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Calendar of 
Friends Events

January 26th-Monday. 1:00 
p.m. Friends annual meeting. 
Program: Mary Meyer. 
Miscantbus: Ornamental and 
invasive Grasses. 
see page 6.

April 26th-Monday. 1:00 p.m. 
Friends regular meeting. L. Peter 
MacDonagh. Understanding the 
Uniqueness of Minnesota s 
Ecosystems, see page 6.

June 6th-Sunday. Friends trip to 
Merv Eisel's. see page 7.

July 26th-Monday. 1:00 p.m. 
Friends regular meeting. Shirley 
Kooyman and Richard Isaacson. 
Plant Identification Guides: How 
to Choose and Use. see page 7.

October 7th-Thursday. Friends 
Book Sale Preview.

October 8th-9th-10th. Friends 
annual book sale.

October 25th-Monday. 1:00 
p.m. Friends regular meeting.

Report of the Friends Nominating Committee

Helen King, Evy Sand and Richard Isaacson, Friends Nomi­
nating Committee, make the following report. Offices that are up 
for election this year for a two year term are Vice-President and 
Treasurer.

Our candidates are:

Vice-President: Judy Spiegel

Treasurer: Dick Owen

According to the Friends By-Laws, nominations of other 
candidates may be made from the floor at the Annual Meeting of 
January 26, 2004 with written consent of those nominated.
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Message from

Bob Torkelson, President

Dear Members:

2003 was a very good 
year for the Friends in our 
assistance to the Andersen 
Horticultural Library. Our 
annual book sale was a great 
success thanks to Helen King 
and all the volunteers. The sale 
raised over eighty eight hun­
dred dollars.

I want to expecially thank 
Richard Isaacson for his 
leadership and the expansion of 
the library's collections. As we 
look to next year with the 
construction of the new visitor 
center, the Library will get 
back some of our space. The 
Friends will need to work with 
Richard and his staff as plans

COVER:

Rhododendron sp. Azalea.

The Botanical Register, vol II. 
London. 1816 
Plate 145.

(see trip to Merv Eisel's.)

are put in place to better serve 
the public with our Library's 
resources. With financial and 
volunteer help from the 
Friends, the plans can be 
expanded and put in place 
faster. If you have any ideas 
regarding this process please 
call or e-mail me, my phone 
number is 952-470-6738 and 
my e-mail address is 
ARTORKELSON@worldnetattneL

The July 28th meeting 
Jeffrey L. Johnson's presenta­
tion, My Favorite Fragrant 
Trees & Shrubs, gave me a 
whole new outlook on plants. I 
now go around aware of the 
fragrance in my surroundings.

Everyone enjoyed the 
watercolor paintings and their 
relationship to plants presented 
by Donna Whitman on October 
27th.

Our meeting on January 
26th will approve our budget 
for next year and elected board

members. It is important for the 
membership to understand the 
budget as we help The 
Andersen Horticultural Library 
continue to provide outstanding 
service.

On a sad note the Friends 
lost a great member and leader 
with the death of Ruth Seaman. 
Ruth was the third Friends 
President from 1993 to 1997.1 
personally learned so much 
from Ruth about The Andersen 
Horticultural Library and the 
support the Friends can be to 
the Library. We will now surely 
miss Ruth and Bill Seaman.

Let's have a great year in 
support of The Andersen 
Horticultural Library.
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Charles Darwin: A Biography For 
Our Time
Richard T. Isaacson
Bibliographer and Head Librarian

One of the realities for 
readers of biographies is that 
lives are rewritten for our eyes. 
We look at historical person­
ages through our eyes, our 
interests and sensibilities. 
Historians have an interest in 
how people judge and look at 
others throughout the ages, but 
for most of us we depend upon 
those contemporary authors 
who reinterpret through biogra­
phy famous or other interesting 
personages.

One can read biographies 
of Darwin written by those who 
knew him or were contempora­
neous to his times. These 
certainly can be of interest. 
However, when a biographer of 
our own time looks carefully at 
Darwin's life and times, it 
often has heightened relevance. 
One of the most admired 
scientific biographies of our 
time is Janet Browne’s biogra­
phy of Darwin. Her first vol­
ume subtitled “Voyaging” was 
published in 1995. The second 
and last volume subtitled “The

Power of Place” was published 
in 2002 and won the National 
Book Critics Circle Award for 
biography. (1) To quote from 
the book jacket: “Janet Browne 
trained as a biologist, took her 
Ph.D. in the history of science, 
and has served as associate 
editor of The Correspondence 
of Charles Darwin. She is the 
author of several books and 
many scholarly papers. She is 
professor in the history of 
biology at the Wellcome Trust 
Centre for the History of 
Medicine at University College 
London and is currently presi­
dent of the British Society for 
the History of Science.”

Of most interest lately in 
scientific literature is the 
relationship of Darwin and 
Alfred Russel Wallace to 
evolutionary theory and the 
principle of natural selection. 
This biography beautifully puts

(1) Browne, Janet. Charles Darwin. 
NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1995, 2002. 2 
vols.

in context Darwin’s thoughts 
and actions in 1858 when he 
was faced by the realization 
that his life’s work had been co­
opted by Wallace working in 
isolation on an island in the 
Dutch East Indies.

