
 
Congress Agenda 

November 29th, 2021 |6:00 pm 
LSBE 129 

1. Call to Order 6:00pm  
2. Roll Call 6:00-6:02 
3. Approval of the Agenda 6:02-6:05 

a. Eli motioned. Jason second. 
b. Jason motioned to discuss UCC documents under discussion items. 
c. Eli found it friendly. 

i. 0 Nays 
ii. 0 Abstentions 

4. Approval of the Minutes 6:05-6:07 
a. Minutes 11.22.21 
b. Emma motioned to approve. Connor second. 

0 Nays 
0 Abstentions 

5. Introduction of Guests 6:07-6:12 
a. Oliva. Here because she talked to Annie. Favorite part of winter is winter sports. 
b. Ryan Goei. Here to talk about Steve O’Neil apartment fundraiser. Favorite  

6. Dr. Erwin 6:12-6:20 
7. Speaker’s Spotlight 6:20-6:23 

a. Get in office hours 
b. Week of finals you will not have office hours.  

8. Open Positions 6:23-6:24 
a. CAHSS Senator 
b. Representative-at-Large (5) 
c. Freshman Representative (1) 
d. Bulldog Lyft 
e. Chief External Affairs Officer 

i. Eli wants to add Chief financial officer and public relations director. 
9. Old Business 6:24-6:25 
10. New Business 6:25-6:45 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16tTYBQix6meP8MAzY_p-ycNel9QE686ycnYt9bhGmDM/edit?usp=drivesdk


a. ODK x SA Leaders Helping Leaders Resolution (updated) (10min) 
i. Gabbie motioned to bring to the floor. Parker second. 
ii. Annie: If this doesn’t pass here, then where is the money coming from? 
iii. Gabbie: Will most likely come out of the student life budget. 
iv. Megan: When is this taking place? 
v. Gabbie: This wednesday at 6pm. 
vi. SImren: Is this just for student leaders? 
vii. Gabbie: It is open for everyone. 
viii. Nam called to question. Ben second. 

1. 16 Ayes 
2. 0 Nays 
3. 0 Abstentions 

b. UH X UMDSA Shuttle Fundraiser Partnership (10min) 
i. Jason moved. Annie second.  
ii. Ryan: Help families with children that have been homeless for a long time. 

Different programs and support. We need a van. Want to take students off 
apartments and take them to places like museums, lakes, trails, etc.  

iii. Annie: What is this collaboration exactly? 
iv. Jason: University Honors volunteers at the Steve O’Neil apartments.  
v. Dr. Smyth: Can you talk about prior collaborations? 
vi. Jason: Last spring I had an event that was a collaborative discussion with 

UMDSA and volunteers talked about leaders and leadership.  
vii. Alex: Are you planning on buying new or used? 
viii. Ryan: We will just send the money to them and see what they can do with that. 
ix. Eli motioned to question. Nam second. 

1. 15 Ayes 
2. 0 Nays 
3. 0 Abstentions 

11. Discussion 6:45-6:55 
a. SA Logo (10min) 

i. Corbyn: This logo seems a little busy.  
ii. Eli: Point of order to have the discussion over the week. 
iii. Alex: Everyone will get one chance to reply. 
iv. Annie: There's a lot of things that go into changing logos. 
v. Braden: It would be cool to incorporate a little of all of them.  
vi. Mariama: Can we do more than one design? 
vii. Dr. Smyth: You can. There are some things where you can not use the new one 

for.  
viii. Simren: I like the last one and we can put a gavel in the back and then on the 

other one we can  
ix. Eliana: I like the last one and second one. 
x. Eli: I love the last one 
xi. Connor: SA has multiple meanings.  

 
 

b. UCC Documents 
i. Ben: I don’t like the shapes. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c-paR0uDzBYjRv1BGHUafV5mJ40dut1pAEUN8-hQOg4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14NgbfCh5GaKAa-vAncDaJhFSEgWoxUmicwGyOmTM_Y4/edit?usp=drivesdk


ii. Simren: It is very wordy.  
iii. Gabbie: The shapes are interesting but we could think outside of the UMD colors 

and less wavey. 
iv. Connor: I agree the first one was way wordier. I figured the shapes mean 

something.  
v. Gabbie: I would strongly disagree in putting it in less words. If you simple it down 

it could get too confusing.  
vi. Corbyn: Is this a mock up or what they will use? The arrows and squares look 

unprofessional.  
vii. Jason: Katie Jackson presented to us. 
viii. Simren: Why are two of the boxes 3D and the rest aren’t? DId you make this? 
ix. Jason: No I didn’t. 
x. Megan: I sat on the athletics committee and there were multiple professors and 

as professors they don't know what to follow or how to follow. How will professors 
learn it? 

xi. Connor: That was similar to my question. 
xii. Emma: When they scheduled tests outside of class I don’t feel I can tell them I’m 

sick or other things. 
xiii. Eli: I did have instances where I would have to be in the disabilities resources 

office and one of my classes scheduled a final during the hours of them being 
closed.  

xiv. Ben: As students if we see people breaking this policy how do we bring this up? 
xv. Dr. Smyth: Not knowing a policy doesn’t make you immune to the policy. You can 

go to an associate dean and show what is happening in class and it should be 
addressed.  

xvi. Gabbie: The disability resources have a way around this. I think this is a great 
policy but make sure professors and students know about this.  

xvii. Jason: Yes that is on the sheet 
xviii. Connor: We are trying to implement simple syllabi. We can only strongly 

recommend it there.  
xix. Eli: Exams should be labeled in the syllabi. This will make a lot of professors 

upset because each professor goes at their own pace in each class and it can 
change.  

xx. Micheal: On the class cancelation, I did not know that classes can be cancelled 
after the second class.  

xxi. Jason: WE talked about that in the UCC meeting. 
xxii. Annie: They said in the meeting that everyone wishes it could be like that. 
xxiii. Jason: If there is really low enrollment. What they do is have the class still but 

then cancel it for future students. 
xxiv. Eli:I hope there would be exceptions for professors such as medical conditions, 

illness, etc. 
 

