
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

Open WorldCat Moves from Pilot to Program 
 
 
In the summer of 2003, OCLC began the Open WorldCat pilot to study the feasibility of 
making WorldCat records and library holdings available to the general public on the 
open Web.  The goal was to raise the visibility of libraries by populating Web search 
engines with WorldCat records and thereby leading the searcher from the open Web to 
an item in a library near them. 
 
The pilot has been a great success, and OCLC has decided to make Open WorldCat a 
permanent program.     
 
Current Status of the Program 
 

• Google and Yahoo! Search are the two Web search engines involved at this 
point. 

 
• By the end of November 2004, most of the 56 million records in WorldCat will be 

made available to Google and Yahoo! Search for harvesting. 
 
• A search in Google or Yahoo! Search accesses WorldCat records and returns 

results to the Web user with the prefix “Find in a library.”  This then links to 
resource data at www.worldcatlibraries.org. 

 
• Through June 30, 2005, all libraries with holdings in WorldCat are participants in 

the program.  Exceptions are those libraries that have specifically declined 
participation.  (To decline, see “Update your Links” below.) 

 
• As of July 1, 2005, the participation requirements change.  A library must 

have a FirstSearch subscription in order to have their holdings visible in the 
Open WorldCat interface.  

 
• Other Open WorldCat partners include Alibris, Abebooks, Antiquarian Booksellers’ 

Association of America, BookPage, and HCI Bibliography.  Also, OCLC is pursuing 
partnerships with additional Web partners. 

 
Update Your Links 
 
OCLC has provided a form that allows you to either  
 

http://www.worldcatlibraries.org/


• Update the links to your library that are displayed in Open WorldCat  

-OR- 

• Decline participation to prevent your library's holdings from displaying in Open 

WorldCat.  If your library declined participation previously, OCLC will continue to 

honor your request.   

   

The form is located at https://www3.oclc.org/app/openwc/ 

 

More Information 

 
Please check out the following sites for further information about the Open WorldCat 
Program. 
 

Open WorldCat Program 
http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/open/default.htm  

 
QuickFacts about the Open WorldCat Program 
http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/open/facts/default.htm  

 
How the Open WorldCat Program Works 
http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/open/how/default.htm  

 
 

 

NetLibrary & Recorded Books to Offer Web-Based Audio Book Program 
 
 
NetLibrary has teamed up with Recorded Books, LLC, the premier provider of 
unabridged audio books to libraries, to create an innovative new program for delivering 
audio books to libraries through the Web. 
 
Key elements of this unique program include: an innovative pricing structure, unlimited 
access, the ability for patrons to download to a range of portable devices, and a 
technology solution that supports download via broadband or dial-up capabilities, 
ensuring reach to a wide range of library patrons. 
 
The program formally launches in Dec. 2004.  Libraries can view demos of the program 
upon request.  
 
Library users will be able to search for, preview, checkout, and listen to audio books via 
the Internet and the familiar NetLibrary platform and can focus their search on audio 
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titles only, or take advantage of search functionality that integrates audio titles with all 
the electronic content their library may have in their NetLibrary collection.  
 
The NetLibrary/Recorded Books program will launch with 500 titles, including works 
from notable authors who regularly appear among the top 15 works on the New York 
Times’ Hardcover Best Seller List, such as Patricia Cornwell, Alexander McCall Smith, 
Carl Hiassen, Elizabeth Peters, Nevada Barr, Pat Conroy, and more.  
 
Web-based collections of Recorded Books titles will be available for purchase through 
either Recorded Books or NetLibrary and will be delivered via the NetLibrary interface.  
Library patrons will be able to search for audio books just as they would for any type of 
eContent in their NetLibrary collection.  
 
NetLibrary/Recorded Books audio books can be checked out and played on desktop, 
laptop, or any number of portable devices supporting Windows Media Player (v9), Music 
Match (v8.2+), or Nullsoft Winamp 5 and devices that accept protected WMA files.  
Supported portable devices include: Creative products (excluding the Rhumba series), 
Rio, iRiver flash players, RCA, Dell Digital Jukebox, Gateway Juke Box, and many more.  
 
Audiobooks from NetLibrary and Recorded Books will be available via a simplified 
pricing model based on library size and anticipated circulation requirements.  Libraries 
can provide patrons with unlimited access to a collection of 500 audio content titles.  
New content will be added to the program over time as new titles are released.  For 
complete pricing and product information, contact a NetLibrary representative via email 
at sales@netLibrary.org. 
  
