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In the sixth edition of "The Golden Eagle Tribune", a new feature in which Minnesota Crookston student-athletes get to tell
their first-hand story, we feature the story of Minnesota Crookston student worker Austin Sommerfeld, a senior from
Crookston, Minn., who has served as the public address announcer at Minnesota Crookston home events for the past two
seasons. Sommerfeld has also been an invaluable worker helping with promotions, and with communications in the athletic
department. Sommerfeld gives us a look at what goes on "Behind the Mic".
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CROOKSTON, Minn.- Testing one, two, three, testing...has been a phrase of mine for the past four years working as a public address
sports announcer.

For those who don't know me or haven't heard my voice over a speaker system, I'm Austin Sommerfeld or as Scott Leckie
(Accounting Assistant Professor at UMC) calls me "the voice". | grew up in Crookston, Minn., where | learned small town values, met
my best friends, and most importantly | participated in Pirate athletics. | had my fair share of sports in Crookston playing soccer,
golf, baseball, basketball, and football, but at the high school level, | continued with basketball and football.

When | graduated in 2015, | realized my sports career would come to an end. At that time | most likely apologized to my 2006 self
who said he wanted to play in the National Football League. Not all dreams were made to come true, but one that did was to be a
public address sports announcer. | always remember watching sports on the television and listening to the starting lineups
because that was my favorite part. Listening to the announcer's voice, the way they drew in a crowd, and how they brought that
energy to the arena. | always think of ring announcer Michael Buffer's famous line "let's get ready to rumble" that always gets a
crowd going.

| look back to the conversation | had with Head Basketball Coach Greg Garmen when | asked him if | could possibly announce for
the Pirates, he then reconnected with me and offered me the position. | took this as a part-time job, while also working another
part-time job and attending Northland Technical Community College in East Grand Forks, Minnesota.

My first game at the high school was a boys' basketball game. | wasn't nervous, mostly excited until Kevin Weber informed me it
was "Parents Night". | had to quickly learn all of the parents and players names and most likely messed up a few times. Overall, |
must have done an alright job that night because Garmen told me he would see me next week when the girls play. Ever since |
have been announcing volleyball and basketball for the Crookston Pirates. | not only have enjoyed announcing for my hometown
team, but watching the competitive athletes at the high school level. | won't lig, | will miss birthday announcements and pumping
up the audience with my music selection.

In 2017, | decided to transfer to the University of Minnesota Crookston that is when Kamile (Wahlin) Meyer had heard from Garmen
that | was attending the campus and they were in need of a sports announcer. | took this opportunity and in the fall, | started to
announce for the Golden Eagles. Throughout my two years at UMC | have been the voice for Golden Eagle soccer, volleyball,
basketball, softball, and baseball. There have been a ton of excellent athletes who | have gotten to watch grow and contend. | have
enjoyed getting a front row seat while cheering on the variety of student-athletes that have competed. There have been multiple
times where | had to remind myself that | am not a fan, so | cannot yell and scream, which is harder than you think.

Another benefit of being present at these games was to cheer on one of my best friends Aaron Hollcraft, who | grew up with
playing sports with and we graduated together. To me, it was an indescribable feeling to announce his name on the court in
basketball and on the mound for baseball.

When | wasn't announcing games at UMC, | was still finding a way to work in the sports atmosphere. | helped with in-game
promotions at the football field to recording live stream for equestrian shows. My internship this spring semester in the athletic
department has truly added to my experience. | had the chance to work with graphics, record videos, manage social media
accounts, write sports previews, and update website content. | would like to thank my supervisor Shawn Smith for allowing me to
work alongside him.

As | walked across the stage to earn my Bachelor of Science in Communication, | thought of all the great memories | have had in
this town. | thought of the people who have helped shape me into the person | am today. | am thankful for all of the opportunities
that | was given and would like to personally thank Crookston High School, University of Minnesota Crookston, and the community
of Crookston. | don't know entirely what my future holds, but | will most likely find my voice to a microphone again.

