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— LEADERSHIP LETTER ——

From the Chancellor
Dear Colleagues,
First day enroliment, while unofficial until October, has fewer people on campus this year than last and

online enrollment is also down from our all time high in Fall 2020. However the decline mostly is due to



lagging recruitment numbers because of the limitations COVID placed on in-person recruitment events
and campus visits. We believe COVID and its impact on the economy is affecting student willingness and
ability to enroll. We've got some exciting initiatives in the hopper that we think will help us to rebound.

These will start in January.

Do note, this is preliminary information. Official enroliment stats for all University of Minnesota campuses
will be available in early October to account for late registrations and/or movement of students among

colleges and campuses in the first weeks of the semester.

The number of students choosing to live on campus is just shy of 400, with more students choosing to live
on campus after their first year. Over the years we have had many regional students attending UMN
Crookston while concurrently completing their high school degree. To-date we have a record-setting 74
PSEO students enrolled with increases seen in both on campus and online delivery of Post Secondary

Enrollment Option (PSEO) credits.

COVID-19

We continue to closely follow state and federal guidance, public health data, science, and accompanying
trends, and the best advice of the University’s own medical and public health experts. We know that even
here on campus, some people are looking for credible information about the Covid vaccines. | encourage

you to visit the “Just the Vax Facts,” “Great Questions and Some Answers,” and the “Why and Where

FAQ" web pages with information from Jakub Tolar, the Dean of the University of Minnesota Medical
School and Vice President for Clinical Affairs. The University of Minnesota System requires compliance
with the Vax 2.0 program for all students including those completing courses online and those living in
other states and countries. We held a vaccination clinic on campus at the Wellness Center on Thursday,
Sept. 2 with 37 people choosing to get their vaccines. The clinic was part of the commitment the

University holds to the health and well-being of all our students.

Students have until October 8 to complete a survey documenting that they are vaccinated. The two
exemptions are a medical exemption, which requires a doctor’s signature on a UMN form, or a sincerely
held religious exemption, which requires a notarized signature by the student on a UMN form. As with our
other required immunizations, we will place a registration hold on the account of any students who do not

comply, and we will lift the hold as soon as they are in compliance.

As you know you are required to attest you have received the COVID-19 vaccination or are testing on a
regular basis if you have not received the immunization. This is due by September 17 or disciplinary

actions will be initiated. To-date about 70 percent of us have completed the form.

Facial Covering Compliance

The_UMN facial covering_policy requires that all students and employees properly wear a facial covering

when indoors or in an enclosed space. This is especially important given the highly contagious nature of
the Delta variant and strong scientific evidence that facial coverings are highly effective in preventing the

spread of Covid when worn properly.


https://clinicalaffairs.umn.edu/covid-19-updates/news/just-vax-facts
https://clinicalaffairs.umn.edu/covid-19-updates/news/great-questions-and-some-answers
https://clinicalaffairs.umn.edu/covid-19-updates/news/why-and-where-revisited-and-boosters
https://protectthenest.crk.umn.edu/health-safety/get-vax-20
https://safe-campus.umn.edu/return-campus/face-coverings

If you observe someone who is not complying with the policy, please encourage them to do so. If you
observe a student out of compliance more than once, send them a reminder. You can provide them with a

link to_ UMN Crookston’s Facial Covering_Policy and note that if you observe non-compliance again, you

will refer them to Dr. DeVoge, Dean of Student Engagement and Wellness, for disciplinary action. If it is an
employee, the referral should go to the individual’s supervisor with a copy to Griffin Gillespie, our HR
Director. While we are doing our best to enforce this policy, we need more than second-hand reports

about non-named individuals.

What to do if...
We’ve been receiving emails about “what to do if...”. As a first resource, | encourage you to visit UMN

Crookston’s “Protect the Nest” website (click on “Covid-19 Updates” from the homepage). If you scroll

down to the gold bar in the middle of the page, there is a “Get answers” link, and we will soon be adding a
link to Dr. Tolar’s Covid-19 Vax Facts page. Here are a couple common questions that are linked to the

answers.

e Where can | get more information about the vaccination requirements for students and faculty?

e Where can | go to get the vaccine in Minnesota? What about my students who live outside

Minnesota?

e Where can | go to submit my attestation as a UMN employee?

