
Approved 10-4-17 
Teaching & Learning Committee 

September 20, 2017, 3:00 pm (Meeting #2) 
 

Present: Paul Bates, Lynette Carlson, Stacy Crawford, Mindy Granley, Sarah Hatfield, Kristen Hylenski, 
Rachel Inselman, Jill Jenson, Rick LaCaille, Jerry Pepper, Burke Scarborough, David Short, Hua Tang, 
Maureen Tobin-Stanley, Pete Willemsen, Emilie Zeibarth 
Absent: Jannifer David, Austin Evenson, Sanjay Goel, Janet Pribyl 
Guests: Wendy Larrivy, Katie Jackson, Anne Hinderliter 
 
The minutes from the 9-6-17 meeting were approved.  
 
Election of vice chair 
A motion was made and seconded to elect David Short as Vice Chair. Motion approved.  
 
The Assessment subcommittee met last week and discussed potential changes to the excused absence 
policy. There were no concerns on this having a negative effect on student learning. The committee 
discussed the change in bylaws regarding elected representatives to the assessment committee. New 
language indicates that voting members must be either a program assessment liaison (PAL) or a member 
of the unit’s structure for oversight of assessment. The assessment committee made the decision to 
grandfather in those individuals who did not meet this criteria, with the caveat that they attend a peer 
review meeting or a PALS session. It was suggested that the election process be modified next year to 
help address this issue.  
 
Shared governance policy form/workflow 
Wendy Larrivy presented a brief overview on the new Policy Recommendation, Review & Approval 
form. The form is currently being revised (the section on risk is being eliminated) and will be updated 
online shortly. The committee chair, vice chair, or other member can fill out the form. Subcommittees do 
not have to go through a primary committee to complete this form, and other campus constituents can 
bring forward items as well. The form applies to both existing policies or proposed new policies. Once the 
form is submitted, it then goes to UCC for routing to other committees as appropriate. Policies will be 
tracked as they travel through the governance system. A member asked if UCC has the authority to 
unilaterally make changes to a policy or would the policy be sent back to the appropriate committee to 
make those changes? The spirit is to have broad participation, not for UCC to have sole authority. Wendy 
noted it most likely would go back to a committee. Are non-academic policies not included in this 
process? Wendy noted that as a means of tracking, all policy items should go through this process. A 
member commented that there are other policies housed in different areas, and that a more operational 
policy library be developed. It was noted that agenda items can continue to be handled as they have been 
in the past.  
 
Crowd-source materials 
Katie Jackson from the Office of Student Conduct, and Anne Hinderliter, department of Chemistry, led a 
discussion on the increased use of crowd-sourced sites (such as Chegg or Course Hero) where students 
can get answers to homework assignments or exam questions. This is considered scholastic dishonesty as 
noted in the Appropriate Use of Class Notes and Course Material policy and the  
University of Minnesota Board of Regents Student Conduct Code policy. Many students are likely under 
the impression that the notes that they take in class are their own property, to do with what they choose. 
Faculty need to do more to make sure students are aware of these policies. It was suggested that this be 
made very explicit in course syllabi and discussed on the first day of class. Is there a way to identify 
current students who are using these sites, and if so, how do we respond? A faculty member noted that 

http://d.umn.edu/academic-affairs/academic-policies/classroom-policies/course-notes-and-materials
https://regents.umn.edu/sites/regents.umn.edu/files/policies/Student_Conduct_Code.pdf


using Turnitin to help detect plagiarism is easy to use and is now even easier with Canvas. Given that 
existing policy already addresses this, it was suggested that an effort be made to increase awareness of 
this issue. Committee members were encouraged to take this issue back to their constituencies, including 
Student Association. Suggestions for additional ways to address this issue are welcome.  
 
Excused absence policy  
This item was tabled until our next meeting.  
 
Meeting adjourned 4:30 pm 
 
 
 


