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Golden Eagles Travel to Duluth to Take on Minnesota Duluth

After splitting with the University of Mary a weekend ago, the Golden

Eagles will head east as they travel to Duluth to take on the Bulldogs

of Minnesota Duluth.

The Golden Eagles earned their first conference win of the season on Friday night over the Marauders, making 11 threes

on their way to a double-digit win. It was the first double-digit win for the Golden Eagles since Feb., 14 of last season.

The Golden Eagles and Bulldogs have played some fun basketball games in the past. In the second to last game of the

regular season last year, the Golden Eagles had a lead as big as 22, before the Bulldogs came storming back to shock the

Golden Eagles in Crookston. The Bulldogs are currently 2-5 on the season and have lost four in a row.

BISHOP STRONG

The Golden Eagles family is dealing with a major loss to its family. Former KROX announcer Matt Bishop passed away in

December after a long battle with cancer. Matt loved announcing Golden Eagle games and will always be a part of the

Golden Eagle family.

CHANGE THE NARRATIVE

Since the 2013-14 season, the Bulldogs and Golden Eagles have played twice a year for a total of 14 times. The Golden

Eagles haven't won in Duluth in seven tries since that season. The Golden Eagles have been close, falling 75-71 in 2018

and losing 76-67 in 2019 at Romano Gymnasium. The Golden Eagles will look to change that this weekend.

YOU LIKE THAT!?

This past weekend, Minnesota Crookston shot the three ball incredibly well. In the win on Friday, Minnesota Crookston

made a season-high 11 makes from deep, including a career-high three from Dilling and five from Dixon. Ibu Jassey

Demba, Brian Sitzmann and Georges Darwiche each had a make from deep as well. On Saturday, Dixon buried four from

deep, while Jassey Demba made three. If the Golden Eagles can make double-digit threes this weekend against the

Bulldogs, they should have a good chance to knock off UMD.

THEY COME FROM THE BEAVER STATE

Leonard Dixon was the first signee in the recruiting class for Dan Weisse this past season. Fellow Oregon native Ethan

Channel wasn't far behind Dixon in signing to be a Golden Eagle. Currently, both players have been huge on the offensive

side of the ball for the Golden Eagles. Despite the fact that Channel had to sit out this weekend due to injury, he is just

one of three players to average double-digits this season. The other one is Dixon, who is one of the best shooters in the

conference. Dixon is 19th in the NSIC with 2.1 makes from deep this season. Dixon collected his second double-double of

his young career in Friday night's win over UMary.

FRESHMAN SENSATION

It took a while for freshman Josh Dilling to get his feet wet, but once he did, the lefty from Oshkosh, Wis., has not stepped

out of the water. The first-year man has scored double-digits in six games this season, including a career-high 27 points

on 10-16 shooting from the field. In his last three games, Dilling has made 25 shots from the field on 44 attempts. Even

more impressive is the fact that Dilling has missed just one free throw on his 27 attempts, which ranks 14th in the nation.

Dilling also leads the Golden Eagles in scoring at 13.1 points per game. The last freshman to lead Minnesota Crookston in

scoring was Harrison Cleary, who is the NSIC's all-time leading scorer.

FIND THE OPEN MAN

Although Georges Darwiche, a transfer from Siena College only scored six points on the weekend, Darwiche was the floor

general this weekend. Darwiche dished out eight assists to no turnovers in Friday's win. On Saturday, the Romanian native

also collected five assists. In the last three games, Darwiche has dished out 17 assists to just one turnover. With Dilling

already in the fold, the backcourt might be set for years to come for Minnesota Crookston.

BIG WEEKEND AHEAD

Although the Golden Eagles are 1-7 in the conference, the season is far from over. Heading into this weekend, both the

Bulldogs and Golden Eagles currently have just one win in the conference. UMary is currently in the fourth and final spot

at 4-4 in the North division to make the NSIC playoffs. If either team wants to play postseason basketball, this weekend is

huge for both Minnesota Crookston and Minnesota Duluth.

