Meet an ICI Partner...
Arc Minnesota

For over 20 years, the Institute on Commu-
nity Integration (ICI) and Arc Minnesota
have been partners in fulfilling a common
mission — ensuring full participation of
people with developmental disabilities in
local communities. Arc Minnesota carries
out this mission by promoting systems of
support and self-sufficiency for persons
with disabilities and their families, and
through advocating for their rights.

Concerned with the entire lifespan of
individuals with developmental disabilities,
and with all services or needs individuals
and their families may have, Arc Minnesota
makes its services and resources available
to all Minnesotans. With over 6,800
members in 40 chapters statewide, this
private, nonprofit, voluntary organization
is part of a nationwide network of Arcs that
reaches people on the local, state, and
national levels, forming the nation’s largest
advocacy organization for people with
developmental disabilities.

The national Arc movement began in
Minnesota over 50 years ago, at a time
when institutional care was substandard,
community alternatives were rarely
available, and people with developmental
disabilities and their families were isolated
from the rest of society. Since then, services
have improved dramatically, due in large
part to the efforts of the Arc. Currently, Arc
Minnesota provides:

* Educational programs that reach out
to parents and self-advocates, such as
workshops, publications addressing par-
ent concerns, and its newsletter, FOCUS.

* Aresource center that is open and free
of charge to Arc members and citizens in
Minnesota. Books, articles, and educa-
tional videos can be borrowed.
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e Chapter suppoﬁ services to local
chapters in the areas of developing
support services, sponsoring work-

shops, fundraising, and training leaders.
" » Information and referral services,

provided both by Arc Minnesota and
many of its chapters, to enable persons
with developmental disabilities and
their families to obtain needed services.

* Public policy development, influenc-
ing the formulation and imnplementa-
tion of public policies that affect Minne-
sotans with disabilities.

Over the past few years, Arc Minnesota
and ICI have worked together on a num-
ber of projects. They've collaborated on a
performance-based contracting project,
part of which involved training consumers
and family members on person-centered
planning. They'’re currently working on an
evaluation of the waivered services
program in Minnesota. In 1995, they
published A Guidebook on Consumer-
Controlled Housing for Minnesotans with
Developmental Disabilities. On an ongoing
basis, members from both organizations
work on a Developmental Disabilities
Community Stakeholders Group, and Arc
Minnesota staff participate in Public
Policy Forums sponsored by ICL. Charlie
Lakin of ICI serves as secretary of Arc
Minnesota’s board of directors, and many
other staff members have been involved in
the collaborative efforts of the two groups.

For more information on this powerful
advocate for Minnesotans with develop-
mental disabilities, contact Mike Gude,
Arc Minnesota, at 651/523-0823. If you're
interested in becoming an Arc member,
contact Ann Tuck, Arc Minnesota, at 651/
523-0823 or Charlie Lakin at 624-5005.

haus, Student Secretary for
School Age Services.
Staff Departures: Jean Chin,
Taylor Kearns, Sarah Jerstad,
Angela Schonewill.

* Mary McEvoy was recently ap-
pointed Interim Chair of the
Educational Psychology Department
in the College of Education and
Human Development.

¢ Martha Thurlow has been named
director of the National Center on
Educational Outcomes, Department
of Educational Psychology. Prior to
this appointment, she served as
associate director of the center.

Dates to Remember. ..

* Sept. 20: ICI Council Meeting,
9:30 a.m., 118 Pattee Hall

* Sept. 24: Pizza Forum, 12-1p.m.,
118 Pattee Hall

* Sept. 29: Meet the Freelancers,
12:45-2:45 p.m., 122 Nicholson Hall



From the Front Ofﬁce

News from ICl’s Administrative Staff

¢ Mark Your Calendars! The ICI Fall
Kickoff has been scheduled for Friday,
November 12 and will be held at the
Radisson Metrodome. The morning
session will be an orientation for staff
and students who haven’t yet partici-
pated in a formal ICI orientation, and
lunch and the afternoon session are -
intended for everyone. AILICI staff
and students are invited and encour-
aged to attend. Watch for more
information about the Kickoffin the
coming month, or call Kathie Wolff at
624-2380 with any questions.

» P&A Vacation Records. Vacation
records for this quarter (July-Septem-
ber) are due at the end of the month to
Beth in 107 Pattee. You are urged to
keep your records up to date quarterly.
Please see Beth if you have questions.

