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“21st Century Communities” is Theme
for ICI Kickoff on November 28

“Twenty-first century communities” is the theme for the 2007 Institute on Community
Integration’s (ICI) Community Kickoff on Wednesday, November 28. “Community” is
the Institute’s middle name, and the event, which will be held at the University's
McNamara Alumni Center from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., will include several speakers address-
ing community, including:

* Sherry Gray, a consultant who will talk about Offense Taken, a new documentary film
produced by ICI’s Jerry Smith and ACT, in partnership with Self-Advocates of Minne-
sota. The film is about restoring community in the wake of a recent controversy about
a Minneapolis comedy troupe’s show that mocked the accomplishments of people
with disabilities.

* Heidi Barajas, the College’s Associate Dean of Community Engagement, who will
speak on community and diversity.

Chiaki O’Brien, a weaver who uses the metaphor of the loom to teach people with dis-

sbilities and others how beauty and meaning spring from individuality, not the yardstick

of efficiency. She will bring two looms to the Kickoff, giving everybody at the event a

chance to weave.

In addition to the speakers, the Kickoff will include the presentation of ICI awards,
poster sessions by ICI centers and projects, fun activities with prizes, and lunch. Dennis
Olson of the Institute’s Expanding the Circle program will be master of ceremonies for
this year’s Kickoff.

An annual event, the Kickoff connects Institute staff and friends, celebrates ICI ac-
complishments, and shares information about the work of the Institute’s projects and
affiliated faculty, academic staff, support personnel, and research assistants. The Kickoff
Committee — comprised of Connie Burkhart, Laurene Christensen, Carrie Coslin, Me-
lissa Critchley-Rodriguez, Rachel Halvorson, Jennifer Huisken, Amy Kurowski, Shawn
Lawler, Kristi Liu, Beth Nelson, Dennis Olson, Meredith Salmi, and Pam Stenhjem — has
been organizing this event for the past two months. “Evaluations of the Kickoff are
always very positive,” committee chair Connie says. “It’s been popular and well-attended
—and we expect the same this year.”

E-mail invitations for the Kickoff were sent out November 12. This year, Megan
Dushin, Shawn Lawler, and Joelle Tegwen (all members of the ICI Web Team) adapted
the invite to automatically track the number of RSVPs by program area. The ICI pro-
gram aréa with most attendees will win prizes.

Projects and centers are encouraged to have poster sessions to share information
about their work; anybody interested in having displays should contact Carrie Coslin

1510001 @umn.edu or (612) 624-9893. For further information about the Kickoff,

case contact Connie at burkh021@umn.edu or (612) 626-8675.

Staff Update

* Staff Hires: None. Staff Depar-
tures: None.

e Finding Our Voice, a documentary
by Jerry Smith for ICI's Expand-
ing the Circle (ETC) projects,
was screened at the 32nd Annual
American Indian Film Festival in
San Francisco, November 2-10.
ICI's Brenda Blackhawk is one of
five people featured in the film.

e Christopher Watson (CEED)
attended the Infant and Early
Childhood Mental Health Systems
Summit in Milwaukee, October 11-
13. Delegates from 19 states shared
information and created strategic
plans for increasing systems capacity
to provide services to families.

* In September, the Minnesota
Department of Education re-
newed funding for the Minnesota
Paraprofessional Training Project
through June 2008. Teri Wallace
is principal investigator of the
ongoing project.

Dates to Remember...

* November 22-23: University
Closed

* November 27: Supervisor
Brown Bag, 10:30-12, 118 Pattee
Hall

* December 4: ICI Council, 10:30-
12, 118 Pattee Hall

¢ December 7: ICI Winter Gath-
ering, 11:30-1:30, Pattee Hall
Lobby



From the Front Office

News from ICI's Administrative Staff

» P&A Staff. Deadline for the online
Reporting of External Professional
Activities (REPA) for 2006-2007 was
November 5. P&A staff must complete
this end-of-year (8/26/06-08/25/07)
report even if they have no activities or
interests to report. Questions? Contact
Beth Nelson at 6-8042.