(Excerpted from an OCLC news release dated Oct. 22, 2004.  To read the full news 
item, please go to http://www.oclc.org/news/releases/200414.htm) 
 
 
 

GENERAL 
 
 
 

OCLC Union List Service Migration Update 
 
 
Remember!  Passport for Union Listing is going away in June 2005.  
 
OCLC has announced that as of June 2005, the functionality to maintain local holdings 
(LDRs) will reside in the Connexion browser.  It is expected that the functionality will be 
added to both the Connection client and the new ILL interface (WorldCat Resource 
Sharing) sometime after June 2005. 
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OCLC has chosen the Connexion browser as the first interface for union listing 
functionality because it supports a broad range of users maintaining their 
local holdings manually.  Libraries will also be able to use OCLC's batchload service, 
Batch Processing of Local Data Records, to maintain local holdings in WorldCat. 
 
These local holdings will continue to display in FirstSearch databases and 
OCLC Resource Sharing as well as being added to the Connexion browser. 
 
OCLC will release more details about the Union List service migration over the next few 
months. If you have any questions, contact Cecelia Boone (612-624-6353, 800-462-
5348, c-boon@umn.edu) or Dave Linton (612-624-3360,800-462-5348, 
linto001@umn.edu) In the MINITEX MULS office. 
 
[Deborah Bendig, OCLC; Virginia Dudley, MINITEX] 
 
 

 
CATALOGING & METADATA 

 
 
 

Connexion Client Training 
 
 
Many of you have asked about Connexion Client training.  Are we going to be offering 
it?  Yes!  The MINITEX BATS unit will be offering full Connexion Client training 
throughout the MINITEX region.  This training will begin after the first of the year (Jan. 
2005); sessions will be offered throughout the winter and spring of 2005.  The training 
will include local file and batch functionality as well as all the other basic features of the 
client. 
 
[Virginia Dudley, MINITEX BATS]  
 
 
 

New Searching Enhancements Coming Soon to Connexion Browser 
 
 
The next Connexion browser enhancement installation is currently scheduled for Nov. 
14, 2004, and it will bring you new choices in searching WorldCat.  The good news is 
your searching and browsing capabilities will be greatly expanded.  The accompanying 
downside is that you might need to learn a few new ways of searching. 
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What’s Coming? 
 

• Full Boolean functionality  
• Phrase searching 
• Greatly expanded browsing to include almost all of the indexes 
• A somewhat simplified search screen 
• And more! 

 
These enhancements necessitate a few changes to the way you execute command line 
searches.  However, derived searches will not change.  And if you prefer not to do (or 
learn new) command line searching, you will continue to have the option of using the 
drop-down lists.  All the new index choices will be incorporated into these lists. 
 
Watch for more information about these search changes.  Keep up-to-date with one or 
more of the following: 
 

• OCLC-Cat listserv:  To subscribe, go to https://www3.oclc.org/app/listserv/ 
 

• OCLC Website: http://www.oclc.org/connexion/interface/browser/default.htm 
Click on the links for recent and future enhancements (on left of screen). 
 

• Connexion News:  To access Connexion News, log on to Connexion, click on 
News (top of right-hand menu on Welcome screen).  To list enhancements, 
choose the System Updates category on the News search screen.  

   
Please Note!  These searching enhancements will come to Connexion Client with 
version 1.30 (to be released during the 1st quarter of 2005).  These enhancements will 
not be added to Passport and CatME. 
 
[Virginia Dudley, MINITEX] 
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OCLC Conn
 
Both the browser and client interfaces of OCLC Connexion a
that you may have forgotten.  We will list a few of these in e
help you make efficient use of Connexion.   
 

CONNEXION BRO

Active Records Screen  
¾ What is It? 

� The Active Records screen lists records
worked on and left open without saving

� Go to the Active Records screen by clic
Authorities, Dewey Services and Pathfi

¾ How Can I Use It? 
� Resume editing a record after interrupti

record open, go to the authorities file to
way of the Active Records screen. 

� Move between multiple active records. 
once (e.g. bibliographic, authority, save
between them using the Active Records

 

CONNEXION CL

View Multiple Records 
¾ View multiple records of different types 

� The client automatically opens records 
example, if you display a WorldCat rec
record, each opens in a separate window
either close the window or call up anoth
keep two records of the same type open

� You can toggle through all open window
� OR, you can display multiple records at

Cascade, Tile Horizontally, or Tile Ver
¾ View two records of the same type side by side

� To keep more than one of the same type
first “pin” the current record, then open
until it is unpinned. 

� To pin a record: open the record, go to t
<Shift><F4>. 

� Then choose another record and view th
vertically, as you wish). 