* Online Reporting Deadline Today.
The deadline for entering AAUAP data
online is September 15 (today).

Miscellaneous:

GRA Appointment Letters. Appoint-
ment letters for GRAs were sent to
supervisors on Monday, September 13.
Both supervisors and GRAs need to
verify information in the letter, and
both need to sign it and return it to
Beth in 107 Pattee. Questions should
be directed to Beth at 626-8042.

Attention New GRAs. If you have not
received a Health Benefits packet for
1999-2000, please see Amy in 102
Pattee or Beth in 107 Pattee. These
forms need to be filled out and sent to
the Health Insurance Office directly in
order for coverage to become effective.

Consumer Advisory Council
Orientation. The newly formed ICI
Consumer Advisory Council will hold
an orientation session on Tuesday,
September 21 from 11:00 — 1:30 p.m.
and again on September 23 from 5:00 -
7:30 p.m. If you'd like to attend either
of the sessions, call Kathie at 624-2380.

* Request for Proposals. The College
of Education and Human Development
is accepting proposals for the 2000-
2001 Literacy Summit Minigrant
Program. This program, an extension
of the 1999 Minnesota Literacy
Summit, is designed to impact directly
on literacy instruction in Minnesota
schools by providing funding for
University of Minnesota faculty to
collaborate with school personnel
involved in literacy projects. Any
academic faculty and/or professional
or administrative staff member from
the college working in an area related
to literacy is eligible to apply. Submit
four copies of your proposal to Literacy
Summit Minigrant Program, 207
Pattee Hall, no later than October 22,
1999. For additional information,
contact Tony Pellegrini at 625-4353.

* 2,000 by the Year 2000. The Religion
and Disability Program of the National
Organization on Disability (N.0.D.)

announces that over 550 congregations
have signed on to the 2,000 by the Year
2000 — Accessible Congregations
Campaign. The interfaith campaign,
which challenges America’s congrega-
tions to welcome people with all types
of disabilities as full and active partici-
pants, has received pledges from
congregations in all 50 states. The
campaign’s goal is to increase religious
participation of children and adults
with disabilities. For more information
about the campaign, contact N.O.D. at
202/293-5960, TDD 202/293-5968, or
send an email to: religion@nod.org.

* Birthdays. Lisa Gehrke (9/15), Ann

Arkell (9/22), Christopher Watson (9/
23), Robin Spanier (10/2), Kathie
Wolff (10/7), Mary Hayden (10/9),
Marco Vazquez (10/10), Sarah
Senseman (10/11), Ke Nicole Lei (10/
12), Colleen Kaibel (10/14), Gonzaga
daGama (10/15), Lucinda Hahn (10/15)

Bits & Pieces

Information from the Institute’s Web
Development Team (1 10 Pattee, 6-8649)
and Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512)

Web Group Activities

* Web Address Change. Thank you all
for your patience with the Web and
listserv address changes that we've
been forewarned about. Please watch
for an update on the ICI email list. If
you have not received messages on the
ICI email list, contact Jon Goldman at
626-1515. If you have questions about
the Web address change, contact
Megan Dushin at 626-8649.

* New Project Website. ICI's Multi-
State Outreach Project has developed a
new Website called “Positive Ap-
proaches to Problem Behavior for
Young Children with Disabilities.”
Check it out at: http.//ici2.coled.
umn.edu/multistate/

From the Publications Office

» Meet the Freelancers. This is an
opportunity for ICI project staff and
friends to become familiar with six of
the area’s freelance writers, editors,
graphic designers, and public rela-
tions/marketing planners. They are an
excellent alternate resource for those
times when your usual publications
support can’t meet your needs. The
event will be held on Wednesday,
September 29 from 12:45 - 2:45 p.m.
in 122 Nicholson Hall. To sign up, call
Vicki Gaylord at 624-6347 before
Friday, September 24.

¢ Recommended Reading. The
following publication is recommended
by the journal Reclaiming Children and
Youth in their 1999 Resource Directory:

Waging Peace in Our Schools — Resolv-
ing Conflict Creatively Programs
(RCCP) apply research on social and
emotional learning in hundreds of
schools throughout America. RCCP
cultivates positive values, tolerance and
respect, and gives students new
strategies for dealing with conflict.

To order books, call 888-647-2532.
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