Game Information

Friday, Feb. 5

6 P.M.

Minnesota Crookston at Minnesota Duluth

Romano Gymnasium

Live Stats – https://umdbulldogs.com/sidearmstats/mbball/summary

Live Video - https://nsicnetwork.com/umdbulldogs/

Game Information

Saturday, Feb. 6

6 P.M.

Minnesota Crookston at Minnesota Duluth

Romano Gymnasium

Live Stats – https://umdbulldogs.com/sidearmstats/mbball/summary

Live Video - https://nsicnetwork.com/umdbulldogs/

2020-21 NSIC Rankings

Scoring Offense: 14th

Scoring Defense: 12th

Scoring Margin: 14th

Free Throw Pct.: 3rd

Field Goal Pct.: 12th

Field Goal Pct. Defense: 14th

3-Point Field Goal Pct.: 13th

3-Point Field Goal Pct. Defense: 7th

Rebounding Offense: 15th

Rebounding Defense: 14th

Rebounding Margin: 12th

Offensive Rebounds: 12th

Defensive Rebounds: 14th

Blocked Shots: 10th

Assists: 12th

Steals: 13th

Turnover Margin: 12th

Assist/Turnover Ratio: 12th 

Weekly Snapshot

Minnesota Crookston

Projected Starters

Jr. PG 1 George Darwiche (6-1 188, Bucharest, Romania) 7.3 PPG, 1.9 RPG

R-Jr. SG 14 Brian Sitzmann (6-4 192, Savage, Minn.) 9.6 PPG, 2.8 RPG

Fr. G 12 Josh Dilling (6-4, 180, Oshkosh, Wis.) 13.1 PPG, 3.9 RPG

Sr. PF 10 Ibu Jassey Demba (6-7 200, Birmingham, England) 7.8 PPG, 5.8 RPG

Jr. F 3 Leonard Dixon (6-7, 200, Demascus, Ore.) 10.7 PPG, 4.5 RPG

Top Bench Players

R-So. G 2 Zach Westphal (6-2, 155, West Fargo, N.D.) 2.3 PPG,

Jr. F/C 23 Morgan Carter (6-7, 215, Porthcawl, Wales) 3.0 PPG, 2.5 RPG

Jr. G 11 Ethan Channel (6-4, 190, Beaverton, Ore.) 10.2 PPG, 5.0 RPG

So. G/F 22 Quintin Winterfeldt (6-4 195, Waupun, Wis.) 4.8 PPG, 1.0 RPG

Fr. G 13 Tyrese Shines (6-3, 190, La Grange, Ill.) 0.5 PPG

University of Minnesota Duluth

Projected Starters

Fr. G 1 Joshua Brown (6-4, 175, Minneapolis, Minn.) 13.4 PPG, 4.7 RPG

Fr. G 2 Zach Lea (6-4, 190, Chaska, Minn.) 3.1 PPG, 2.3 RPG

R-So. G 22 Drew Blair (6-5, 185, Stevens Point, Wis.) 18.7 PPG, 4.1 RPG

Fr. F 24 Charlie Katona (6-6, 195, Shakopee, Minn.) 9.3 PPG, 4.3 RPG

Fr. F 32 Austin Andrews (6-6, 210, Eden Prairie, Minn.) 13.6 PPG, 8.1 RPG

Top Bench Players

So. G 4 Jack Middleton (6-5, 180, Edina, Minn.) 12.8 PPG, 4.0 RPG

R-Fr. F 31 Cole Nicholson (6-6, 205, Chaska, Minn.) 3.0 PPG

Jr. G 23 Mason Steffen (6-3, 175, Waunakee, Wis.) 2.6 PPG

STUDY THE OPPONENT

Minnesota Duluth

The Bulldogs are a young, but talented team. Young might be an understatement. The Bulldogs don't have a senior on

their roster this season and have a whopping seven true freshmen on their roster and one redshirt sophomore. The

Bulldogs have had some growing pains this season, but their roster is full of talented youngsters.

HE DREW A PICTURE

Redshirt sophomore forward Drew Blair is really, really good. Blair was a member of the All-NSIC second team in his first

year as a Bulldog last year after starting 30 games and averaging over 15 points per game. This season, Blair is scoring at

a 18.7 points per game clip, which is fourth in the conference. Blair has scored more than 10 points in every game but one.