Print Friendly Version

KUSTOM KOLLISION

K x wistia JRISTIA
' . . , TIAN
< Americinn HR%—%

= ' =T 7 i =
BY WYNDHAM ROTHERS 442 \Csi=

TRUCKS FERTILE, RN

COLLISION REPAIR

www christianmotors.com

@ A
J OZ;E S NSIC BSN SPORTS

Northern Sun intercollegiate Conference FEELTHE STRENGTH

CUR U= ECAC
MAars
e __ HIGH SCHOOL sQUESTAIAN
dbetreenl CLAY TARGET LEAGUE

We use cookies and other technologies.

iversity of Minnesota Crookston Athletics
> qual opportunity educator and employer

We, along with our service providers and other third parties use
cookies and other analytics, advertising, and tracking technologies on <

Close

IR RO B I KT VN @ T0 10 ) €N  this site. Your information, including personal information and

interactions with this site, may be monitored, recorded, or collected
through these tools and further used or disclosed by us, our service
providers and authorized third parties. To opt-out or learn more ,

please visit our privacy policy. : SIBEA“M

o For more details, please visit our privacy policy. B, POREIED B | 22 | LEARAEHE

Terms of Service  Privacy Policy  Accessibility



https://goldeneaglesports.com/schedule.aspx?path=general
https://crk.umn.edu/
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2019/4/25/general-the-golden-eagle-tribune-behind-the-mic-with-austin-sommerfeld.aspx?print=true
https://twitter.com/share?text=The+Golden+Eagle+Tribune%3a+Behind+the+Mic+with+Austin+Sommerfeld&url=https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2019/4/25/general-the-golden-eagle-tribune-behind-the-mic-with-austin-sommerfeld.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2019/4/25/general-the-golden-eagle-tribune-behind-the-mic-with-austin-sommerfeld.aspx&p[title]=The+Golden+Eagle+Tribune%3a+Behind+the+Mic+with+Austin+Sommerfeld
mailto:?body=https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2019/4/25/general-the-golden-eagle-tribune-behind-the-mic-with-austin-sommerfeld.aspx
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2019/4/25/general-the-golden-eagle-tribune-behind-the-mic-with-austin-sommerfeld.aspx&media=//goldeneaglesports.com//images/2019/4/25/AustinSommerfeld2.jpg&description=The+Golden+Eagle+Tribune%3a+Behind+the+Mic+with+Austin+Sommerfeld
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2019/4/25/general-the-golden-eagle-tribune-behind-the-mic-with-austin-sommerfeld.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/staff.aspx?staff=61
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2019/4/25/general-the-golden-eagle-tribune-behind-the-mic-with-austin-sommerfeld.aspx?print=true
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2024/2/22/the-central-regional-tournament-scenarios-for-the-golden-eagles.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2024/2/22/the-central-regional-tournament-scenarios-for-the-golden-eagles.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2024/1/11/minnesota-crookston-womens-basketball-hosts-winona-state-and-minnesota-state.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2024/1/11/minnesota-crookston-womens-basketball-hosts-winona-state-and-minnesota-state.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2024/1/11/minnesota-crookston-womens-basketball-hosts-winona-state-and-minnesota-state.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2023/12/18/general-minnesota-crookston-earns-presidents-award-for-academic-excellence.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2023/12/18/general-minnesota-crookston-earns-presidents-award-for-academic-excellence.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2023/12/18/general-minnesota-crookston-earns-presidents-award-for-academic-excellence.