Open Enrollment. Open enrollment
for health and dental coverage for 2008
is November 1-30. Materials were sent
via campus mail and directory informa-
tion can found in the Front Office. To
enroll, visit Employee Benefits at http://
wwwl.umn.edu/ohr/benefits/index.
html/.

¢ 2007 Community Fund Drive. The

University’s 2007 Community Fund
Drive ended October 31. This year, ICI's
participation rate was 24%. A big thanks
to all who participated.

Supervisory Group. ICI's Supervisory
Group will meet on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 27 from 10:30-noon. A part of this
session will include the group watch-
ing a short video about non-defensive
communication with some discussion
following. The session will be facilitated
by Dee Anne Bonebright, Coordinator
Supervisory Training Program in the Of-
fice of Human Resources, and co-facili-
tated by Beth Nelson.

Miscellaneous

» Call for Pac Rim Papers. The 24th
Annual Pac Rim Conference is calling
for papers; deadline for submissions is
November 26. The conference will take
place at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel and
Resort in Honolulu, Hawaii on April 14-
15, 2008. Registration is now open. FFI,
visit www.pacrim.hawaii.edu

* Free Access to SAGE Publications.
SAGE Publications is offering free online
access to its over 460 journals and over
550,000 articles through November
30, 2007. Visit https://online.sagepub.
com/ and click on “Click here to register
for FREE ACCESS” for more details.

o TASH Conference. The theme of the
2007 TASH International Conference
is “Equity, Opportunity and Inclusion.”
It will be held December 6-8 in Seattle.
For over 30 years, the TASH conference
has been the largest and most progres-
sive conference in the nation focused
on strategies for achieving equity,
opportunities, and inclusion for people
with disabilities. Attendees of TASH
2007 will renew their sense of commu-
nity, re-ignite their passion for TASH's
mission, learn practical information
for immediate use, access the newest

research findings and innovations, and
get involved in current national issues
and policy debates. For information
and registration, visit http://www.tash.
org/2007tash/index.htm

Washington DC Internship. The
Microsoft-AAPD Federal Information
Technology (I.T.) Internship Program
was created in 2003 to provide under-
graduate students with disabilities who
have a demonstrated interest in L.T. ca-
reers with the opportunity to participate
in highly-sought-after federal intern-
ships. In 2008, this internship program
will provide 10 students with disabilities
with the opportunity to participate in an
11-week paid summer L.T. internship at
a federal agency in Washington, DC. Ap-
plication deadline: December 14, 2007.
FFI http://www.aapd.com/internships/
internship08/MS-AAPDinternInfo08.
htm

Birthdays. Laurene Christensen
(11/19), Maureen Hawes (11/20),
Sherri Larson (11/26), and Kathie
Alba (12/5). Did we miss your birth-
day? Let us know! Call 4-2380 or e-mail
kuro0008@umn.edu

Bits & Pieces

Information from the Institute’s Web
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and
Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512)

* New Publications. The following
new ICI publications are available:

— ICI Publications Catalog (Fall 2007).
Available from the Publications Office
and on the Web at http://ici.umn.
edu/products/ICI_Publications_
Catalog.pdf

— We Watch the City (2002). Produced by
the Media Productions Group at the
Institute’s Research and Training Cen-
ter on Community Living. Now avail-
able in DVD from the Publications Of-
fice or Jerry Smith (smith495@umn.
edu). The VHS version of this docu-
mentary film has been discontinued.

 Google Search on ICI Web Sites.
You can now use Google to search all
of ICI's Websites, or search for just
product- or project-related informa-
tion on our sites. This will help our
online audience find the information
they're looking for. Go to http://ici.
umn.edu/ and click Search to try it
out. Questions? Contact Megan
Dushin at dushi001@umn.edu or
6-8649.

Election Year Impact Issue Avail-
able. As we enter the 2008 election
year, you may want to make use of the
publication Impact: Feature Issue on
Political Activism and Voter Participa-
tion by Persons with Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities. Published
in 2004, its personal stories and
how-to articles are still inspiring and
timely.

* FYI Deadline. Items for the next
FYI should be submitted to Tom

in 109 Pattee Hall or e-mailed to
donag003@umn.edu by Tuesday,
December 11.



