations. Let's hope we don't
forget someone here. There are the vo-ag teachers, the Soil Conservation Service,
the ASCS, banks, cooperatives, farm organizations, and many others, In fact, in
Minnesota the Farm Bureau, the Farmers Union, and the NFO all have regular programs
on many stations throughout the state. They have fine radio broadcasters working
for them who keep not only their members but also others interested in agriculture
informed on late breaking developments,

All in all, then we see that radio stations are doing a fine job in helping keep
farmers up-to-date in many areas of agriculture. And well they might because we
all know that agriculture is the base upon which so much of Minnesota economy de-
pends, We in agriculture and in education owe these stations our thanks for their
good work in reporting for and to agriculture.
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