
October 2024  UMD Commission on Disabilities Agenda  
Oct. 31,2024, 12-1:00 pm via Zoom  

ZOOM LINK 
https://umn.zoom.us/j/92444008432?pwd=oaZ0La4bhoQAFhqaM9OrHyLCQ8yPWe.1 

 
Attending 
Alissa Postal, Christine Lovejoy, Gina Pudlick-Hendricks, Hannah Jones, Jackie 
Heytens, Judy Hlina, Kalie Jeremiason, Lauren McDonald, Lea Morey Finstrom, 
LeeAnn Ilminen, Melissa Carlson, Meryl Lucchesi-Freyberg, Michael Lackore, Sally 
Bradt, Susan Rhoads, Tess Linval, Tim Walters, Brent Fisher, Maria Lechtrek 

 
Agenda 

●​ Introductions/Membership Update 
○​ Judy Hlina -Co-Chair 

○​ Lea Morey Finstrom,  Co-Chair 

○​ Brent Fisher, New member 

○​ Maria Lechtreck, New member 

●​ Faculty Resource Fair Follow up 
○​ Opportunity to get more faculty involved on commission 
○​ Shared information about commission, followed up with interested faculty 

members 
○​ Open to involvement in the future, hopefully staff can attend too 

 

●​ ComDis Web Editor- Sally Bradt 
○​ Corrected some accessibility issues on webpage 

 
●​ Budget- Follow up 

○​ Table this topic 
●​ Campus Partners 

○​ Disability Resources Office (Meryl) 
■​ 930 students registered 
■​ Secured group testing space in Kirby Plaza 
■​ Planning for final exam proctoring 

○​ Intellectual Disabilities Educational Initiative (Annette) 
■​ Applying for grant to move project forward 

○​ Facilities Management (Mike) 
■​ Kirby Student Center elevator back in service 
■​ Gender inclusive single use accessible restrooms in SCC 

https://umn.zoom.us/j/92444008432?pwd=oaZ0La4bhoQAFhqaM9OrHyLCQ8yPWe.1


■​ Power operated doors near tennis courts and near Ordean court 
●​ Potentially spring or summer project 

 

●​ Meeting with Chancellor Nies-Nov. 6th 

○​ Co-Chairs Lea and Judy will be meeting with Chancellor Nies, items to discuss 
are Commission history, mission, initiatives, actions  

○​ Your input is valuable. Please add to this Google doc with items you would like us 
to share with him 

○​ https://docs.google.com/document/d/14iVAuA7fmVR6lqCs_gWtxccXoybXpGHXi
dULdOs863I/edit?usp=sharing 

○​ Discussion 
■​ What should our action items be as a commission 
■​ Making sure that accessibility is included in DEI work / discussed with 

new position responsibilities  
●​ DEIA/DEIB? Adding accessibility or belonging 

 
●​ Upcoming Events and Opportunities 

○​ AIRA Training- Twin Cities Disability Resource Center is hosting a virtual 
training on AIRA, Nov 12, 10:00 

○​ Please email Katie Louis loui0032@umn.edu to be added to the calendar invite. 
○​ Drupal Drop-ins: The Accessible Academic Technology Team (AATT) is hosting 

two Drupal Drop-in sessions to help improve your website's accessibility by using 
automated tools (Editora11y and Pope Tech). 

■​ November 6 at 10 a.m. via Zoom 
■​ November 11 at 1 p.m. via Zoom (repeat session) 

 
●​ Group Discussion for Event Fine Tuning 

 
 

Members Topic/Idea/Volunteer Opp Notes 

Kalie, Tim, Judy, 
Alissa Student engagement and student groups 

Connect with AFA, SGA, etc. Collaborate with student groups for events, invite them to meetings, events, 
etc. 

Maria (not on list) Faculty engagement and faculty groups 

I am most interested in finding some way for faculty who are neurodivergent to be able to find each other 
and meet for social support. However, my understanding is that most neurodivergent faculty are not "out 
of the closet" and do not want to risk being identified. How could we even figure out how to invite faculty to 
a confidential safe-place "Informational Meeting"? 

Meryl, Lea 
Advocacy and orientation of Chancellor Nies on 
CoD 

(From LeeAnn) Staff senate recently met with Chancellor Nies and he is hoping to meet with each of the 
Commissions - not sure if we have to initiate this or if he will - perhaps we can invite him to our next 
in-person meeting?? (From Lea)-Judy and I have a meet/greet scheduled in early November. Perhaps we 
can coordinate a round table discussion or another type of meeting as a whole commission...need more 
ideas!! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14iVAuA7fmVR6lqCs_gWtxccXoybXpGHXidULdOs863I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14iVAuA7fmVR6lqCs_gWtxccXoybXpGHXidULdOs863I/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.workhuman.com/blog/deib/
https://umn.zoom.us/j/92892838500?pwd=S3BickVsK3R4NVRlTFRXWVJhL2VYZz09
https://umn.zoom.us/j/96445130786?pwd=VHpKWUxHOVp0MzBPZ2gvZG5mQzIrUT09


gina access walks 

Identify barriers on campus (inside, outside, in offices), communicate with facilities management, come up 
with solutions, 1:1 conversations/create awareness and more advocates  
(Brent): Departments receive a report from these scans, which are greatly appreciated. Is there a 
feedback loop on some of the items identified regarding any action, and who is responsible? 

Sally web site updates 
Add the new scan master list and update membership lists (Note from LeeAnn...I used to have access to 
update the website but have not been able to get in recently) 

LeeAnn Faculty Tabling Event on October 10th from 10-1 I can work at this event from 12-1pm 

anyone Awareness emails from the Commission to the BiZ 

Thought it may be fun to have a monthly blast from the commission to highight the different types of 
invisible and visible disabillities to bring more awareness. (Lea)-I'm happy to take any content and put it 
into an email from the COD email, to send out campuswide, monthly. 

 
 

Action Items 

​Share information on commission events with Access for All (AFA) and invite them to 
collaborate 

​Potentially talk to Chancellor about faculty support group and where to start 
​Think about next access walk dates 

Next Business Meeting 

○​ Nov. 21st, 12-1:00, in-person,  Gooseberry Room (RDC 335) 
 

Appendix (insert any images re: event advertisements) 
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