Maroon and Gold Fridays

Maroon and Gold Fridays are back. Remember to wear your maroon and gold! Regal the Golden Eagle,
students, faculty and/or staff will be visiting businesses on Fridays. Beginning September 2021 through
April 2022. Any participating and registered Maroon and Gold business/organization wearing maroon and
gold during that visit will win tickets to our athletics games. Winners will then be entered into a drawing to
win the grand prize of a $150 office party pack from a local establishment. Two office parties will be
awarded one at the end of fall and spring semesters, along with maroon and gold swag. Encourage

businesses to Register your business and/or organization to participate.

Athletic Events in Full Swing
Watch for our upcoming Teambacker Tailgate on Sunday, September 12 at 11:30. Come cheer on our

women'’s soccer team and their home opener vs Michigan Technological University; game starts at 1 p.m.

We will be celebrating the success of our baseball team with a short ceremony prior to the Alumni game

on Saturday, September 18. We hope to see you at these events and others.

Be well and go Golden Eagles,

Chancellor Mary


https://protectthenest.crk.umn.edu/health-safety/face-covering-policy-crookston-campus
https://protectthenest.crk.umn.edu/
https://protectthenest.crk.umn.edu/health-safety/get-vax-20
https://mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/find-vaccine/locations/index.jsp
https://www.vaccines.gov/
https://z.umn.edu/certify
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePbcLwD3dRxSW5xZfrgkY2zk7XKa9bWG-QYFKuhrDRSI4RCw/viewform
https://events.crk.umn.edu/event/university_of_minnesota_crookston_womens_soccer_vs_michigan_technological_university_7989#.YSvBPo5Kg2w

CAMPUS UPDATES

University Health and Safety Mask Support Program
University Health and Safety has recently developed a system wide Mask Support Program. The program

is designed to help you choose a high-quality mask and provide instructions on its use and care to
minimize transmission of respiratory diseases including COVID-19. In addition, the online training module
Recommended Masks for COVID-19 reviews specifics about each mask.

If you are interested in trying out any of the recommended masks email Kim Jenkins, University
Environmental Health and Safety Specialist, to schedule an appointment. She has a limited number of
masks available for face fitting and can assist with additional information/coaching/fitting guidance. Please
complete the Voluntary Use Respiratory Protection Training prior to your appointment.

Any additional supplies will need to be requested through your college or department. Additional ordering
information is available on the Mask Support Program webpage.

Health Services

The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) is offering free COVID PCR saliva test kits. Test kits are for
staff and students. Testing for COVID -19 is very important to keep ourselves, family, friends and our
community safe. Check out the MDH link to figure out when you should get tested for COVID -19.

> EVENTS

Maroon and Gold Fridays are back!
Maroon and Gold Fridays is a Community outreach effort within Crookston, and the surrounding area, to
show support and camaraderie between businesses, organizations and the University of Minnesota

Crookston. Show your spirit every day, and especially on Friday! If you need some swag, check out the
campus Bookstore, while supplies last, there are $9.99 tees for sale.

Chalk it Up

Join the Downtown Crookston Development Partnership (DCDP) Saturday, September 11th from 9am-
4pm in Downtown Crookston, MN. This annual Chalk It Up is a community/family event open to all ages,
we invite everyone to join us from the surrounding communities to create artwork, come walk around and
enjoy all the art.

UMN Crookston Bookstore

September 13th maroon and gold tees go on sale for $9.99, four colors (maroon, heathered maroon, gold,
and heathered gray), small to 3XL. September 17th the Bookstore will host its first maroon and gold sale.
Al clothing and gifts will be 20% off. (excluding the $9.99 tees)

UMC Teambackers

This year’'s membership drive is underway, watch your mailboxes for information and for an upcoming visit
from Michelle Christopherson. Consider a Teambackers membership, your contribution will help support
athletic initiatives and scholarships at UMN Crookston. Contact Michelle Christopherson at
mchristo@umn.edu or 218.281.8369 Upcoming UMC Tailgates: Sept. 12 and September 18.



https://www.uhs.umn.edu/university-health-and-safety-mask-support-program
https://training.umn.edu/courses/23766
http://jenk0004@crk.umn.edu/
https://training.umn.edu/courses/18561
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/materials/testrecs.pdf
https://events.crk.umn.edu/
https://www.crk.umn.edu/units/outreach-and-engagement
https://bookstores.umn.edu/?store=crookston
https://bookstores.umn.edu/?store=crookston
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/2011/1/30/TBACKERS_0130110410.aspx
mailto:mchristo@umn.edu
https://events.crk.umn.edu/event/teambacker_tailgate_-_soccer_home_opener#.YTehXZ1Kg2w
https://events.crk.umn.edu/event/baseball_celebration_-_may_2021_nsic_tourney_recognition_and_tailgate#.YTetip1Kg2w

