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U.S. Representative Kelly Morrison recently invited disability advocates to share

their personal stories of how deep cuts to Medicaid services in recent federal

legislation would affect their lives and personal freedom.

"Medicaid cannot be cut without destroying the people who depend on it," said

Samantha Lademann (pictured in wheelchair), 43, a person with cerebral palsy.

"This bill denies our humanity and will be devastating. I will have no other choice

but to live in a nursing home, as I cannot afford to pay for [care from] my direct

support professional."

ICI’s Mary Hauff and Kristin Dean, both parents of adults with disabilities, also

spoke at the event at Morrison’s Plymouth office. Several other advocates from

Minnesota’s 3rd Congressional district were also included. Morrison urged the

group to continue speaking out about how the legislation affects their lives.

Learn more about the disability rights roundtable.

MIHEC Conference: Transformation
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Raising awareness about higher education options for students with intellectual

and/or developmental disabilities (IDD), the Minnesota Inclusive Higher Education

Consortium (MIHEC) will present its annual conference on September 23.

Beth Myers of Syracuse University will share how inclusive education has

transformed her campus and demonstrated the academic, cultural, and social

benefits of meaningful inclusion. Christi Casa, a special education professor at the

University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, will discuss the process of supporting

students to be successful in a college environment. Consultants Linda and Brian

Schubring will offer strategies for leading transformative change in challenging and

uncertain times.

Transformation, in fact, is the overall theme of this year’s virtual event, celebrating

the changes taking place on college campuses that are including students with

IDD. The focus is not only on how postsecondary options can improve outcomes

for students with disabilities, but also on how including these students can enrich

the entire campus community and culture. Kal-el Spears (pictured) is an example;

he is a prospective college student from Red Lake who is featured on the MIHEC

website.

More colleges and universities in Minnesota and around the country are opening

their doors to students with IDD, said Mary Hauff, MIHEC’s director. The Institute

on Community Integration is the host organization for the MIHEC technical

assistance center. Under competitive grants from the Minnesota Office of Higher

Education this year, Lake Superior College, Normandale Community College, and

Central Lakes College are starting or expanding enrollment to students with IDD.

View a map of current and proposed programs in the state with prospective

student data in each region.

"We recognize this is a very challenging time for higher education, and yet there

are Minnesota students with IDD who do not have access or the opportunity to

choose to go to college," Hauff said. "Even though we are faced with a lot of

challenges, we cannot wait. The students cannot wait."

Reserve your spot by registering today.
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Recently featured on ICI's Facebook page

"Loneliness is sometimes a byproduct of not being a part of a community. And I

think one of the things that we need to continue to advocate for and to work

towards is creating those communities." Read the Shervheim family’s story in

Impact. https://z.umn.edu/apif

New Releases

RISP Data Byte: RISP Data in
the Media: Telling the Story
of IDD Services

Authors: Sheryl A. Larson, Kelly Nye-

Lengerman, and Jon Neidorf

This RISP Data Byte provides information about using data from ICI's Residential

Information Systems Project (RISP) as a powerful way to tell the story of residential

services for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). It

transforms complex statistics into a compelling narrative, influencing policy,

funding commitments, and public education. RISP moves beyond simply stating

numbers and instead uses them to illustrate the human impact of services and the

value of continued funding for residential and community supports. Using RISP
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data in the media is a critical advocacy strategy that highlights the impact, reaches

a wider audience, and builds a strong case for funding. Published by RISP and part

of the RISP Data Bytes series.

Momentum: Fall 2025  

Editor: Mary Hauff

This issue of Momentum opens with Kal-el

Spears, a prospective college student from Red

Lake. The News section features an inclusive

higher education needs assessment and a visit

to the University of Alaska Anchorage. The

newsletter also contains upcoming events,

notably the Minnesota Inclusive Higher

Education Conference on September 23. The

newsletter concludes with resources.

Momentum  is a quarterly newsletter published

by ICI's Minnesota Inclusive Higher Education Consortium (MIHEC).

MTI Quarterly Trainings: Staying the Course:
Navigating the Ups and Downs of Provider
Transformation  
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Before the Minnesota Transformation Initiative (MTI) took shape, several provider

organizations across the state received support for their transformation efforts

through the 2018-20 Minnesota Technical Assistance Project (MN-TAP). Years later,

what does transformation look like for these organizations today? In this webinar,

 we revisit the hands-on experiences of provider organizations and their leadership

staff who began shifting their business models and service practices to support

competitive integrated employment and community life engagement outcomes

before more formal initiatives were established. Staff from several agencies shared

their reflections on what the process looked like, including the challenges

encountered, lessons they learned, and how those early efforts have shaped the

way they operate today. This webinar is part of the MTI Quarterly Trainings series.