The Stevens Point, Wis., native hardly comes out of the game, as he sits sixth in the conference playing almost 36

minutes per game.

YOUNG GUNS

As mentioned above, the Bulldogs are young, not having a senior on their roster. Three of the Bulldogs top five scorers

are freshmen, including Austin Andrews and Joshua Brown, who are second and third on the Bulldogs in scoring,

respectively. Andrews also is sixth in the conference in rebounding. Head coach Justin Wieck has to be excited about the

future in Duluth.

LAUNCH FROM DEEP

This weekend will be a very interesting test for the Golden Eagles. Traditionally, the Bulldogs have shot the ball well from

deep. Although they haven't been as good this season as in the past, they do have a game where they made 13 three's in

a win over Winona State in the season opener. The Golden Eagles have been pretty good preventing the three ball this

season, allowing teams to shoot just 34.3 percent from deep, which is good for seventh in the NSIC.

WHAT TO WATCH

1. Can Minnesota Crookston get a win in Romano Gymnasium?

2. Battle of the guards

3. Rebounding could decide the weekend

4. Both teams looking to stay in the hunt for the playoffs

5. Both Head Coaches come from Minnesota State University Moorhead
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This past weekend, Minnesota Crookston shot the three ball incredibly well. In the win on Friday, Minnesota Crookston 

made a season-high 11 makes from deep, including a career-high three from Dilling and five from Dixon. /bu Jassey 

Demba, Brian Sitzmann and Georges Darwiche each had a make from deep as well. On Saturday, Dixon buried four from 

deep, while Jassey Demba made three. If the Golden Eagles can make double-digit threes this weekend against the 

Bulldogs, they should have a good chance to knock off UMD. 

THEY COME FROM THE BEAVER STATE 

Leonard Dixon was the first signee in the recruiting class for Dan Weisse this past season. Fellow Oregon native Ethan 

Channel wasn't far behind Dixon in signing to be a Golden Eagle. Currently, both players have been huge on the offensive 

side of the ball for the Golden Eagles. Despite the fact that Channel had to sit out this weekend due to injury, he is just 

one of three players to average double-digits this season. The other one is Dixon, who is one of the best shooters in the 

conference. Dixon is 19" in the NSIC with 2.1 makes from deep this season. Dixon collected his second double-double of 

his young career in Friday night's win over UMary. 

FRESHMAN SENSATION 

It took a while for freshman Josh Dilling to get his feet wet, but once he did, the lefty from Oshkosh, Wis., has not stepped 

out of the water. The first-year man has scored double-digits in six games this season, including a career-high 27 points 

on 10-16 shooting from the field. In his last three games, Dilling has made 25 shots from the field on 44 attempts. Even 

more impressive is the fact that Dilling has missed just one free throw on his 27 attempts, which ranks 14" in the nation. 

Dilling also leads the Golden Eagles in scoring at 13.1 points per game. The last freshman to lead Minnesota Crookston in 

scoring was Harrison Cleary, who is the NSIC's all-time leading scorer. 

FIND THE OPEN MAN 

Although Georges Darwiche, a transfer from Siena College only scored six points on the weekend, Darwiche was the floor 

general this weekend. Darwiche dished out eight assists to no turnovers in Friday's win. On Saturday, the Romanian native 

also collected five assists. In the last three games, Darwiche has dished out 17 assists to just one turnover. With Dilling 

already in the fold, the backcourt might be set for years to come for Minnesota Crookston. 

BIG WEEKEND AHEAD 

Although the Golden Eagles are 1-7 in the conference, the season is far from over. Heading into this weekend, both the 

Bulldogs and Golden Eagles currently have just one win in the conference. UMary is currently in the fourth and final spot 

at 4-4 in the North division to make the NSIC playoffs. If either team wants to play postseason basketball, this weekend is 

huge for both Minnesota Crookston and Minnesota Duluth. 
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Weekly Snapshot 

