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Background

Affective Filter

e The affective filter is a psychological barrier that, once triggered,
prevents unconscious acquisition of the comprehensible input
provided by the instructor (Krashen 1982; Gonzalez 2020).

e |ts presence emphasizes the importance of learners’ comfortability in
the classroom.

Comprehensible Input

e Comprehensible input refers to spoken or written language that is
understood by learners without needing to know every word or rule
of the target language (Krashen, 1982).

e Krashen (1982) argues that exposure to comprehensible input and
interaction with the target language (in this case, English) is more
crucial towards language acquisition than memorizing grammar rules
or vocabulary.

Six-Dimensional Model of National Culture

e The six dimensions created by Geert Hofstede (2010) represent
basic issues that society addresses which include individualism,
power distance, masculinity, uncertainty avoidance, long-term
orientation, and indulgence. The overall purpose of the model is to
show the variety of ways in which countries address the common
societal issues

Research Questions

1. How is national culture displayed in methods of teaching and
acquiring language across different countries?

2. Do students feel confident in speaking, writing, or reading English
as a result of the teaching style and practice methods used in their
classroom?

3. In what way(s) can pedagogy adapt to apply more English
interactions and comprehensible input?

Method and Results

Participants

e Eleven individuals participated in the survey. Ten of the participants
were university students (international and local) at the Universidad
de Vina del Mar (UVM). One participant was an international student
at the University of Minnesota Duluth (UMD). All of the participants
had been studying English as a second language for at least one year.
Data collected from the participants was qualitative. The
participants’ country of origin was included in the analysis:

o 9.1% Mongolian (n=1), 9.1% Norwegian (n=1), 9.1% German
(n=1), 9.1% Austrian (n=1), 9.1% Spanish (n=1), 9.1% Chilean
(n=1), 45.4% Mexican (h=5)

e Students were invited to fill out a survey through Google Forms

(Google 2025) via recruitment methods (e.g., social media, email).
Measures and Procedure

e Two surveys were created, one in English and one in Spanish.
Responses in the Spanish survey had to be translated into English.

e Each survey consisted of eleven qualitative questions on the
participants experience learning English as a second language, one
qguestion on the participants country of origin, twelve questions in
total.
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Figure 4. Hofstede’s (2010) dimension map: Uncertainty Avoidance
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Figure 5. Hofstede’s (2010) dimension map: Short-term and Long-
term Orientation
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Summary of Findings:

1. The majority of the participants experienced very similar methods of
teaching language regardless of their country’s cultural differences
displayed in Hofstede’s (2010) 6-D model of national culture. These
teaching methods relied heavily on grammar and vocabulary
exercises instead of interaction with English speakers or content.

2. Analyzation of Hofstede’s (2010) 6-D model of national culture and
the presence of participants’ mixed feelings of confidence supports
the idea that pedagogical methods need to evolve to include more
comprehensible input and interaction with English and adapt to the
country’s national culture to increase English acquisition.

3. The main way that student’s learned English was through their time
outside of school doing private lessons, talking with native speakers,
or consuming English content (e.g., literature, social media, music,
movies, TV shows). Pedagogy can adapt to include some of these
options to increase the amount of comprehensible input.

Discussion of Findings:

e When teaching English as a second language, teachers should
consider their students’ national culture- where the country stands
on social issues including individualism, power distance, masculinity,
uncertainty avoidance, long-term orientation, and indulgence. By
understanding national culture, teachers can implicate activities or
lesson structures that provide familiar scaffolding for students to
use.

Evaluation:

e The small amount of participants effected the generalizability of the
study. Conclusions made from the results are specific to those
participants because of the qualitative nature of the survey.

e Out of the eleven responses, seven had to be translated from
Spanish to English which could affect the meaning or tone of the
response.

References

Gonzalez, V. (2020, September 22). What is the Affective Filter, and
Why is it Important in the Classroom? Seidlitz Education.

https:/seidlitzblog.org/2020/09/22/what-is-the-affective-filter-
and-why-is-it-important-in-the-classroom/

Hoftstede, G., & Hoftstede, G. J. (2025). The 6-D model of national
culture. Geert Hofstede. https:/geerthofstede.com/culture-geert-
hofstede-gert-jan-hofstede/é6d-model-of-national-culture/

Krashen, S. (1982). Principles and Practice in Second Language
Acquisition. Pergamon Press Inc.
https:/www.sdkrashen.com/content/books/principles and practic
e.pdf

Purdue Online Writing Lab. (n.d.). APA Formatting and Style Guide (7th
Edition). Purdue Online Writing Lab.
https:/owl.purdue.edu/owl/research _and citation/apa_style/apa_f
ormatting_and style guide/general format.html



https://seidlitzblog.org/2020/09/22/what-is-the-affective-filter-and-why-is-it-important-in-the-classroom/
https://seidlitzblog.org/2020/09/22/what-is-the-affective-filter-and-why-is-it-important-in-the-classroom/
https://geerthofstede.com/culture-geert-hofstede-gert-jan-hofstede/6d-model-of-national-culture/
https://geerthofstede.com/culture-geert-hofstede-gert-jan-hofstede/6d-model-of-national-culture/
https://www.sdkrashen.com/content/books/principles_and_practice.pdf
https://www.sdkrashen.com/content/books/principles_and_practice.pdf
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html