Rethinking What Works:
September 2025  

Editors: Beth Wike and Danielle Mahoehney

This issue of Rethinking What Works spotlights

the upcoming MN APSE conference, which

MTI is sponsoring, and MTI's latest Quarterly

Training on provider transformation. The

newsletter concludes with upcoming trainings,

an announcement, and new resources. Part of

MTI's Rethinking What Works  monthly

newsletter series.
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Boldly Challenging Ableism: New Episodes  

Host: Katrina Simons

Producer: Pete McCauley

Boldly Challenging Ableism exposes ableism and dismantles myths that

marginalize people with disabilities. Host Katrina Simons uses her lifelong

disability and her advocacy experiences at ICI to boldly and irreverently go where

everyone has gone before—to issues like employment, housing, justice, education,

and culture. She brings along enough humor and an approachable style that you'll

be thinking anew about what community inclusion really means. Boldly

Challenging Ableism is both an AM950 Radio broadcast and an ICI podcast.

Episode 12: Jen Sommerness on Ableism in Education

Episode 11: Katherine McLaughlin, Founder and CEO, Elevatus Training

Journal Articles Published  

Dinora, P., Stone, E., Kidney, C., Caldwell, J., Brown-Ennis, R., & Bershadsky, J.

(2025). The role of healthcare financing and delivery systems to promote health for

https://click.ecommunications2.umn.edu/?qs=901472b2cc7d3a218d7adbd057ece391a52f172e12c79c2c71b437485a7f039c9dd6c4640ed50477d27b65b8205ddbc31b34e55813028a63
https://click.ecommunications2.umn.edu/?qs=901472b2cc7d3a218d7adbd057ece391a52f172e12c79c2c71b437485a7f039c9dd6c4640ed50477d27b65b8205ddbc31b34e55813028a63
https://click.ecommunications2.umn.edu/?qs=901472b2cc7d3a2113441c1e1b8d9cbe444d503b6ad48dd74880532a0d7c576f45da7c92d421c9d24143db53c086470b6e323bcba73e1b90
https://click.ecommunications2.umn.edu/?qs=901472b2cc7d3a216828f600882c1b13a1b8e4e1a5edebee70b45965c15d576ae4633d69528828a773a88524a0be0d0c5cccbac785128add
https://click.ecommunications2.umn.edu/?qs=901472b2cc7d3a211c89d5b809be3eca7aa5c3b0d4c95924a3655f10a4cf6eaea3a115ac1dec2bf6d6aa9078c8975a206917a2ba21ad9c1f
https://click.ecommunications2.umn.edu/?qs=27d94cdc77a7e33b21fbaa304904e8d39ef77c3bf11ad3e13df2fe33cc1c38b76c899cb7fd4e237e4fe45b76be7f6ae8429cb150f001b70e
https://click.ecommunications2.umn.edu/?qs=27d94cdc77a7e33bbd44f5f484752873108f119d686ac601dfbdb7ada271f72f343d01d11affb044d2932a2f021133c3fe888019537d9f6e


people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Inclusion, 13(3), 175–

189.  https://doi.org/10.1352/2326-6988-13.3.175

DiSipio, M., Goldschmidt, J., Lewis, C., McGinley, J., Morris, M., Peterson, L.,

Tichá, R., Traci, M. A., & Turner Wilson, J. (2025). Social Determinants of Health

Strand: Recommendations of the National Goals on Health Equity Working

Meeting. Inclusion, 13(3), 222–228.  https://doi.org/10.1352/2326-6988-13.3.222

Events and Announcements

Check & Connect Trainings

October 7 and 8–9

University of Minnesota
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Masonic Institute for the Developing Brain

2025 East River Parkway

Minneapolis, Minnesota

ICI's Check & Connect will offer in-person trainings this fall at the program's national

office in Minneapolis. The Coordinator training will be held on October 7, while the

Mentor training will be a two-day event on October 8–9. The program enhances

student engagement through relationship-building, problem-solving, capacity-

building, and persistence in school. Established in 1990, Check & Connect is the only

program that the U.S. Department of Education's What Works Clearinghouse found to

have positive effects on staying in school. Registration is open.