Minnesota Crookston 

Projected Starters 

Jr. PG 1 George Darwiche (6-1 188, Bucharest, Romania) 7.3 PPG, 1.9 RPG 

R-Jr. SG 14 Brian Sitzmann (6-4 192, Savage, Minn.) 9.6 PPG, 2.8 RPG 

Fr. G 12 Josh Dilling (6-4, 180, Oshkosh, Wis.) 13.1 PPG, 3.9 RPG 

Sr. PF 10 /bu Jassey Demba (6-7 200, Birmingham, England) 7.8 PPG, 5.8 RPG 

Jr. F 3 Leonard Dixon (6-7, 200, Demascus, Ore.) 10.7 PPG, 4.5 RPG 

Top Bench Players 

R-So. G 2 Zach Westphal (6-2, 155, West Fargo, N.D.) 2.3 PPG, 

Jr. F/C 23 Morgan Carter (6-7, 215, Porthcawl, Wales) 3.0 PPG, 2.5 RPG 

Jr. G 11 Ethan Channel! (6-4, 190, Beaverton, Ore.) 10.2 PPG, 5.0 RPG 

So. G/F 22 Quintin Winterfeldt (6-4 195, Waupun, Wis.) 4.8 PPG, 1.0 RPG 

Fr. G 13 Tyrese Shines (6-3, 190, La Grange, Ill.) 0.5 PPG 

University of Minnesota Duluth 

Projected Starters 

Fr. G 1 Joshua Brown (6-4, 175, Minneapolis, Minn.) 13.4 PPG, 4.7 RPG 

Fr. G 2 Zach Lea (6-4, 190, Chaska, Minn.) 3.1 PPG, 2.3 RPG 

R-So. G 22 Drew Blair (6-5, 185, Stevens Point, Wis.) 18.7 PPG, 4.1 RPG 

Fr. F 24 Charlie Katona (6-6, 195, Shakopee, Minn.) 9.3 PPG, 4.3 RPG 

Fr. F 32 Austin Andrews (6-6, 210, Eden Prairie, Minn.) 13.6 PPG, 8.1 RPG 

Top Bench Players 

So. G 4 Jack Middleton (6-5, 180, Edina, Minn.) 12.8 PPG, 4.0 RPG 

R-Fr. F 31 Cole Nicholson (6-6, 205, Chaska, Minn.) 3.0 PPG 

Jr. G 23 Mason Steffen (6-3, 175, Waunakee, Wis.) 2.6 PPG 

STUDY THE OPPONENT 

Minnesota Duluth 

The Bulldogs are a young, but talented team. Young might be an understatement. The Bulldogs don't have a senior on 

their roster this season and have a whopping seven true freshmen on their roster and one redshirt sophomore. The 

Bulldogs have had some growing pains this season, but their roster is full of talented youngsters. 

HE DREW A PICTURE 

Redshirt sophomore forward Drew Blair is really, really good. Blair was a member of the AIl-NSIC second team in his first 

year as a Bulldog last year after starting 30 games and averaging over 15 points per game. This season, Blair is scoring at 

a 18.7 points per game clip, which is fourth in the conference. Blair has scored more than 10 points in every game but one. 

The Stevens Point, Wis., native hardly comes out of the game, as he sits sixth in the conference playing almost 36 

minutes per game. 

YOUNG GUNS 

As mentioned above, the Bulldogs are young, not having a senior on their roster. Three of the Bulldogs top five scorers 

are freshmen, including Austin Andrews and Joshua Brown, who are second and third on the Bulldogs in scoring, 

respectively. Andrews also is sixth in the conference in rebounding. Head coach Justin Wieck has to be excited about the 

future in Duluth. 

LAUNCH FROM DEEP 

This weekend will be a very interesting test for the Golden Eagles. Traditionally, the Bulldogs have shot the ball well from 

deep. Although they haven't been as good this season as in the past, they do have a game where they made 13 three's in 

a win over Winona State in the season opener. The Golden Eagles have been pretty good preventing the three ball this 

season, allowing teams to shoot just 34.3 percent from deep, which is good for seventh in the NSIC. 

WHAT TO WATCH 

1. Can Minnesota Crookston get a win in Romano Gymnasium? 

2. Battle of the guards 

3. Rebounding could decide the weekend 

4. Both teams looking to stay in the hunt for the playoffs 

5. Both Head Coaches come from Minnesota State University Moorhead 
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