12. Governance Reports 6:55-6:56 
a. Strategic Enrollment Management (SEM)  
b. Assessment 
c. Facilities 
d. Liberal Education 



e. Athletics  
f. Strategic Planning and Budget 
g. Student Experiences (SE)  
h. Teaching and Learning (TLC)  
i. University Coordinating Council (UCC) 

13. Executive Reports 6:56-7:11 
a. Chief Student Life Officer - Gabbie Raymond (8min) 

i. WRAC x PAVSA x SA Partnership 
ii. Dropbox Update 

1. Parker: I know some deans won’t approve. We had a website where you 
can put in a google form and say what needs to be fixed.  

iii. Finals Week Updates 
iv. Welcome Back Week events 
v. Secret Santa - 2nd Congress of Spring Semester 

1. Max of $10 
2. Contact Mariama to get involved! 
3. Eli: Are we planning on fully replacing congress that week for the party? I 

feel like replacing a congress that early in the semester is a little 
concerning. 

4. Gabbie: Our idea was to get it over earlier. Nothing is final. 
5. Annie: Why does it have to be a christmas party? 
6. Gabbie: Mostly just because of the secret santa. It's just a winter party 

with some red and green accents. 
7. Mariama: It wasn’t supposed to be a christmas party, it's just very busy. I 

like the idea of making it more inclusive. We just want to have something 
together. Me and Alex talked about doing this during a congressional 
session because some people won’t show up outside of that. 

8. Jason: What's the dress code like? 
9. Gabbie: There is no dress code. 
10. Mariama: Maybe pajamas. 

b. Chief Academic Affairs Officer - Parker Schultz 
c. Chief External Affairs Officer 
d. Chief Financial Officer - Braden Nissen 
e. Rep. to the Board of Regents - Riley Tuft 
f. Vice President - Daksha Gummadi 
g. President - Annie Counihan (7min) 

i. Verbal Report 
ii. Any volunteers to help out with the SA SSF proposal?? (Volunteers: Parker, 

Nam, Ashley, Michael, Ben). Even if you don’t volunteer, please still send me 
photos of any SA events you might have 

iii. The final Disability Accommodations Recommendation Task Force is meeting 
this Wednesday. Will bring our final Recommendation back here next week 

iv. Focus Conversations assignments have been sent out to the leaders! They will 
be sending out the email templates to their assigned students 

v. PAGE Amendment.  
1. Jason: That education discussion is also for university honors.  

14. Director and Student Personnel Reports 7:11-7:12 



a. Public Relations 
b. Bulldog Lyft 
c. Diversity & Inclusion - Laitzia Yang 
d. Rules and Elections - Eli Sailer-Haugland (1min) 

i. Final R&E meeting 2 PM Friday! 
ii. All UMDSA applicants who apply after 6 PM Monday, November 29th will not be 

eligible to be voted in until next semester (All applicants who you want in SA this 
semester should apply before 6 PM, Nov 29th) 

1. Braden: SOG and SSF are coming up.  
2. Eli: CFO is a very important position, so is chief of external affairs. 
3. Annie: Could you talk about the email update? 
4. Eli: Getting some type of email out for LSBE students pertaining to the 

CFO position.  
5. Parker: It would come from the LSBE internship advisor.  

e. Systems Administrator - Olubukola Akinyemi 
f. Sustainability - Ben Black 
g. Chief of Staff - Eliana Sonderup 

15. Senator Reports 7:12-7:14 
a. CAHSS Senator - Emma Nelson 
b. SCSE Senator - Nam Nguyen, Jason Coyle 
c. CEHSP Senators - Mariama Mohamed, Megan Axberg 
d. LSBE Senator - Michael Waldorf 

16. Advisor’s Minute 7:14-7:20 
i. There is a chance that we will have the last congress at glensheen.  

ii. Simren: What is Glensheen? 
iii. Connor: We could go to the DECC. 
iv. Gabbie: We could post up at the DC. 

17. Open Announcements 7:20-7:25 
a. Annie: Everyone who is interested in SSF proposal please see me after Congress 
b. Emma: Dean meeting tomorrow 
c. Braden: Name tags are in 
d. Laitzia: For the everfi module, if you haven’t received access let me know. Black Student 

Association is having their winter ball this saturday. 
e. Nam: Glensheen just opened their Christmas decorations. It's free for students.  

18. Balla Award 7:25-7:27 
a. Annie to Connor 

19. Adjourn 7:27 
a. Eli motioned. Ben second. 

i. 0 Nays 
ii. 0 Abstentions  