� To unpin a record, simply close the win
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exion Features 
re packed full of features of which  you may not be aware –  or 

ach issue of the Mailing in order to jog your memory and to 

WSER FEATURES 
 

 currently in edit mode, (i.e. any record that you 
 or performing final actions). 
king on the SHOW button (from the Cataloging, 
nders tabs),  -OR-  press <Ctrl><Shift><9>.   

ng your work.  For example, you can leave a bib 
 check something, then return to your bib record by 

 For example, you can have multiple records open at 
 file, constant data) and you can easily move 
 screen. 

 
IENT FEATURES 
 

of different types in separate windows.  For 
ord, a bib save file record, and an Authority File 
.  Also, each type of record stays open until you 
er record of the same type (see below for how to 
 at once). 

s using <Ctrl><6>  -OR-  <Ctrl><Tab> 
 one time using the WINDOW menu and choosing 
tically.   
 
 of record open (e.g. two bib records), you must 
 another record.  “Pinning” keeps the record open 

he VIEW menuÆ Pinned;  -OR-  press 

e two records side by side (horizontally or 

dow. 
ing, November 2004 
 



RESOURCE SHARING 
 
 
 

Update on WorldCat Resource Sharing 
 
 
REMINDERS! 
 

• WorldCat Resource Sharing is OCLC’s new name for its Interlibrary Loan Service. 
 
• WorldCat Resource Sharing staff view is the new (and soon to be only) ILL 

interface. 
 
• Passport for ILL, ILL Web, and ILL ME are going away as of May 1, 2005. 

 
 
NEW!  (These changes took effect on October 10, 2004.) 
 

• All OCLC resource sharing libraries now have access to WorldCat Resource 
Sharing.  Even if you do not currently have a FirstSearch account or even, if you 
have not linked your ILL autho in your FirstSearch account, you now can log in 
to the system using your ILL authorization.  Just go to http://firstsearch.oclc.org 
and enter a valid ILL autho and password. 

 
• You can also log into the FirstSearch Administrative Module using your ILL autho 

and password.  The Admin Module is where you set up and maintain your 
Constant Data and Custom Holdings, among other things.  Go to:  

 
http://firstsearch.oclc.org/admin  
 
and enter your ILL autho and password.  This takes you to the Resource Sharing 
area of the FirstSearch Administrative Module. 

 
PRICING CHANGES  **IMPORTANT!** 
 
As of Oct. 10, 2004, transaction pricing for WorldCat Resource Sharing (the new 
interface) is a flat rate of $1.85 per request.  This price includes unlimited searching 
and display of holdings.  The product code RSH6701 will appear on your MINITEX/OCLC 
bill.  This product code will replace ILL4507.  An additional product code (RSH6700) will 
appear for searches done in the new ILL service, but will be free ("zero-billed").  
Lending credits and the IFM administration fee will also appear on your bill, if applicable 
to your institution.  
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This change only impacts libraries that have not moved to subscription 
pricing for ILL, and only applies to the new interface. 
 
If you use Passport for ILL, ILLME, ILL Web or ILLiad 6.x, you will not see any changes 
to your billing for ILL requests created in those interfaces.  ILLiad 7.0, scheduled for 
release in Dec. 2004, will use the new transaction price of $1.85 per request.  
 
This new transaction pricing is a temporary measure that will be in effect through June 
30, 2005.  Beginning July 1, 2005, subscription pricing will be the only option 
for WorldCat Resource Sharing; transaction pricing for ILL will be completely 
discontinued.  MINITEX will communicate with you throughout this transition.  
 
Most MINITEX libraries received an ILL subscription price quote this past summer.  The 
July 2004 quote remains in effect until Jan. 1, 2005.  In January, OCLC will issue new 
quotes for those libraries that have not already switched to subscription pricing.  If you 
did not receive a quote, or if you have questions, please contact the MINITEX 
Bibliographic and Technical Services unit (612-624-4002, 800-462-5348, 
mino@othello.minitex.umn.edu). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
   
MINITEX Bibliographic and Technical Services (BATS), 612-624-4002, 800-462-
5348, mino@othello.minitex.umn.edu  (Carla Dewey Urban, Virginia Dudley, 
Carlos Portillo) 

OCLC Cataloging, ILL, Digitization and Preservation products and services
 
Karen Docherty, MINITEX Cooperative Purchasing & Electronic Resources 
Services (CPERS), 612-624-2924, 800-462-5348, kdochert@u

OCLC Reference products and services  
 

Cecelia Boone, 612-624-6353, 800-462-5348, c-boon@umn.edu   
Dave Linton, 612-624-3360, 800-462-5348, linto001@umn.edu   

OCLC Union Listing, including MULS 

mn.edu 
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