
From Jon Pierce & Geoff Bell 
 
Recently a freshman student contacted the Management Studies department (MGTS) 
requesting to test out of several upper-division core business causes. The student had taken 
several CLEP (https://clep.collegeboard.org/) and DSST 
(https://www.military.com/education/timesaving-programs/dantes-dsst-exam-list.html) courses 
which enabled him to receive credit for MGTS 3801 Human Resource Management and an 
upper level elective MGTS 4461 Business Ethics. It became clear that his intent was to test out 
of all the upper-division core business courses and any elective courses if he could. 
Notwithstanding the original goals of those organizations, which do not include bypassing 
meaningful college learning experiences (DSST, for example, was designed to enable military 
personnel to get college credit despite strict military schedules and deployments), it seemed 
inappropriate for the university to let private organizations give high-school students semester's 
worth of college credit by just paying $80+, especially when higher education institutions are 
increasingly being forced to grapple with budget issues. The MGTS faculty recommends the 
following policies be adopted by the UMD Campus: 

1. CLEP exams only be available for credit at the lower division.  Any courses taught at a 
3000-level or higher at UMD, taken through CLEP would not be accepted for UMD 
credit, nor meet UMD’s residency requirements.. 

2. UMD accept DSST exams for transfer only for the intended purpose, namely for active-
duty service personnel.  Any test by others will not be accepted for UMD credit. 

3. Alternatively, UMD recognize that faculty are expected to spend valuable time reviewing 
these external exams, and UMD charge the examining agency a review fee (somewhere 
in the order of $5000 per exam). 

4. Regardless of the above, UMD adopt the same provisions as with transfer courses from 
other institutions, and accept transfers for no more than three years. 

5. When students are allowed to receive Credit by Examination UMD’s fee should be 
reviewed and the charge must be considerably more than the current $50.00, as the 
expenditure of faculty time for the construction and grading of those exams is worth 
more than that amount.  We understand that the fee was last set - as best anyone can 
remember - no later than the early 1990s, when tuition was much lower, and the fee has 
never tracked tuition, which it should. 

 
Apart from this, we still need to make recommendations about accepting transfer courses from 
non-AACSB schools (like UM Crookston).  These changes should probably be made at an 
LSBE Senate meeting. 
 
 
 
Jon: ps/  I would expect that the Registrar would be able to provide your committee with insight into the 
processes associated with students getting UMD credit for courses taken elsewhere, and the costs that 
are associated with doing so from the various testing agencies vis a vis the impact that the lost tuition has 
upon the university. 
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