Darwin was stunned. ”1 never 
saw a more striking coinci­
dence,” he moaned helplessly. 
“If Wallace had my MS sketch 
written out in 1842 he could not 
have had a better short ab­
stract!” He was well and truly 
forestalled. It was impossible to 
pretend otherwise. All his 
originality was smashed, all his 
years of hard work suddenly 
useless. For a moment the news 
hit him like the death of a child. 
Then, his mind churned with 
painful emotions-not anxiety or 
panic, he confessed afterwards, 
but much baser feelings of 
mortification, possessiveness, 
irritation, and rancour, each 
flaring up one by one after this 
first unaccountable, humiliating 
surprise.(2)

(2) vol 2, p. 15.
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Pm. 43.—Plum Stones, of natural size, viewed laterally, 
i lum. 2. Shropshire Damson. 3. Blue Gage. 4. Orleans. 
(1. Denyer’s Vletona. 7. Diamond.

!• Bullacc 
5. Elvas.
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THE JOURNAL
OF

THE LINNEAN SOCIETY.

On the Movements and Habits of Climbing Plants. By CirARLEfl 
Darwin, Esq., F.R.S., E.L.S. &c.

[Road February 2,18G5.]
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Plum stone illustration. Darwin, Charles. 
The Variation of Animals and Plants Under 
Domestication. NY: D. Appleton, 1900. p 359.

On the Movements and Habits of Climbing 
Plants. Charles Darwin. The Journal of the 
Linnean Society. London. 1865. (title page)

Janet Browne’s biography 
is freshly written. As the quote 
above illustrates her prose 
brings Darwin’s life to the fore 
in an almost novelistic sense. 
She goes on to relate how 
Darwin acted to solve this 
dilemma, whether one judges 
he did so with scientific exacti­
tude or with altruism to make 
the underlying theory 
Darwinean Theory not 
Wallace’s.

Perhaps Browne’s most 
significant achievement is to 
firmly place Darwin in his 
mainly Victorian era. She 
amusingly uses as her first 
volume’s epigraph a quote from 
Wilkie Collins, The Woman in 
White: “Never mind about his 
genius, Mr. Pesca. We don’t 
want genius in this country, 
unless it is accompanied by 
respectability.” She truly places 
Darwin within his time, within 
his industrious family, within 
the countryside of Kent. While 
many biographies of Darwin, 
make short shrift of his life 
after his youthful adventures on

the Beagle and the publication 
of The Origin of Species, 
Browne’s biography also 
amplifies Darwin’s later indus­
trious life by dedicating her 
second volume to this least 
written about portion of his life 
and works. Brown’s biography 
is certainly one of the most 
significant recent works on the 
history of science.

--
The Life and Letters of Charles Darwin. 
Edited by Francis Darwin.
NY: D. Appleton, 1887. vol 1 
Frontispiece.
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Friends Annual Meeting
Dr. Mary Meyer
Associate Professor & Extension Horticulturist

Miscanthus: Ornamental and Invasive Grasses

Monday, January 26th Fireplace Room 
1:00 p.m. Annual Meeting; 2:30 p.m. Lecture

Dr. Mary Meyer recently completed a year's sabbatical leave 
studying the ornamental grass, Miscanthus. Professor Meyer will 
report on what she learned during her studies in our nation's parks 
and make recommendations for home gardeners. Is Miscanthus 
invasive? How can home owners judge which plants should not be 
included in their landscapes? For those who want a preview of her 
research, her website at http://horticulture.coafes.umn.edu/ 
miscanthus gives an excellent introduction.

Please join us for this informative presentation.
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Miscanthus sp.
Flora and Sylva. vol II. 
London 1904 p 269

Friends Spring Meeting
L. Peter MacDonagh

Understanding the Uniqueness of Minnesota's 
Ecosystems

Monday, April 26th 1:00 p.m.

L. Peter MacDonagh, owner and co-founder of The Kestrel 
Design Group, Inc in Edina, will present an overview of 
Minnesota's three habitats: woodland, prairie and wetland. The 
lecture will cover plants, soil and microclimates to help us 
appreciate these special environments and to help us plan our 
landscapes using these considerations.
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Friends June Sunday Trip
The Friends are planning a trip to enjoy 
the springtime azaleas and gardens of 
Merv Eisel in Fort Ripley, Minnesota 
on Sunday, June 8th. Merv was 
Education Coordinator, Associate 
Professor, and Extension Specialist,
Horticulture at the Arboretum for many
years. Planning so far includes traveling 
by bus, enjoying a spring Sunday 
brunch and touring Merv's unique 
gardens and home. His handcrafted 
home is worth the trip, let alone some
of the largest and most spectacular 
azaleas in the Midwest. Merv is a 
collector in many areas including a 
significant historic bead collection
which the Friends will be privileged to 
view. Members of the Friends will 
receive a special mailing with details on 
this adventure, but please reserve this

Rhododendron sp. Azalea. 
Curtis's Botanical Magacine. 
PI. 4728. 1853.
(detail)

date on your calendar.

July Friends Meeting
Monday, July 27th 1:00
p.m.

Shirley Mah Kooyman 
and Richard Isaacson

3.

Plant Identification 
Guides: How to Choose 
& Use.

Shirley Mah Kooyman and Richard Isaacson will give their 
perspectives on using the many different kinds of plant 
identification guides. Shirley as a botanist with a specialty in 
plant taxonomy and Richard as a horticultural librarian will bring 
different approaches and skills. They will jointly present the 
program and share their tips on plant identification.
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Miscanthus sinensis 
Curtis's Botanical Magazine 
PI. 7304 1893
(see Dr. Meyer's talk at the 
Friends Annual Meeting)