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2023/9/14/general-minnesota-crookston-hosting-softball-and-alumni-games-and-socials-this-weekend.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2023/9/14/general-minnesota-crookston-hosting-softball-and-alumni-games-and-socials-this-weekend.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2023/9/14/general-minnesota-crookston-hosting-softball-and-alumni-games-and-socials-this-weekend.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2023/8/16/general-minnesota-crookston-athletics-to-partner-with-nocap-as-nil-platform-for-student-athletes.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2023/8/16/general-minnesota-crookston-athletics-to-partner-with-nocap-as-nil-platform-for-student-athletes.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2023/8/16/general-minnesota-crookston-athletics-to-partner-with-nocap-as-nil-platform-for-student-athletes.aspx
https://www.ncaa.com/d2
https://www.northernsun.org/index.aspx
https://www.nike.com/
https://www.bsnsports.com/
http://www.ihsainc.com/home
https://collegiateequestrian.com/
https://www.achahockey.org/
http://wccha.pointstreaksites.com/view/wccha
http://usacollegeclaytarget.com/
https://ecacsports.com/index.aspx?path=equestrian
https://www.crk.umn.edu/
https://www.crk.umn.edu/
http://sidearmsports.com/terms-of-service
http://sidearmsports.com/privacypolicy
https://sidearmsports.com/accessibility-statement
https://www.sidearmsports.com/
https://goldeneaglesports.com/common/controls/adhandler.aspx?ad_id=1&target=https://twitter.com/UMNCrookstonATH
https://goldeneaglesports.com/common/controls/adhandler.aspx?ad_id=2&target=https://www.instagram.com/umncrookstonathletics/
https://goldeneaglesports.com/common/controls/adhandler.aspx?ad_id=3&target=https://www.facebook.com/MinnesotaCrookstonAthletics/?ref=bookmarks
https://goldeneaglesports.com/common/controls/adhandler.aspx?ad_id=4&target=https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/americinn/crookston-minnesota/americinn-lodge-and-suites-crookston-u-of-m-crookston/overview?https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/51961?iata=00093763$$cid=PS:24hxd8bbzbjd3ca$$gclid=CjwKCAiA7dKMBhBCEiwAO_crFMoHlDx5e-xWmgOabFWgwXDxcfFKd8XG6py28vfTrPhvazLqRhPEVxoCF2gQAvD_BwE$$gclsrc=aw.ds
https://goldeneaglesports.com/common/controls/adhandler.aspx?ad_id=4&target=https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/americinn/crookston-minnesota/americinn-lodge-and-suites-crookston-u-of-m-crookston/overview?https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/51961?iata=00093763$$cid=PS:24hxd8bbzbjd3ca$$gclid=CjwKCAiA7dKMBhBCEiwAO_crFMoHlDx5e-xWmgOabFWgwXDxcfFKd8XG6py28vfTrPhvazLqRhPEVxoCF2gQAvD_BwE$$gclsrc=aw.ds
https://goldeneaglesports.com/common/controls/adhandler.aspx?ad_id=8&target=https://www.christianbrothersford.net/
https://goldeneaglesports.com/common/controls/adhandler.aspx?ad_id=8&target=https://www.christianbrothersford.net/
https://goldeneaglesports.com/common/controls/adhandler.aspx?ad_id=9&target=https://www.christianmotors.com/
https://goldeneaglesports.com/common/controls/adhandler.aspx?ad_id=9&target=https://www.christianmotors.com/
https://goldeneaglesports.com/common/controls/adhandler.aspx?ad_id=64&target=https://www.kustomkollision.net/
https://goldeneaglesports.com/common/controls/adhandler.aspx?ad_id=64&target=https://www.kustomkollision.net/
https://goldeneaglesports.com/common/controls/adhandler.aspx?ad_id=65&target=https://online.happyjoes.com/?uniqueStoreIdentifier=10870#/
https://goldeneaglesports.com/common/controls/adhandler.aspx?ad_id=65&target=https://online.happyjoes.com/?uniqueStoreIdentifier=10870#/
https://goldeneaglesports.com/index.aspx
https://sidearmsports.com/sports/2022/12/7/privacy-policy
https://transcend.io/