 

The University of Minnesota’s Masonic Institute for the Developing Brain is seeking

providers or care connectors (such as clinical providers, educators, or social workers)

to participate in a research study. The study, "Patterns in Access to Developmental

Behavioral Health Supports for Children," aims to better understand community

needs and experiences in accessing mental, emotional, developmental, and

behavioral healthcare and support for children in geographically dispersed, highly

mobile, and/or military-connected families. Participation involves completing a series

of brief surveys. Learn more and enroll in the study.
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Kris Foss, Chet Tschetter, and Barbara

Kleist: Foss  (pictured) facilitated a webinar and

forum on "Data Tells a Story: Leveraging your

Workforce Data, Turning Story into Strategy" for

representatives from more than 30 provider

organizations in New Jersey. This webinar is

part of a 10-webinar workforce strategy series

for New Jersey that Tschetter coordinates. The

webinar series is part of a Boggs Center/Rutgers

University contract awarded to Foss and the

Direct Support Workforce Solutions team. Kleist

leads the project.

Jennifer Hall-Lande, Libby Hallas, and Yi-Chen

Wu: On August 7, Hall-Lande (pictured) and

the MN-ADDM team presented at the

American Psychological Association Annual

Convention in Denver, Colorado. She presented

the poster, Training the next generation of

leaders in neurodevelopmental disabilities.

Hall-Lande also co-presented the poster, Autism

prevalence in Minnesota: Education and clinical

settings, in conjunction with MN-ADDM team

members Hallas, Amy Esler, Ruby Nguyen, Wu,

and Isabelle Ricke.

NADSP Conference: ICI was a sponsor of the 2025 NADSP Conference, which

was held on September 8–10 in Buffalo, New York. Institute staff members

participated. Julie Kramme and Chet Tschetter (pictured) presented on Frontline

Initiative,  the online magazine they edit, which ICI co-publishes with the National

Alliance for Direct Support Professionals (NADSP).

In partnership with NADSP, Jerry Smith interviewed 19 direct support professionals

(DSPs) for a campaign to raise awareness of the direct support profession. He also
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moderated two panel discussions: "Elevating

the Direct Support Workforce Through

Collaborative Advocacy: People with

Disabilities, Families, and Direct Support

Professionals" and "A Direct Support

Professional’s Unique Role in Supporting

People in Self-Direction."

During the conference, Amy Hewitt and staff

from ICI and NADSP facilitated validation

focus groups on the revised NADSP Code of

Ethics, which is intended to guide ethical

decision-making for DSPs on the job. Focus

group members were DSPs and frontline supervisors from across the United States

who used the revised NADSP Code of Ethics to respond to ethical scenarios; they

provided feedback to finalize the revised version.

Update
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Fostering Futures

Osahon Akpata-Tanious (MNLEND 2024–25) will become executive director of

Foster Advocates on September 22, the Saint Paul non-profit organization

announced.

In a statement, Foster Advocates’ board of directors cited Akpata-Tanious’

background in both finance and public service as she prepares to lead the

organization, which supports Minnesota’s more than 10,000 children in foster care

through direct services and policy advocacy. In addition to her experiences as a

Minnesota Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Related Disabilities

(MNLEND) fellow, she also recently graduated from the University of Minnesota

Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public Affairs with a master’s degree in public
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policy. Previously, she earned a certificate from the College of Education and

Human Development in disability policy and services.

"Osahon is an incredible community leader and advocate with lived experience in

foster care," Jillian Gross Fortgang, Foster Advocates board chair, said in a

statement announcing the appointment. 

"This role is a true convergence of my passions, and I am prepared to lead with

both head and heart," Akpata-Tanious said. "I look forward to blending the policy

and management skills learned at Humphrey and the equity and disability justice

work from MNLEND with my management experience in financial services to

sustainably grow Foster Advocates' impact and champion the holistic well-being of

every Foster to drive systems change in Minnesota and beyond."

Learn more about Akpata-Tanious.
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 mass email privacy statement

The University of Minnesota stands on Miní Sóta Makhóč he, the rightful

homelands of the Dakhóta Oyáte. ICI recognizes that the U.S. did not uphold its

end of these land treaties. It is the current and continued displacement of the

Dakhóta Oyáte that allows the University to remain today. At ICI, we affirm our

commitment to address systemic racism, ableism and all other inequalities and

forms of oppression to ensure inclusive communities.
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